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Mon. & Wed., 2:30-3:45 p.m. Professor R. David Arkush 

75 Schaeffer Hall 322 Schaeffer Hall (335-2300) 
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 off. hrs.: M&W 4-5:30, or by appt. 

 

 

This course is a survey of twentieth-century Chinese history, beginning with to coming to power 

of the Nationalist Party under Chiang Kai-shek in 1927. We will study Nationalist rule and the Japanese 

invasion in the 1930s; the rise of the Communist Party and the establishment of the People=s Republic 

under Mao Zedong in 1949; the sweeping changes of the early Communist era; Maoist radicalism and the 

Cultural Revolution; the reforms of Deng Xiaoping; and the situation in China (and Taiwan) today. No 

previous knowledge of China is required.  

 

 

Two books, both paperbacks, should be purchased at Prairie Lights Books (Iowa City=s best bookstore), 

15 S. Dubuque St., between Iowa and Washington:  

Jonathan D. Spence.  The Search for Modern China, 2nd ed.  New York: W.W. Norton, 1999 

(be sure to get the second edition).  

Pei-kai Cheng and Michael Lestz, eds.  The Search for Modern China: A Documentary 

Collection.  New York: W.W. Norton, 1999. 

 

We meet twice a week. Normally the Monday class will be a lecture to complement the chapter 

for that week in Spence=s Search for Modern China, which is a narrative history. You are expected to 

have done the Spence reading before Monday=s class and may be tested on it in a quiz then. The terms 

and questions listed with each reading assignment are intended to indicate some matters I think important. 

 

The Wednesday meeting will normally be a class discussion of the corresponding chapter in the 

Documentary Collection, a book of historical source readings most translated from China, chosen to go 

along with the Spence text (please bring the source book to class on Wednesdays so that we can examine 

the texts directly as we discuss them). Not only are you to have read the chapter before the class (usually 

about 25 pages), you are also to keep a reading journal of what you find important and interesting in 

each selection. This should be typed, 1 to 2 pages single spaced each week, and handed in at the end of 

Wednesday=s class (you may consult it during the class discussion). Be sure to read the whole item before 

starting to write on it. Ask yourself: what is the point, what arguments are given to support it, does it 

seem convincing; who is being addressed, by whom, in what circumstances, with what aim? How is it 

connected with what we have read in Spence and talked about in class? In short, what can we learn from 

it? (The editors= introduction, with the line at the left, has useful background information, but it is the 

article itself that we are interested in. Occasionally the ASources@ notes at the very end of the book may be 

useful.) Here is an idea of the kind of comments I am looking for, though longer than I expect: 
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15.1  Hu Shi (prominent US-educated liberal intellectual), 1929 article pressuring the 

Nationalist government on civil rights:  

Hu Shi wants the gov=t to issue a Provisional Constitution limiting its own powers. He 

argues that their own party founder Sun Yat-sen wrote in 1906 and 1923 that after the 

revolution should come a three-year military period followed by a three- (or six-) year 

transitional or tutelage stage under a provisional constitution. 

Hu also argues that the govt=s civil rights decree is too vague, does not restrict the 

government, does not protect people or publications branded as Areactionary,@ 
Acounter-revolutionary,@ Asuspected Communist,@ etc. 

He criticizes a proposal by the GMD propaganda chief that if the party certifies that a 

person is counter-revolutionary (opposed to the GMD revolution), then this must be 

accepted by the courts as proof of guilt. Further, when Hu wrote a letter about this to a 

top judge, newspapers were stopped from printing it by government censors. 

This article shows that, just a year or two after the GMD came to power, at least one 

important non-communist intellectual was critical of their abuse of power (though it is 

interesting to see that Hu must have made his peace with the govt. with the crisis of WWII, 

for he was its ambassador to the US in >38-42; Spence Glossary A54). Hu=s fears seem to 

have been proved correct. Spence speaks of a ‘30's Areign of terror@ in universities, 

censorship (349-50), fascist sympathies, dictatorship (358), and makes no mention of a 

constitution, though Chiang Kai-shek claimed to venerate Sun and his ideas (347-8).  

But doesn=t Sun deserve some blame for this? His ideas on building democracy sound 

very vague, and why did he say nothing about a constitution in his 1924 book, just before 

he died? 

 

 

Book Reports.  You are also to read two scholarly books and write a short paper on each. The books 

must be chosen from lists which you will be given. These books are available in the University Library; 

start early to get the best choice, and browse around to find one you find particularly interesting (discuss 

possibilities with me if you like). Do not get bogged down summarizing the first few chapters; read the 

whole book before starting to write. Focus on what is important. What is the book about, what does it 

cover? What are the most interesting points the author is trying to show? How does this book fit in with 

what you learned from Spence, the source readings, and lectures? How does it change your 

understanding? It may also be worth briefly noticing what are the main types of sources the book is based 

on (this normally requires nosing around in notes and bibliography) B for instance, primary or secondary 

sources; Chinese-language or English-language materials; government documents (what kind?), 

newspapers, memoirs, interviews, field work? And sometimes a sentence or two about the author may be 

interesting: what is worth knowing about her background, specialty, previous works (check the book=s 
preface and the Library catalog)?  

 

Papers should be 4 to 6 pages long, double-spaced, as polished as you can make them (revise 

several times, particularly the beginning), and proofread. A full bibliographic citation, in proper form 

(viz.: Author.  Title.  City: Publisher, year.), should appear at the beginning of the paper, in place of a 

title or just after it. (This is the form of the scholarly book review; you may find it helpful to look at 

examples in journals like the Journal of Asian Studies, American Historical Review, or China Quarterly). 

Quoted passages (do not quote more than a little) or specific references should be followed by a page 

number in parentheses. Pages should be numbered. For help with writing, make an appointment with the 

History Department=s Writing Center (335-2584, 303 SH; see their web page www.uiowa.edu/ 

~histwrit/, but don’t wait until the last minute. 

 

http://www.uiowa.edu/
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Graduate students, instead of the book reports, are required to write a term paper of 15 pages or 

so (undergraduates may do so with special permission). You should start discussing a topic with me early, 

in the first two weeks of the semester. A full-scale proposal describing what you hope to discover, 

together with a well-annotated bibliography, will be due at the time of the first book reports. The 

completed paper will be due with the second book reports. 

 

There will be a midterm test and a final examination, counting 20% and 25% of the final grade. 

The two book reports will count 122% each (or 25% for a term paper). Your Documentary Collection 

journal will not be graded each week, but will be evaluated at midterm and at the end of the semester 

together with your contributions to the class discussions (25%). Quizzes and attendance will count 5%; 

regular attendance is expected, and grades will be reduced for missing more than three classes.  

 

Please raise questions in class. Feel free to come chat after class, during my office hours, or if 

those are not convenient make an appointment for another time.  

 

You should be familiar with the College=s policy on plagiarism and cheating (see the CLAS 

Student Academic Handbook section on student rights and responsibilities www.clas.uiowa.edu/ 

students/x/). This course is given by the Department of History, 280 Schaeffer Hall; call 335-2299 to 

contact the chair or his designate. Anyone who has a disability which may require some modification of 

seating, testing, or other class requirements should see me after class or during my office hours so that 

appropriate arrangements may be made.  

 

 

Schedule of Classes 

 

Week 1: W 1/20   Introduction: China in 1927 

 

Terms: Qing dynasty (1644-1912), 1911 Revolution, 

warlords, Sun Yat-sen, Three Principles of the People, 

Nationalist Party (Guomindang / GMT, Kuomintang / 

KMT), Chiang Kai-shek (Jiang Jieshi); see also the list of 

geographical terms to learn 

 

Week 2: M 1/25, W 1/27   The Nanjing Decade 1927-37 

Reading: chap. 15 AThe Guomindang in Power@ in both books 

Terms: Blueshirts, New Life Movement (1934- ), T.V. 

Soong, Soong Meiling, Soong Qingling, Green Gang, 

Mukden incident (1931), Manchukuo, Puyi, Du 

Yuesheng 

Questions: What were the accomplishments and failures of 

Nationalist rule during the ANanjing decade@ (1928-37)? 

What was the character of Chiang Kai-shek and his 

government? What problems did they face? What was the 

impact of warlords, Communists, Japan, Germany, the 

U.S.? 

CHRONOLOGY 

 

1644-1912  Qing Dynasty 

 

1912-49  Republic of China  

(ROC) 

 

c. 1917-23  May Fourth / New 

Culture period 

c. 1916-27  period of warlord 

power 

1921  Chinese Communist Party 

(CCP) founded 

1923-  Nationalist Party (GMD) 
reorganization with Soviet 

aid; united front with CCP 

1925  Sun Yat-sen dies 

1925-26  anti-imperialist labor 

movement 

1926-28  Northern Expedition: 

GMD to power 

1927-28  GMD purges Com-

munists in “white terror”; 

end of united front 

 

http://www.clas.uiowa.edu/%20students/x/
http://www.clas.uiowa.edu/%20students/x/
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Week 3: M 2/1, W 2/3   The Early Communist Movement 

Reading: chap. 16 ACommunist Survival@ in both books 

Terms: Fei Xiaotong, James Yen; united front, Comintern, 

Mao Zedong, Jiangxi Soviet (1928-34), Zhou Enlai, 

bandit suppression campaigns, Long March (1934-35), 

Yan=an, December Ninth movement, Xi=an incident 

(1936), Zhang Xueliang, Deng Xiaoping, Zhang Guotao 

Questions: Was rural China ripe for revolution? How did the 

Communists rise from the ashes of their 1927 disaster? 

What was Mao=s rural strategy? What were Asoviets@? 
Why is the Long March remembered with pride? 

 

Week 4: M 2/8, W 2/10   The Sino-Japanese War 1937-45 

Reading: chap. 17 AWorld War II@ in both books 

Terms: Marco Polo Bridge incident, Arape of Nanjing,@ 
Chongqing (Chungking), Eighth Route Army, New 

Fourth Army incident (1941), border regions, 3-all 

policy, Rectification campaign (1942), Flying Tigers, 

Burma Road, Joseph Stilwell, Greater East Asian 

Co-Prosperity Sphere, Wang Jingwei 

Questions: What affect did the Japanese war have on the 

Nationalist government? On the Communists? Why? 

 

Week 5: M 2/15, W 2/17   The Civil War 1946-49 

Reading: chap. 18 AThe Fall of the Guomindang State@ in 

Spence only 

Terms: Gen. George Marshall, Lin Biao, Democratic League 

Questions: Did the Communists win the Civil War or did the 

Nationalists lose it? 

Wed.: first book report is due at the beginning of class; no 

journal 

 

Week 6: M 2/22, W 2/24   Early Years of the PRC: Learning 

from the Soviet Union 

Reading: chap. 19 “The Birth of the People’s Republic” in 

Spence; Documentary Collection, 18.6 – 19.3 (pp. 350- 

73)   <–– n.b. 

Terms: Central Committee, Politburo Standing Committee, 

Liu Shaoqi, People’s Liberation Army (PLA), campaigns, 

Korean War (1950-53), Peng Dehuai, land reform, 

thought reform, Gao Gang, Hu Feng, Bandung 

Conference 

Questions: What changes did Communist rule bring to China 

in the early years? What was the political structure? How 

Nationalist period, 1928-49 

 

1927-37  Nanjing decade 

1931  Mukden incident:  Japan 

takes Manchuria, March 

1935  December 9th anti-Japan 

movement 

1936-47  Communist capital at 

Yan=an (Shaanxi) 

1936 Dec.  Xi=an incident (Zhang 

Xueliang) 

 

1937-45  Sino-Japanese War 
(World War II) 

1937  Marco Polo Bridge incident; 
ARape of Nanjing@ 

1939  Wang Jingwei defects to 
Japanese 

1940  Hundred Regiments 
offensive 

1941  New 4th Army incident 

1942  Rectification movement 
(CCP) 

1944  Ichigo offensive 

 

1946-49  Civil War / Communist 
Revolution 

1946  US Gen. George Marshall in 
China 

1947  Feb. 28 incident in Taiwan 

 

1949- People=s Republic of China 

(PRC)       

 

1949 Oct. 1  founding of People's 
Republic 

1950  Mao visits Moscow; 
Sino-Soviet treaty 

1950-52  Land reform (completed) 

1950  Marriage reform law 

1950-53  Korean War 

1951-52  Three Anti, Five Anti, 
and Suppression of Counter- 

Revolutionaries campaigns 

1953-57  First Five-Year Plan 

1955-56  agricultural cooperatives 

1956-57  Hundred Flowers move-
ment 

1957-58  Anti-Rightist movement 

1958  Taiwan Straits tensions 
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was China affected by the Korea war? What happened in a 

mass campaign?  

Week 7: M 3/1, W 3/3   The Transition to Socialism 

Reading: chap. 20 “Planning the New Society” in both books 

(skim pp. 530-36 in Spence) 

Terms: five-year plans, danwei, agricultural cooperatives, the 

Hundred Flowers movement, the Anti-rightist campaign 

Questions: What was the Soviet economic model? How did an 

agricultural cooperative work? What was the effect of 

professionalization in the military? Why did Mao 

implement the Hundred Flowers movement?  

 

Week 8: M 3/8 Midterm test 

   W 3/11   TBA 

 

 

(spring vacation) 

 

 

Week 9: M 3/22, W 3/24   Maoist Radicalism: The Great 

Leap Forward 1958-61 

Reading: chap. 21 “Deepening the Revolution” in both books 

Terms: Great Leap Forward, people’s communes, Sino-Soviet 

split, Dalai Lama, production teams 

Questions: What were the ideas behind the Great Leap 

Forward? What was a commune, and how was it different 

from an agricultural cooperative? Why did relations with 

the Soviet Union deteriorate? 

 

Week 10: M 3/29, W 3/31   The Cultural Revolution 1966-69 

( -76) 

Reading: chap. 22 “Cultural Revolution” in both books 

Terms: Socialist Education campaign (1953), Lei Feng, Deng 

Xiaoping, Red Guards, Revolutionary Committees, Jiang 

Qing 

Questions: What was the split in the leadership over? Why did 

old Mao decide to make revolution on his own party? 

How were different kinds of people affected by the 

Cultural Revolution? What was the role of the army in the 

Cultural Revolution? 

 

Week 11: M 4/5, W 4/7   The End of the Maoist Era 1972-76 

Reading: chap. 23 “Reopening the Doors” in both books 

Terms: Shanghai communiqué, Hu Guofeng, Gang of Four 

Questions: What brought about the change in China’s 

relations with the U.S. and the West? Who was in power 

in the early 1970s, and what policies were in force? What 

1958-61  Great Leap Forward 

1959-62  three hard years 

1959  Tibetan uprising suppressed; 

Dalai Lama to India 

1960  Soviet advisers withdrawn 

1962  border war with India 

1963-  Socialist Education 
campaign; Learn from Lei 
Feng campaign 

1964  Chinese atomic bomb 

1966-69 (-76)  Cultural Revolution 

1968-69  rustication of urban 

youth 

1969  border clashes with the 

Soviet Union 

1971  Lin Biao dies 

1972  Nixon visits China; Shanghai 
Communiqué 

1973-74  campaign to Criticize Lin 

Biao and Confucius  

1975  Taiwan: Chiang Kai-shek 

dies; Chiang Ching-kuo 
succeeds 

1976  death of Zhou Enlai; 
Tian=anmen Square incident; 
death of Mao; arrest of Gang 

of Four 

1978  Four Modernizations policy; 

democracy wall 

1978 Dec  Deng Xiaoping comes to 

power 

1979  US recognizes PRC instead 

of ROC (Taiwan) 

1979  border war with Vietnam 

1979-80  responsibility system in 
agriculture; first Special 

Economic Zones (SEZs); 
one-child policy 

1980-81  trial of Gang of Four and 
Lin Biao group; Mao re-
assessment document 

1981-87  Hu Yaobang is CCP 
Secretary-General 

1982  Anti-Spiritual Pollution 
campaign 

1986  Anti-Bourgeois Liberalization 
campaign 

1987  Taiwan: opposition political 
parties permitted 

1988  Taiwan: death of Chiang 
Ching-kuo; v.p. Lee Teng-hui 

becomes first Taiwanese 
president 
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happened in 1976 to make it a pivotal year? 

 

Week 12: M 4/12, W 4/14  The Reform Era: Deng Xiaoping’s 

“Second Revolution” 1979- 

Reading: chap. 24 “Redefining the Revolution” in both books 

Terms: Four Modernizations, responsibility system 

Questions: How did Deng Xiaoping come to power? How did 

Taiwan change under the Nationalists? How was it 

affected by mainland China’s rapprochement with the 

U.S. and the West? What were the major changes in 

Chinese society of the “Deng Xiaoping era” (roughly the 

1980s), in the countryside, in the urban economy? 

 

Week 13: M 4/19, W 4/21   Pressure for Political Reform in 

the 1980s 

Reading: chap. 25 “Levels of Power” in both books 

Terms: Democracy Wall, Anti-Spiritual Pollution and Anti- 

Bourgeois Liberation campaigns, Hu Yaobang, Zhao 

Ziyang, Li Peng 

Questions:  What were the reasons for China’s population 

policies of the 1980s? How was China governed – who 

had power – in this period? What new intellectual and 

cultural developments were there?   

 

Week 14: M 4/26, W 4/28   The 1989 Democracy Movement; 

The Republic of China on Taiwan 

Reading: chap. 26 “Testing the Limits” in Spence only 

Terms: Chiang Ching-kuo, Lee Teng-hui, Democratic     

Progressive Party (DPP), Chen Shui-bian  

Questions: What were the reasons leading to the spring 1989 

demonstrations? Why did this movement unfold the way it 

did? 

Wed.: second book report is due at the beginning of class; no 

journal 

 

Week 15: M 5/3, W 5/5   1990s Economic Growth and China 

Today 

Reading: chap. 27 “Century’s End” in both books 

Terms: Jiang Zemin, Zhu Rongji, Hu Jintao, Wen Jiabao 

Questions: What were the changes of the 1990s? What are the 

major problems facing China today?  

1989  democracy movement; Zhao 
Ziyang replaced by Jiang 

Zemin 

1992  Deng Xiaoping>s southern 

tour 

1996  Taiwan: Lee Teng-hui wins 

first (in either China) direct 
election for president 

1997  Deng Xiaoping dies; Hong 
Kong returned to Chinese 
control (and Macao in 1999) 

1999  US bombs Chinese embassy 
in Belgrade; Falungong is 

suppressed 

2000  Taiwan: Chen Shui-bian 

(Democratic Progressive 
Party) elected president 

2000  Three Gorges Dam 
resettlement of 4 million 

starts 

2002-03  Hu Jintao and Wen 

Jiabao replace Jiang Zemin 
and Zhu Rongji as top party 
and government leaders 

2003  Chinese manned spacecraft 
into orbit 

2004  Sino-Soviet border 
agreement 

2004  Taiwan: Chen Shuibian 
re-elected president 

2007  Beijing agrees to allow vote 
for H.K. leader and 

legislature beginning 2017 

2008  Sichuan earthquake; Beijing 

Olympics; bad baby milk 
sickens 50,000+ 

2008  Taiwan: Ma Yingjeou (GMD) 
elected president 

2009  Taiwan ex-president Chen 
Shui-bian & wife get life 
sentences for corruption 

2009  Corrupt officials said to hold 

$1.5 billion in public money 

2009  Liu Xiaobo gets 15 years in 

prison for signing "Charter 

08," calling for democracy 

and end to one-party rule 

 

  
Final Examination: Friday, May 14, 12 noon – 2 p.m., in our usual classroom 
 


