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Professor: Matt Carotenuto     Course Schedule   
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Course introduction and objectives 

A snap shot of contemporary Africa reveals a variety of local and global issues affecting a vastly 

diverse continent. From political strife to economic and social challenges, contemporary Africa 

is often portrayed as a continent engulfed in chaos where current issues are either described as 

ancient primordial conditions or products of individual failures in leadership. However to 

understand Africa today, one has to move beyond these simple explanations take into 

consideration both historical and contemporary circumstances. This course will use an 

interdisciplinary approach to examine how contemporary issues such as development, social 

change or political unrest, can be explained within a historical framework, where students see the 

past and present as intimately connected.  

 

Students in this research seminar will begin with a review of some of the major historical themes 

that link critical issues in contemporary Africa to the past. As a Senior Year Experience, students 

will be challenged to engage in cutting edge scholarship and debate issues during class sessions. 

Throughout the semester, students will work in stages on producing a significant 

interdisciplinary research paper on a topic of their choosing related to the theme of the course. 

As an advanced history and African studies seminar, I expect students to come to the class 

prepared to be challenged by course materials and commit significant time outside of class on 

independent research.  

 

 

Course Policies 

 

Due to the important nature of student participation in this class, students are expected to have 

assigned readings done before the scheduled class period so that they will gain the most out of 

class discussions. Also, students will be expected to attend all class sessions and will be 

penalized for excessive un-excused absences. Thus any student missing more than one class 

without a documented excuse will be penalized 20  points (2%) off their final grade for every 

subsequent absence. Frankly speaking if you do not think you can attend class regularly this is 

not the course for you. Students will also be required to turn in all course assignments on or 

before the specified due date. Failing to do so will result in a ten point penalty on the assignment 

grade for everyday late (up to 3 days then the assignment will not be accepted).  

 

A note on classroom etiquette (Please refrain from the following in this course) 

1. Coming to class habitually late (this will affect your grade) 

2. Having your cell phone go off in class or using it for text messaging. 

3. Using your laptop for anything other than taking notes. 



 

Grading and Assignments: (the total course grade will be out of 1000 points) 

  

Course Engagement: 20%  (200 points)    

    Response Paper:  15% (150 points) 

Research Project: 65% (650 points) 

 

Total:    100% (1000 points) 

 

Grading Scale used for all course work 

 

     Assignment Grades Final Average 

 4.0 =    94-100   940-1000  

 3.75 =    91-93   910-930 

 3.5 =    88-90   880-900 

 3.25=    85-87   850-870  

 3.0=    82-84   820-840 

 2.75=    79-81   790-810  

 2.5 =    76-78   760-780 

 2.25=    72-75   720-750   

 2.0=    69-71   690-710   

 1.75=    66-68   660-680 

 1.5=   63-65   630-650 

 1.25=   60-62   600-620 

 0.0=    0-59   000-590 

 

Course Engagement (20%): Active engagement in class discussions is an essential component of 

this class. One of the primary goals of a seminar style class is collaborative learning. So not only 

do I expect students to attend class regularly but also ask questions, participate in discussion and 

engage with each other’s research and perspectives on various issues. This goes beyond being a 

passive learner and waiting for the professor to call on you. You are required to take your own 

initiative and get involved in the discussion. Thus If you plan to sit quietly in class all semester 

and not speak in front of the group this is not the course for you!!! Part of your grade will be 

derived from a series of short assignments used to generate class discussion. (These assignments 

will be collected and graded with a check, check-plus or check-minus) 

 

Rubric for Course Engagement:  

 

3.25-4.0- Student came to class each day fully prepared (see below) to discuss the 

assigned reading, and frequently contributed to classroom discussions on his/her own 

initiative.  

 

2.5-3.25- Student came to class prepared to discuss and/or ask questions about the 

assigned reading. The student responded to directed questions by the instructor but did 

not take much initiative to engage with the class discussion on his/her own. 

 



Below 2.5- Student came to class only partially prepared to discuss the readings (ex. 

participated in discussing only one of the assigned readings for the day). Student often sat 

quietly during classroom discussion and took little or no initiative to offer his/her own 

input.    

 

Tips for being prepared for class 

1. Finish all readings before class.  

2. Bring each reading to class with you and be prepared to refer to specific passages. 

3. Take notes on each of the readings and write down questions you have  

 

Response Paper (15%): In response to Our Turn to Eat, you will be asked to examine a theme in 

the book in a 5-7 page typed response and argue how this relates to wider historical issues in 

contemporary Africa. (More to be discussed in class).   

 

Research Project (65%): The ultimate goal of this SYE is to undertake a significant independent 

research project on a historical issue in contemporary Africa of your choosing. This will require 

extensive outside research that will incorporate both primary and secondary source material. At 

the end of the course this will culminate in a 20-25 page research paper. As part of your overall 

project grade, you will be asked to write a two page proposal with annotated bibliography, 

produce a detailed outline and first draft of the paper, and eventually present your findings to the 

class at the end of the course. (More to be discussed in class). 

 

Breakdown of Research Project grade (65% total) 

 Research Proposal and Annotated Bibliography (5%) 

 Functional Outline and Updated Bibliography (10%) 

 Full First Draft (10%) 

 Research Presentation (5%)  

 Final Revised Paper (35%) 

 

Course Readings:  

 Cooper, Frederick. Africa Since 1940. (Cambridge, 2002). ISBN: 0521776007 

 Michela Wrong. Our Turn to Eat. The Story of a Kenyan Whistle Blower (New York: 

Harper Collins, 2009).  

 On reserve in the library--Mary Lynn Rampolla. A Pocket Guide to Writing in History. 

(Bedford St Martins, 2007 5
th

 edition). ISBN: 978031244673 

 Additional readings posted on Angel or in Full-text Academic databases. 

  

Course Schedule 

 

1/20- Introductions, Course setup, Myths and Stereotypes of Contemporary Africa 

 

1/27- Introduction to Contemporary Africa I. (Media Reports Due) 

 Stephen Ellis, “Writing Histories of Contemporary Africa” The Journal of African 

History, Vol. 43, No. 1 (2002), pp. 1-26. (JSTOR) 

 Africa Since 1940 1-37. 

 



2/3- Colonial Africa and Post Colonial Africa I (Preliminary Research Reports due) 

 Africa Since 1940- 38-84, 133-156 

 Individual Meetings with Instructor scheduled during the week 
 

2/10- Colonial and Post Colonial Africa II:  

 Africa Since 1940- 85-133, 156-205. 

 

2/17- Historical Issues in Contemporary Africa I: Kenya 

 Our Turn to Eat 1-162 

 

2/24- Historical Issues in Contemporary Africa II: Kenya (Response Papers Due) 

 Our Turn to Eat 163-336. 

 

3/3- Historical Issues in Contemporary Africa I  (Proposals Due by Friday 3/5) 

 Selected Readings TBA 

 

3/17- Historical Issues in Contemporary Africa II  

 Selected Readings TBA 

 Individual meetings with Instructor Scheduled during the week 
 

3/24- Library Workshop  

 Goal: Refining your thesis and working to create a functional outline. 

 

3/31- Critical Readings I (Paper Outlines Due by Friday 4/2) 

 Student Lead Discussion on Research Source 

 Readings TBA 

 

4/7- Critical Readings II 

 Student Lead Discussion on Research Source 

 Readings TBA 

 

4/14- Critical Readings III 

 Student Lead Discussion on Research Source 

 Individual Meetings with Instructor Scheduled During the Week 

 Readings TBA 

 

4/21- Critical Readings IV (First Drafts Due) 

 Student Lead Discussion on Research Source 

 Readings TBA 

 Peer Editing of Rough Drafts 

 

4/29- Final Paper Presentations 

 

Final Papers Due May 5
th 

(Papers are due via email and hardcopy by 4pm) 

(Celebration Senior Dinner at the Carotenuto’s TBA.  



Sources for Current Events on the African Continent: (useful for investigating preliminary 

research topics) 

 

 www.allafrica.com  This is a great news source that collects articles about Africa from 

dozens of African news sources.   

 

 http://news.bbc.co.uk/  the British Broadcasting corporation news site offers fairly good 

insight as well as a special page devoted to African issues  

 

 http://www.h-net.org/~africa/ - h-net is an international list-server for academics and 

professionals interested in African issues.  

 

 http://www.sas.upenn.edu/African_Studies/AS.html - UPenn's African studies program 

offers a lot of teaching materials and links to sources of African related materials 

 

 http://africa.msu.edu/ - Michigan State Universities African Studies program also offers 

some good resources for African issues and is of special interest to future elementary or 

high school teachers 

 

Other Reliable news sources : Christian Science Monitor, Economist, BBC- Focus on Africa, 

National Public Radio (NPR). 

 

Sources for further Introductory/Background Information regarding African History 

 

Reference Works/Introductory Texts: 

 

 Phyllis Martin and Patrick Omeara (eds). Africa. (Bloomington, IN: Indiana University 

Press, 1995) 

 Kevin Shillington. A History of Africa. (New York: Palgrave Macmillian 2005).  

 Paul Nugent Africa Since Independence: A Comparative History (New York: Palgrave 

Macmillan, 2004)  

 April Gordon and Donald Gordon. Understanding Contemporary Africa. (Boulder 

Colorado: Lynn Rienner, 1996). 

 

Film Series (Available in ODY) 

 

 Africa by Basil Davidson (an eight part series on African history produced in 1984. 

Particilarly useful for this course are parts 6 and 7 “This Magnificent African Cake” and 

“The Rise of Nationalism”) 

 The Africans by Ali Mazrui (a nine part series on African history and culture produced in 

1984).  

 

Geographical Resource- See the University of Texas map collection at 

http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/africa.html      

For other research ideas and website info see SLUs African Studies program website: 

http://www.stlawu.edu/african/resource_linkages.html  

https://webmail.cortland.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.allafrica.com/
https://webmail.cortland.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://news.bbc.co.uk/
https://webmail.cortland.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.h-net.org/~africa/
http://www.sas.upenn.edu/African_Studies/AS.html
https://webmail.cortland.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://africa.msu.edu/
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/author/paul-nugent
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/africa.html
http://www.stlawu.edu/african/resource_linkages.html

