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Course Objectives 
The term “globalization” has been used to describe the complex political, 
economic and technological transformations that have led to greater 
connections and interdependence across the world. Although globalization 
is often used with reference to developments of the late twentieth century, 
its historical origins go much further back in time. The aim of this course is 
to explore these historical origins of globalizations beginning from 1700. 
We will address themes such as the global impacts of the revolutions of 
the Napoleonic age, the spread of industrialization and urbanization, the 
rise of the modern nation state and the global impact of ideas about 

liberalism, socialism and “development.”  
The readings and lectures will address questions that make some historians sceptical about 

the notion that globalization is something entirely new in human history. The position taken in this 
course is that although certain aspects of contemporary globalization are new, globalization 
originates in historical events, circumstances, and processes. To understand contemporary trends 
in globalization, we need to understand the historical origins of these trends. We are concerned 
with the interconnectedness and interdependence of political and social changes across the world, 
which came before the contemporary phase of globalization. As we proceed through the course, 
students are encouraged to keep the following questions in mind. 

1) What are the origins of globalization? How far back in time can we trace these origins? 
2) How can historical examples help us understand the impact of contemporary globalization?  
3) How have scholars explained historical and contemporary patterns in globalization? 
4) Does globalization represent another stage in the direction of human history or is it an abrupt 

shift, radically different from anything that has come before?  
5) What roles have science, religion and ideologies played in globalization?  
6) How has globalization affected various societies? Who are the winners and losers of 

globalization?  
 
Required Texts  

- C.A Bayly, The Birth of the Modern World 1780-1940: Global Connections and 
Comparisons (2005) 

- A. G Hopkins, Globalization in World History (2002) 
- John C. Weaver, The Great Land Rush and the Making of the Modern World, 1650-1900 

(2005). 
- Materials on reserve at the library 

 
Course Requirements 
Tutorial attendance and participation  20% 
Book report on Weaver     20%  (Due on 14 February)         
Mid Term Test     20%  (7 March) 
Final Exam      40% 
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Course Policies 
WebCT 
This course will use WebCT (Web Course Tools) to make announcements, post lecture outlines 
and tutorial comments, and facilitate the tracking of student grades. You must be officially enrolled 
in the course in order to access this website. For further instructions, see the WebCT login page at 
http://www.ltrc.mcmaster.ca/webct/index.shtml 
 
Tutorial attendance and participation 
To ensure effective discussions, tutorials will be held on alternate Fridays for different groups of 
students.  
Group A: Students with last names beginning with A – J 
Group B: Students with last names beginning with K – Z 
Students are expected to do all assigned reading irrespective of your tutorial group, as 
examination will cover all course materials. Students in the tutorial group meeting for each week 
must post their comments and reflections on the readings on webCT before 7pm on Thursday 
and should come prepared to discuss them in our Friday tutorials. Postings should not exceed 500 
words. Tutorial discussions offer a forum to examine topics and issues in greater detail than is 
possible during lectures. They are a required part of the course and participation in the discussions 
will be worth 20% of your final mark. Marks will be given for webCT postings, attendance at 
tutorials, evidence of preparation and understanding of the material, clarity of thought and 
expression, frequency and quality of discussion/questions. It is strongly recommended that you 
come to class with written notes on the assigned readings. For each reading, you should 
determine the author’s argument and the evidence presented to support that argument. Give 
consideration to the questions posed in the course description. 
 
Book Report 
The exact topic that you must tackle is assigned by the last digit of your student number. Students 
whose student number ends in 1-3, answer question 1, 4-6 question 2, 7-0 question 3. Provide 
proper citations in each assignment.  Assignments will be marked rigorously for style and 
grammar. Ideas and analysis are worth 50% of the mark on each assignment; style, organization, 
and grammar account for the remaining 50%. Reports must be between 2000 and 2500 words, 
typed originals in 12-point font, double-spaced. The student should keep a back up electronic and 
paper copy to guard against loss or computer malfunction. Assignments are to be handed to the 
instructor in class. Assignments by fax or e-mail are not acceptable. Assignments submitted after 
the due date will be reduced by 5 percent per day (including weekends) unless an extension has 
been granted PRIOR to the due date. Reports are due on 14 February. 
  
Questions:  
1) Describe and explain, with examples, the diverse ways that European colonizers dealt with the 
indigenous peoples they met in areas of the world that were attractive for European colonization.  
  
2) What did European colonizers mean by improvement and how did the idea of improvement 
affect colonization and subsequent land reforms?  
  
3) According to this book, what are the characteristics of modern history, how ere they expressed 
by the actions of colonizers, and how are they influencing the contemporary world now? 
  
Mid Term Test and Final Exam  
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Students will take a midterm test during the term and a final three hour exam at the end of the 
term. These exams will consist of essay questions, short answer questions and perhaps a map 
quiz. The final exam questions will require students to think analytically about the course material 
and to integrate information from readings, lectures and tutorial discussions. Midterm test, 7 March 
- 20%. Final Exam – TBA - 40% of your final grade. 



 
Academic Integrity 
Statement of Academic Integrity and Dishonesty: 
McMaster University and the Department of History state unequivocally that it demands scholarly 
integrity from all its members.  Academic dishonesty, in whatever form, is ultimately destructive of 
the values of higher learning; furthermore, it is unfair and discouraging to those students who 
pursue their studies honestly. Academic dishonesty consists of misrepresenting by deception or by 
other fraudulent means and can result in serious consequences, e.g. the grade of zero on an 
assignment, loss of credit with a notation on the transcript (notation reads: “Grade of F assigned 
for academic dishonesty”), and/or suspension or expulsion from the university. It is your 
responsibility to understand what constitutes academic dishonesty. For information on the various 
kinds of academic dishonesty please refer to the Academic Integrity Policy, specifically Appendix 
3, located at: http://www.mcmaster.ca/univsec/policy/AcademicIntegrity.pdf 
 
Course Schedule and Tutorial Readings  
 
Jan 3 
Lecture:  Introduction 
Tutorial:  No Tutorial this Week  
 
Jan 9-12 
Lecture:  Approaches to Globalization and History 
Themes: Defining Globalization; How do we define globalization? What are the similarities 

and contrasts between historical and contemporary patterns of globalization? 
Readings:  J. A. Scholte, Globalization: A Critical Introduction (2002), pp. 13-23; 49-59.  
(Group A)  (On Reserve) 

Hopkins, Globalization in World History, (Globalization: An Agenda for Historians) 
pp. 1-11 

 
Jan 16-19 
Lecture:  Prelude to Globalization: The 17th and 18th Century World 
Themes:  Political and economic conditions in the 18th century world; The shift towards 

worldwide cultural conformity and uniformity; The emergence of modern and 
complex patterns and institutions; The Passage from Old Regimes to Modernity. 

Readings:  Bayly, The Birth of the Modern World, pp. 27-48 
(Group B) Hopkins, Globalization in World History, (“Archaic” and “Modern” Globalizations), 

pp. 45-72 
 
Jan 23-26 
Lecture:  The Age of Revolutions in Global Context 
Themes: Revolutionary Regimes and their Impacts; Revolts and Revolutions in the 18th 

century; Economic, military and ideological connections in the revolutionary age. 
Readings:  Bayly, The Birth of the Modern World, pp. 86-120 
(Group A) Jan 24: Film Clip - An Age of Revolutions 
   
Jan 30-Feb 2 
Lecture:  Industrialization and Urbanization 
Themes: Historical and contemporary perspectives on the urban impact on Globalization; The 

political, economic and cultural consequences of urbanization and industrial society; 
The role of the elite and intelligentsia in driving urbanization and industrialization. 

Readings:  Bayly, The Birth of the Modern World, pp. 170-198 
(Group B)  
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Feb 6-9  
Lecture:  Ethnicities and Nationalisms  
Themes:  Causes and Consequences of ethnicity and nationalism; Emergence of exclusive 

nationalisms; Globalization of ethnic and nationalist consciousness; Role of ethnicity 
and nationalism in the rise and fall of empires. 

Readings:  Bayly, The Birth of the Modern World, pp. 199-243 
(Group A) Hopkins, Globalization in World History, (Globalization, Ethnicity and Democracy) 

pp. 196-220 
 
Feb 13-16 
Lecture:  The Rise of the Modern Nation State  
Themes: Institutional and ideological changes that have shaped the modern nation state; 

Similarities and contrast in the process by which nation states have emerged 
around the world; Political and social consequences of the growth of state power. 

Readings:  Bayly, The Birth of the Modern World, pp. 247-283. 
  Feb 14: Film Clip: The Nationalists 

Feb. 16: No Tutorials  
 
Feb 20-23  Mid-Term Recess      
 
Feb 27-Mar 2 
Lecture:  Ideas, Ideologies and Science 
Themes:  The revolutionary influence of liberalism, socialism and science on the nineteenth 

century world; Contending philosophical arguments about individual liberty, 
sovereignty, wealth and power; Social Darwinism and “race theories”; imperialism 
and the globalization of knowledge. 

Readings:  Bayly, The Birth of the Modern World, pp. 284-324 
(Group B) Hopkins, Globalization in World History, (Empire, Knowledge and Culture), pp. 116-

140 
    
Mar 6-9  March 6: Film Clip - When the World Began  

March 7: Mid-Term Test   
(Group A) March 9: Bayly, The Birth of the Modern World, pp. 284-324 
      Hopkins, Globalization in World History, (Empire, Knowledge and 

    Culture), pp. 116-140 
Mar 13-16 
Lecture:  Indigenous Peoples and Global Encounters 
Themes:  The Atlantic Slave Trade and its political, social and economic impacts; The Global 

economics of slave sugar plantations system; Parallels between the slave trade and 
contemporary globalization; Western encounters with aboriginal peoples and the 
ecological consequences. 

Readings:  Hopkins, Globalization in World History, (The Collaboration of Labour) pp. 99-114 
(Group B) Bayly, The Birth of the Modern World, pp. 432-450 
  
Mar 20-23 
Lecture:  Religions and Social Movements 
Themes: The Nineteenth century world as an age of religious expansions; global linkages 

and conflicts that transformed faiths, doctrines and theologies; Intersections 
between religion, polities, ideology and science. 

Readings:  Bayly, The Birth of the Modern World, pp. 325-365 
(Group A) Hopkins, Globalization in World History, (Muslim universalism and Western 

globalization ), pp. 45-72 
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Mar 27-30 
Lecture:  New Revolutions and New Nationalisms  
Themes: Global political changes leading up to the outbreak of the First and Second World 

Wars; The rise of nationalism in Africa and Asia; The rise of American power and 
dominance; The League of Nations, United Nations and the quest for a new world 
order. 

Readings:  Bayly, The Birth of the Modern World, pp. 451-487 
(Group B) Richard Geoff et al, The Twentieth Century: A Brief Global History, (The Era of 

Revolution and War), pp. 117-133 (On Reserve) 
 

April 3  Course Review 
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