
“THE EGG THAT LUTHER HATCHED:” 

THE REFORMATION 



A map of 

Europe’s 

religious 

landscape at 

the close of 

the 

Reformation. 



A Protestant presentation of the 16th-century divide within the Church.  

The Day of the Pentecost, when believers spoke in tongues (shown by the 

flames coming from their mouths) from Luther’s translation of the Bible 

into German.  The Papal dragon is powerless to interfere. 



PROTESTANTISM VERSUS CATHOLICISM 

 

• Emphasis on verbal revelation, preaching and 

Scripture in Protestantism 

• Less focus upon the holy sacraments in 

Protestantism 

• Rejection of extra-Biblical authority 

 

• Questions raised by Protestants:  Who speaks for 

God?  Who mediates between the individual 

believer and the divine?  What is the source of 

authority within the Church?  What should be the 

relationship between Church and State? 



Martin Luther 

(1453-1546) 



Statues of Luther in today’s Wittenberg 



Luther nails his 95 

theses criticizing 

indulgences to the 

door of the castle 

church of Wittenberg 



A painting by Lucas Cranach offers a 

schematized presentation of Luther’s teaching: 

Luther on the right; his congregation on the 

left; and in the centre Christ crucified. 



Luther publicly burns 

the Papal bull 

announcing his 

excommunication 

from the Church. 



A 

monument 

to Martin 

Luther at 

Worms 





Luther translates 

the Bible into 

German. 



Lutheran Principles 

• Sola Fide:  “By Faith Alone” 

• Sola Scriptura:  “By Scripture Alone” 

• Sola Gratia:  “By Grace Alone” 



An illustration to a poem in support of the German Peasants’ 

Revolt of 1524.  The poem suggests that even rabbits can 

slay the mighty hunter if they all band together. 



The Twelve 

Articles 

outlined the 

peasant 

demands in 

1525 



The title page of 

Luther’s Against 

the Robbing and 

Murdering Hordes 

of Peasants (1525) 







Ulrich Zwingli 

(1484-1531) – A 

Swiss Protestant 

associated with the 

Reformed Tradition 



Grossmunster: 

Zwingli’s Zurich 

church 



Zwingli represented on the doors of the Grossmunster church 



The interior of 

the 

Grossmunster 

Church 



Swiss iconoclasm in the era of Zwingli 



SACRAMENTARIAN CONTROVERSY 

• The most important doctrinal difference separating 

Luther and Zwingli was about the nature of the 

Eucharist. 

• Luther maintained that communion indeed 

represented the physical presence of Christ. 

• Zwingli, however, interpreted the ritual more 

symbolically and spiritually. 

• The dispute involved interpretations about the 

nature of Christ. 



The differences between Luther and Zwingli had become 

irreconciliable by the time of their meeting at Marburg in 1529  



Zwingli’s helmet and sword on display in Zurich 



Zwingli would 

die on the 

battlefield at 

Kappel in 1531 





John Calvin (1509-64).  

This French 

theologian 

transformed Geneva, 

Switzerland into an 

international centre 

for Protestant 

revolution. 





A portrait of 

the young 

John Calvin 



The French Background 

• The French monarchy had traditionally maintained 

significant independence from Rome. 

• Pope Leo X had signed the Concordat of Bologna (1516) 

with King Francis I, giving the king the right to appoint 

bishops and abbots in France. 

• In 1521, Francis I ordered Luther’s writings burned. 

• Protestant ideas arrived in France through Germany. 

• In 1534, reformers affixed placards against the Mass in 

Paris and on the king’s bedroom door in his castle at 

Amboise. 

• A crackdown on Protestants followed in France. 



Title page of 

the 1559 

edition of 

Calvin’s 

Institutes of 

the Christian 

Religion 



CALVIN’S THEOLOGY 

• Calvin emphasized the omnipotence rather than the mercy 

of God. 

• His Yahweh was a more forbidding figure than Luther’s. 

• God predestined some humans for eternal salvation (the 

Elect) while the others would suffer everlasting damnation 

(the Reprobates). 

• Calvin’s ideas were outlined in his Institutes of the 

Christian Religion, first published in 1536. 





St. Nicholas Church in Strasbourg, where Calvin preached in 1538 



The pulpit 

at Geneva’s 

St. Pierre 

Cathedral 



CALVIN’S GENEVA AS A THEOCRACY 

• Calvin demanded that the city of Geneva become the 

armed citadel of God. 

• Discipline was institutionalized in the Consistory, 

composed of 12 elders – members of the city council – 

who met with pastors once a week to hear reports by 

informers about their neighbours. 

• Calvin insisted that the Consistory would have the right to 

discipline citizens and to dispense harsh penalties. 



REGULATIONS IN CALVIN’S GENEVA 

• Attendance at church and at morning prayers was strictly 

enforced. 

• A major category of offense was private immorality – 

fighting, fornication, adultery and swearing, for example. 

• The elders controlled all amusements, prohibiting 

promiscuous bathing, card playing, gambling, and 

dancing. 

• They forbade theatrical performances and at one point 

tried to close the taverns. 





The Reformation Wall in Geneva celebrates key Calvinists 



Knox is the key reformer in the history of Scottish Presbyterianism 





Another section of the Calvinist Wall in Geneva commemorates 

core documents in the history of Protestantism, including those 

the Mayflower Compact and one associated with Oliver Cromwell 



Different 

Anabaptist groups 

and leaders.  They 

were united in their 

belief that baptism and 

church membership 

were properly matters 

of adult conviction. 



Amish in Pennsylvania. . . Heirs to the Radical Reformation 



The Radical Reformers 

• Wanted to live in conformity with Scripture and the faith of the 

first Christians. 

• Believed the Church should be a voluntary society of convinced 

believers. 

• Emphasized separatism from the state. 

• Tended to rely upon local congregations rather than church 

hierarchies. 

• Modelled themselves on the early Apostles. 

• Many Radicals believed in pacifism and refused to offer oaths 

to the State. 

• Some Radicals emphasized property in common. 



The disputation of 1525 led to a break between the 

Swiss Brethren and Zwingli 





A memorial plaque by the river in Zurich commemorates 

the martyrdom of Felix Mantz and other Anabaptists 



This illustration depicts Anneken Henriks, a 16th-century Dutch 

Anabaptist martyr, being tied to a ladder and hoisted towards the fire. 



The title page of the Schleitheim Confession (1527), 

a statement of the core principles of the Swiss Brethren 





Anabaptist Dirk Willems rescues his pursuer but is 

subsequently burnt at the stake in 1569 





Jacob Hutter 

(1500-1536), a 

hat-maker by 

trade, was a 

prominent 

Tyrolese 

Anabaptist 



An 18th-century historic building associated with the Moravian Brethren in 

Winston-Salem, North Carolina  



Hutterites in Southern Alberta 



Apocalyptic Activists 

• These radicals suggested that an imminent Apocalypse 

would cleanse a corrupt world. 

• If Jean Calvin looked to the Old Testament for his images, 

these Protestants took much of their inspiration from the 

Book of Revelation. 

• Key figures identified Strasbourg as the New Jerusalem 

from which Christ would send out 144,000 preachers to 

the world. 





The apocalyptic prophecies of Melchior Hoffman 

indentified Strasbourg as the predicted New Jerusalem 





The siege of Munster in 1534 



John of 

Leiden as 

king of 

Munster 



The bodies of the 

leaders of the 

Anabaptist 

theocracy in 

Munster were 

displayed in these 

iron cages after 

their execution. 



Menno 

Simons (c. 

1496-1561), a 

Dutch Radical 

Reformer and 

founder of the 

Mennonites. 



The Black Creek Mennonite Church 



Michael 

Servetus 

was 

executed in 

Calvin’s 

Geneva in 

1553 



The Comox Valley Unitarian Fellowship 





English Reformation 

• The English Reformation began not as a theological dispute but 

as a political struggle between the monarchy and the papacy. 

• In 1534, Henry VIII (ruled 1509-47) had Parliament name him 

supreme head of the Church of England. 

• A succession of monarchs would follow that led to a waxing and 

waning of the fortunes for Protestantism and Catholicism in 

England. 

• Elizabeth’s 39 Articles (1563) provided a framework for the 

subsequent relations between state and church in England. 

• Some Protestants argued that the reforms implemented had not 

gone far enough.  



Henry VIII 



Catherine 

of 

Aragon 



Anne Boleyn 



Dissolution Of The Monasteries 

• The smaller monasteries were shut down by 1536, while 

the larger ones had been taken over by 1540. 

• Two-thirds of the monasteries were sold within ten years. 

• In 1539, Henry reaffirmed his commitment to Catholic 

practice by passing into law the Six Articles. 

• These articles affirmed the transubstantiation of the 

Eucharist, confession, private masses, and celibate vows. 





In this propaganda poster, the dying Henry VIII points to his son Edward VI, flanked 

by his Protestant council.  Edward treads down the Pope and his monks.  Through 

the window can be seen the cleansing of the land from error and superstition. 



Mary (1553-

1558) 

succeeded 

Edward and 

declared 

England to 

be a 

Catholic 

nation 





The Bloody Mary 

attests to the 

divisions within 

16th century 

England 



Elizabeth 

I 

(ruled 

1558-

1603) 



Elizabeth I And The English Reformation 

• The Church of England (Anglicanism) retained much previous 

ritual and erected a hierarchy modelled on the Church of Rome 

– the difference being that the monarch, rather than the Pope, 

was the head of the church. 

• The Act of Uniformity (1559) imposed the Book of Common 

Prayer (1550) on religious services of the Church. 

• The Act of Supremacy (1559) required all officials, clergy and 

candidates for university degrees to take an oath to the Church 

of England. 



The execution of Mary Queen of Scots 



El Greco, “Christ Cleaning The Temple” (1570) 



The 

Spanish 

Inquisition 





Pope 

Paul IV 

(1555-59) 



Catholic Reform 

• The Catholic Church pushed to eliminate such abuses as 

simony and absentee priests and bishops. 

• There was an attempt to enforce celibacy amongst priests 

and monks. 

• New religious orders sprang up from below, including such 

groups as the Capuchins, the Theatines, the Ursulines, 

and the Jesuits. 



The remains of 4,000 Capuchin friars adorn the ossuary 

of Santa Maria della Conezione in Rome 







The Ursulines arrive in New France 





Teresa of Avila (1515-82) helped to express Catholics’ longing 

 for a less mediated and more visceral Christianity 



The Spanish 

theologian St. 

Ignatius of Loyola 

(1491-1556), the 

founder of the 

Society of Jesus 

(the Jesuits) 



Ignatius as wounded soldier 



The Cathedral of the Black Madonna of Montserrat 



Ignatius of 

Loyola 

affirms his 

commitment 

to the faith 



Loyola’s 

cave at 

Manresa 

converted 

into a shrine 



Ignatius writes the Spiritual Exercises 



The Inquisition interrogates Ignatius in 1526 





Ignatius and his disciples take their vows in Paris in 1534 



Pope Paul III 

formally 

recognizes 

the Society 

of Jesus 



Society Of Jesus (The Jesuits) 

• The Jesuits had no uniform garb, no fixed prayer times 

and no communal prayers. 

• They defined themselves as “contemplatives in action” 

with the world as their cloister. 

• They vowed to accept any mission deemed necessary by 

the Pope. 

• Instituted along the military lines Ignatius had learned as a 

young man, the Society imposed a rigid discipline on all its 

members, with ranked orders headed by Loyola as the 

General. 



Peter Paul 

Rubens 

salutes 

Ignatius 



St. Ignatius on his death-bed in 1556 





An instructor at today’s College of the Holy Cross in Worcester, Mass. 



The Jesuit 

missionary Francis 

Xavier (1506-1552), 

who preached the 

gospel in India, 

Indonesia and 

Japan. 



Goa portrayed in 1590 



Ignatius and Xavier in Paris 



Saint Francis Xavier University in Antigonish, Nova Scotia 

is named after the famous Jesuit missionary 



The body of Saint Francis Xavier on display in Goa 



Japanese delegates meet Pope Gregory in 1584 



A contemporary image of the martyrdom of missionaries in Japan 



Fumie were icons that the Japanese state used to identify Christians 



Some 37,000 Japanese Christians were killed in the Shimabara 

Rebellion on Kyushu in 1637-38.  Buddhist jizo statues beheaded 

by the rebels still remain on site today. 



Robert de 

Nobili 

(1577-

1656) 



Map of Macau Peninsula from 1639 



The ruins of 

St. Paul’s, a 

college 

established by 

the Jesuits in 

Macau in 1594 



A statue of 

Matteo Ricci was 

unveiled in 

downtown Macau 

in 2010 



A Chinese 

portrait of 

Matteo 

Ricci from 

1610 



The tomb of Ricci in today’s Beijing 



Chinese Rites Controversy 

• Less patient Jesuit missionaries, and Franciscan and 

Dominican missionaries as well, began to arrive in China 

in the decades after Ricci’s death. 

• Ricci’s approach was criticized for incorporating traditional 

Chinese rites into Christian activities. 

• In 1705, Rome proclaimed all rites concerning ancestors 

were incompatible with the Catholic faith. 

• In 1721, the emperor banned all Christian missions from 

China. 



The Council 

Of Trent 

(1545-1563) 



Council Of Trent 

• The council reaffirmed almost every doctrine challenged 

by the Protestants. 

• It reasserted the authority of the Pope and of the bishops, 

the seven sacraments, and the presence of Christ in the 

Eucharist. 

• It unequivocally opposed the marriage of clerics and 

reaffirmed belief in Purgatory. 

• The Council announced that only the Catholic Church held 

the keys to the kingdom of heaven and that the priesthood 

possessed supernatural powers transmitted directly from 

Christ. 



Bernini, 

“Triumph of 

St. Peter” 



Michelangelo’s 

“Last Judgment” 



The interior of the dome of the Church of the Gesu 



Bernini, “Ecstasy Of St. Theresa” (1647-52) 



“The Glorification Of 

The Name Of Jesus” 

(1672-85), Rome. 

A Baroque response to 

the Protestant 

Reformation. 



Contrast the Baroque ceiling by Baciccia with the interior 

simplicity of this contemporaneous Lutheran church. 



UNESCO 

• In late 1945, the organizing conference for the United Nations 

Education, Scientific and Cultural Organization was held in London. 

• The UNESCO Constitution:  “Since wars begin in the minds of men, it 

is in the minds of men that the defenses of peace must be 

constructed.” 

• Political battles have occurred in UNESCO over the relationship 

between culture, national power and the “free market.”  The United 

States has frequently criticized the organization for lack of 

commitment to the principles of a free press; critics of the American 

position have charged that culture is a form of “soft power” explicitly 

used by some to dominate others. 


