
Schedule subject to change at discretion of Instructor 

HIS 103: Medieval Spain 
Syllabus, Fall 2006 
* This syllabus is provisional, course details may change at the discretion of the instructor. 
 
Location: 
MWF 3:30–4:40pm, Physical Sciences 114 
Sections: 
01A Th 2–3:10pm Merrill 130  01B F 11–12:10pm Merrill 132 
 
Instructor:          Teaching Assistant 
Prof. Brian A. Catlos     Urmi Engineer  
Humanities I: 634     Merrill 123 
9-4915; via WebCT     contact via WebCT 
Office hours: W 10–11am, and by appointment. W 2–3pm, and by appointment 
 
Overview: 
Through lectures and discussion sessions this course will examine the history of the Iberian 
peninsula and Northwest Africa from the era of the Visigoths to the age of the Catholic 
Monarchs.  The material will be treated chronologically.  Political and economic history for the 
basis, with special attention paid to religio-social history, and in particular the interrelation 
between the various ethno-confessional groups of the peninsula (Christians, Muslims and Jews). 
 
Lectures 
Students who do not attend the first class may be dropped from the class roster without further 
notice.  
Attendance will be taken; it is strongly recommended but not required. It is the students’ 
responsibility to keep up to date with any syllabus changes or other announcements made in 
class; there may be unannounced quizzes or in-class assignments. 
 
Sections 
There will be eight weekly discussion sections, beginning in the week of September 25. 
Attendance is mandatory, punctuality is required and attendance/participation is graded. One 
unexcused absence is permitted, each subsequent absence will reduce the final grade by 10 points 
(no maximum).  
 
Film 
There will be a special film session on Mon., Nov. 20 at 8pm (location TBA), where we will 
watch “The Disputation” (dir.: Geoffrey Sax), which is also on reserve at McHenry (VT4719). 
 
Required Texts 
Collins, Roger. Early Medieval Spain: Unity in Diversity, 400-1000. 2nd ed. Basingstoke: 

Macmillan, 1995. 
Mackay, Angus. Spain in the Middle Ages: From Frontier to Empire, 1000-1500. New York: St. Martin's 

Press, 1977 [reprint]. 
Reilly, Bernard F. The Contest of Christian and Muslim Spain: 1031-1157. Oxford: Basil 

Blackwell, 1992.  
There is a Course-pack of required and supplemental readings for each of the three Units. 

• All texts are available at the Bay Tree Book Store. 
• You should complete the reading before each scheduled class. 
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Course Completion and Evaluation 
Map Test         5% 
Short Essay #1         20% 
Short Essay #2         20% 
Mid-Term Test         20% 
Final Exam         25% 
Participation          10% 
You must submit the essays and final to be eligible for credit in this course. 
Seniors may opt to write a 12–15 page research paper instead of the two shorter essays with 
approval of the instructor; if you are interested you must get permission before October 11. 
 
 Participation 
Your participation mark is based on your performance in section and on any in-class quizzes. 
 Map Test 
A study map has been posted on Web CT. In class you will be provided with a map and be asked 
to label points on the map, and pin-point the location of towns. 
 Short Essays 
These are 6-page written assignments based on lecture material and course readings. Detailed 
instructions will be posted on WebCT along with the reserve book list. 
 Mid-Term Test 
This will be an in-class test consisting of short answer and essay questions.  You will need to 
bring at least 2 blue exam books (available at the Bay Tree bookstore). 
 Final Exam 
This will consist of short and long essay questions.  Bring at least 2 blue exam booklets. 
 
Extensions are granted only for documented illness or similar circumstances. Papers must be 
handed in on time or late penalties will be applied.  There will be no “make up” exams. 
 
Course Web Page (WebCT) 
The course web page can be found at (http://ic.ucsc.edu/docs/webct/index.shtml).  WebCT is a 
closed intranet accessible only to UCSC students. Course materials, announcements, and 
supplementary material will be posted here.  It will be your responsibility to check the page 
regularly for updates and information (on a lecture-by-lecture basis). By accessing it you agree 
not to download or distribute any copyrighted material posted there.  
You will need a CATS account to access WebCT; to obtain a CATS email account visit: 
http://its.ucsc.edu/services/accounts/forms.php. 
 
Research Paper Option 
With prior permission (granted no later than October 11) seniors can opt to write a 12–15 page 
research paper.  A rough copy and bibliography well ahead of the due date and you will meet at 
regularly with the instructor.   
 
Academic Integrity 
All work submitted for this course must be original and your own work; all sources must be 
properly and clearly cited.  Use of improperly attested material in essays or unauthorized material 
in exams constitutes plagiarism and may, at the instructor’s discretion, result in removal from or a 
failing grade on the course (see WebCT for further information). 
 
If you qualify for classroom accommodations because of a disability, please submit your 
Accommodation Authorization from the Disability Resource Center (DRC) to me during my 
office hours in a timely manner, preferably within the first two weeks of the quarter. Contact 
DRC at 459-2089 (voice), 459-4806 (TTY).


