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Historical Method and Inquiry: Africa in the World 
 

Fall 2008 HIST 300 (002), Robinson A 243, Tues. 4:30-7:10 PM,  
 

Dr. Benedict Carton (bcarton1@gmu.edu), Associate Professor 
Office Hours: Robinson B355 (703-993-1549), Tues/Thurs. 1:40-3:00 PM; or by appt. 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

From the nineteenth century to the mid-twentieth century, modern European colonialism 
profoundly shaped the continent of Africa and other societies with direct links to Africa.  
Lectures and discussions will explore this recent history and the methodologies that scholars 
employ to examine it.  Our course will cover major themes, including the legacies of slavery 
and abolition; spread of ―legitimate commerce‖ and pan-African thought; evangelical 
missionaries and African Christian revivals; ―racial science‖ and Social Darwinism; and 
colonial scandals that inspired global human rights campaigns.   
 
A principal goal of this class is to teach students to locate and analyze primary and secondary 
sources.  The final research paper will need to develop a clear historical argument that 
critically analyzes scholarly interpretations and contextual examples.  Subject to approval, 
you may write a paper on any topic related to the themes above. 

 
CLASSROOM CONDUCT 

 
1. Please do NOT arrive late to class. 
2. Please turn OFF cell phones and all hand-held communication devices in class. 
3. You are not allowed to surf the web and write emails during class. 
4. Please do NOT eat or drink in class. 
5. When emailing your professor, please include the heading “HIST 300 (002).”        
6. You are expected to check for emails sent by your professor.  

READINGS 
 

1) Michael Galgano, J. Chris Arndt, and Raymond M. Hyser, Doing History: Research and 
Writing in the Digital Age; 2) A. Adu Boahen, African Perspectives on Colonialism; and 3) Adam 
Hochschild, King Leopold’s Ghost.  Supplemental readings will be made available over the 
course of the semester, either in class or via email attachment. 
 

GMU ACADEMIC POLICIES 

 
George Mason University‘s academic policies and honor code, particularly the 

sections on plagiarism, apply to this course. 
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND METHODS OF EVALUATION 
 

Essay Standards: A good analytical essay is concise and clear; it must answer the 
question posed and present an argument.  Muddled prose, incorrect spelling, and poor 
grammar will reduce your grade on all writing assignments.  We will discuss the features of 
an excellent history essay throughout the semester. 

 
Exam Rules and Deadlines: In adherence with university regulations, professors in 

the Department of History and Art History re-schedule exams and grant extensions after 
receiving written documentation of a serious/sudden medical emergency or family 
emergency. Work-related and personal/family obligations (business trips, holidays, 
graduation ceremonies, etc.) are not adequate excuses for re-scheduling an exam or obtaining 
an extension for a writing assignment.  Since attendance in this course is very important (we 
meet once a week), you should know that I will not be able to re-teach a missed class in an 
email message or during an office conference.  In past semesters, when students developed a 
pattern of missing classes, assignments and/or deadlines, they learned in accordance with 
GMU regulations that they needed to contact Dean Bitler in the Office of Undergraduate 
Affairs.   

 
Before committing to HIST 300 (002), you must consider seriously whether you 

can uphold the conduct and meet the standards of this course.  I also urge you take notes 
during lectures.  To be considered for a good grade at the end of the semester, you must 
complete the assigned readings before you come to class, finish assignments in a timely 
fashion, and participate to the best of your ability in class discussions.  Please note that 
CLASS PARTICIPATION (15% of your overall mark) is a crucial component of HIST 
300 (002), which meets only once a week.  If you have poor class participation—due largely 
to absences, i.e., non-presence during discussions—your final grade will suffer markedly.  In 
other words, if you average a B+ on assignments and have poor class participation, your 
final mark will be C+ or lower.  

 
If you are absent more than two classes (and you do not provide an adequate 

excuse, i.e., you do not notify me after your second missed class), you will lose 
significant points from your class participation mark (15%). 
 

The requirements for this course include the first in-class writing exercise (10% of 
your final grade); a mid-term exam (20%); detailed outline, 5-page paper draft with 2-page 
bibliography, and oral presentation (20%); and final 12- to 15-page research paper (35% of 
your final grade).  The due dates for assignments are in the 2008 Fall Semester Schedule 
below. HIST 300 (002) qualifies as a Writing Intensive course. During the semester, I will 
provide extensive verbal feedback and written commentary on your in-class exercises, 
detailed outline, 5-page rough draft, and 2-page bibliography.  My feedback and comments 
are designed to help you pace your research and writing; and to guide you toward the timely 
completion of an excellent final essay. 

 
YOUR PAPERS WILL BE PENALIZED ½ A GRADE POINT FOR EACH 

DAY LATE, including days on the weekend. 
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2008 FALL SEMESTER SCHEDULE 
 
Week 1: Aug 26 – Course Introduction.  
 
Week 2: Sept. 2 – History with a Capital “H” and Africa in Multiple Perspectives: The 19th-
Century African Renaissance, Conversion Conversations, and “Civilization v. Barbarism.” 
Read for Tues. Michael Galgano, et al, Doing History, 1-15; A. Adu Boahen, African Perspectives, 1-26; 
Benedict Carton, ―Faithful Anthropologists,‖ in B. Carton, et al. eds. Zulu Identities (Columbia 
University Press, 2008); primary document, Dr. Philip‘s Letter, African Repository and Colonial Journal 
(1833); pdfs of the last two readings will be emailed to students. 
 
Week 3: Sept. 9 – Imperial Rising: European Partition and African Resistance-Negotiation. 
Read for Tues. Boahen, African Perspectives, 27-57; primary doc (handed out in previous class), Mary 
Kingsley, ―The New Africa‖; primary doc, Edward W. Blyden: ―The African problem, and the 
method of its solution. The annual discourse delivered at the seventy-third anniversary of the 
American colonization society,‖ Church of the Covenant, Washington, D.C., 1890: 
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/rbaapc:@field(DOCID+@lit(rbaapc03100div2)) 

 
Week 4: Sept. 16 – Stories from the Colonial Congo: The Propaganda of King Leopold. 
Read for Tues. Adam Hochschild, King Leopold’s Ghost, 1-5, 33-100; James White, ‗The Sanford 
Exploring Expedition,‖ Journal of African History 8, 2 (1967); primary doc, ―Leopold‘s Decree‖: 
http://chnm.gmu.edu/worldhistorysources/unpacking/docsq4ex.php?s=one; a pdf of the 
White article will be emailed to students. 
***In-class essay writing exercise (10% of course grade): Analyzing “The Decree.”*** 
 
Week 5: Sept. 23 – The Fall of the First “Heretic” and Rise of A “Savior” /Collecting 
Commodities, Sowing Destruction: Extraction in the Belgian Congo. 
Read for Tues. Adam Hochschild, King Leopold’s Ghost, 101-181; Robert Harms, ―The End of Red 
Rubber: A Reassessment,‖ Journal of African History 16, 1 (1975); a pdf of the Harms article will be 
emailed to students.  Booklet handed out in class: Phyllis Slade Martin and Benedict Carton, William 
Henry Sheppard: Virginian and Congo Crusader (Virginia Foundation of the Humanities, 2005).  **Extra 
credit**: please consider attending the following “Fall for the Book” event on the GMU campus 
and write a 1-page synopsis of the presentation: Historians Vincent Carretta and Carroll Gibbs: 
―Equiano: Slave, Emancipator and Self-Made Man,‖ Wed. Sept. 25, 2:00 PM, Dewberry Hall South, 
Johnson Center. 
 
Week 6: Sept. 30 – Libraries and Archives: Finding Primary and Secondary Sources.  This 
class will be led by Melissa Johnson, GMU Librarian Liaison of History and Public and 

International Affairs; we will meet first in class, then move to Fenwick Instruction Room 
214-A, 4:45 to 6:00 PM. 

Read for Tues. Michael Galgano, et al, Doing History, 17-80.  **We review for mid-term exam. 
 
Week 7: Oct. 7 – Midterm. In-Class Exam (20% of course grade). 
 
Week 8: Oct 14 – OCTOBER BREAK. 
 
Week 9: Oct. 21 –Global “Human Rights”: Congo Atrocities and International Reaction.   
Read for Tues. Hochschild, King Leopold, 185-291. Please read two of the three primary documents 
on the Congo Reform Movement (see below):  
"Hopes the President Will Aid Congo Reform." New York Times 17 Oct. 1904: 5. ProQuest 
Historical Newspapers 

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/rbaapc:@field(DOCID+@lit(rbaapc03100div2))
http://chnm.gmu.edu/worldhistorysources/unpacking/docsq4ex.php?s=one
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<http://mutex.gmu.edu:2068/pqdweb?did=101151125&Fmt=10&clientId=31810&RQT=309&VN
ame=HNP>.  
Morel, E. D. "Reform in the Congo: Mr. Morel Says England Has No Selfish Motives." The 
Washington Post 3 Oct. 1904: 9. ProQuest Historical Newspapers. 
<http://mutex.gmu.edu:2068/pqdweb?did=255027962&Fmt=10&clientId=31810&RQT=309&VN
ame=HNP>.  
"Secretary Morel to Speak in Boston." Boston Daily Globe 30 Sept. 1904: 5. ProQuest Historical 
Newspapers. 
<http://mutex.gmu.edu:2068/pqdweb?did=711121032&Fmt=10&clientId=31810&RQT=309&VN
ame=HNP>.  
 
Week 10: Oct. 28 – Lecture and Discussion: Global Influences and Nationalist Movements in 
Colonial Africa.   
Read for Tues. Boahen, African Perspectives, 58-75; Robert Vinson, ―Citizenship Over Race? African 
Americans in American-South African Diplomacy, 1890-1925‖, World History Connected 2, Issue 1, 
http://www.historycooperative.org.  
(http://www.historycooperative.org/journals/whc/2.1/vinson.html)  **We discuss paper topics. 
 
Week 11: Nov. 4 – Lecture and Discussion: Late Colonialism and World Wars: African 
Struggles for Freedom, Trans-National Solidarity, and Receding European Presence. 
Read for Tues. Boahen, African Perspectives (middle) 75-112; primary doc, ―Garveyism in Africa‖; 
primary doc, Letter, W.E.B Du Bois to Charles Evans Hughes, US Secretary of State; pdfs of the last 
two readings will be emailed to students.  Please survey a few documents in The Marcus Garvey and 
UNIA Papers Project, UCLA, http://www.international.ucla.edu/africa/mgpp/sample02asp. 
**We discuss paper topics. 
 
Week 12: Nov. 11 –The Nuts and Bolts of History Research Papers: Organizing and 
Analyzing Sources, Drafting Arguments, and Building Narratives. 
Read for Tues. Michael Galgano, et al, Doing History, 80-122.   We conduct a review of the parameters 
for the detailed outline (i.e., main themes supporting your argument, analysis and narrative), 2-page 
bibliography listing primary and secondary sources, and 5-page rough draft (preliminary introduction 
and several developed examples).  This rough draft will guide your oral presentation.  **We 
conclude our three-week discussion of paper topics. 
 
Week 13: Nov. 18 – Class Presentations/Drafts (20% of course grade): 6 to 7 students; the 
presenters on Nov. 18th will turn in their outline and 5-page rough draft with 2-page bibliography. 
 
Week 14: Nov. 25 – Class Presentations/Drafts (20% of course grade): 6 to 7 students; the 
presenters on Nov. 25th will turn in their outline and 5-page rough draft with 2-page bibliography. 
 
Week 15: Dec. 2 – Class Presentations/Drafts (20% of course grade): 5 to 6 students; the 
presenters on Dec. 2nd will turn in their outline and 5-page rough draft with 2-page bibliography. 
 

The final 12- to 15-page research paper (35% of course grade) is due 
Dec. 11th no later than 2:00 PM; the final paper must be saved in MSWORD 
(1997-2003 version) and sent via attachment to bcarton1@gmu.edu. 

http://www.historycooperative.org/
http://www.historycooperative.org/journals/whc/2.1/vinson.html
http://www.international.ucla.edu/africa/mgpp/sample02asp
mailto:bcarton1@gmu.edu

