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California State University, Chico 
History 475 

Seminar on Modern China, Spring 2010 

 

Course Usage of Blackboard Vista 

Copies of the course syllabus, PDF files and major assignments may be found on Vista.  

You are responsible for regularly checking the online resources, which is accessed 

through the portal at http://portal.csuchico.edu. All class correspondence should use the 

Vista Email function. 

Course Description and Goals 

This course is a seminar of modern Chinese history from 1800s to the present. This 

course is reading and writing-intensive and is designed to teach critical thinking skills 

and the historical method.  Class assignments will emphasize the interpretation and 

analysis of primary source texts in translation.  As a seminar class, students will take an 

active role by critically engaging with assigned texts on a weekly basis and participating 

in class discussions. To facilitate this, students present chapters to the class, will write 

two essays, weekly review papers and will actively discuss each day’s topics and 

readings in order to become proficient with the History Department’s Student Learning 

Outcomes 1, 2, 4, 6 and 7 (See Appendix B).  

 

No previous knowledge of China or Chinese language is required.   All readings are in 

English. 

Instructor: Sandra Collins, Ph.D. 

Office location: Trinity Hall 208 

Telephone: 898-3122 

Email: Vista Email; sscollins@csuchico.edu 

Office hours: TR 12:00-1:30pm and by appointment 

Class days/time: TR 6:30-7:45pm 

Classroom: Tehama Hall 210 

Prerequisites: None 

http://portal.csuchico.edu/
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Student Learning Objectives 

This class satisfies the General Education course requirements for “Global Cultures” in 

Area D3: “Cultural and Social Institutions.” This class is designed to help students 

become proficient with the History Department’s Student Learning Outcomes 2, 4, 6 and 

7 (See Appendix B). 

 

Course Content Learning Outcomes 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

LO1…gain deep knowledge on key events and themes in Modern Chinese history. 

LO2…write in the formal style of historical writing, argumentation and presentation. 

LO3…present their questions and analysis in a clear and comprehensive manner. 

LO4…discuss the role of race, class and gender in Modern Chinese history. 

Required Texts/Readings 

The following books are assigned as texts and should be purchased from A.S. Bookstore and 

read in their entirety: 

1. Jonathan Spence, A Search for Modern China, Norton, 1999. 

2. Pei-Kai Cheng and Michael Lestz, The Search for Modern China: A Documentary 

History. Norton 1999. 

3. David Atwill, Sources in Modern Chinese History: Diverse Perspectives from 

1644 to the Present, Prentice Hall, 2009. ISBN: 9780132330893  

4. Paul Cohen, A History in Three Keys. Perseus, 1997. 

5. Roderick Macfarquar and Michael Schoenhals, Mao’s Last Revolution, Belknap 

Press of Harvard University Press, 2006. 

6. Philip Kuhn, Origins of the Modern Chinese State, UCP 2002. 

7. PDF: All PDF files will be available online VISTA. 

Classroom Protocol 

This is your course.   Ultimately, you will decide what you want to get out of this course 

and how it ranks among your priorities for this semester.   I expect everyone to be good 

citizens of our classroom and to create a respectful learning environment for everyone.   

You are encouraged to act respectfully to one another by using open communication 

styles, turning off any technology (ipods/iphones/mps/cell phones, etc), and being 

courteous. Please turn off your cell phones prior to attending class. If you use your laptop 

to take notes and access the internet, please do so in a quiet and non-distracting manner 

(i.e. no loud music, no games, etc.)  It is my goal to help each of you succeed.   If you are 

having any issues with any aspects of the class, please email me or come visit me during 
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office hours.  

Regular attendance and active participation are essential to a good grade. Students 

who miss two classes in the first four sessions will be permanently dropped from the 

course.  You will be required to legibly write your name on an attendance sheet.  

Communication: I ask that if you need to contact me, use my Vista email.  I check my 

emails frequently and will respond as soon as I am able. I will only use my office phone 

number during office hours. All email announcements will go to you via Vista’s email 

function. It is your responsibility to check your Vista email in case I need to reach 

you.  Throughout this course, I will be using Blackboard /Vista to distribute course 

information and grades.   

Dropping and Adding 

You are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drops, 

academic renewal, etc. found http://www.csuchico.edu/catalog/.  You should be aware of 

the new deadlines and penalties for adding and dropping classes.  

Assignments and Grading Policy 

As a seminar class, this course will use teacher led lectures, classroom discussions of 

assigned readings, students led presentations, and two essay assignments.  Your final 

grade will be determined as follows: 

 

Weekly Reader’s Response 30% (15 @ 2% each) Due: Post to Vista weekly 

by Wednesday noon and 

bring to class a hardcopy to 

turn in each Thursday. 

Discussion/Presentations 10% Due: Students will be 

assigned chapters. 

Two Essay Exam Papers 60% total (30% each) Due: Mar. 4 & May 6. 

 

30% - Write Weekly Reader’s Response:  Each student will be asked to write and turn 

in for each Thursday’s class some reflective thoughts (one to two well written paragraphs 

or 300 words) on the assigned texts. These will be used to help frame our class discussion 

on Thursdays.   You will need to post your response to Vista by noon Wednesday before 

Thursday class and bring a hardcopy to class on Thursday. (If you should miss class, you 

may email them to me by the Friday of that week to receive credit for the questions but 

not attendance).  Please ensure that they are edited and put your name and date at the top 

of the page.  Some questions to consider may include: 

 1. What type of criticism is inherent in the reading? How does the author support 

their claims, analyses or interpretations? Or what is the evidence? 

http://www.csuchico.edu/catalog/


HIST 475-01 Spring 2010 4 

 2.  What do you think the author’s primary portrayal or argument about China is? 

 3. What does the work tell you about the relationship between China and 

modernity? 

 4. What common tropes (figures of speech, metaphors, allegories etc.) are used 

to signify modernity for China? 

 5. Can you find an American or your own cultural parallels to those concepts? 

6. Do you enjoy the reading? Why or why not? What were the key strengths or 

weaknesses of the text? 

10% Discussions/ Presentations: Each student will be required to make a brief 

presentation of approximately five minutes in length on one of the readings (a chapter or 

article).  These presentations will take place at the beginning of class on Thursdays and 

will function as a springboard for further class discussion.   You will not need to consult 

secondary sources, but are asked to present your in depth reading of the text or pose 

further questions or raise problems of the assigned reading for further class discussion.  

We will sign up for these presentations beginning on Week 2. 

60% Essays-  Two 5-page, double-spaced, 12 point font (Times) essays.   These essays 

require students to think critically and independently about the different historical 

interpretations on modern China.  You should offer your own critical analysis of one of 

the translated original primary Chinese sources from the PDF or Atwill sourcebook.  

Suggested essay topics will be provided but you may also choose to write about a text 

that interest you as long as you discuss it with me 7 days before the due date.  The first 

paper will be due on March 4 and the second on May 6.   (Each paper will constitute 

35% of your course grade). Papers will be graded by the instructor for content, argument 

(logical organization and stylistic acumen), correct citation of source materials and 

careful editing (no spelling, grammatical or typographic errors).  I do accept rewrites of 

papers, but they must be turned in before May 6.  The earlier you turn your rewrite into 

me, the earlier I can return it to you, so I encourage you to be early! 

Students must turn in two copies of their essays.  One hard copy will be presented to 

me in class and another must be submitted to Turnitin.com via our class Blackboard 

VISTA site. If you have a technical question please contact a student computing 

technician at  helpstu@csuchico.edu.  

 

Checklist for written work: please make sure of the following before handing in 

written work. Failure to submit a correctly formatted or proofread paper will result 

in points deducted.  Please see Appendix A. 

1. Typed double-spaced and one-sided with print dark enough to read easily; one-inch 

margins, 12-point type, no unusual fonts. 

2. The paper must be within the assigned number of pages. A few extra sentences are 

acceptable, but under no circumstances should the paper exceed the stated length by 

more than half a page. If your paper is way too short, don’t expect a very high grade, 

either. 
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3. Include a separate title page with your name, e-mail, course number and date. Please 

do not include your student number. You must come up with an original title for 

your paper that helps define your critical position. 

4. Papers must be stapled (no paper clips, corners folded over, gum stuck to pages, etc.) 

5. Proofread carefully for errors in logic, organization, grammar, and spelling. Remember 

that spellcheck is not foolproof and it won’t fix weak arguments.  

6. You must keep a copy of each paper for yourself and be able to produce it on request. 

Please save all graded papers that are returned to you until the semester is over. 

7. Papers must be submitted twice. You must provide 1) a paper copy for me to 

grade; and 2) an attachment submitted to Turnitin via Vista so I can be sure 

when (or if) your paper was submitted.  You are responsible for handing in all 

assignments on time.  

Late work will be marked down the equivalent of a one-third letter grade for every 

day it is late (An A becomes an A-, etc.). No paper will be accepted that is more than 

three days late. For purposes of establishing when it was completed, I will allow you to 

send a paper by e-mail. However, you still need to submit a paper copy for me to grade. 

Final papers will only be returned if you provide a self-addressed, stamped envelope with 

your final paper. Lastly, if you have a genuine emergency, please talk to me.   

 

Overall grading:  

93% & up  A  91-92 A-  87-89 B+  83-86 B  

80-82 B-  77-79 C+  73-76 C  70-72 C-  

67-69 D+  63-66 D  60-62 D-  below 60  F  

 

 

All requirements must be fulfilled in order to get a passable grade.  An “I” will only be 

granted upon written request, with good reason, and when the student has completed at 

least 50% of the course requirements.  A “WU” will be assigned if the student fails to 

fulfill all course requirements without completing a petition for an Incomplete or 

Withdrawal.  

 

University Policies and Campus Resources 

Academic integrity 

Students are expected to be familiar with the University’s Academic Integrity Policy. 

Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at California State 

University, Chico, and the University’s Academic Integrity Policy requires you to be 

honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all 
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infractions to the Office of Student Judicial Affairs. The policy on academic integrity 

and other resources related to student conduct can be found at: 

http://www.csuchico.edu/sjd/sja.shtml 

Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act 

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need 

to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an 

appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Students with 

disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the DSS Office (Disability 

Support Services) to establish a record of their disability. 

Special accommodations for exams require ample notice to the testing office and must be 

submitted to the instructor well in advance of the exam date.  

Student Computing (Optional) 

Computer labs for student use are available http://www.csuchico.edu/stcp located on the 

1
st
 floor of the Merriam Library Rm 116 and 450, Tehama Hall Rm.131 and the BMU 

Rm 301. Additional labs that may be available to students in your department/college.  

Student Services (Optional) 

Student services are designed to assist students in the development of their full academic 

potential and to motivate them to become self-directed learners. Students can find support 

for services such as skills assessment, individual or group tutorials, subject advising, 

learning assistance, summer academic preparation and basic skills development. Student 

services information can be found at: http://www.csuchico.edu/5.-studentservices.html. 

Disability Services 

Any student who feels s/he may need an accommodation based on the impact of a 

disability should contact me privately to discuss your specific needs. Please also contact 

the Disability Support Services office to coordinate reasonable accommodations for 

students with documented disabilities. Disabilities Support Services online: 

http://www.csuchico.edu/dss/studentServices/.   

Student Learning Center 

The mission of the Student Learning Center (SLC) is to provide services that will assist 

CSU, Chico students to become independent learners. The SLC prepares and supports 

students in their college course work by offering a variety of programs and resources to 

meet student needs. The SLC facilitates the academic transition and retention of students 

from high schools and community colleges by providing study strategy information, 

content subject tutoring, and supplemental instruction. The SLC is online at 

http://www.csuchico.edu/slc/. The University Writing Center has been combined with the 

Student Learning Center 

http://www.csuchico.edu/sjd/sja.shtml
http://www.csuchico.edu/stcp
http://www.csuchico.edu/5.-studentservices.html
http://www.csuchico.edu/dss/studentServices/
http://www.csuchico.edu/slc/
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Modern China 475 Schedule 

(Note: subject to change with fair notice.)  

Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

1 1-26 

 

 

 

1-28 

Introduction to the Course 

Web Reading: For a background briefing on China today, read 

the most recent China survey from The Economist, available for 

download from course VISTA site. 
 

Dynastic Cycles: The Rise and Fall of the Ming Empire & the 

Ming-Qing Transition 

Reading: Spence 3-48.  

Discussion / Weekly Reader Response due at beginning of class. 

PDF: “The Yangzhou Massacre” (Ebrey 271-279) and Cheng 1-

39 (available as pdf online Vista.) 

2 2-2 
 

 

2-4 

Models of Emperorships: The Kangxi, Yongzheng & Qianlong 

Reigns 

Reading: Spence 49-116. Atwill 1-21. 

Discussion / Weekly Reader Response due. PDF: Cheng 45-51, 

54-70, 81-109.  

3 2-9 

 

2-11 

Calm Before the Storm: Chinese Society in the 18
th

 Society. 

Reading: Spence 117-137. Atwill 120-143. 

Discussion / Weekly Reader Response due. PDFs: “Six Chapters 

from a Floating Life” by Shen Fu (in Birch 260-275); “Liao-

zhai’s Record of Wonders” by Pu Songling (in Owen 1103-

1127), Cheng 71-81. 

4 2-16 

 

 
2-18 

Great Divergence: The 19
th

 Century Crisis 

Watch film “The Opium War” (1997 by Director Xie Jin during 

transfer of Hong Kong) http://www.spike.com/video/opium-

war/2800999. No class. Reading: Atwill 22-45. 

 

Discussion / Weekly Reader Response due. Reading: Spence 

141-191; Kuhn 1-53. PDF: Cheng110-127, 132-149. Marks 1-19. 

5 2-23 

 

2-25 

Restoration through Reform 

Reading: Spence: 192-214; Begin Cohen. Atwill 46-95. 

Discussion / Weekly Reader Response due. PDF: Cheng 154-

163, 172-177.  

6 3-2 

 

3-4 

Decade of Total Humiliation, 1895-1905 

Reading: Spence: 215-242; finish Cohen; Atwill 96-119. 

Discussion / Weekly Reader Response due. PDF: “Liang Qichao 

http://www.spike.com/video/opium-war/2800999
http://www.spike.com/video/opium-war/2800999
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Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

on His Trip to America” (Ebrey 335-340); Kang Youwei (de 

Bary II 266-273); Cheng 184-189. 

FIRST ESSAY DUE at beginning of class. 

7 3-9 

 

3-11 

Unfinished Revolution, 1905-1916 

Reading: Spence 243-263.  

Discussion / Weekly Reader Response due. PDF: Cheng 190-194, 

197-213. 

 3-16 &18 SPRING BREAK; NO CLASSES 

8 3-23 

 

 

3-25 

Envisioning State & Society 

Readings: Spence 267-313;Kuhn 54-79. Atwill 146-197. 

Discussion / Weekly Reader Response due. PDF: Yang Hsein-

yi, Translation Selected Stories of Lu Hsun 7-8, 65-112 (“Diary 

of a Madman” “The True Story of Ah Q”); Cheng 241-246. 

9 3-30 

 

 

 

 

4-1 

GMD/CCP: Chiang Kai-shek/Mao Zedong 

Readings: Spence 314-409. Atwill 198-219. PDF: Cheng 238-241, 

252-269. Chiang (“Final Awakening”; “National Identity”; “New 

Life “and “To Konoe”) Web Page: Print and Read:  

Mao Zedong, “Report on an Investigation of the Hunan Peasant 

Movement” 
http://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/mao/works/1927/03.htm 
 

CLASS CANCELLED DUE TO FURLOUGHS. 

Discussion / Weekly Reader Response due.  

10 4-6 

 

4-8 

Total War & Civil War 

Reading: Spence: 413-488. Atwill 220-246. 

Discussion / Weekly Reader Response due. PDF: Cheng 314-330, 

333-357. 

11 4-13 

 

 

4-15 

Building the People’s Republic 

Reading:  Spence: 489-543; Kuhn 80-135; Begin Macfarquhar; 

Atwill 248-273. 

CLASS CANCELLED DUE TO FURLOUGHS. 

Discussion / Weekly Reader Response due. PDF: “Land Reform 

(Ebrey 416-421); Cheng 360-373, 381-399 

12 4-20 

 

 

Permanent Revolution: Collectivization, Great Leap Forward & 

Cultural Revolution 

Reading: Spence: 544-586; Cohen 211-297; Macfarquhar 1-378; 

Atwill 274-318. 

http://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/mao/works/1927/03.htm
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Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

4-22 Discussion / Weekly Reader Response due. PDF: Cheng 400-413, 

421-434 

13 4-27 
 

 

4-29 

Deng Xiaoping Era 

Reading: Spence 589-676; Macfarquhar 379-481.  Atwill 321-

328; 336-343. PDF: Cheng 447-456 

Discussion / Weekly Reader Response due. 

14 5-4 

 

 

 

 

5-6 

Fate of Chinese Democracy 

Reading: Spence: 677-704. Atwill 329-336 

 Before class, watch one of these videos:  
http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/june/4/newsid_249600

0/2496277.stm  

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/tankman/view/ 

Discussion / Weekly Reader Response due. PDF: Cheng, 487-506. 

Your second paper is due in my office, Trinity 208, 12:10 pm, 

May 6.  No extensions 

15 5-11 

 

5-13 

Invisible Hands, Visible Fists: The Jiang Zemin Era 

Reading: Spence 705-728; Atwill 344-368. 

Discussion / Weekly Reader Response due. 

  Your second paper is due in my office, Trinity 208, 12:10 pm, 

May 6.  No extensions. 

 

Enjoy your summer! 
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APPENDIX A: Guidelines for written work 

 

A  An “A” paper or essay is clearly written and well organized. Most importantly, it 

contains a central argument supported by a well-chosen variety of examples drawn 

from the assigned readings that are cited accurately. Such work demonstrates that the 

student has grappled with the issues raised in the course, synthesized the readings, 

discussions, and lectures, and formulated a compelling, independent argument.   

 

B  “B” work demonstrates that the student has wrestled with some of the issues in the 

course. It provides a clearly focused answer, and indicates proficiency with coherent 

and defensible arguments.  The essay contains good examples, which are referenced 

accurately, but the essay reads as a list of evidence rather than the development of an 

argument.  It demonstrates a strong degree of competence and knowledge, but is 

marked by some grammatical or stylistic errors.  A grade at the bottom end of this 

range may indicate an insufficiently developed argument with one or more key points 

neglected.Yet “B” work mainly provides a summary of ideas and information already 

covered.  

 

C  A typical “C” paper provides a recap of the historical narrative but offers little in 

terms of analysis and relies on an inadequate number of sources. Work that receives a 

grade lower than “C” typically does not respond adequately to the assignment, is 

marred by frequent errors, unclear writing, poor organization, lack of sources, or 

some combination of these problems. A “C” range essay has good parts, but it isn’t 

yet “good” all over.  It may have any of the attributes of a “B” range essay, but it has 

other problems unique to this grade.  An essay in this range offers a relevant response 

to the question, but with little evidence and a poorly developed argument.  It tends 

toward over-summarization, and is more descriptive than analytical.  The essay is 

based on limited reading, and over-reliant on the textbook.  The essay is unorganized, 

with some signs of confusion, and may contain errors of fact or interpretation. 

Considerable grammatical, spelling and/or footnoting errors. 

 

D A “D” paper is a bare response to the question, which shows very little knowledge of 

relevant material.  A grade in this range could result from a failure to address the 

question; an insignificant or lack of an argument; and/or irrelevant or tangential 

comments.  The essay is inadequately informed, erroneous in matters of fact and 

interpretation, with virtually no evidence or analysis, and poorly written and 

organized.  

F  Failure to carry out the task assigned.  Negligible or wholly irrelevant content. 

Plagiarism. 
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Appendix B:  Student Learning Outcomes  [SLOs] for History  

  

For this course we will focus on SLOs 2, 4, 6, and 7 and address SLOs 1, 3, 5.   

  

1. Student’s work demonstrates critical use and proper citation of both primary and 

secondary sources.  

2.  Student’s work employs the formal styles of writing, argumentation, and presentation 

that historians use.  

3.  Student’s work demonstrates a basic mastery of research techniques that historians 

use.  

4. Oral presentations are clear and comprehensive.  

5. Student’s work demonstrates an understanding of historiographic traditions.  

6. Student’s work reflects an understanding of the intellectual, political, economic, social, 

and cultural history of the United States, Europe, Classical Civilization, the Near 

East, or one “Non-Western” area.  

7.  Student’s work reflects an understanding of the roles of race, class, gender, or 

ethnicity in history.  

 

 

 


