SUNFLOWER
1. “You, who have just read this sad and tragic episode in my life, can mentally change places with me and ask yourself the crucial question, ‘What would I have done?,’” writes Simon Wiesenthal at the end of the first half of Sunflower.  How would you respond to his challenge here?
2. Has Karl any right to pity?  Why or why not?

3. Who has the right to answer the question of forgiveness?  Is this but the same question as who has the authority to speak to the meaning and nature of war?

4. What is the relationship between memory and forgiveness?  Between reconciliation and forgiveness?  Between justice and forgiveness?  Between justice and compassion?

5. Which respondents and which particular comments did you find most interesting, insightful or provocative from the symposium section of Sunflower?

6. What patterns emerged in the symposium section?  To what extent did there seem to be theological differences in this section towards the limits of forgiveness?  Were there, for example, fundamental differences between Jewish and Christian interpretations?  If so, how would you begin to explain these?

7. What role does silence play in Sunflower?  What role should it play more generally in war memory?  When is it most appropriate and most inappropriate and why?

8. Arthur Hertzberg: “The God who had allowed the Holocaust did not, and does not, have the standing to forgive the monsters who had carried out the murders.” (p. 168)  Comment.

9. What is the meaning and purpose of bearing witness?  How should this influence our understanding of war memory?
