
HISTORY 133     AFRICA:  THE AGE OF REVOLUTION     SPRING 2010 

 

 

T-Th, 2:40 -- 4:10    LPC    MR. GARFIELD 

 

 

 

 This course is a study of African history in the 20th/early 21st 

Centuries, from the beginning of the colonial era, through the achievement of 

African independence, and Africa's place in the modern world.  It focuses on the 

revolutions -- political, social, economic, cultural -- that have transformed 

Africa in the last century and created the situation that African states and 

peoples find themselves in today.  

 

 

 The course satisfies the requirement of the Liberal Studies Domain 

"Understanding the Past," in the category of "Africa."  As with many UP domain 

courses, History 229 will introduce students to an area whose historical 

experience, cultural values and social structures are significantly different 

from their own.  Students will hopefully come to understand these differences 

not as "better" or "worse" than their own, but simply different, the product of 

different historical circumstances and a different social basis of political 

action and organization.   

 

 

 The course consists of both lectures and readings. Attendance, except on 

exam days, will not be taken, but students are responsible for all material 

covered in class and all announcements made in class, whether or not they are 

there.  Students are likewise responsible for all assigned readings, even if not 

further discussed in class.   

 

 

 Grades for the course will be based on two exams during the term, a Final 

Exam, given on the dates indicated, and a term paper. [There are no quizzes, 

"pop" or otherwise. No "extra-credit" papers or projects will be accepted; don't 

even ask!]  No letter grade will be given to an exam or to the Paper.  Instead, 

each exam, and the paper, will have a point value relative to its weight toward 

the term grade.  At the end of the course, each student's points will be added 

up, the totals put on a scale, and a letter-grade for the course calculated.  

This will be the only actual letter-grade received, but the Instructor will let 

students know after each exam how they stand in the course to that point in 

nominal letter-grade terms.  Except in unusual circumstances explained to and 

accepted by the Instructor in advance, NO MAKE-UP EXAMS WILL BE GIVEN! 

 

 

 Each exam will have an essay section and a map section.  On the latter 

part, students must be able to identify on a map the places that have been 

talked about and shown in class.  To assist in this, the Instructor will supply 

students with outline maps on which they can take geographical notes.  Students 

may also wish to purchase an inexpensive atlas to help in their geographical 

study. 

 

 

 

 Students who may need an accommodation based on a disability or learning 

problem should see the Instructor as soon as possible.  All such matters will be 

handled in the strictest confidence.  If a student needs special accommodations, 



such as writing on a word-processor or unlimited time for exams, they should let 

the Instructor know.  They should also contact one of university offices that 

deals with such needs.  Please contact the PluS Program and/or the Office for 

Students with Disabilities [773 325-1667].  Both are located in Room 307 of the 

Student Center.  

 

 

 As part of the term's work, each student will prepare a Research Paper.  

The paper will be a biography of any person, African, European, or American, 

whose activities affected or influenced Africa during the years covered by the 

course, 1914 to the present.  The individual can be from any area of endeavor, 

e.g., political leader, academic, economic leader, military figure, diplomat, 

cultural figure, etc., so long as their work was primarily focused on or 

influential in and for Africa.   

 

 

 The paper must be a minimum of five full pages in length; the maximum 

length is open, but anything beyond eight pages is over-doing it.  Each paper, 

in addition to the text, must have a  separate title page, footnotes, and a 

bibliography, none of which count toward the minimum length.  The paper must be 

done on a typewriter or word-processor; if on the latter, use a standard font 

[such as Times Roman] and 12-point type.  The Paper should have one-inch margins 

all around and be double-spaced. 

 

 

 Every paper will have a bibliography, which will list all sources 

consulted for the paper, even if they are not directly cited.  The bibliography 

must have a minimum of five items, but only one of them may be from a general 

sources such as an encyclopedia.  Students may use Web sources, but not more 

than two sources may be from there.  Be careful what you use from the Internet.  

Nothing on there has been screened for accuracy or even basic truth or honesty. 

You may NOT use or cite Wikipedia.  If using a sources from the Web, you must 

give the author and title, if known, and the full URL.  Some sources exist both 

in printed and Web versions, such as journal articles.  Students may use such a 

source on-line without it counting toward the limit for Internet materials.  

However, in these cases the citation of the printed source as well as the Web 

URL must be given. 

 

 

 Any information beyond common knowledge that you present in the Paper must 

be footnoted.  For example, you would not footnote that George Washington was 

the first president; you would footnote what he wore at his inauguration.  Any 

footnote style is o.k. as long as it is consistent.  Footnotes can be at the 

bottom of the page, in a separate section at the end of the Paper [separate from 

the bibliography] or inserted in the text.  If you are not sure of the correct 

style or form for footnotes or bibliography, see the Instructor as soon as 

possible for assistance.  Failure to footnote information, or failure to follow 

any of these guidelines, will lead to the Paper receiving NO credit.  The Paper 

is worth 30% of the term grade. 

 

 Students will have the opportunity to hand in an early draft of the paper, 

at any stage of completeness, for non-graded comments and suggestions.  The 

deadline for such drafts is noted below. 

 

 

 Students should choose a topic as soon as possible; ask the Instructor for 

suggestions if you are unsure.  If they do not choose a topic by the deadline 



noted below, one will be chosen for them.  Once chosen or assigned, a topic may 

not be changed for any reason.  Only one student may do a given topic, and the 

rule of first-come-first-served applies.  The paper is due on the last day of 

class.  Papers not handed in by then will be penalized 10% for each day they are 

late.  Papers must be handed in in person to the Instructor.  Do not slip it 

under the History Department door.  If you did not hand it to me, I didn't get 

it. 

 

 

 The Paper must be entirely the student's own work.  Any Paper that is in 

any way suspected of not being the student's work [e.g., copied from another 

source, downloaded off the Internet, purchased from a "paper-mill, or written by 

someone else] will be sent to TurnItIn.com for analysis.  A plagiarized paper 

will lead to an automatic failure for the course.  A report will also be sent to 

the Dean of the College of Arts & Sciences for further action, which may include 

suspension or expulsion from the university.  See the University Student 

Handbook for further discussion of academic honesty, the definitions of cheating 

and plagiarism, and penalties for violation of university standards. 

 

 

 As a matter of classroom courtesy, students must turn off all cellphones, 

iPods, Blackberrys, or other electronic devices before coming to class.  Any 

student whose phone goes off, or who takes out and uses such a device during 

class will be asked to leave for the day.  A repeat instance will result in the 

student being dropped from the course.  Likewise, using a phone or similar 

device to send or receive text-messages during the class will lead to a similar 

penalty. 

 

  

  

 The required texts are:   

 

  David Birmingham,  The Decolonization of Africa 

 

  William H. Worger, et.al., eds.,  Africa and the West:  a   

               documentary history, vol. 2. 

   

 Course topics, the dated on which they will be covered in class, and the 

readings for each, are: 

 

 

Mar. 30 -- Introduction:  Africa in 1914;   Worger, 1-31. 

                                            Birmingham, 1-8. 

 

 

Apr. 1 -- Africa and the First World War;  Worger, 31-40. 

                                            

 

Apr. 6 -- Africa Between the Wars;  Worger, 41-74. 

 

 

Apr. 8 -- Africa and World War II;  Worger, 75-106, 149-154. 

[Last date to choose a Paper topic] 

  

 

Apr. 13 -- British Africa and Independence;  Worger, 128-129, 154-157. 

                                             Birmingham, 25-38. 



 

 

Apr. 15 -- British Africa and Independence;  Worger,  115-122, 157-163. 

                                             Birmingham, 39-53. 

 

 

Apr. 20 -- FIRST EXAM  (20%) 

  

                      

Apr. 22 -- Independence and French Africa;  Birmingham, 8-23, 55-61. 

 

 

Apr. 27 -- Disaster in Belgian Africa;  Worger, 134-143. 

                                        Birmingham, 62-65. 

 

 

Apr. 29 -- Revolution in Portuguese Africa;  Worger, 171-175, 179-183. 

                                             Birmingham, 66-69. 

 

 

May 4 -- South Africa;  Worger, 107-114, 122-127, 129-134, 

                        Birmingham, 71-81. 

 

                                         

May 6 -- South Africa;  Worger, 167-171, 175-179, 203-215. 

                        Birmingham, 81-84. 

 

 

May 11 -- SECOND EXAM  (20%)  

 

  

May 13 -- Government and Politics in Africa;  Worger, 184-203, 215-217,  

          241-254. 

                                               Birmingham, 85-91. 

 

 

[May 14th; last day to drop course] 

 

                 

May 18 -- African Economic Development;  Worger, 163-167, 218-223, 

                                              

              [Last day to submit Paper drafts]      

 

 

May 20 -- Africa and the Global Economy;  Worger, 223-240,                      

 

 

May 25 -- African Unity;  Worger, 259-261. 

  

                                               

May 27 -- African Conflict;  Worger, 255-259, 262-274.  

 

 

June 1 -- African Conflict;  Worger, 274-277.  

 

 

June 3 -- Africa and the World;  Worger, 278-285.       [Term papers due] 



FINAL EXAM:   Tuesday, June 8th, 2:45 -- 5:00  (30%) 

 

 

 

 The Instructor's office hours for Spring Quarter are T-Th, 1:00--2:30 and 

4:15--5:00 in SAC, Room 406.  The Instructor's phone is (773) 325-1556,  and has 

voice-mail for taking messages.  If you wish a call returned, be sure to include 

your name and phone number, including area code. The Instructor e-mail address 

is:  rgarfiel@depaul.edu 

 


