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The 

Nuremberg 

globe 



 A statue of Martin 

Behaim in today’s 

Nuremberg 



The Eastern hemisphere according to Behaim’s map 



Columbus:  

“This world 

is small” 



Some Developments Circa 1492 

• 1492 could arbitrarily be chosen as a birthdate for the rise 

of capitalism. 

• The Europe of absolute monarchs was on the horizon. 

• In 1492, some 15,000 book titles were in circulation. 

• In Italy, the Renaissance was approaching its zenith. 



A sketch of Leonardo da Vinci’s flying machine 



Michelangelo sculpted the “Battle of the Centaurs” at 17 



Niccolo 

Machiavelli 

was 23 years 

old in 1492 



Erasmus was a 

27-year-old 

Augustinian monk 

in 1492 but would 

become the most 

famous humanist 

scholar of the 

Renaissance 



The young 22-

year-old king 

of France 

Charles VIII 

was already 

contemplating 

the invasion of 

Italy 



Topa Inca Yupanqui 

was on the throne in 

1492 – Europeans 

were not the only 

ones whose world 

was about to be 

turned upside down  



A later heroic representation of Columbus landing at San Salvador 





The central court in Chicago’s Columbian Exposition of 1893 



Kwakwaka’wakw on display at the Columbian Exposition 



Seattle is but one of the major American cities that  

has decided to replace Columbus Day as a holiday. 





Mapuche demonstrate in the streets of Chile on Columbus Day in 2013 



In 2013, Vatican officials announced they found what could be 

the first European images of Native Americans in a fresco 

painted within two years of Columbus’s first voyage. 



A closeup from Pinturicchio’s “Resurrection of Christ” 





Boabdil surrenders the keys to the city 



Ferdinand and Isabella entered the Alhambra on January 2 



The interior of Rome’s San Giacomo in Augusta today 



The Iberian Peninsula in 1360 



The 1469 marriage of 

the Isabella, 

princess of Castile, 

to her cousin, 

Ferdinand of 

Aragon, would 

ultimately transform 

Spain 



Ferdinand and Isabella with their subjects 



The Catholic Monarchs Consolidate Their Power 

• The king and queen traveled to many different parts of 

Castile to strengthen their control. 

• New taxes were introduced that freed them from the need 

to ask subsidies from the cortes (parliament) 

• Isabella and Ferdinand established the Inquisition in 

Castile. 

• There was a reorganization of the Castilian army and a 

renewal of the campaigns against Granada. 

• The model of a multicultural and multilingual society was 

abandoned. 



A statue of Antonio 

de Nebrija outside 

the National Library 

in Madrid.  In 1492, 

he would publish the 

first grammar of the 

Castilian language. 





B.  3.  The Reconquista In Context 

• The Reconquista needs to be folded into a context that 

reconstructs the Muslim presence in Iberia from its 

inception in 711 CE to its final defeat on January 1, 1492. 

• Influenced by the Crusades, it turned into an ideological 

and religious conflict in the late eleventh century. 

• The kingdom of Granada survived for more than 200 years 

after the initial conquests of the south in the mid-13th 

century. 





The great mosque at Cordoba 



Sunrise in Toledo 



Alfonso VI’s conquest of Toledo in 1085 was one key moment in the Reconquista 



The statue of El Cid in Burgos, Spain 





The statue of El Cid in San Diego’s Balboa Park 



The 

Almoravids 

at the extent 

of their 

power early 

in the 12th 

century 





Christian forces had a decisive victory in 1212 at Las Navas de Tolosa 



Terminology Used To Describe Muslims In 

Christian Spain 

• Moors (Moros):  Used pejoratively by Christians to 

describe Muslims living under Muslim rule. 

• Mudejar:  Muslims who lived under Christian rule.  They 

lived a semi-segregated life on the margins of society. 

• Moriscos:  Muslims who had converted to Christianity. 





Spanish Muslims In The Wake Of The Reconquista 

• Muslims were initially given the right to continue practicing 

Islam. 

• Spain even offered refuge to Muslims expelled from 

Portugal in 1497. 

• Christian demands to assimilate led to Muslim revolt. 

• Muslims were forced to convert in 1502. 

• Moriscos were expelled from Spain in the 1600s. 



A contemporary representation of the expulsion of the Morisocos 



A signed 

copy of the 

March 31, 

1492 Edict 

of Expulsion 



A contemporary 

engraving of the 

presumed  

Martyrdom of the 

Holy Child of La 

Guardia 







A statue of the 

12th-century 

Jewish 

philosopher 

Maimonides in 

today’s Cordoba 





The Disputation of Tortosa (1413-1414) 







Responses To The Expulsion Order 

• Although numbers are disputed, there were perhaps 

150,000 Jews in Spain at the time of the 1492 order. 

• Perhaps half of Spain’s Jews converted. 

• Several thousand moved to Portugal but these were then 

exiled from there in 1497. 

• Morocco and Italy were possible destinations. 

• Jewish migration to Antwerp coincided with that city’s rise 

to the pinnacle of early capitalism. 

• The most secure destination was the Ottoman Empire. 



A Holocaust memorial in today’s Salonika, Greece 



A 

monument 

to 

Portuguese 

exploration 

in today’s 

Lisbon 



Prince Henry the 

Navigator 



African migrants at the Spanish enclave of Ceuta today 



A map of Portuguese naval exploration 





A representation of 

the siege of 

Constantinople in 

1453.  The fall of 

the Byzantine 

capital was 

intricately tied to 

the rise of 

Portuguese naval 

power. 





The Cape of Good Hope 



Emanuel Gottlieb Leutze’s 1843 representation of Columbus 

 appealing to Ferdinand and Isabella 



The first voyage of Columbus 



This 1490 map was completed at the Lisbon workshop 

of Christopher and Bartolomeo Columbus 



Today’s Guanahani Beach Club 



Skydiving above Rum Cay 



A depiction of the return of Columbus 



The Second Voyage of Columbus 



Columbus’s geographical conceptions 



Vasco da 

Gama would 

sail out of 

Lison in 

1497 

towards 

India 





A replica of John Cabot’s ship “The Matthew” 





The tomb of Ferdinand and Isabella at Granada 



The “Tomb of Columbus” in Seville Cathedral 



The death mask 

of Lorenzo the 

Magnificent 

(Lorenzo De’ 

Medici).  He 

died on April 8, 

1492. 



Cosimo de’ 

Medici, Lorenzo’s 

grandfather, the 

individual who 

consolidated the 

Florentine power 

of the Medicis 



A bronze medallion that commemorates Lorenzo’s rebuffing 

of the 1478 assassination attempt by the Pazzi family 



A 

representation 

of Lorenzo from 

the 16th century 



A statue of Savonarola in his hometown of Ferrara 



The monastery of San Marco received funding from the Medici 

but also became the home for the Dominican Savonarola 



Cosimo de’ Medici endowed the impressive library at San Marco 



Fra Angelico’s portrayal of the Annunciation at San Marco 



One of Fra 

Angelico’s 

individual 

frescoes for a 

monk’s cell at San 

Marco 



A portrait of 

Savonarola from 

1498 



A representation from his own 1492 compendiumof Savonarola preaching  



Savonarola’s cell at San Marco 



Lorenzo, near death, was transferred to the Medici villa at Careggi 



Lorenzo was buried in the Church of San Lorenzo 



A terra cotta 

bust of 

Lorenzo the 

Magnificent 

by Andrea 

del 

Verrocchio 



A statue of Pope 

Innocent VIII at in 

St. Peter’s 

Basilica 



Lorenzo’s 

young son 

Giovanni 

would be 

appointed 

as cardinal 

by Innocent 

VIII in 1492 

four months 

before the 

Pope’s 

death 



Giovanni himself 

would later become 

Pope Leo X and, as 

such, would clash 

with Martin Luther 



Cardinal 

Rodrigo 

Borgia 

became 

Alexander VI 

in 1492 



Alexander VI’s 

most famous and 

ruthless son was 

Cesare Borgia 



In 1494, Charles VIII 

of France would 

take advantage of 

instability within the 

Italian peninsula 

and invaded 





1494 As The Beginning Of Modern Times? 

• The Renaissance extended beyond the Alps? 

• France was on its way to becoming the first centralized 

state. 

• The Tudor Henry VII had triumphed over Richard III in 

1485 at Bosworth and England as well would soon be 

centralizing its power at Court. 

• Europe was still technically led by the Pope and the Holy 

Roman Empire. 

• Maximilian became emperor in 1493 but was not powerful 

enough to keep the Ottomans at bay in the Mediterranean. 



The death of 

Casimir IV, King of 

Poland and Grand 

Prince of Lithuania, 

on June 7, 1492, 

became one factor 

in the decline of 

Poland as a great 

power and in the 

rise of Russia 



The 

expansion 

of Muscovy 

between 

1390 and 

1525 



Ivan III (Ivan The Great) 

was a key figure in 

defining Moscow as a 

“Third Rome” and its 

leaders as “Czars” in 

the wake of the fall of 

the Second Rome, 

Constantinople, in 

1453 



Church of the 

Deposition of the 

Robe on Cathedral 

Square in 

Moscow’s Kremlin 



A fresco 

representing the 

Byzantine emperor 

and patriarch 

putting the robe of 

Mary into the sea 



Christopher Columbus’s childhood home in Genoa 



An 1885 Madrid monument to Columbus and Isabella 



A 

representation 

of Amerigo 

Vespucci as a 

child drawn by 

Dominico 

Ghirandaio in 

Florence’s 

Ognissanti 

Church 



A statue of 

Vespucci outside 

Florence’s Uffizi 

Gallery 



This portrait 

may well be 

of a 1492 

Granada 

refugee, the 

Muslim Leo 

Africanus 



The architect of the “Bonfire of the Vanities” 

would himself be put to the flames in Florence in 1498 


