
HIS 251-Fall 2007 
The Uses of History 

 

 

Instructor: Adam Howard 

Classroom: 206 Rome Hall  

Office: 314 Phillips Hall      

E-mail:  ahoward@gwu.edu 

Office Hours:  Tues. 12:15-2:00 
 

All views expressed by me in this course are my own and do not represent those of the 

U.S. Department of State 
 

Course Description and Objectives 

 

History has been used by states, organizations, and individuals for centuries in an effort to 

empower themselves.  This course will examine the ways in which these different groups have 

created narratives to accomplish their objectives and how opposition to these groups have 

employed counter-narratives to win the public discourse.  We will analyze the various political, 

social, and cultural techniques used in creating narratives, and the importance of collective memory 

in pushing an agenda.  

The term will begin with a theoretical discussion of what history is and then move into 20
th
 century 

case studies that help illustrate the interconnections between history, collective memory, and 

identity.  Our readings and discussions will suggest themes and approaches for final research 

papers.  Although no expertise in history is required for this course, you may wish to consult 

textbooks or monographs to gain a better context for certain topics.  I will be happy to suggest 

further readings for those who wish to do this.  Please be advised that this course will be run in a 

discussion format.  Students are expected to be prepared to engage intensely each week about the 

class readings and to present on readings and original work at different points during the semester.   

 

 

Required Books to be Purchased (available at the University bookstore and online) 

 

Paul Cohen- History in Three Keys: The Boxers as Event, Experience, and Myth 

 

Fred Corney- Telling October: Memory and the Making of the Bolshevik Revolution 
 

Edward T. Linenthal and Tom Engelhardt, eds., History Wars: The Enola Gay and Other Battles 

for the American Past 

 

Edward T. Linenthal- Preserving Memory: The Struggle to Create America's Holocaust Museum  

 

Kendrick Oliver- The My Lai Massacre in American History and Memory 

 

Yael Zerubavel- Recovered Roots: Collective Memory and the Making of Israeli National 

Tradition 

 

 

(All articles are available on Blackboard) 

http://www.amazon.com/s/002-2788846-5996804?ie=UTF8&index=books&rank=-relevance%2C%2Bavailability%2C-daterank&field-author-exact=Linenthal%2C%20Edward%20T.


Student Responsibilities 

 

This course relies heavily on student engagement in class discussion.  The give and take between 

students will be crucial to the exchange of ideas.  Therefore, students MUST read the assignments 

listed on the syllabus BEFORE class begins each week. 

 

Courteous behavior is expected in class.  Please shut off cell phones or any other 

electronic devices during the class period.  There is to be no talking with neighbors or 

eating during class time (drinks are okay). 
 

Cheating, plagiarism and any other form of academic dishonesty are prohibited.  All cases 

of academic dishonesty will be treated in accordance with the college’s official student 

conduct code. 
 

Grades will be based on discussion leader presentation (15%), reaction paper (15%), class 

participation (20%), oral presentation (25%), and final paper (25%).   

 

Discussion Leader Presentation- Discussion leaders will be chosen to lead each class based on 

the course reading.  They will be responsible for leading class discussion for that class reading and 

will need to prepare questions based on the readings to generate discussion.  Discussion leaders are 

encouraged to communicate with each other before their presentation to avoid repetition in 

comments and questions.  Since some of you will not be able to meet in person, please take 

advantage of e-mail and phone communication.  Also, feel free to communicate with me about how 

you want to present to the class.  You are welcome to use multimedia, handouts, or any other 

approaches or tools you think will make your presentation more effective.  Be aware that I will be 

interjecting from time to time to emphasize points you make during the presentation, but most of 

the class time will be for you to present.  It is important to try and contextualize, when appropriate, 

your presentation by connecting themes from the previous weeks‟ readings with the reading you 

present. 

 

Reaction Paper- Each discussion leader will turn in a reaction paper of 4-5 pages based on the 

readings for that week.  The reaction paper should contextualize the reading(s) and connect them 

with themes discussed from previous weeks.  It will be due at the start of class before the 

discussion leaders‟ presentation.  

 

Class Participation- Since this course will be a discussion format with students leading each 

week‟s discussion, students will have plenty of opportunity to express their views and ideas during 

the term.  Participation should be qualitative as well as quantitative.  Critical thoughts and original 

analysis will be important for this part of the grade.  It is also imperative for students to attend each 

class.  If you cannot make a class for any reason, please contact me by e-mail. 

Avoid arriving late for class as consistent tardiness will result in a lower participation 

grade.  Additionally, if you need to leave class early for any reason, please let me know 

before class begins and exit quietly from the room so you do not distract anyone. 
 

Final Paper- You are to write a 15 page, double-spaced, paginated paper with footnotes and 

a list of works cited.  You should write on a topic of your choice that demonstrates how a 

government, organization, or individuals have promoted a narrative that serves their cause 

and to show how they have either successfully silenced competing narratives or battled 



counter-narratives.  You will need to e-mail me a proposal for your topic and the sources 

you plan to use by Nov. 1. 

 
Oral Presentation- You will present for 12-13 minutes on your final paper topic.  This 

presentation may include multimedia if you choose to use it in making your points.  Additionally, 

outlines or handouts may help you in focusing your presentation.  Please consult with me if you 

have questions or concerns about this assignment.  

 

 

 

 

Schedule of Classes 
 

 

Sep. 6-    Introduction to the Course 

 

Sep. 20- What is History and How Is It Remembered? 

  Read E.H. Carr, “The Historian and His Facts,” pp. 3-36 from What is History? 

  Peter Stearns, “Why Study History”  

  Paul Cohen, “Preface” and “Prologue” in History in Three Keys 

 

Sep. 27- Making Myths: The Boxer Rebellion 

  Read: Paul Cohen, History in Three Keys (read parts I & III, but skim part II)   

 

Oct. 4- Controlling the Narrative: Remembering the Russian Revolution 

Read: Fred Corney- Telling October: Memory and the Making of the Bolshevik                      

Revolution 

  

Oct. 11- Dropping the Bomb: Today’s Controversies in Yesterday’s Decisions   

Read: Edward T. Linenthal and Tom Engelhardt, eds., History Wars: The Enola Gay and 

Other Battles for the American Past, Ch. 1, Ch. 4, Ch. 5, Ch. 6, and Ch. 7 

  David Thelen- “History after the Enola Gay Controversy: An Introduction” 

     Gar Alperovitz- "Hiroshima: Historians Reassess" 

 

Oct. 18- The Politics of Memory: The Holocaust and its Impact in the United States and Germany 

Read: Edward Linenthal- Preserving Memory: The Struggle to Create America’s 

Holocaust Museum 
Jeffrey Herf- “The Emergence and Legacies of Divided Memory: Germany and the    

Holocaust after 1945” 

 

Oct. 25- The “Black” Scar: Remembering My Lai and Memorializing Vietnam  

   Read: Kendrick Oliver- The My Lai Masscre in American History and Memory 

    Marita Sturken- “The Wall and the Screen Memory: The Vietnam Veterans Memorial 

 

Nov. 1-   David or Goliath? The Battle for Israel’s Historical Narrative 

Read: Yael Zerubavel- Recovered Roots: Collective Memory and the Making of Israeli 

National Tradition”  
Illan Pappe- “Humanizing the Text: Israeli „New History‟ and the Trajectory of the 1948 

Historiography” 



Ahmad H. Sadi- “Catastrophe, Memory, and Identity: Al-Nakbah as a Component of 

Palestinian Identity” 

 

Nov. 8-    Conclusions and Class Presentations    

 

Nov. 15-  Class Presentations 

   

Nov. 22- Thanksgiving- No class 

  

Nov. 29- Class Presentations 

 

Dec.  6-   Class Presentations 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


