YOUR NAME:   ______________________________
LIB 131 HINDUISM ON-LINE TEXT STUDY GUIDE
***Please complete this worksheet by carefully browsing through the Hinduism On-Line Text rather than merely Googling the answers.  Note that I have numbered each link on the Hinduism On-Line Text page and then have provided the corresponding link for each of the questions below.  You will receive full credit (3% of the course grade) for this exercise as long as you complete it in good faith.  You can fill out the worksheet digitally or by hand.
§	True or False:  The world “Hindu” was introduced by outsiders rather than by Indians themselves.  (1)  _________
§	What are the four Hindu Purusarthas, or goals of human life?  (1)  _________________; ___________________; ___________________; ______________________
§	What is the Hindu term for the one supreme divine force?  (1)  ______________________
§	The divine trinity of creator, preserver, and destroyer god, respectively.  (1)  __________________; _______________________; _________________
§	True or False:  Hinduism has no clerical orders or central sacred religious text.  (2)  _______________
§	True or False:  Hinduism is usually recognized as the oldest of the world’s major religions.  (2)  _____________
§	True or False:  A defining feature of Hinduism is that its adherents insist that there is only one fixed path to salvation.  (3)  ___________________
§	The Hindu term for the cycle of continuous rebirth.  (3)  __________________
§	Sometimes translated as “soul”, it is the Hindu concept of the true self.  (3)  ___________________
§	The individual ideal male Hindu life is divided into four stages or _____________________.  What is the Sanskrit term for the last of these, which is associated with wandering asceticism?  (3)  __________________
§	The concept of the atman is a particular concern of these philosophical sacred texts, written between the eighth and sixth centuries BCE.  (5)  ____________________________
§	This sacred symbol and sound represents Brahman.  (7)  _____________
§	It brings together two Sanskrit words meaning “good” and “to exist.”  (7)  _________________________
§	It is the colour that is most associated with Hinduism.  (7)  _______________
§	This birth ritual connects a Hindu from the earliest age with the eternal syllable.  (8)  ____________________________________
§	True or False:  When an Indian woman becomes a widow, she stops wearing the bindi.  (10)  __________________
§	If Jesus is sometimes described as a shepherd, this Hindu god is a cowherd.  (11)  ____________________
§	This ashrama, or life stage, lasts from marriage to around the age of 50 or beyond.  (12)  __________________________________________
§	This Hindu time unit is said to consist of a thousand cycles of four yugas totaling 4.32 billion years.  (13)  ____________________
§	According to Hinduism, in which age or Yuga are we presently living?  (13)  ____________________
§	The arrival of these outsiders in South Asia c. 1600-1200 BCE is said to have had a major impact upon Hinduism.  (14)  _____________________
§	The name given to the period in Hinduism’s history stretching from roughly 1200-600 BCE, it derives from the early sacred texts that were compiled near the beginning of the period.  (14)  _______________________
§	These sacred texts were compiled c. 500 BCE to 1000 CE and helped to consolidate the idea of the trinity of Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva and their female counterparts.  (14)  __________________________
§	These seventeenth century Hindu warriors pushed back against Mughal expansion but also collided with European imperialists.  (14)  __________________
§	Members of this caste were responsible for performing the sacred rituals outlined in the Vedas in early Hinduism.  (15)  _________________
§	Who are the parents of Ganesha?  (16)  ____________________________
§	True or False:  Shiva represents death and destruction but also dances the dance of regeneration.  (16)  _________________
§	This avatar of Vishnu is celebrated by Hindus during Diwali.  (16)  _____________
§	This member of the Hindu Trinity is seen as the preserver of life and represents the principles of order, righteousness, and truth.  (16)  ____________  Who is his goddess consort?  ________________  What is the name given to his devotees?  (16)  _________________________
§	This goddess is usually depicted as riding upon a lion and carrying weapons in her many arms.  (16)  __________________
§	The mother of the Vedas, she is the goddess of knowledge, art, and music.  (16)  _______________________
§	Most commonly associated with Vishu, this is the term given to Hindu gods when they have descended to Earth.  (17)  ___________________
§	These ancient Hindu holy texts are associated with Brahma.  (18)  ____________________
§	True or False:  There are far few temples dedicated to Brahma than to the other major Hindu deities.  (18)  ________________
§	Brahma is closely associated with this flower.  (18)  __________________
§	The most common symbol of Shiva, it is typically placed at the very center of temples dedicated to him.  (19)  __________________
§	Shiva is represented with this animal coiled around his neck.  (19)  ______________
§	Shiva is usually shown holding this weapon in his left hand.  (19)  _____________________
§	This bull is the vehicle of Shiva.  (19)  _________________
§	What is the night particularly devoted to the worship of Shiva?  (19)  ______________________________
§	According to one famous Hindu story, the power of this goddess’s descent to Earth was softened by proceeding first through Shiva’s matted hair.  (20)  ______________________
§	This discus-like weapon is associated with Vishnu and is seen as symbolizing cutting through ignorance and illusion.  (22)  ____________________
§	This eagle is the king of birds and the vehicle of Vishnu.  (22)  ____________
§	As Varaha, Vishnu took the form of this animal and rescued the earth from the bottom of the sea.  (23)  _________________
§	In this avatar, Vishnu took the form of a man-lion to kill the demon Hiranyakashipiu.  (23)  __________________________
§	As the dwarf Vamana, Vishnu tricked this demon king and banished him to the underworld.  (23)  _________________
§	The last of Vishnu’s avatars, he is scheduled to appear at the end of the present Kali Yuga and will appear riding a white horse and carrying a sword.  (23)  __________________
§	This great Indian epic tells the story of Vishnu in his avatar as Lord Rama, the ideal king and husband.  (24)  ______________________  Who takes Rama’s wife Sita captive in this story?  __________________  Where is this rakshasa’s kingdom located?  (24)  ________________  What divine monkey plays a key role in the rescue of Sita?  _________________
§	Which Hindu festival celebrates Rama’s return to his kingdom of Ayodhya?  (24)  ________________
§	Krishna is portrayed as the charioteer of which Pandava warrior in the Mahabharata?  (25)  __________________
§	Kali was born from the brow of which Hindu goddess?  (29)  ______________
§	According to Hindu tradition, Ganesha served as the scribe for this epic.  (31)  ___________________
§	This 10-day festival takes place in the late summer and honours Ganesha.  (31)  _____________________
§	In this form of puja, light or lamps are offered to the gods amidst songs and prayers.  (35)  ________________
§	What is the term for the food that is offered to a deity in a puja?  (36)  ___________________
§	True or False:  Regular weekly collective worship at temples rests at the very center of the Hindu faith.  (38)  _______________
§	Literally “womb-chamber,” this is the term for the inner chamber of a Hindu temple where the image or idol of the deity (“murti”) rests.  (38)  ______________________________
§	These tall and ornate gateways are a characteristic feature of Hindu temples in Southern India.  (39)  _______________________
§	These Cambodian temples are associated with Buddhism today but were built as Hindu worship sites by King Surya Varman II in the twelfth century.  (39)  _________________________
§	What is the English translation of Navaratri?  (43)  ______________________
§	True or False:  The Ganges is mentioned only twice in the Rig Veda, the most important of Hinduism’s early sacred texts.  (45)  _______________
§	This Hindu festival, which involves bathing in the Ganges, is the world’s largest religious celebration.  (45)  __________________
§	These landing places along the Ganges at such sites as Varanasi and Haridwar are prominent sites for Hindu cremation rituals.  (45)  ___________
§	The Ramayana is traditionally accredited to this fifth-century BCE poet.  (46)  _________________
§	What is the name of Rama’s kingdom in the Ramayana?  (46)  _________________________
§	True or False:  The Mahabharata is approximately ten times the length of Homer’s Iliad.  (47)  ________________
§	The competition for control of the Bharata kingdom between which two families rests at the center of the Mahabharata.  (47)  _______________; _____________________
§	Traditionally, Hindu sacred texts have been categorized between _____________ literature, or that which was heard, and _______________ literature, or that which was memorized or remembered.  (48)

