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I.  BASIC THEMES 

How do you teach the „History of the Modern World‟ at the introductory college 
level?  Among the course offerings in our department, students tend to be least satisfied 
with our introductory courses, including this one.  Those of us who teach the courses find 
ourselves going back to the drawing board, year after year.  A common complaint of 
students is that the material is too broad and ill defined for them to make sense of it 

So what is the history of the modern world about?  In this course we‟ll explore 
two kinds of explanation which dominate the scholarly literature these days.  The first has 
to do with the establishment of ever closer links between the world‟s major regions and 
all of the world‟s peoples.  In the pre-modern world, peoples lived in relative isolation 
from one another.  The Americas were so isolated from the great civilizations of Asia, 
Europe, and Africa, that agriculture, writing and state formation developed completely 
separately there.  Columbus‟s famous voyage in 1492 played a major role in knitting the 
world together, and in many accounts it serves as a convenient starting date for the 
modern era.  However, many scholars now see it as the culmination of a process which 
began earlier, as denser networks of communications, trade and cultural diffusion 
developed between East, South, and West Asia, Europe, and Africa, especially in the era 
after the year 1000.  The process has continued apace, of course, with the development of 
ever more rapid forms of travel and communication, and the growing economic and 
political interdependence of the world‟s peoples. 

The second kind of explanation of what the modern world is about has to do with 
technological and economic change.  As recently as 1750, every society in the world was 
primarily agricultural and rural.  Human and animal muscle power, and biomass, 
especially wood, as fuel, were the primary energy sources.  Most of the world‟s 
inhabitants suffered from varying degrees of malnutrition; life expectancy at birth was 
short—about 37 in England and only 26 in France.  A major change has occurred in the 
intervening 260 years.  Today, for the first time in world history, more than half of the 
world‟s population lives in cities.  In the developed world only a tiny fraction of the 
active population still works in agriculture, with the rest working in industry and services.  
Fossil fuels have become the major source of energy, and the amount of energy used per 
capita in rich countries has increased by at least fifty times.  Overnutrition is a bigger 
problem than undernutrition in the developed world; life expectancy has increased to 80 
or more in the healthiest countries.  Even in poor countries life expectancy today is higher 
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than it was in the richest countries as recently as 1900:  in Bangladesh, for example, life 
expectancy today is 64; in the USA in 1900 it was 48.  World population has grown from 
around 450m., when Columbus set sail, to 700m., on the eve of the industrial revolution, 
to 6.8bn. today. 

Those, in a nutshell are the two great processes, which have transformed our 
planet in the modern era.  This course is about when, how and why they occurred.  There 
is also a „where/why‟ question.  In 1000, China was the world‟s most advanced 
civilization, and it had been so since at least the 5th century AD.  The Muslim states of 
West Asia, North Africa and the Iberian Peninsula were more advanced than Christian 
Europe.  Even on the eve of Columbus‟s voyage, Europe was in many respects a cultural 
backwater compared with the great empires of East and South Asia, and the Islamic 
world.  And yet Europeans conquered the Americas soon after discovering the ocean 
routes back and forth across the Atlantic.  The Industrial Revolution after 1750, 
meanwhile, clearly began in Europe.  By 1900 a handful of European great powers 
dominated world politics.  Most of key technological and scientific innovations during 
the era 1750-1950 were made in Europe or in North America, where European settlers 
largely displaced indigenous peoples.  This leaves us with a „Why Europe?‟ question in 
this course:  why did Europe dominate the processes which produced the modern world?  
As we will also see, however, European dominance couldn‟t and hasn‟t lasted.  European 
political influence in the world has been rolled back since World War II, with the great 
wave of decolonization.  Non-European societies, including China, India, and Brazil, are 
catching up in terms of economic growth and political development.  All bets about 
which world region will dominate the future are off. 

The fourth and final major theme of our course concerns global environmental 
change.  The human impact on the natural environment has grown prodigiously in the 
modern era, especially with our growing numbers and our escalating energy use.  Most 
atmospheric scientists now believe that human activity, including the burning of fossil 
fuels, is forcing global climate change, most notably in the form of rising average 
temperatures.  The world‟s fisheries are under unprecedented pressure from humans, and 
world forest cover is lower than at any time since the last ice age.  Meanwhile, in the 
form of nuclear weapons humans have developed for the first time the capacity to utterly 
destroy themselves.  Given these unprecedented changes, it seems incumbent to address 
in this course the question of how past societies have responded to, or failed to respond to 
environmental changes and challenges. 

 
 
.  How can one get a grasp on something as complex as the emergence of the 

modern world in a single semester?  A related complaint is that the basic textbooks are of 
poor quality.  To add insult to injury, publishers charge exorbitant prices for textbooks—
far higher than those for comparable books aimed at non-captive markets.  Moreover, 
new research in a variety of fields is changing our views about core questions in world 
history very quickly today, and these new insights are not always incorporated into the 
textbooks in a timely way. 

What to do?  This year I‟ve decided to assign four recent books that tackle big 
questions in world history.  All of them are written by distinguished scholars; all of them 
are directed to a general educated adult reading public, and not just to other academic 
specialists or to college students.  We begin with Jared Diamond‟s Guns, Germs and 
Steel.  Its author is a professor of physiology at UCLA, and it represents an important 
synthesis of recent research on how and why societies developed in different ways in 
different parts of the world, and why Europe has dominated the modern world.  It is not 
only cheap, it‟s also original and well written; indeed, it won a Pulitzer Prize.  In most 
past editions of this course, students have given it high marks. 

Next we read Why Europe?, by sociologist Jack A. Goldstone.  Goldstone is a 
leading exponent of the so-called „California school‟ of world historians.  These scholars 
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have overturned much of our traditional understanding of the modern world over the last 
generation, by demonstrating that Europe‟s predominance in science, technology, and in 
administrative and military power, over the other great Old World civilizations, emerged 
much later than we once believed.  This is a short, accessible introduction to this new 
scholarship, written for the non-specialist reader.  We‟ll also take a look at an alternative 
approach, i.e. focusing primarily on the development of Western Civilization, by reading 
a short exchange between the sociologist of religion Rodney Stark and several critics 
(more below). 

The third book we read is Collapse, again by Jared Diamond.  I hesitate to assign 
two lengthy books by the same author, but I have become more and more convinced that 
an introductory course on the history of the modern world must deal with the problem of 
global environmental change.  This is the best book I know of, which tackles the question 
of how societies respond, or fail to respond, to environmental change and challenges. 

The final book we read in the course is by Robert Fogel, a Nobel Laureate, and 
professor of economic history at the University of Chicago.  Fogel argues that one of the 
most salient trends in modern times has been the disappearance of hunger and 
malnutrition, and a resulting dramatic increase in average height and in life expectancy, 
at least in the developed world.  He assumes this process will continue, and will spread to 
the rest of the world, in the next century.  Although Fogel won his Nobel Prize for earlier 
work, this study has already attracted considerable attention among scholars, and is being 
widely discussed. 

History is an unfinished project, and the most exciting work in the discipline is 
about interpretive questions, which have not been settled.  To drive home this point, we 
will read a series of articles on three topics that continue to elicit lively debate:  
Columbus‟s significance in world history, and in our US national history; the role of 
Christianity in the rise of the West; and why European, and not Chinese navigators, 
established mastery over the world‟s sea lanes in the 15th and 16th centuries. 

The assigned reading in week 9 about the ocean voyages of the 15th century 
Chinese admiral Zheng He, will also give us an opportunity to explore how and why 
some explanations proposed by historians are broadly convincing, while others are 
rejected by the scholarly community as fanciful.  The Cambridge historian Joseph 
Needham was an ideological Marxist, and his work on the history of science and 
technology in China bears the influence of his political biases.  However, even scholars 
who reject his Marxism have found his work on the voyages of Zheng He highly 
stimulating.  Most scholars, in contrast, reject out of hand the claims made by retired 
British admiral and bestseller Gavin Menzies about Zheng He‟s voyages, notably his 
allegation that Zheng He traveled to the Americas before Columbus.  Why do scholars 
accept Needham, and reject Menzies?  How do we distinguish between plausible and 
implausible historical arguments?  What sort of evidence do we find convincing, and 
what sort unconvincing?  Why? 

You can access all of the assigned reading on these topics via computer.  For 
some, an ordinary Google search will get you to the assigned texts.  For others, you‟ll 
need to access proprietary databases to which our library system subscribes, including 
Lexis-Nexis and JSTOR.  Learning how to use these research tools should prove 
invaluable to you in the future. 

In addition to the assigned reading, we will view and discuss three films during 
the semester.  Werner Herzog‟s Aguirre fits in well with the reading we‟re doing about 
how we should interpret Europe‟s emergence as the dominant world region and culture in 
the early modern era.  Claude Berri‟s Germinal is an epic on industrialization in 19th 
century Europe, based on the eponymous novel by Émile Zola.  It illustrates Robert 
Fogel‟s point that the benefits of industrialization, in terms of nutrition and life 
expectancy, only became available to the general population in industrializing countries 
in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.  Jonathan Demme‟s The Agronomist is a 
documentary about Jean Dominique, a radio journalist and human rights activist in Haiti.  
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Haiti figures in Jared Diamond‟s Collapse as a worst case study in environmental 
degradation.  Haiti brings our story full circle, since Columbus established his first 
colony on the island of Hispaniola at the beginning of the modern era.  We‟ll use our 
class meetings to discuss the films, not to watch them.  Copies of the films will be 
available all semester in the history office, Williams 21.  A few days prior to our 
scheduled class discussions, we‟ll try to arrange a group viewing of the film, at a time 
convenient to the largest number of students, and at a convenient location, probably in the 
Honors residence hall. 

I‟m also assigning photo-essay collections by three great photographers:  the 
Brazilian Sebastião Salgado, the German Andreas Gursky, and the Canadian Edward 
Burtynsky.  Salgado is a photographer with world history in his bones.  Workers, 
Migrations, and Genesis address three fundamental processes in contemporary world 
history.  Workers explores the disappearance of hard, physical labor from the developed 
world, as human brawn is replaced by machines, and as unpleasant jobs migrate to the 
developing world, where labor costs are lower.  Migrations explores the three great 
processes driving humans to change their place of residence in the modern world:  the 
migration of individuals from the countryside to the city, from war zones to areas where 
there is peace, and from poor to rich nations.  Salgado‟s final great photo essay project, 
Genesis, upon which he has been working for over a decade, is still incomplete.  It is 
about the natural environment, and how human activity has transformed it since the dawn 
of civilization.  Parts of it can be viewed in anticipation on the website of the British 
newspaper The Guardian. 

Andreas Gursky currently holds the distinction of being creator of the most 
expensive photograph ever sold on the art market.  He produces very large format photos, 
with astonishingly intricate detail.  As a young man, Gursky produced slick images for 
corporate publications, to finance his art photography, and his commercial background is 
evident in his large photos of apartment buildings in Paris, Siemens factory interiors, and 
cityscapes in China.  Edward Burtynsky first gained notoriety for his photographs of 
environmentally damaged landscapes in his native Canada.  I‟m asking you to study a 
recent photo-essay on China.  It it, Burtynsky produces disturbing images of China‟s new 
megacities, factories, construction projects, and recycling centers.  The images of 
contemporary China by Gursky and Burtynsky also bring us full circle in this course.  On 
the eve of the modern era in 1500, China was the most populous country in the world, 
and it had led the world in technological innovation for the past thousand years.  During 
the modern era, Europe, and European-Americans usurped China‟s dominance.  Today, 
China is once again posed to become a major world power, and the world‟s largest 
economy.  Moreover, China‟s developmental path will influence crucially global 
environmental change.  China is about to pass the USA as the leading source of 
greenhouse gas emissions.  Industrialization in a densely settled country of 1.2 billion is 
putting unprecedented pressures on the Chinese environment, as these photos, and the 
book by Diamond make clear. 

You should come away from this class with a clear idea of how a variety of 
scholars and intellectuals have thought about the origins and development of the modern 
world.  You should have a lively understanding of important areas of disagreement 
among scholars on core issues.  You should come out of the class having improved your 
critical thinking and writing skills by reading, discussing and writing about these 
conflicting interpretations.  You should come out of this course having improved your 
research skills, by using proprietary databases associated with the Bowling Green library 
system, and by carrying out some independent research, particularly on the final paper 
assignment.  You should be better prepared to do upper-division coursework in the 
humanities and social sciences.  If you are an education major, you should come out of 
this course better prepared to teach high school and elementary school students on issues 
pertaining to world history. 
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II.  ASSIGNED READING AND OTHER MATERIALS 

Basic texts, available in local book stores. 

Diamond, Jared M., Collapse:  How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed (New York:  

Viking, 2005) 

Diamond, Jared M., Guns, Germs, and Steel:  The Fate of Human Societies (New York:  

Norton, 1999). 

Fogel, Robert William, The Escape from Hunger and Premature Death, 1700-2100:  

Europe, America, and the Third World (New York:  Cambridge University Press, 2004). 

Goldstone, Jack A., Why Europe?  The Rise of the West in World History, 1500-1850 

(Boston:  McGraw Hill, 2009). 

 

Additional reading assignments, available either on web or through OhioLink or through 
Lexis-Nexis Academic. 

Benedict XVI, Pope, “Faith, Reason and the University:  Memories and Reflections,” 
speech given at the University of Regensburg, Germany, 12 September 2006, posted on 
the Vatican‟s website at:  http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/speeches 
/2006/september/documents/hf_ben-xvi_spe_20060912_university-regensburg_en.html. 
D‟Souza, Dinesh, “The Crimes of Christopher Columbus,” First Things, 57 (November 
1995), pp. 26-33, available on the web at www.firstthings.com. 
Finlay, Robert, “How Not to (Re)Write World History:  Gavin Menzies and the Chinese 
Discovery of America, Journal of World History, 15 (2004), no. 2, pp. 229-42. 
Finlay, Robert, “China, the West, and World History in Joseph Needham‟s „Science and 
Civilization in China,‟” Journal of World History, 11 (2000), no. 2, pp. 265-303. 
Keeley, Graham, “Columbus Exposed as Iron-Fisted Tyrant, Who Tortured His Slaves,” 
The Independent (21 July 2006). 
Kristof, Nicholas D., “1492:  the Prequel,” New York Times (6 June 1999). 
McNeill, William H., “Debunking Columbus,” a review of Kirkpatrick Sale‟s Conquest 
of Paradise, New York Times Book Review (7 October 1990). 
Morris, Glynn, and Russell Means, “Why AIM Opposed Columbus Day and Columbus 
Day Parades” (9 June 2004), on-line at www.indigenouspeople.net. 
Powell, Eric A., “Bogus Books,” Archaeology, 56 (2003), no. 3, p. 53. 
Qian Long, Emperor of China, two letters to King George III of England (September 
1793). 
Romero, Simon, “Lethem Journal:  Weavers go Dot-Com and Elders Move In,” New 
York Times (28 March 2000). 
Sale, Kirkpatrick, “What Columbus Discovered,” The Nation (22 October 1990), pp. 444-
6. 
Stark, Rodney, et al, “The Victory of Reason:  A Forum,” Historically Speaking, 7 
(March/April 2006), no. 4, pp. 2-20. 

Photographic essays, available in the Jerome Library and the history office (Williams 
121). 

Burtinsky, Edward, China (Göttingen:  Steidl, 2006). 
Galassi, Peter, Andreas Gursky (New York:  Museum of Modern Art, 2001). 
Salgado, Sebastião, Genesis, http://arts.guardian.co.uk/salgado (last updated 2007). 
Salgado, Sebastião, Migrations:  Humanity in Transition (New York:  Aperture, 2000). 
Salgado, Sebastião, Workers:  An Archaeology of the Industrial Age (New York:  
Aperture, 1993). 
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Films, available on video cassette or DVD in the history office. 

Berri, Claude, Germinal, Belgium, France, and Italy (1993), 160 minutes. 

Demme, Jonathan, The Agronomist, USA (2003), 90 minutes. 

Herzog, Werner, Aguirre, der Zorn Gottes (Aguirre, the Wrath of God), West Germany, 

Peru, and Mexico (1972), 100 minutes. 

Songs 

Newman, Randy, “The Great Nations of Europe,” and “The World Isn‟t Fair,” both first 

released on Bad Love (Dreamworks:  DRD50115, 1999). 

III.  ASSIGNMENTS AND EVALUATION 

The purpose of this course is not only to provide you with an introduction to the 
history of the modern world, but also to improve your research, critical thinking and 
writing skills. 

 
Class meetings will be primarily discussion-based.  That means that you need to 

come to class prepared to participate in a discussion, having done the assigned reading or 
having viewed the assigned film in advance.  Class participation is part of your grade, as I 
indicate below, and I expect you to attend class regularly and to participate in our 
discussions. 

 
There will be three written assignments:  two take-home midterms, and one final 

paper.  The first two papers will be on a choice of assigned topics focusing on course 
materials.  In addition to the assigned reading, I will ask you to read one additional article 
or the equivalent for the first paper, and two additional articles or the equivalent for the 
second paper.  The idea is not to burden you with too much additional reading, but to get 
you used to doing independent research, using our library catalogue, the bibliographies of 
the assigned texts, and proprietary data bases available through our OhioLink system, 
including JSTOR and Lexis-Nexis, to track down sources.  For the final paper, you have 
two choices.  First, you can expand on one of your first two midterms by doing some 
additional background reading and by broadening the argument.  Alternatively, you can 
write a research paper on a photograph or a series of photographs from one of the two 
Salgado volumes; you can study in greater depth one of the three assigned films, perhaps 
by viewing additional, related films, and by reading film criticism; or you can study some 
of the issues raised in the texts by Diamond, Goldstone, and Fogel.  You should improve 
your writing and research skills over the course of the semester.  I will provide detailed, 
constructive comments on the first two essays, to give you an idea of how to better design 
and execute subsequent writing assignments. 

 
The written assignments will be due as follows: 

First mid-term: 24 September 2009  (3-4 pages) 
Second mid-term: 22 October 2009  (5-6 pages) 
Final paper:  3 December 2009  (7-8 pages) 
 

A two-hour, open book final exam will be scheduled during the final exam period 
(Monday, 14 December 2009, 3.30-5.30PM).  It will consist of a short identification 
section, and two 50-minute essays (choice of two topics out of five).  The final exam will 



 7 

test knowledge of the assigned materials, and the issues we‟ve discussed in class.  If 
you‟ve been doing the assigned work and participating in class you should be able to 
write a good exam without doing a lot of cramming or review. 

 
Final grades will be based on written work and the exam in the following 

proportions: 
 
  Class Participation: 10% 
  First mid-term: 20% 
  Second mid-term: 20% 
  Final Paper:  30% 
  Final Exam:  20% 

IV.  READING ASSIGNMENTS AND LECTURE TOPICS 

Week 1. 
25 August.  Introductory. 
27 August.  The regionally differing courses of history. 
Reading:  Jared Diamond, Guns, Germs, and Steel, pp. 1-81. 
 
Week 2.  Columbus, for and against. 
1 September. 
3 September. 
Reading:  Kirkpatrick Sale, “What Columbus Discovered,” The Nation, vol. 251 (22 
October 1990), no. 13, pp. 444-6; Glynn Morris and Russell Means, “Why Autonomous 
AIM Opposes Columbus Day and Columbus Day Parades” (1991), on-line at 
www.dickshovel.com/colum.html; William H. McNeill, “Debunking Columbus,” a 
review of Kirkpatrick Sale‟s Conquest of Paradise, New York Times Book Review (7 
October 1990); Dinesh D‟Souza, “The Crimes of Christopher Columbus,” First Things, 
57 (November 1995), pp. 26-33; Graham Keeley, “Columbus Exposed as Iron-Fisted 
Tyrant, Who Tortured His Slaves,” The Independent (21 July 2006), available on-line 
using Lexis-Nexis. 
Film:  Werner Herzog, Aguirre, the Wrath of God. 
Song:  Randy Newman, “The Great Nations of Europe,” first released on Bad Love 
(Dreamworks, DRD-50115, 1999). 
 
Week 3.  The rise of agriculture and animal husbandry. 
8 September. 
10 September. 
Reading:  Diamond, Guns, Germs and Steel, pp. 83-191. 
 
Week 4.  Disease, writing, technology, and the rise of the state. 
15 September. 
17 September. 
Reading:  Diamond, Guns, Germs and Steel, pp. 193-292; Simon Romero, “Lethem 
Journal:  Weavers go Dot-Com and Elders Move In,” New York Times (28 March 2000). 
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Week 5.  Human history on five continents compared. 
22 September. 
24 September.  (First mid-term essay due in class). 
Reading:  Diamond, Guns, Germs, and Steel, pp. 293-425.  Emperor Qian Long of China, 
two letters to King George III of England (September 1793).  Find the texts of the letters 
on various websites, using Google or other internet search engines. 
 
 
Week 6.  An alternative Eurocentric argument:  Christianity and the rise of the West. 
29 September. 
1 October. 
Reading:  “The Victory of Reason:  A Forum,” Historically Speaking, 7 (March/April 
2006), no. 4, pp. 2-20, consisting of the following essays:  Rodney Stark, “How 
Christianity (and Capitalism) Led to Science,” pp. 2-5; Jack Goldstone, “Knowledge—
Not Capitalism, Faith, or Reason—Was the Key to the „Rise of the West,‟” pp. 6-10; 
James Muldoon, “The Intelligent Design of Modern Rationalism,” pp. 10-12; Joel 
Mokyr, “Christianity and the Rise of the West:  Rodney Stark and the Defeat of Reason,” 
pp. 12-14; Ricardo Duchesne, “Christianity is a Hellenistic Religion, and Western 
Civilization is Christian,” pp. 15-18; Rodney Stark, “Rejoinder,” p. 18; and Donald A. 
Yerxa, “Interview with Rodney Stark,” pp. 19-20; and Pope Benedict XVI, “Faith, 
Reason and the University:  Memories and Reflections,” speech given at the University 
of Regensburg, Germany, 12 September 2006. 
 
Week 7.  Europe and Asia, up to 1500. 
6 October. 
8 October. 
Reading:  Jack A. Goldstone, Why Europe?, pp. v-viii, 1-95. 
 
Week 8.  European dominance after 1500. 
13 October.  (Fall Break:  BGSU closed.) 
15 October. 
Reading:  Jack A. Goldstone, Why Europe?, pp. 97-176. 
 
Week 9.  Asian and European voyages of discovery:  another look. 
20 October. 
22 October. (Second mid-term essay due in class). 
Reading:  Nicholas D. Kristof, “1492:  the Prequel,” New York Times (6 June 1999); 
Robert Finlay, “China, the West, and World History in Joseph Needham‟s „Science and 
Civilization in China,‟” Journal of World History, 11 (2000), no. 2, pp. 265-303; Robert 
Finlay, “How Not to (Re)Write World History:  Gavin Menzies and the Chinese 
Discovery of America, Journal of World History, 15 (2004), no. 2, pp. 229-42; and Eric 
A. Powell, “Bogus Books,” Archaeology, 56 (2003), no. 3, p. 53.  Find the New York 
Times essay using Lexis-Nexis; the journal articles and the journal review are available 
on-line using OhioLink. 
 
Week 10.  Ancient collapses. 
27 October. 
29 October. 
Reading:  Jared Diamond, Collapse, pp. 1-135; 157-77. 
 
Week 11.  Modern collapses. 
3 November. 
5 November. 
Reading:  Jared Diamond, Collapse, pp. 309-416. 
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Week 12.  Global environmental change in the contemporary world. 
10 November. 
12 November. 
Reading:  Jared Diamond, Collapse pp. 419-526. 
 
Week 13.  Modernity as escape from hunger and premature death. 
17 November. 
19 November. 
Reading:  Robert Fogel, The Escape from Hunger and Premature Death, pp. 1-111. 

Film:  Claude Berri, Germinal. 

Song:  Randy Newman, “The World Isn‟t Fair,” first released on Bad Love (Dreamworks:  

DRD-50115, 1999). 
 
Week 14. 
24 November.  The transformation of work since the late 20th century. 
26 November.  (Thanksgiving Recess:  BGSU closed.). 
Photographic Essays:  Sebastião Salgado, Workers. 
 
Week 15.  Migrations. 
1 December. 
3 December.  (Final papers due in class). 
Photographic Essays:  Sebastião Salgado, Migrations, and Genesis. 

Film:  Jonathan Demme, The Agronomist. 

 

Week 16.   

8 December 

10 December.  Last day of classes. 
Photographic Essays:  Peter Galassi, Andreas Gursky; Edward Burtynsky, China. 
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HIST 152/152H, ‘The Modern World,’ spring semester, 2009, book orders 

 

Prof. Douglas J. Forsyth. 

 

Diamond, Jared M., Collapse:  How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed (New York:  

Viking, 2005).  Paper (Penguin), list:  $17.00; ISBN:  0143036556. 

Diamond, Jared, Guns, Germs, and Steel:  The Fate of Human Societies (New York:  

Norton, 1999).  Paper, list:  $16.95; ISBN:  0393317552. 

Fogel, Robert William, The Escape from Hunger and Premature Death, 1700-2100:  

Europe, America, and the Third World (New York:  Cambridge University Press, 2004).  

Paper:  list:  $24.99; ISBN:  0521004888. 

Goldstone, Jack, Why Europe?  The Rise of the West in World History, 1500-1850 

(Boston:  McGraw Hill, 2009).  Paper, list:  $24.75; ISBN-10:  0072848014; ISBN-13:  

978-0072848014. 

 

 

 

 

 


