
“LET MY PEOPLE GO”: THE EXODUS 









Jacob and 

his family 

members 

descend 

into Egypt 



“Children Of Israel In Egypt,” Edward Poynter (1867) 



“Pharaoh And The Midwives,” Golden Haggadah, 

Catalonia (early 14th century CE) 



“The 

Midwives” 

 

-Carla 

Golembe 



The drowning of the Hebrew babies in the Nile 



Moses and the 

Burning Bush 

from a mosaic 

at St. Vitale in 

Ravenna, Italy 



According to tradition, the Burning Bush still survives at St. 

Catherine’s Monastery on Mt. Sinai (note the fire extinguisher) 





Moses 

appears 

before 

Pharaoh 



Moses turns the rod of Aaron into a serpent 





William Blake, “Pestilence: Death Of The Firstborn” (c. 1805) 



“Death Of The Pharaoh’s First Born,” 

Lawrence Alma-Tadema (1872) 





Exodus reports that the Israelites honored the earlier demand 

of Joseph by taking his mummified body with them out of Egypt 



“Journey To The Promised Land”: Michael Rothenstein depicts the 

Israelites as they journey to claim the land God had promised to them. 



“The Crossing Of The Red Sea,” Nicolas Poussin 





The third-century CE synagogue at Dura-Europos in 

today’s Syria contains the oldest preserved depiction 

of the exodus 



The Wilderness 



“Moses Sweetening The Bitter Waters Of Marah,” Nicolas Poussin 





“The Gathering 

Of The Manna,” 

c. 1460-1470 



The arms of Moses 

are held up by his 

assistants during 

the Battle at 

Rephidim to ensure 

the slaughter of the 

Amalekites 



A sculpture of 

the same battle 

scene is included 

on the menorah 

outside the 

Knesset in 

today’s Israel 





Mount Sinai 

depicted in a 

Georgian 

manuscript 



The Summit of Mount Sinai today 



Moses receiving the tablets of Law from God on Mount Sinai 





“The Ten Commandments,” Lucas Cranach The Elder 



Tablets Of The Law With The Golden Calf: 

Rosselli, Sistine Chapel, 1481-82 



A lego interpretation of the Levites and the killing of the 3,000 











“The 

Finding Of 

Moses,” 

 

He Qi 



Romulus and Remus suckle on the Capitoline Wolf 



Moses is set adrift by his mother in a 15th-century miniature 



“Moses Saved 

From The 

Water” 

 

-Marc Chagall 



The drawing out of Moses as represented in the 

3rd-century CE synagogue at Dura-Europos 



Judy Chicago’s embroidered matzah cover “Women of Valor/ 

Female Faces of Pesach” celebrates the women at the centre 

of Moses’ birth story 







Michelangelo’s 

sculpture of Moses 

for the tomb of 

Julius II included 

the prophet with 

horns 



Moses strikes 

the rock in the 

wilderness in 

order to draw 

water rather 

than speaking 

to it as directed 

by God 



Moses on 

Mount Nebo 

views but 

does not 

enter The 

Promised 

Land 





Stories About Moses Outside The Bible 

• A vast collection of legend and lore about Moses began to 

appear in antiquity and continued to accumulate over the 

centuries. 

• Many of these tales found their way into the Talmud, a vast 

compendium of Jewish law and lore; and the Midrash, a series 

of commentaries in which Biblical texts were explained and 

elaborated upon. 

• The Jewish scholar Philo wrote his Life of Moses in 1st-century 

CE Hellenistic Alexandria while Josephus included many 

stories about Moses in his Jewish Antiquities. 

• The 3rd-century BCE Egyptian chronicler Manetho described 

Moses as a renegade Egyptian priest who made himself king 

over a colony of lepers and conspired with the Hyksos, 

conquerors of Egypt. 







Search For The Historical Exodus 

• The Bible reports that 600,000 Israelite men of fighting 

age lined up behind Moses. 

• A rough calculation of the women, children, and old folk 

who must have accompanied these men bring the total for 

the Exodus to 2.5 million. 

• The ancient Egyptians made no record of 2 million+ 

Israelite slaves, the Ten Plagues, or the disaster at the 

Red Sea. 

• No archaeological evidence of any kind and no 

contemporaneous extra-Biblical documentary evidence 

has been found that would support the existence of Moses 

or the reality of the Exodus. 



The Beni Hasan tomb paintings of the 19th century BCE portrays 

a group from Transjordan coming down to Egypt with animals and goods 



The “Israel 

Stela”: 

 
The earliest 

known reference 

to the Israelites 

was erected by 

the Pharaoh 

Mernepath 

(ruled ca. 1213-

1203 BCE) and 

commemorated 

victory over an 

entity named 

“Israel” in the 

central 

highlands of 

Canaan. 











“Moses And Aaron With The Ten Commandments,” 

Aaron De Chavez (1675) 









Exodus Through The Centuries 

• What has been the impact of the Book of Exodus in history. 

• The story has inspired many seeking freedom from oppression. 

• History has witnessed many exodus movements patterned and 

conceived after the Biblical exodus. 

• Some movements, such as those of the New England Puritans, 

the Mormons, the Afrikaners of South Africa, and the Jews of 

America, were actual physical migrations, viewed as a kind of 

exodus to the Promised Land. 

• Other exodus movements, such as that identified with liberation 

theology in Latin America, appropriated the exodus motif 

metaphorically and theologically. 



The white South African minister Alain Foehr used the Exodus 

theme do explore how the Afrikaaners quest for their Promised 

Land had oppressed the blacks of that nation. 







DeMille’s 1956 remake of the Ten Commandments 

featured Charlton Heston in the lead role 





An independent-minded Zipporah draws up Moses from the well 

in the 1998 animated Disney feature The Prince Of Egypt 



The punk rock 

band Lars 

Fredericksen 

and the 

Bastards focus 

on the 

annihilation 

produced by the 

exodus in their 

song “10 

Plagues of 

Egypt” 



Bob Marley 

and the 

Wailers’ 1977 

song 

“Exodus” 

speaks to the 

loss of 

identity 

associated 

with western 

colonialism 

 









A Passover seder in the United States 



Matzah bread 



Burning the hametz in Jerusalem in the days leading up to Passover 







In the 1970s, when Israeli 

Prime Minister 

Menachem Begin paid a 

state visit to Egypt, he 

stood with Anwar Sadat 

at the pyramids and 

boasted, “our forefathers 

built these.” 



The “Exodus 1947” arrives in British-controlled Palestine 

from France in the immediate aftermath of the Holocaust 



Ethiopian Jews transported to Israel in 1984 as part of “Operation Moses” 



The Exodus And Christianity 

• Christians have tended to understand the Exodus in terms of 

Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. 

• Christians have seen the Mosaic call for freedom as a call to 

Christian faith and living. 

• The Red Sea crossing was described as foreshadowing 

Christian baptism as a birth into a new freedom.  It symbolized 

the movement from the death of sin to the life brought about by 

Christ. 

• Christianity portrayed the giving of the Law not as a culminating 

point, but as the beginning of God’s acts of salvation that would 

end in Jesus’ eternal reign. 

• Passover came to be understood not as liberation from 

bondage in Egypt but as spiritual liberation to everlasting life. 





Leonardo Da Vinci’s portrayal of the Last Supper 





The holy wafer of the Catholic Mass ultimately connects back 

to the Jewish tradition of eating matzah at Passover 







The 

Transfiguration 

of Jesus as 

represented by 

Raphael 

(c. 1520) 











A 19th-century representation of the Puritans’ first Thanksgiving in 1620 



“Pilgrims At Prayer During Voyage,” Robert Walter Weir 







In 1776, Thomas 

Jefferson, Benjamin 

Franklin and John 

Adams proposed a 

national seal 

featuring the parting 

of the Red Sea 

complete with 

Moses, the drowning 

Egyptians, and a 

divine pillar of fire 



Mormons moving west in the 19th century in search of religious 

freedom frequently used the Exodus motif 



The 1850s-era abolitionist John Brown was portrayed as a Moses figure 



Then-Alabama Supreme Court Chief Justice Roy Moore 

poses by the Ten Commandments statue that he secretly 

moved into the rotunda of the state judicial building in 2001 



The east pediment of the U.S. Supreme Court Building 

has Moses in the centre holding the tablets of the law 





Lincoln sits in front of the Gettysburg Address at the Lincoln Memorial 











Abolitionist Harriet Tubman was called “the Moses of her people” 



A plaque in St. Catherine’s, Ontario celebrates Tubman’s exploits 





Moses Malone, an NBA all-star of the 1970s and 1980s, 

came from deep-south, rural Louisiana 







Jacob Lawrence’s paintings capture the excitement of the 

World War I-era African-American migration to the 

Promised Land of the North 



A James Van Der Zee photo from the Harlem Renaissance of the 1920s 








