
THE MOUNTIES IN HISTORY AND MYTH 





The Historical Background 

• In 1670 King Charles II had granted most of the land of 

what is now Western Canada and a monopoly of the trade 

in that territory to the Hudson’s Bay Company. 

• To Canadians at the time of Confederation the land was 

familiarly known as the “North-West.” 

• In 1869, the Company’s representatives agreed to 

surrender its title to Rupert’s Land to the federal 

government. 

• Prime Minister MacDonald decided upon a paramilitary 

force of mounted police modeled on the Royal Irish 

Constabulary to establish law and order on Canada’s 

frontier. 

• The Red River Rebellion delayed implementation. 



Fort Whoop-up was a notorious post where Americans traded whiskey 



This 1874 image is the earliest known photography of the Force 



Francis Dickens, the son of Charles, received his commission in 1874. 

His grave in Moline, Illinois is pictured here. 



The massacre of approximately 20 Assiniboine by American and Canadian 

wolf hunters in 1873  became the immediate impetus for the Great March. 



The first NWMP troops wintered at Lower Fort Garry in the winter of 1873-74  



Colonel George 

Arthur French 

became the first 

permanent 

commissioner of 

the NWMP 





Sappers with the North American Boundary Commission 



The Toronto contingent heads to Dufferin via train.  The Montreal 

journalist Henri Julien’s drawings would do much to publicize the epic march. 



Fort Dufferin in 1874 



Actors and officers recreating the march on its 125th anniversary in 

1999 begin their trek westward. 





NWMP officers at Fort McLeod in 1879 



A statue of James MacLeod outside the Mountie Museum in Calgary 



NWMP officers at Calgary c. 1885 



Fort Battleford in 1885 



Fort Walsh in 1878 



An ensemble of sergeants at Fort Walsh, Saskatchewan in the 1870s  



Fort Walsh was 

named after 

Inspector James 

Walsh, who 

cultivated the 

image of the 

swashbuckling 

NWMP man 



In 1882 the NWMP headquarters were moved to the new capital of Regina 





Early Responsibilities for the NWMP 

• For many years, members of the Force represented every 

facet of civil authority in the Northwest. 

• The Force assumed responsibility for many of the mail 

services between settlements. 

• Until 1879 members acted as agents for the Indian 

Department in most matters relating to First Nations 

affairs. 

• Members of the NWMP served as customs officials and 

collected information for the 1881 census. 

• Men joined as constables and then could move up through 

the non-commissioned ranks, from corporal to sergeant to 

staff sergeant. 



Jerry Potts with a group of Peigan First Nations and Mounties 

in southern Alberta in 1886 



A NWMP 

sergeant and a 

police scout 

examine the 

burial site of a 

Lakota warrior  

near Eastend, 

Saskatchewan, 

circa 1878 





Mounties meet with the Lakota chief Sitting Bull in 1877 



Buffalo bones  



Treaty Number 7 involved the surrender of First Nations’ claims to what is now the 

southern part of Alberta.  Commissioner MacLeod was centrally involved in the negotiations. 



The NWMP stand guard outside the Regina courtroom during Louis Riel’s trial. 



NWMP officers at the time of the 1885 Northwest Rebellion 



A contemporary representation of the Battle of Duck Lake 

in 1885 south of Prince Albert, Saskatchewan 



Artillery drill at Regina at the time of the 1885 Rebellion 



A Mountie guarding the rail line 



Sam Steele and fellow Mounties at Beaver Crossing 



NWMP 

constables 

on patrol 



The Banff detachment of the NWMP in 1888 



The Donald Station, B.C. NWMP headquarters in 1884-85 



Fort Steele Heritage Park today 



Inspector Charles 

Constantine was 

sent to the Yukon 

by the NWMP in 

1894 



Mounties at Fort Constantine in the Winter of 1895 



Members of the NWMP at Chilkoot Pass in 1898 



Sam Steele’s 

leadership 

during the 

Klondike Gold 

Rush would help 

to consolidate 

the image of the 

Mounties 



Mounties relaxing at Chilkoot Pass during the Gold Rush 



The Mounties help to deliver the mail to Dawson City 



Preparing to transport gold bars South from the Yukon 



Royal North West Mounted Police (1904-

1919) 

• For many years, the Force was little different in manner 

and appearance from a regular military formation. 

• Internally, it was organized and run on regimental lines, 

• Its members, by and large, considered themselves 

soldiers who had, in addition, certain civilian 

responsibilities. 

• Thus, when Canada went to war the members of the 

Force felt that it was as much their responsibility to fight s 

to maintain law and order. 



Lord Strathcona’s Horse was organized in 1900 and fought in the Boer War 



RNWP And World War I 

• At the outbreak of World War I in 1914, the Canadian 

government refused to allow members to volunteer for 

active service, believing that essential police services had 

to be maintained. 

• Within a few days of the beginning of the war, Parliament 

passed the War Measures Act, which gave the authorities 

special powers to ensure the internal security and defense 

of the country. 

• These included provisions for the registration and 

detention of aliens; the censorship and control of the 

means of communication; and the arrest of anyone 

attempting to leave Canada to join the military forces of an 

enemy nation. 



World War I recruits at the Mounties’ training centre in Regina 



RNWP officers at Shorncliffe, England in 1918 



A cavalry unit was sent to Vladivostok at the end of WW I 



The Mounties And The New Prairie Provinces 

• Alberta and Saskatchewan became provinces in 1905. 

• With the change of government, the responsibility for 

administering provincial and criminal laws would pass to 

the provinces. 

• Between 1906 and World War I, the NWMP provided 

policing services to the new provinces under contract. 

• Near the end of the war, the Force was relieved of its 

provincial police duties in Saskatchewan, Manitoba and 

Alberta. 



Members of the Dominion Police outside Parliament in Ottawa in 1909 





The RNWP played a controversial role during the 1919 Winnipeg General Strike 



Establishment Of A National Police Force 

• An Order-in-council increased the statutory strength of the 

Royal North-West Mounted Police to 2500 men on July 

14, 1919. 

• Shortly afterwards, steps were taken to organize mounted 

troops at strategic locations across Western Canada. 

• The Dominion Police was absorbed by the Royal North-

West Mounted Police. 

• The jurisdiction of the RNWMP was extended throughout 

Canada as the sole federal police force. 

• In 1920, the new status of the organization was 

recognized with a renaming as the Royal Canadian 

Mounted Police. 



The Inter-War Era 

• The interwar period would become a formative one in the 

history of the Mounties.  By 1939, the modern character of 

the RCMP had taken shape. 

• From a small federal police force, it had been transformed 

in two decades into the principal institution for law 

enforcement in Canada. 

• By 1932, contracts for provincial policing had been 

established with Saskatchewan, Alberta, Manitoba, Nova 

Scotia, New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island. 

• B.C. would finally give up its provincial police in 1956. 



The Post-War Era 

• The heightened international tensions of the Cold War era 

ensured that security and intelligence work would continue 

to be a major preoccupation for the Mounted Police. 

• A series of scandals led to the recommendation by the 

McDonald Commission in 1981 to remove intelligence 

operations from the purview of the RCMP 

• A new civilian agency, the Canadian Security Intelligence 

Service, or CSIS, was created in 1984. 

• In 1974, the first female recruits were admitted to the 

Force’s training centre in Regina. 





This toy from the 

late 19th-century 

but was but the 

first in a 

continuing line of 

Mountie-related 

merchandise 





Veterans of the 1874 Great March were given a prominent place 

in the festivities at the first Calgary Stampede in 1912 





The Mounties 

performing the 

Musical Ride at 

the New York 

World’s Fair in 

1939 



Fort Walsh National Historic Site in Saskatchewan today. 

The old NWMP headquarters served as the centre for the 

Force’s ranch between 1943 and 1968. 



This monument of Superintendant James Walsh meeting 

Sitting Bull was unveiled at Fort Walsh in 1976 



Depot Division remains in Regina today 



A NWMP 

sergeant 

poses in the 

original 

1874 

uniform 













“Rose 

Marie” 

(1936) was 

but one of 

the 

Hollywood 

productions 

featuring 

Mounties as 

chivalrous 

heroes 

















The black horse “Centennial” was presented to the Queen 

on the Force’s 100th anniversary in 1973 







The Lesser Ajax attacks Cassandra at the Fall of Troy 



Daedalus, 

Pasiphae 

and the 

Wooden 

Cow: 

 
A representation 

of the story from 

a Roman fresco 

in Pompeii 



“The Minos 

Family” 

 

-Erika Meriaux 



The Hindu View Of Kashi (Varanasi) 

• According to the ancient sacred texts, all that is powerful 

and auspicious is here. 

• All of the sacred places of India and all of her sacred 

waters are here. 

• All the gods are attracted here by the brilliance of the City 

of Light. 

• All of the eight directions of the compass originated here. 

• While Kashi is the very centre of the world, it is not 

attached to the earth and sits above it on the trident of its 

lord and protector Shiva. 

• It is not subject to the great cycles of time. 


