
“GOD WILLS IT!”: THE CRUSADES 





A knight kneels before a monk to receive a cross for his journey. 



Saddam Hussein and Saladin appear together on an Iraqi postage stamp. 





Battle of 

Milvian 

Bridge (312 

CE): 

 
Constantine 

comes to 

power and 

reorganizes the 

Roman Empire 

–  

a division 

results 

between West 

(Rome) and 

East ( 

Constantinople

/ Byzantium 





Constantine 

portrayed together 

with his mother 

Helena 



The Church of 

the Holy 

Sepulchre in 

Jerusalem: 
 

Built by Constantine in 

the 4th century CE, it 

was restored and 

enlarged by the 

Crusaders between 

1100 and 1140 CE. 





The Foundation 

Stone inside the 

Dome of the Rock, 

Jerusalem 







Battle Of Manzikert (1071 CE): 
The Seljuk Turks defeat the Byzantines. 







Emperor Alexius 

of Byzantium 

stands before the 

throne of Christ 



Pope Urban II 

proclaims the 

First Crusade at 

Clermont 

(1095 CE) 



Jerusalem as 

Centre of the 

World (13th C.): 
 

 T-shaped body of 

water separates 

Europe (bottom left) 

from Africa (bottom 

right) and Asia (the top 

half of the circle.  

Assorted monsters 

were located on the 

right-hand edge of the 

map. 



THE FIRST CRUSADE 

 

• (1095-1099 CE) 

• Initiated by Pope Urban II at Clermont 

• Proceeds in two waves 

1)  PEOPLE’S  CRUSADE 

• A populist pilgrimage/assault 

• Peter the Hermit 

• Ends in annihilation near city of Nicaea in Anatolia 

2)  CRUSADER PRINCES 

• Follows later and is much more organized militarily 

• Ends with capture of Jerusalem and establishment of 

Crusader Kingdoms in the Near East 



Peter the Hermit 

as represented in 

an early-14th-C. 

French 

manuscript points 

the way for his 

followers. 



Peter’s 

pilgrims 

clash with 

Bulgarians 

during their 

journey 

through the 

Balkans. 



A depiction of a anti-Jewish pogrom from the First Crusade: 

In 1096, there were particularly devastating massacres in the Rhineland. 





Raymond of 

Toulouse and 

Bishop 

Adhemar on 

their way to 

the Holy Land 

travel through 

Bulgaria. 



Hagia Sophia: Once the central cathedral of the Orthodox Church 



The Crusaders capture Nicaea in 1097 CE: 

In this 13th century depiction of the attack, baskets of severed heads 

are being hurled at the walls as a form of psychological warfare. 



Crusaders flee 

from a burning 

wooden fortress 

in front of the 

walls of Antioch 

during their 

siege of Antioch 

(1097 CE). 



Bishop Adhemar 

holds up the Holy 

Lance after Peter 

Bartholomew digs 

it out of the floor 

of Antioch 

Cathedral. 





Crusaders pillage 

Jerusalem in 1099: 

 

In the foreground the 

battle is at its height.  

In the background, the 

Passion of Christ is 

revealed in the 

Betrayal, Flagellations, 

Carrying of the Cross, 

Crucifixion and 

Entombment. (An early 

14th C. depiction) 



A 15th century French portrayal of the capture of Jerusalem. 



A Map of the 

Crusader 

States in 

Outremer 

(1089-1291 CE) 



CRUSADER KINGDOMS 

1) Jerusalem:  Soon ruled by King Baldwin; the heart of the 

Crusader Kingdoms.  It included not just the Holy City but 

Galilee, the Dead Sea region and a series of castles that 

extended to the Red Sea. 

2) Edessa:  Lying about 80 kilometers east of the Euphrates, it 

was mostly populated by Christian Armenians, and was 

susceptible to Muslim attacks. 

3) Antioch:  The political and social elite were Norman 

Italians, who ruled over native Armenian and Syrian 

Christians and Muslims. 

4)  Tripoli:  founded by Raymond Toulouse, its southern extent 

almost reached Beirut. 

 







THE FOUNDING OF THE MILITARY ORDERS 

 

1) Knights of St. John (Hospitallers):  distinguished by their black 

mantles and eight-pointed crosses. 

2) Knights of the Temple (Templars):  white mantles emblazoned 

with red crosses. 

 

Originally concentrating on the care and protection of pilgrims, the 

Hospitallers and Templars grew to become virtually standing 

armies renowned for their discipline and courage. 

Members lived according to rulers that were similar in some ways to 

existing monastic regulations, but a religious way of life was 

combined with fighting. 

 



Krak Des 

Chevaliers: 

 

The most 

imposing of 

the Crusader 

Castles. 



The Knights Hospitallers 

on Rhodes: 

 

The order installed 

themselves on Rhodes in 

1308.  Besieged by the Turks 

in 1480, they held out until 

1522, when they were forced 

to retreat to Malta. 



The Al-Aqsa Mosque on the Temple Mount in Jerusalem was used 

by the Knights Templars as their headquarters in the Holy Land. 



A group of 

Templars 

represented 

on the tomb 

on the 

Infante 

Felipe, 

Villasorga, 

Spain 

(13th C.) 



Fifty-four Templars being burned outside Paris in May 1310. 



The St. John Ambulance Of The Venerable Order Of St. John: 
An institutional legacy of the Crusader Era. 



The only remaining Teutonic Knights: 

Members of the Protestant Bailiwick of Utrecht of the Teutonic Order in Chapter. 



A SHIFT IN MILITARY MOMENTUM IN THE EARLY 12TH c. 

 

• 1118:  Death Of Baldwin I 

• 1119:  Christian force from Antioch defeated outside the city of Aleppo 

at the battle of the Field of Blood 

• 1120s:  Rise to power in Syria of the Muslim commander Zengi, who 

eventually comes to govern both the cities of Mosul and Aleppo. 

• 1144:  Zengi captures Edessa. 

• Zengi assassinated and succeeded by son Nur al-Din. 





St. Bernard of Clairvaux receives a vision of the Virgin Mary. 



The Second 

Crusade 

(1146 CE): 

 
Louis VII of 

France takes 

the Cross at 

Vezelay in the 

presence of 

the Bishop of 

Versailles and 

St. Bernard . 



The Second 

Crusade 

(1146 CE): 

 
The German 

King Conrad III 

takes the 

Cross in 

Speyer 

Cathedral 





Louis VII prepares for his Crusade at Saint-Denis in 1147 



The Crusader 

Kings Louis VII 

and Conrad III 

arrive at 

Constantinople 

with great 

ceremony in this 

12th-century 

French illustration. 





Mounted 

Crusaders 

advance on 

Damascus 

at the 

climax of 

the Second 

Crusade 

 
A 15th-century 

French 

illumination 





Saladin became a 

stock figure in the 

European line-up of 

legendary heroes: 

 

This representation is 

from a 15th-century Italian 

manuscript 



The Horns of Hattin in the Galilee: 

Scene of Saladin’s victory over King Guy of Jerusalem in July 1187. 



A highly 

stylized 

version of 

the Battle of 

Hattin from 

a 15th-

century 

chronicle 



Saladin kills 

Reynald of 

Antioch 

after the 

Battle of 

Hattin 



Saladin retakes Jerusalem on October 3, 1187 



Nur al-Din’s pulpit installed at the Al-Asqa Mosque 







Frederick 

Barbarossa, 

the German 

king and 

Holy Roman 

Emperor 



The River Calycadnus in Turkey where Barbarossa drowned 



The Siege of Acre as represented in a European 

manuscript written in 1280 



Richard orders 

the massacre 

of 2700 

hostages at 

Acre (1191 CE) 



Richard I marches towards Jerusalem 



Richard is 

apprehended 

in Vienna on 

his way back 

from the Third 

Crusade 



After his death in 1199, Richard was buried at Fontevraud Abbey in France 

alongside his mother Eleanor of Aquitane and other Plantagenets. 



A fantasy of Crusader wish-fulfilment: 

 
Richard the Lionheart unhorses Saladin in battle 

 

(An English image from circa 1340 CE) 





Pope Innocent III 



The elderly and 

blind doge, 

Enrico Dandolo, 

ratifies the 

Venetians’ pact 

with the 

Crusaders 



The Crusaders 

attack the port of 

Zara, across the 

Adriatic from 

Venice on the 

Adriatic coast 

(1202) 



French artist 

Eugene 

Delacroix 

depicts the 

entry of the 

Crusaders into 

Constantinople 

in 1203 CE 



Frankish and 

Venetian troops 

storm the walls of 

Constantinople in 

April 1204 



The Church of Hagia was desecrated by the Crusaders 



Taken from the Hippodrome as war booty, these bronze horses 

 would become one of the symbols of Venice. 



John Paul II, the first Pope to visit the Orthodox world since 

The Schism of 1054 apologizes to the Patriarch for the events of 1204. 



Crusading Spirit In The 13th Century 

• The Royal Crusaders: 

• Frederick II; Louis IX 

 

• Crusading At Home: 

• Albigensian Crusade 

• Baltic Crusades 

• The Reconquista 



The Children’s 

Crusade, here 

depicted by 

Gustave Dore, saw 

thousands of 

children march 

from northern 

France to 

Marseilles. 



Frederick II as 

depicted in a 13th-

century 

manuscript of his 

treatise on 

falconry 



Christians and Muslims engage in hand-to-hand combat 

during the siege of Damietta in Egypt 



St. Francis of 

Assisi preaches 

to Sultan al-

Kamil, nephew 

of Saladin 



Frederick II famously crowned himself in a 1229 ceremony in Jerusalem 



A statue of “Saint 

Louis” inside 

Sainte Chapelle 

Cathedral 



A Saint-

Chapelle 

reliquary that 

was thought to 

contain Christ’s 

Crown of 

Thorns 



Louis IX, king of 

France, sets out on 

his first crusade in 

this 14th-century 

book illustration.  

Louis’s two 

expeditions, to 

Egypt and Tunis, 

both ended in 

failure. 



Louis IX depicted as in the forefront of the attack on Damietta 

(from the 14th-century Chronicle of St. Denis) 



Louis IX was captured at the Battle of Mansourah (1250) 



A depiction of Louis IX at Acre, receiving an embassy from 

the Old Man of the Mountains, leader of the Assassins 



Louis IX’s hair-shirt and scourge at Notre Dame 



Louis IX died in Tunis in 1270 



One of the heavy 

cavalry associated 

with the Mamluks’ 

military prowess 



The Mongols under the command of Hulegu sacked Baghdad in 1258 







The tomb of Baibars in Damascus 



Christian 

defenders 

man the 

walls of 

Acre against 

Muslim 

besiegers in 

1291 in a 

19th-century 

French 

painting 



The ruins of the last Crusader fortress on the tiny isle of Ruad 





St. Dominic challenges the Albigensians in a demonstration of faith 



Cathars being ejected from the town of Carcassonne 



During the 13th century, Christian forces brought virtually all the 

Eastern and southern coastlands of the Baltic under their domination. 



A Teutonic knight 

with black cross 

and elaborate 

headdress 

(German, 1304 CE) 



The 

Teutonic 

Knights 

clash with 

the 

Russians 

under the 

leadership 

of 

Alexander 

Nevsky 

(1242 CE) 



A painting (c. 1510-20) 

that depicts the 

legendary intervention 

of Saint James or 

Santiago in the ninth-

century victory over 

the Moors at Clavijo 



A detail from 

the 13th-

century 

“Charlemagne 

Window” of 

Chartres 

Cathedral 

depicting a 

battle between 

Christians (left) 

and Moors 

(right) 





 A depiction of the Christian victory at the Battle of Las Navas de Tolosa (1212) 



A Christian army 

under James I of 

Aragon defeats the 

Moors at the Battle of 

Puig (1237 CE).  

Supernatural help is 

provided again in the 

shape of St. James, 

the figure with the 

halo (c. 1420). 



The Alhambra Palace in Granada, the last Moorish territory in Spain, 

fell to Ferdinand and Isabella in 1492. 



Titian’s “Spain 

Coming to the 

Aid of 

Religion,” a 

depiction of the 

role which 

many 

Spaniards felt 

that Philip II 

was playing in 

the late 16th-

century Europe 



A Russian depiction 

of the Ottoman 

defeat of the Serbs 

at the Battle of 

Kosovo in 1389 



Constantinople fell to Mehmet and the Ottomans in 1453 



A later depiction of Columbus making landfall in the Americas 



The naval Battle of Lepanto in 1571was a significant victory for 

Christians forces against the Muslims. 





The 18th-century 

British historian 

Edward Gibbon 

portrayed the 

Crusades as a 

“savage fanaticism” 

that had “checked . . 

. the maturity of 

Europe.”  



Voltaire was but 

one prominent 

Enlightenment 

thinker who 

derided the 

Crusades. 



A scene from Sir Walter Scott’s popular historical 

novel Ivanhoe, set at the time of the Third Crusade 



Benjamin 

Disraeli, 

the 19th-

century 

British 

Prime 

Minister 



Carl Friedrich Lessing, “The Crusader’s Vigil” (1836) 



George Inness, “March of The Crusaders” 



Richard the Lionheart as British national hero outside Westminster 



The statue of Louis IX at Sacre-Coeur 



The Salles Des Croisades at Versailles 



Emile Signol, 

“Capture of Jerusalem by the Crusaders on 15 July 1099” 



Eugene Delacroix, 

“Entry of the Crusaders Into Constantinople, 12 April 1204” 



The statue of Godfrey of Bouillon in the Place de Brussels 



Kaiser Wilhelm II on horseback in Jerusalem in 1898 



The Kaiser added a marble shrine at Saladin’s tomb in Damascus 



The bronze wreath offered by Kaiser Wilhelm to Saladin 





A Punch cartoon 

marking General 

Allenby’s capture of 

Jerusalem in 

December 1917 and 

drawing a direct 

parallel with Richard I 

and the Third 

Crusade 







The Nazis folded the WW I-era memorial to the Battle of Tannenberg (1410) into their rituals. 





The 1936 march of British workers against the lack of 

governmental response to the Depression drew upon 

Crusader imagery. 



The Spanish dictator 

Francisco Franco liked 

to portray himself as a 

Crusader engaged in a 

holy struggle against 

godless Communists. 











President Gamal Abdel Nasser marking the 710th 

anniversary of the Battle of Mansourah in 1960 



The 1963 Egyptian 

blockbuster Saladin 

used the story of the 

Saracen leader to 

promote pan-

Arabism. 



Hafiz al-Asad set up a monument to Saladin in Damascus in 1992. 



Saddam Hussein and Saladin appear side-by-side in an Iraqi mural 



Osama Bin Laden (2001): “So the world today is split into 

two parts, as Bush said: either you are with us, or you are 

[against us].  Either you are with the crusade or you are with 

Islam.  Bush’s image is of him being in the front of the line, 

yelling and carrying his big cross.”  





Mamluks perform 

sword exercises on 

the parade ground 

(from a 14th-century 

Egyptian treatise on 

mounted warfare) 



Christ leads the Crusaders to Jerusalem (from a 14th-

century English Apocalypse) 


