
“IN TROY, THERE LIES THE SCENE”:  
THE TROJAN WAR IN MYTH AND MEmORY 







































THE EPIC CYCLE 

1) Cypria:  Begins with the Judgment of Paris. 

2) Aithiopis:  Follows on from the funeral of Hector to the death 

of Achilles and the dispute of Ajax and Odysseus over the 

armour. 

3) Little Iliad:  Ends with the entry of the Wooden Horse into 

Troy. 

4) Ilion Persis:  Chronicles the fall of the city. 

5) Nostoi:  Follows the return voyages of the victors. 







CLASSICAL HIGH POINT:  5TH C BCE 

• Era of Socrates, Aeschylus, Sophocles, Euripides, 

Aristophanes, Herodotus, Thucydides, 

Hippocrates, Themistocles, Pericles, Aspasia and 

Leonidas 

• Two major wars in the century: 

1) Persian invasions of 490 BCE and 480-479 

2) Peloponnesian War:  Sparta vs. Athens (431-404 

BCE) 























SOPHOCLES 

 

• Led military expedition for Athens to North Greece. 

• Wrote 33 plays on the Trojan War theme 

• Ajax, Philoctetes and Electra are the only three of 

these that survive 



EURIPIDES 

 

• The youngest of the three tragedians (480-406 

BCE) 

• Writing in the midst of the Peloponnesian War, he 

re-worked the Trojan myth cycle by focusing upon 

the damage caused to civilians, particularly to 

women, by war 

• His Trojan War plays include Trojan Women, 

Hecuba, Andromache and Iphigenia at Aulis 





































DARES AND DICTYS 

 

• The Cretan Dictys was said to have been a companion 

of Idomenus during the Trojan War.  His diary had 

supposedly been written in Greek and then found a 

millennium later during the reign of Nero and later 

translated into Latin. 

• Dares was a Trojan priest of Hephaestus in the Iliad.  It 

was said his eyewitness account had also survived 

and been translated into Latin. 



12th Century Troy Stories 

 

• Roman de Troie by Benoit de Ste. Marie:  Benoit wove 

four tragic love stories into the ancient history of Troy, 

including the new story of Troilus and Briseida. 

• The anonymous Eneas. 
















































