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The Qutb Minar 

victory tower 

 

-Built in 1230 CE 



The 

Jami 

Masjid 



Security forces at the Jami Mosque in 2010 



The Red Fort represented circa 1770 CE 



Akbar II on 

the Peacock 

Throne 

at the Red 

Fort 





Shah 

Bahadur II – 

 

The 

Last 

Mughal 

Emperor 



British and loyal Indian soldiers fight their way through the 

Streets of rebel-held Delhi in 1857 



The Red Fort became the epicenter for the 1857 Indian Mutiny 



King and Emperor George V rides out from the Red Fort 

during the 1911 durbar 



Nehru addresses the nation from the Red Fort in Independence Day, 1947 





ISLAM COMES TO INDIA IN 3 MAIN WAVES 

1) Arab seafarers came to the western coast of the Sub-

Continent starting in the 8th century CE.  Sind remained an 

isolated Muslim outpost in South Asia for almost three 

centuries. 

2) From the 11th century onward, massive Turkic raids ravaged 

the northern Indian plain.  In 1206, the newcomers 

established a dynasty in the old city of Delhi. 

3) The Moghuls came in the 16th century and was Turkish-

Afghan in nature. 





MUGHAL EMPIRE 

 

At the height of their power, the Mughals held 3.2 million square 

kilometers of territory and commanded a population of 

between 100 and 150 million people. 

It was the largest empire in Indian history up to that time. 

The Mughal Empire nominally retained the throne of Delhi until 

1858, although for most of its last century the Mughals ruled 

as puppets of the British. 

 



The tomb of Babur outside Kabul 



BABUR 

 

Born in Fergana, Babur claimed direct descent from both 

Genghis Khan and Tamerlane 

He conquered Kabul in 1504, and it was from here that he 

launched his final attack on India in 1525 



A 16th-century 

Indian painting 

depicts Moghul 

warriors in 

pursuit of the 

Sultan of Delhi’s 

fleeing army at 

Panipat in 1526 



Sketched around 

the year of his 

death (1605), this 

portrait captures 

Akbar in a 

meditative mood. 



Emperor Akbar 

(top, in white) 

inspects the 

buildings of his 

red sandstone 

city, Fatehpur 

Sikri 



Akbar’s minister 

Abul Fazl presents 

the emperor with 

the first volume of 

his official memoir 

of Akbar’s reign, 

the Akbarnama 



Akbar 

commissioned a 

translation of the 

Mahabharata by 

assembling a 

number of Hindu 

scholars at 

Fatehpur Sikri 



Akbar and the 

Jesuits: 

 

One of his 

conferences with 

representatives of 

the world’s faiths 



At the age of 36, on a hunt 

in the Punjab, Akbar was 

horrified by the slaughter 

around him.  In this 

picture, Akbar, like 

Buddha, sits below a tree. 



The palace complex at Fatehpur Sikri 



Three Muslim 

emperors who ruled 

India at the peak of 

Mughal power are 

shown side by side: 

 

In the center is Akbar; to 

his right is his son, 

Jahangir; to his left, his 

grandson, Shah Jahan, 

who commissioned this 

painting 



Shah 

Jahan 

and 

Mumtaz 





Dara Shikoh, 

the ill-fated 

prince who 

hoped to show 

“The Meeting 

of the Two 

Oceans” of 

Hinduism and 

Islam 



Dating from about 

1680, this portrait 

shows the Emperor 

Aurangzeb in full 

armor and holding a 

gold lance. 



Guru Nanak (b. 1469- d. 1539), the founder of Sikhism 



Guru Nanak: “There is no Hindu, there is no Muslim.” 



The Golden Temple at 

Amritsar, the holiest 

shrine of the Sikh 

faith, houses the 

original Granth Sahib 



The 10th Guru Gobind Singh (1661-1708; r. 1675-1708) 



Guru Gobind Singh establishes Anandpur as a fortress town 



Guru Gobind Singh calls for the ultimate sacrifice from his followers 



Guru Gobind Singh and 

The Khalsa 

• Each of the panj piare was given the name Singh 
(“lion”). 

• All Sikh women take the surname Kaur 
(“princess”). 

• The Five Ks are initiated at this time. 

• The Khalsa way of life came to be summarized in 
a set of rules of faith and practice called the Rahit 
(“path”). 

• “Baptized” sikhs are referred to as amrit-dhari 
Sikhs. 



A British East India agent with a hookah 





EARLY EUROPEAN EXPANSION INTO INDIA 

The Portuguese pushed eastwards in the 15th-century in an effort to 

break the spice monopoly controlled by the Muslims and Venetians. 

By 1505, the Portuguese had appointed a viceroy, and they soon 

established trading posts along the west coast.  They became the 

dominant power in the Indian Ocean in the 16th century. 

The Dutch soon moved by force into Indonesia’s spice and pepper 

trade, amalgamating their trading companies in 1602 into one 

United East India Company of the Netherlands. 

The English East India Company had been founded two years earlier 

by Elizabeth I, who granted it a charter giving exclusive trading 

rights to “the Governor and Company of Merchants of London 

trading into the East Indies.” 

Other European nations followed (egs. Danish East India Company in 

1616 and the French Company of the East Indies in 1664). 



A later English 

representation shows 

Akbar receiving the 

English ambassador 

at his court in 1585 



Thomas Roe: 

 

In 1615, he 

arrived in India as 

England’s 

ambassador to 

the Mughal court 



Indian merchants gather outside the East India Company factory in Surat 



ENGLISH COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT 

With the consent of Indian rulers, traders of the East India 

Company established a handful of small posts along the 

coast. 

England’s first Indian factory was at Surat, on the northwest 

coast. 

Bombay, to the south, eventually replaced Surat as the main 

trading center on  the west coast. 

On the east coast, the fortified factories at Madras and Calcutta 

emerged as the pre-eminent centers of trade. 



The harbour at Mumbai in 1731 



Madras Day is still held every year on August 22 to  

commemorate the founding of Chennai in 1639 



Fort William was built in 1690 at the future Calcutta 



British ships sailed up the Hooghly to Calcutta 



The body of 

William Kidd is 

hanged by the 

Thames River 

in England 



At the docks in 

London, goods 

unloaded from 

the East India 

Company ships 

wait to be 

moved to its 

warehouses 



During a 1748 

siege, French 

troops defend 

their fort at 

Pondicherry 



Robert 

Clive 

(1725-1774) 



The rock fortress of 

Trichinopoly at which 

the British-allied 

nawab Muhammad Ali 

held out against the 

superior forces of a 

French-based rival  



A British representation of the Black Hole of Calcutta (1756) 



The Battle of Plassey (1757) 



Robert Clive receives the diwan of Bengal in 1765 



Tipu Sultan – 

Prince of 

Seringapatam and 

arch-nemesis of 

the British 



Tipu Sultan’s British-eating mechanical tiger 



East Indian 

forces make 

their final 

assault on the 

fortress of 

Seringapatam 

on May 4, 

1799 



Trafalgar Square in today’s London.  The British victory 

at the Battle of Trafalgar (1805) consolidated their control of India. 



“Count Rupee” gallops through London’s Hyde Park in this 

 18th-century lampoon of the “nabobs” 





William 

Jones: 

 

Note the 

statue of the 

Hindu god 

Ganesh on 

his desk 



An Englishman 

wearing silk 

drawstring 

trousers modeled 

after the Indian 

“paijama” 



Warren 

Hastings: 

 

The first 

governor-

general of 

British India 



Gurkha soldiers, recruited from the Himalayan Mountains 

and foothills served first as irregular units and then as part 

of the permanent army. 



At a regimental durbar, cavalry commander James Skinner 

(center, rear) and his son prepare to receive a soldier 

seeking to join Skinner’s Horse 



A sole survivor returns from Afghanistan in 1841 



The 

charismatic 

Sikh leader 

Ranjit Singh 

had led an 

independent 

Sikh Empire 

until his 

death in 1839. 



In a British 

home in 

Calcutta, a 

mensahib or 

European 

mistress of a 

household, 

examines a 

new hat from 

an Indian tailor 



A group of Thugs 



Clothed in the finest European fashions, British shoppers 

stroll through Taylor’s Emporium in search of merchandise 



The Lesser Ajax attacks Cassandra at the Fall of Troy 



Lord Dalhousie, 

Governor General 

of India 

(1848-1856) 



The nawab of Oudh 

gestures to Lord 

Wellesley as they 

watch an elephant 

fight that has been 

staged for the 

governor-general’s 

entertainment 







The Meerut Mosque 



The Red Fort in Delhi 



British troops hurry to the Indian battlefield in 1857 



British and Sikh troops in 1857 



The Cawnpore Ghat 



The aftermath of the massacre at Cawnpore as represented in a contemporary print 



Sir Henry Lawrence, 

the British 

Commissioner 

resident at Lucknow 



Henry Lavelock relieving the British besieged in Lucknow 



Lakshmi Bai, the 

Rani of Jhansi 



A statue of 

Rani of 

Jhansi 



Bahadur Shah in captivity 



Mutineers hanged by the British in 1858 



Indian bodies in Lucknow 





A stamp commemorating the Vellore Mutiny of 1806 



King George 

and Queen 

Mary at the 

Red Fort in 

Delhi 

(1911) 



Outside Government House in 1858 



Victoria sits on her 

Indian ivory throne 

for an imperial 

portrait upon being 

proclaimed Empress 

of India (1877) 



A ceremony commemorating Victoria’s appointment as Empress 



An English officer in the 1870s 



The Memorial Well at Cawnpore (1903) 



Anglo-Indian bungalows 



English officials and wives at a tennis party in India 



Darjeeling Railway 



Great Indian 

Peninsular 

Railway 

Terminus, 

Mumbai 



Map of 

travel to 

India before 

1869 and 

the 

completion 

of the Suez 

Canal 



Workers struggle to pull a telegraph cable to shore 

at the mouth of the Persian Gulf in 1865 



An early photograph of the Indian National Congress 



Lord Curzon on a tiger hunt 



Indian troops in Mesopotamia during WW I with the Guru Granth Sahib carried in front 







Congress workers in South India, 1924 



The 

Salt 

March 

of 

1930 



Nehru and Gandhi 





Mohammed Ali 

Jinnah – 

 

The famed Muslim 

civil rights activist 



A propaganda leaflet from Subhas Chandra Bose’s Indian National Army 





A Calcutta alley in August 1946 



Governor 

General 

Lord 

Mountbatten 

and Nehru 



A statue of 

Nehru at 

India’s 

Parliament 

House 



A train departing to Pakistan in 1947 



Order quickly begins to break down in 1947 



A refugee camp outside Delhi in 1947 



Muslim refugees on the road in 1947 



Rural Sikhs, caught between two countries, choose India 



The funeral of Mahatma Gandhi, 1948 


