
HIST 2420 
The Medieval World 

Prof. R. Cossar 
454 Fletcher Argue 

474-8885 or cossarr@cc.umanitoba.ca 
Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 2:15-3:15 pm or by appointment 

 
In this course we will investigate the history of Europe in the Middle Ages (i.e. between 
500 and 1500 CE), taking a case study approach to the period. That means we will use 
specific examples to illuminate the ways in which historians construct and shape the past 
through their work. I will require you to read and discuss both primary and secondary 
texts on the designated topics, and assignments will engage specifically with those 
sources. 
 
Through your participation in regular discussions and the completion of several writing 
assignments you’ll develop critical speaking and writing skills. I encourage you to take 
advantage of all class resources, including my office hours, to help develop these skills.  
 
I. Class rules 
 
1. Behaviour: in essence, make sure your behaviour in class does not disrupt the group 
or keep you from paying attention to lectures and discussion. So, please do not leave 
class during the lectures or discussions unless it's an emergency (and if you must leave, 
let me know in advance). Also, turn off and put away your cellphone when you come 
into class.   
 
2. Classroom visitors. I welcome occasional visitors who are interested in seeing how a 
university classroom works. Please clear any visitors with me (by email) ahead of time. 
Visitors who want to return several times during the semester should talk to me about 
auditing the course.    
 
3. Late work: all assignments are due in class on the date given on the syllabus. I 
reserve the right to deduct 2% per day from late assignments.  
 
4. Office hours. I am available to you in my office during the times stated on the syllabus 
(Tuesday and Thursday afternoons between 2:15 and 3:15) and also by appointment at 
other times. Office hours are a great opportunity for you to ask me questions about 
lectures or discussions, and to give me drafts of papers to look over.  
 
II. Required Course Texts (available for purchase at the bookstore) 
Judith Bennett and Warren Hollister, Medieval Europe: A Short History (Tenth edition) 
D. Ditchburn and A. Mackay, An Atlas of Medieval Europe 
Primary source reader (“Required Readings for The Medieval World”) 
David M. Wilson, The Bayeux Tapestry London: Thames and Hudson, 1985.  
 



Assignments and Evaluation 
Essays in this class are designed to give you experience interpreting primary and 
secondary sources. Tests are designed to help you absorb basic information you'll need 
for the analytic work we do in class and in the writing assignments.  
 
I. Tests 
1. 4 short tests. Content will vary, but questions will include short answers and 
document analysis. I will announce the date of each test one full week in advance. Each 
test is worth 5% of your final mark. Make-up tests will be offered in the event of 
(documented) medical or weather emergencies.  
 
Total marks: 20/100 
 
2. Final exam. Based on everything we cover in the course, including discussions of 
primary sources, dvds, textbook readings, and lectures.  
 
Total marks: 30/100 
 
II. Essays 

The essays for this course are interrelated. Through the essays you will learn to read 
and write critically. This means you will identify and analyze the content of historical 
sources, and you will develop thesis-driven essays. You will begin the assignments by 
selecting historical articles and monographs on a chosen theme (I will distribute a list 
of themes) and constructing a bibliography of secondary sources. You will then use 
that bibliography to write a 6-8 page essay analysis of the secondary sources you have 
selected. Next, you will analyze a primary source, The Bayeux Tapestry, discussing 
what it reveals about the theme in question. Your final assignment will be to take the 
comments you've received on the two assignments and prepare a final essay which 
merges the primary and secondary source information on the theme. The first and 
second essays must be handed back in along with the final essay so that we can 
judge how you have taken our comments into account.  

 
Due dates:  
Bibliography: September 24, 2009(5/100) 
Essay part 1 (using secondary sources): November 12, 2009 (15/100) 
Essay part 2 (using the Bayeux Tapestry): January 21, 2010 (15/100) 
Essay part 3: (thematic essay, using the primary and secondary sources combined) 
March 18, 2010 (15/100) 

 
Total value of the assignments: 50/100 
 
Evaluative feedback will be provided by the Voluntary Withdrawal date, March 19, 2010 
 



Academic Honesty 
Students should review the University policy on plagiarism, cheating and examination 
impersonation on page 29 in the General Undergraduate Calendar. Please note the 
Faculty of Arts policy on plagiarism: the common penalty in Arts for plagiarism in a 
written assignment, test, or examination is F on the paper and F for the course.  For the 
most serious acts of plagiarism, such as the purchase of an essay or cheating on a test or 
examination, the penalty can also include suspension for a period of up to five years from 
registration in courses taught in a particular department in Arts or from all courses taught 
in this Faculty.  The Faculty also reserves the right to submit student work that is 
suspected of being plagiarized to Internet sites designed to detect plagiarism. 
 
 
Grading in this course: 
A+ 90-100 % 
A 80-89 % 
B+ 75-79 % 
B 70-74 % 
 

 
C+ 65-69 % 
C 60-64 % 
D 50-59 % 
F Below 50% 

Students who wish to appeal a grade given for term work must do so within 10 working 
days after the grade for the term work has been made available to them. Uncollected term 
work will become the property of the Faculty of Arts and will be subject to confidential 
destruction. 
 
 
Lecture/Discussion Outline  
 
This course takes a thematic approach to the history of the medieval world. As you will 
see below, themes for analysis include the development of religious traditions, the rise of 
new political structures, and the experience of women in medieval western Europe. 
Lectures emphasize analysis of these themes more than a chronological, “fact-based” 
approach. However, in the interests of clarity, I have divided the themes according to a 
general chronology, ie, 500-1000; 1000-1300; 1300-1500 (noted below). The textbook 
also provides some chronological frameworks. We will also be constructing timelines as 
review exercises twice during the year. All primary source readings are contained in the 
course packet.  
 
Introductions 
Sept 10: syllabus and course expectations.  
 
Sept 15: “Europe” in the Middle Ages: periodization, sources, geography of Europe 
(reading: Bennett, Introduction, pp 1-3; Atlas pp. 3, 6; 162 ) 
 
Sept 17: Library orientation, preparation for bibliography assignment.  
 
 



Christianity and Islam take Shape, 500-1000 
 
Sept 22-24: the end of Rome and early Christianity (reading: Bennett, pp 16-29; Atlas pp 
66-67) 
 
Sept 29: Monasticism (reading: Bennett, pp 56-60, Atlas, pp 68-70 and Course Reader, 
The Rule of St Benedict, pp 8-32, esp. Chapters 2, 5, 7 (first paragraph), 22-30, 33, 39, 
48, 54-55, 58 (v imp).  
 
Oct 1: Islam (Atlas pp 14-16) 
 
Politics: the memory of Rome to 1000 
Oct 6: “Barbarians”: Invasion or Accommodation? (reading: Bennett, Chapter 2, pp 30-
49; Atlas pp 8-10) 
 
Oct 8: New Kingdoms in the West: Francia and the Merovingians; Visigothic Spain 
(Atlas pp10-12) 
 
Oct 13: Carolingians and Charlemagne (Course Reader, Einhard’s Charlemagne, pp 45-
58; Atlas pp 18-20; 77-78) 
 
Oct 15: Carolingian Europe: politics (reading: Bennett, Chapter 5, pp 97-118) 
 
Oct 20-22: Carolingian Europe: culture and politics during and after Charlemagne's rule 
(reading: Course Reader, Carolingian capitularies, pp 59-81) 
-short test, October 20 
 
Chivalry, “Feudalism”, Monarchy, and Empire after 1000 
Oct 27: Knights and chivalric culture in the 11th and 12th centuries; noblewomen as 
leaders (reading: Bennett, pp 135-139 and 180-185 and Feudal epic in Course Reader, pp 
90-92) 
 
Oct 29 and November 3: The Bayeux Tapestry as a source for knightly and royal culture 
(please bring The Bayeux Tapestry with you for these two classes) 
 
Nov 5: Kingship and Queenship to 1300. (reading: Feudal epic in Course Reader, pp 93-
98) 
 
Nov 10-12: Capetian kings of France (Atlas pp 103-105; 131-133; 148-141) 
 
Nov 17-19: the Normans in Southern Italy; the Kingdom of Sicily; the Hohenstaufen 
empire (Atlas pp 95-98) 
 
 
 



The City: architecture, politics, and intellectual life after 1000 
 
Nov 24-26: Overview of urban life in 1000; urban work for women and men in the 11th 
and 12th centuries; urban architecture; The City and the University (reading: Bennett, pp 
246-249 and 307-319; Atlas pp 154-159) 
 
Rural Life 
Dec 1-3: Agriculture after 1000; rural work for women and men (reading: Bennett, pp 
156-167; Course Reader, manorial court records, pp 83-86; Atlas p 161-162) 
 
Dec 8: review (timeline construction).  
 
 
Term II  
 
Christianity and Authority after 1000 
Jan 5-14: Papal power and the Crusades, Crusader kingdoms of the Mediterranean 
(reading: Bennett, pp 225-236 and course reader, pp 115-124 and 125-128; Atlas pp 109-
120) 
 
Jan 19: Francis, Dominic and their new religious orders (reading: Bennett, pp 207-213) 
 
Jan 21: Francis II (reading: course reader, 142-151, esp. 142-145; Atlas pp 169-171); 
DVD of Francis 
 
Jan 26-28: Heresy (reading: Bennett, pp 192-194 and pp 236-238 and course reader, 
Testimony of B. de Planisolles, pp 203-222, either a) 203-212 or b) 212-222; Atlas 178-
180) 
 
Feb 2: Mysticism (reading: Bennett, pp 341-345 and course reader, Margery Kempe, 
223-253, esp. Chapters 1, 2, 3, 5, 11, 16, 26, 28, 29 and 30; Atlas pp 277-279)  
 
War, Politics, and Society in the later medieval West 
 
Feb 4: Italy; the Strozzi letters (Atlas pp 216-218) 
 
Feb 9 and 11: France and Burgundy, 1300-1500. (reading: Course Reader, Froissart, pp 
165-175; Atlas pp 204-206) 
 
[Feb 15-19: Reading Week, no classes] 
 
Feb 23-25: The Hundred Years’ War (reading: Bennett, Chapter 14, pp 346-349 and 
Course Reader, Froissart, pp 152-165; Atlas pp 200-204) 
 
March 2-9: Iberia: from Al-Andalus to the Reconquista (Atlas pp 40-44; 105-107;133-
135; 145-147; 218-219; 224-226; 274-276) 



 
Social and economic crises in the later Middle Ages 
March 11-18: Famine and the Little Ice Age; The Black Death and recurrences of plague 
(reading: Bennett, Chapter 13, pp 325-335 and Course Reader, Plague in Tournai, pp 
176-185 and unpaginated documents that follow; Atlas pp 243-248) 
 
March 23: Popular rebellions and their outcomes (Atlas pp 260-262) 
 
March 25: Slavery in medieval Europe 
 
March 30-April 1: themes TBA 
Exam discussion and course evaluations 
 
1500: The End? 
April 6: Exploration (reading: course reader, pp 245-260; Atlas pp 294-297) 
 
April 8: Review (timeline construction) 
 
 


