
ESSENCE OF JUDAISM 



A statue of Rabbi 

Hillel outside the 

Knesset in Israel 





Symbols of 

Judaism: 

 

What is 

Judaism? 

 

Who is a 

Jew? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jews praying at the Western Wall in Jerusalem 

 

 



The breaking of the glass at a Jewish wedding. 



Abraham destroys the idols from a Passover Haggadah (1712) 





“The Sacrifice of 

Isaac,” 

Rembrandt 



“Isaac Blessing Jacob,” Govert Flinck (1638) 



Israel: 

 

“The One 

Who 

Wrestled 

With God” 



“Journey To The Promised Land”: Michael Rothenstein depicts the 

Israelites as they journey to claim the land God had promised to them. 



Moses and 

the Burning 

Bush 





Tablets Of The Law With The Golden Calf: 

Rosselli, Sistine Chapel, 1481-82 





The Wilderness 





Torah Scrolls at a London synagogue 







A bimah at a Reformed Synagogue 



A 

tallit 

shawl 



A mezuzah on South Street in Philadelphia 



Moses receiving the tablets of Law from God on Mount Sinai 



A genizah ceremony of damaged holy books in the cemetery 

of the community of Ritova, Lithuania, between the world wars 



Solomon 

Schechter 

reading the 

contents of 

the Cairo 

Genizah at 

Cambridge 

at the turn 

of the 

century 



A Jewish book burial 



A Torah 



A scribe correcting a Torah scroll 





A copy of the Babylonian Talmud 



SHABBAT: 

 

 

The Sabbath 

Table 

Set For 

A Meal 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ceremony marking the beginning of the Sabbath on Friday evening 

 

 





The blowing of the shofar at Rosh Hashanah 



Painting of Hasidic Jews performing tashlikh on Rosh Hashanah (1884). 

Prayers are recited and sins symbolically cast into the water.  



Yom Kippur: “Day of Atonement” (Jacob Kramer) 



“Jews Praying in 

the Synagogue on 

Yom Kippur” 

 

-Maurice Gottlieb 

(1878) 



An Israeli Sukkot hut from 2002 



“The Sukkah Meal,” Marc Chagall 



“The 

Death 

Of 

The 

Firstborn” 

 

Bernadino 

Luini 



A Passover seder in the United States 



Machine-made matzah 



Burning the hametz in Jerusalem in the days leading up to Passover 







A 

Hanukkah 

9-branch 

Candelabra 



A Hanukkah Dreidel 



A Purim masquerade in Jerusalem 



A Purim Gragger (noise-maker) 



Some Haman’s Pockets 



Yom Hashoah: 
An example of one of the new festivals of Judaism 





A Jewish 

boy who 

has become 

Bar Mitzvah 

reads from 

the Torah 

scroll 
 

(He uses a 

pointer to follow 

the words 

without 

touching the 

sacred text) 



A 

Boy 

With 

Tefellin 







A 

Ketubah 



Traditional Jewish Divorce 

1) A document called the get prepared in the presence of a 

bet din. 

2) The bet din ensures that the man has fulfilled his financial 

obligations under the terms of the ketubah and the get is 

ripped marking the end of the marriage. 

3) Orthodox rabbis will not re-marry someone who has not 

given or gotten a get. 

4) An agunah (“anchored woman”) is a woman who wants a 

divorce but has a husband who either will not or cannot 

grant it.  She cannot remarry. 



Hasidic Jews visit graves in the Valley of Kidron, outside Jerusalem, 

one of the most ancient of Jewish burial grounds. 



Volunteers of a chevra kadisha ensure that each 

Jew receive a dignified burial.  





Sitting shiva in the first week after a death 



A yahrtzeit candle is lit on the anniversary of a loved one’s death 



 

GOD: 

 

“It matters less that they believe in me 

than that they keep my Torah” 

 

Orthodoxy (Right Belief) 

Vs. 

Orthopraxy (Right Practice) 



MAIMONIDES (12th-century Jewish philosopher) 

 

• The existence of God 

• God’s unity 

• God has no corporeal aspect 

• God is eternal 

• God alone (and no intermediaries) should be worshipped 

• Belief in prophecy 

• Moses was the greatest of the prophets 

• All of the Torah in our possession is divine and was given through Moses 

• The Torah will not be changed or superseded 

• God knows the actions of man 

• God rewards those who keep the Torah and punishes those who transgress 

it 

• Belief that the Messiah will come 

• Belief in the resurrection of the dead 



Jewish Legal Framework 

• The legal system in Judaism is known as Halakhah (literally, “to 

walk”). 

• The series of laws or practices that observant Jews should 

follow are called mitzvot. 

• The most famous of these mitzvot are the Ten 

Commandments. 

• Traditionally, 613 mitvot have been identified with the Torah. 

• The complex Jewish dietary laws or kashrut form one 

component within this much larger system of prescribed 

behavior. 

• Food is deemed either kosher (permitted) or trayf (forbidden). 





A kosher McDonald’s in Argentina 



A special rabbi, a mashgiach, certifies that food is indeed kosher 



Stages Of Jewish History 

 

1) Biblical Judaism (c. 1600 - 500 BCE) 

2) Second Temple Period (c. 500 BCE – 70 

CE) 

3) Rabbinic Judaism (c. 70 – 1750 CE) 

4) Modern Judaism (c. 1750-Present) 



Key Moments In Jewish History 

1)  The Mythic Moments 

• The Call Of Abraham (c. 2000 BCE) 

• The Exodus (c. 1240 BCE) 

 

2)  The Moments Of Crisis 

• Destruction Of The First Temple (586 BCE) 

• Destruction Of The Second Temple (70 CE) 

• The Holocaust or Shoah (1939-1945) 

• The Era Of The Enlightenment (c. 1750-1800) 







Moses on 

Mount Nebo 

views but 

does not 

enter The 

Promised 

Land 



“The Walls Of 

Jericho” 

 

-Shalom 

Moskovitz 

(1881-1981) 



The “Israel 

Stela”: 

 
The earliest 

known reference 

to the Israelites 

was erected by 

the Pharaoh 

Mernepath 

(ruled ca. 1213-

1203 BCE) and 

commemorated 

victory over an 

entity named 

“Israel” in the 

central 

highlands of 

Canaan. 



Time Of The Judges (c. 1200-1000 BCE) 

• Israel a loosely bound federation of tribes 

 

• The Bible describes a repeating pattern: 

1) After a period of piety and tranquility, the children of Israel begin to 

follow false gods. 

2) The Lord punishes their transgressions by sending foreign warriors 

to oppress them. 

3) When the Israelites repent and call upon the Lord for deliverance, 

He sends a hero to their rescue. 

4) The oppressor is overthrown, and peace is restored to the land. 

5) This peace only lasts until the cycles of apostasy, oppression, 

repentance and deliverance repeat themselves. 





Jephthah and his daughter 





David and King Saul as represented by Rembrandt 



Michelangelo’s 

David 



David brings the Ark to Jerusalem 



King 

Solomon 

dedicates 

the First 

Temple 

(966 BCE) 



A 16th-century Spanish representation of ancient Jerusalem 



Solomon and the Queen of Sheba as represented 

by Giovanni Demini 





King Josiah hears the Book of the Law 



An early 18th-century representation of 

Nebuchadnezzar’s Siege of Jerusalem 



By The Rivers Of Babylon:  In Exile After 

The Destruction Of King Solomon’s Temple 



Era Of The Prophets 

• The Hebrew word for prophet is nabi, one who calls or is called. 

• A prophet in Ancient Judaism was not someone who predicted 

the future, although the Hebrew prophets did plenty of that.  It 

was rather someone called by God to proclaim His word. 

• The Prophets lived with a worldview in which kings seemed 

small and the power of the mighty is nothing compared with 

purity, justice and mercy. 

• The Prophets attributed the misfortunes of Israel to its forsaking 

of the covenant with Yahweh. 

• They also continually warned that Yahweh would use Israel’s 

powerful neighbors as a way of chastising His people for 

straying from the true path. 



The anointing of David by Samuel, depicted in the frescoes of Dura-Europas 





A Mountain landscape depicting the Prophet Hosea 



Michelangelo’s 

representation of 

the Prophet Isaiah 

in the Sistine 

Chapel 



Jeremiah as 

portrayed by 

Rembrandt 

 
Jeremiah mourns 

both for the 

devastation of Zion 

and for the “burning 

fire” of prophecy that 

will not let him rest 





The Tomb of Cyrus the Great at Pasargadae in modern Iran 



Rebuilding the Temple in Jerusalem 



Alexander the Great portrayed inside the Second Temple 



The Roman 

General Pompey 

inside the Second 

Temple (63 BCE) 



Jewish Divisions Under The Roman Occupation 

(1st Century BCE) 

1)  Sadduccees:  Members of the priestly class, they accepted 

political collaboration with the Romans as long as the occupiers 

allowed the traditional Temple rituals to continue. 

2) Pharisees:  Did not call for open resistance to the Romans but 

did criticize the Sadduccees as a party of privilege and called 

for a Judaism that was more flexible in its interpretation and 

also for a Judaism less tied to the Temple precinct. 

3) Essenes:  Their desire to lead a pure life of obedience to 

God’s will led them to withdraw to the Dead Sea, where they 

tried to fulfill the Law in spirit as well as form.  They prepared 

for the time to come rather than engage in the conflicts of their 

own time. 

4) Zealots:  They rejected any collaboration with the Romans 

even if the consequences of such a stand was war. 



The Dead Sea Scroll Caves (The scrolls were discovered in 1947) 



Roman troops parade materials looted from the 

Second Temple as represented on the Arch of Titus 





Masada, scene of 

the last stand of 

the Zealots 

(71-73 CE) 





Bar Kochba’s letter to one of his lieutenants 



Development Of Rabbinic Judaism 

 

• Geographic Dispersion – The Diaspora 

• Worship at Jerusalem Replaced With Worship In 

Synagogues 

• Sacrifice Replaced With Prayer 

• Priests Replaced With Rabbis 



Rabbis 

• Apocryphal legend of Rabbi Yohanan ben Zakkai 

escaping from Jerusalem in a coffin to establish rabbinic 

centre at Yavneh on the southern coast of Palestine 

• Rabbi literally means “master” 

• Rabbinic period introduced new system of daily public 

prayer 

• Rabbis’ authority resting not on inheritance but on learning 

and individual charisma 

• Stress also on “acts of loving kindness” as substitute for 

sacrificial worship 







The Medieval Era In Europe 

• The medieval era is typically highlighted by historians as a 

particular low point in Jewish-Christian relations 

• Rumours about Jewish sacrilege and ritual murder became 

more widespread, including the blood libel accusation that each 

Holy Week Jews killed a Christian, usually a child, as a 

sacrificial offering for Passover. 

• There were a series of anti-Jewish pogroms associated with the 

Crusades 

• The Fourth Lateran Council (1215) introduced regulations 

stipulating that Jews must wear special badges sewn into their 

clothing to distinguish them from Christians 

• Jews were expelled from England in 1290, from France in 1394 

and from Spain in 1492 





Middle Ages And Jewish Identity 

• Segregation as symbolized at its most extreme by the physical 

barrier of the ghetto wall 

• Jews divided from non-Jews not only by their religion, but by 

their political and legal status 

• Jews could not intermarry with non-Jews, nor attend the same 

schools 

• Jews often compelled to wear distinctive clothing that set them 

apart 

• The constraints imposed led to considerable economic and 

occupational specialization, including money-lending 

• For medieval Jews, their identity was an unquestioned fact 

• Jews used the names of Biblical nations, Edom and Ishmael, to 

refer to Christians and Muslims, while referring to themselves 

by the national title “Israel” 







Sephardi And Ashkenazi Diasporas 

1)  Sephardi Diaspora 

• Those who had settled in Spain and Portugal, from the Biblical 

word for Spain 

• The expulsion of the Sephardic Jews from Spain in 1492 is 

remembered as one of the epoch-making events in Jewish 

history 

2)  Ashkenazi Diaspora 

• Those who lived in Germany and then spread further into 

central and eastern Europe 

• There was a steady stream eastwards to Poland 

• Ashkenazim differed from Sephardim in their cultural outlook; in 

their liturgical traditions; and in their spoken language (Yiddish) 





Frontispiece of 

the “Zohar,” the 

classical text of 

Kabbalah, a 

mystical tradition 

within Judaism 



The Tree of 

Divine 

Emanations 

as 

represented 

in a book by 

the 

Kabbalist 

Abraham 

Cohen 

Herera 

(c. 1570-

1635) 





An 1804 print in which Napoleon grants Jews the freedom to worship 



The German 

Moses 

Mendelssohn, the 

pioneer of the 

Haskalah 

(“Enlightenment” 

movement in 

Judaism 



The Nathanson family of Copenhagen (1818): 

Few outward signs indicate their Jewishness. 



Albert Einstein in the company of a Yiddish theatre troupe, New York, c. 1935 



A picture postcard 

from the turn of 

the century 

encapsulates the 

uncertainties of 

Jewish existence 



“Rothschild,” 

A French 

caricature from 

1898 













The 

beginnings 

of Israel as 

an 

independent 

state in 1948 





Secularists protest against religious interference in an archaeological dig in Israel. 

 
The placard shows the Chief Rabbi holding up tablets of the law inscribed: “Thou shalt not 

dig.  Thou shalt not investigate.  Thou shalt not know.  For I am the Rabbinate that brought 

you out of the land of law.” 







A Reform synagogue service 



Orthodox Jewish men in New York 



A Conservative Philadelphia synagogue designed 

by the architect Frank Lloyd Wright 



Mordechai Kaplan:  

 

The founder of 

Reconstructionism 

 



Dedication of a new synagogue in Kirkland Lake, Ontario, 1929 


