
rise and fall of adam and eve 



Episodes from 

the story of 

Adam and Eve 

and portrayed 

in the 

Grandval Bible 

(c. 840 CE) 



The Creation of 

Eve 

from the Florence 

Campanile 

(ca. 1336) 



“Eve” 

 

-Maria Poprzecka 

(2006) 



“Adam And 

Eve” 

 
--Rembrandt 

(1638) 



Adam and 

Eve 

recognize 

their 

nakedness 

 
From a mural 

at the Abreha 

wa Atsbeha 

Church, 

Mek’ele, 

Ethiopia 



God confronts Adam and Eve from the 

Bernward Doors of Germany’s Hildsheim Cathedral (c. 1015 CE) 



“Expulsion From 

The Garden Of 

Eden” 

 

-Masaccio 

(c. 1425) 



God expels Adam and Eve and then sets up armed Cherubim with a 

flaming sword to prevent any attempt to return 



Noah’s Ark as portrayed by Michelangelo on the ceiling 

of the Sistine Chapel at the Vatican 



Yahweh to Noah:  “And I will remember my covenant, which is 

between me and/ you and every living creature of all flesh. . . .’ 

(Gen. 9:14-1) 





An Early 

Christian 

depiction of 

Adam and Eve 

from the 

Catacombs of 

Marcellinus and 

Peter in Rome 



“Adam And Eve” 

 

-Falnama (Book of 

Omens)  

[ca. 1550 – Safavid 

Empire] 



“Fall Of 

Man” 

 

-- Peter Paul 

Rubens (1628) 



“Paradise” 

 

--Hieronymous 

Bosch 

(1510) 



“Garden Of Eden,” Lucas Cranach (1530) 



B. 1.  The Israelites And The Beginning 

• Some scholars think that a version of the story of Adam 

and Eve could have been inscribed as early as the time of 

King Solomon (990 BCE to 931 BCE). 

• Most scholars currently attribute the form in which we 

know the story to the sixth century BCE and think that the 

Pentateuch – the Greek term for the Five Books of Moses, 

assembled together – was probably compiled in the fifth 

century BCE. 

• Whatever its distant origins, the story of Adam and Eve 

eventually became part of a sacred document, the Torah, 

whose author was said to have been Moses. 



The reconstructed Ishtar Gate is in Berlin’s Pergamon Museum 



A representation of the destruction of Solomon’s Temple in 586 BCE 



By The Waters Of Babylon 



An artistic recreation of the Etemenanki ziggurat in the centre of ancient Babylon 















Marduk goes forth to battle Tiamat 





Tablets being 

raised from a 

palace library at 

Nineveh 





George Smith stumbles upon the Epic of Gilgamesh 

in the British Museum (1872) 







A representation 

of Enkidu’s entry 

into Uruk, his 

initial wrestling 

match with 

Gilgamesh, and 

the beginnings 

of their 

friendship 



“Adam And Eve” 

 

-Max Beckmann 

(1917) 



Jean Cousin The Elder, “Eva Prima Pandora,” c. 1550 



“Creation Of Pandora,” Jean Batten (1913) 



“Pandora” 

 

Dante 

Gabriel 

Rossetti 

(1879) 







In Muslim 

tradition, not all 

the angels bowed 

down to the newly 

created Adam 



Stoning the pillars of Satan for his tempting of Abraham 

is one of the most intense rituals during the Hajj pilgrimage 



Many Christians 

explain evil and 

human failings by 

referring to the 

“Original Sin” of 

Adam and Eve in 

the Garden 





“God Judging Adam,” William Blake (1795) 





St. Augustine, Sex, And Sin 

• Augustine argued that our way of reproducing was 

corrupted by Adam and Eve and has remained corrupted 

ever since. 

• Sexual desire, for Augustine, is linked to original sin. 

• Sexual arousal and involuntary erections were physical 

manifestations of Adam and Eve’s disobedience. 

• Augustine framed freedom in part as inward tranquility and 

bodily control. 

• In the Garden, wrote Augustine, Adam and Eve should 

have known perfect serenity, a serenity that was meant to 

extend to sexual intercourse “undisturbed by passion.” 











The skull of Adam 

rests at the base 

of the Cross in 

Carlo Crivelli’s 15th 

century 

representation of 

the Crucifixion 





Lucas Cranach’s 

portraits of Adam 

and Eve are now 

displayed in 

Florence’s Uffizi 

Gallery 





The second Creation Story as carved on Italy’s Orvieto Cathedral 





“Lilith” 

 

--John 

Collier  

(1887) 



“Lilith” 

 

-Kenyon Cox (c. 

1892) 



The shrine to St. 

Augustine’s 

mother inside the 

Church of 

Sant’Agostino in 

Rome 



Drivers on California’s Santa Monica Freeway are also 

unknowingly paying homage to Augustine’s mother 



St. Jerome (347-420 CE) translated the story of Adam and Eve, 

and indeed the entire Bible, into Latin 







In Masolino’s early 15th 

century representation 

of the Temptation, like 

many other paintings 

throughout the 

centuries, the serpent 

is portrayed with a 

female head and 

resembles Eve. 



Hugo Van 

Der Goes’s 

“Fall” has 

an upright 

female 

serpent 









“Virgin And Child” 

 

-Francesco 

Marmitta 



“St. Luke 

Drawing The 

Virgin” 

 

--Rogier Van 

Der Weyden 





In Fra Angelico’s fresco of the Annunciation, Eve and Adam 

are shown in the left background being expelled from Paradise 



An Italian illumination of Dante’s Paradiso shows not just 

Dante and Beatrice watching on in rapt wonder as the angel 

Gabriel kneels before Mary but Adam and Eve watching as well. 





“The Madonna Of 

Palafrenieci” 

 

-Caravaggio 

(1605-06) 













The abolitionist and 

women’s rights 

advocate Sarah 

Grimke (1792-1873) 

used the First 

Creation story as 

part of her appeal for 

equality of the sexes 



Massacio’s 

before-and-after-

restoration 

portrait of the 

Expulsion (c. 

1425).  The 

painting is in 

Florence’s 

Brancacci Chapel 



Adam and Eve serve as bookends for Jan Van Eyck’s Ghent Altarpiece (1432)  



“The Fall Of Man” 

 

-Albrecht Durer 

(1504) 



Adam and Eve are at the centre of Michelangelo’s 

Sistine Chapel ceiling masterpiece 





Adam And Eve And The English Civil War 

• In the religious climate of 17th-century England, the story of 

Adam and Eve seemed immediate and potentially subversive. 

• It was rumoured that the Adamites met in secret, disrobed, and 

worshiped God as Adam and Eve would have worshiped Him in 

Paradise. 

• Quaker George Fox testified that, through his faith, he had 

“come up into the state of Adam which he was in before he fell.” 

• John Milton used the Adam and Eve story to argue that “all men 

naturally were born free.” 

• Gerrard Winstanley and his fellow Diggers sought to re-create 

the garden of Eden on St. George’s Hill in Surrey 



The Diggers’ commitment to the Commons was informed 

by their reading of Genesis and the Adam and Eve story 



The Discovery Of The “New World” 

• European explorers struggled to explain the nakedness of the 

natives they met on landfall in the Americas. 

• Shame was supposed to the an inescapable, defining human 

condition in the wake of sin. 

• Some argued that New World natives had fallen below the 

level of the human. 

• Others, including Columbus himself, believed that the new 

lands must be close to the Garden of Eden. 

• In the middle-17th century, Antonio de Leon Pinelo proved to 

his own satisfaction that the Rio de la Plata, the Amazon, the 

Orinoco, and the Magdalena were the four great rivers that 

surged up from the Earthly Paradise. 





Voltaire was but one of the Enlightenment philosophers 

who challenged the verities of the Biblical stories 







Darwin’s Descent Of Man was published in 1871 



Lucas Cranach, “Adam And Eve In Paradise” (1508) 



“Adam And 

Eve” 

 

--Albrecht 

Durer (1506) 




