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History of Latin 
America:  The 
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Winter 2010, 3 credits 
Tues. & Thurs., 11:45-1:00                    
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njaffary@alcor.concordia.ca 
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Course website available through 

moodle.  
 

 Union of the Inka royal family with the houses of Loyola and 
 Borgia, 18thc. Museo Pedro de Osma, Lima, Peru. 
  

Course Description and Objectives 

 
 This survey introduces you to the key figures, ideologies, and events that 
shaped Latin America from the pre-Columbian period up until the region’s early 
nineteenth-century revolutions of independence.  This semester, we will assess the 
impact of colonization on the indigenous and African populations that constituted 
Latin America’s labour pool during the colonial period and we will try to 
understand how a relatively small group of Europeans and their descendants 
successfully established and maintained economic and cultural domination over so 
many others.  We will examine this question by studying both the political and 
economic histories of Mexico, the Andes, and Brazil, and as well, the racial, 
religious, and gendered ideologies of these colonial societies.  
  Besides becoming familiar with some of the major issues in Latin America’s 
early history, this course will enhance your critical thinking skills by requiring you 
to analyze primary and secondary sources for your term papers, class discussions, 
and tests.  My lectures will occupy the majority of class time, but these will be 
interspersed with discussions and questions about both primary and secondary 
readings.  The texts I have chosen form an integral part of the course and you must 
come to class having read and prepared to discuss each day’s assigned material.  
Please pay particular attention to the primary source readings – indicated in bold in 
the schedule of lectures and readings—and the discussion questions concerning 
them. 
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Required Texts: (Available at the Concordia Bookstore) 
 
Brown, Jonathan C.  Latin America:  A Social History of the Colonial Period, Second 

Edition. Belmont:  Thomson:  2005. 
Boyer, Richard and Geoffrey Spurling, Colonial Lives: Documents on Latin American 

History, 1550-1850. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000. 
History 276 Course pack  
 

Grading Scheme: 
Primary source exercise, Jan. 19      5 %  A+ = 90-100  C+ = 67-69 
Map quiz, Jan. 26     5 %   A   = 85-89  C   = 63-66 
Term Paper proposal, Feb.9 10 %  A- = 80-84  C- = 60-62 
Mid-term test, Feb. 18   20 %  B+ = 77-79  D+= 57-59 
Term paper, March 25   30 %  B   = 73-76  D  = 53-56 
Final Exam      30%   B-  = 70-72  D- = 50-52 
          F   = 0-49 

University and Class Policies:      

In the event of extraordinary circumstances beyond the University's control, the 
content and/or evaluation scheme in this course is subject to change. 
 
The only acceptable excuses for not submitting work or for missing tests are medical 
or family emergencies (job interviews, computer problems, etc. are not acceptable 
excuses).   
 
Neither the primary source exercise nor the term paper proposal will be accepted if 
they are late. Term papers may be handed in late, but for each week they are late, 
papers will receive a deduction of one letter grade (10%).  The late penalty does not 
change if papers are submitted one hour or one week late.  Term papers may not be 
submitted after the last day of class.  Late papers will be assigned a grade but will 
not receive any written comments.  Papers must be submitted to me in person in 
class or during my office hours.  Do not leave papers under my office door.  Do not 
send me papers electronically.  You may leave papers for me in my departmental 
mailbox.  However, if you choose to do this, be aware that I will date their 
submission from the date I pick them up, rather than the date they were deposited.   
  
Plagiarism: The most common offense under the Academic Code of Conduct is 
plagiarism which the Code defines as "the presentation of the work of another 

person as one's own or without proper acknowledgement" (Article 16a). This could 
be material copied word for word from books, journals, internet sites, professor's 
course notes, etc. It could be material that is paraphrased but closely resembles the 
original source. It could be the work of a fellow student, for example, an answer on a 
quiz, data for a lab report, a paper or assignment completed by another student. It 
might be a paper purchased through one of the many available sources. Plagiarism 
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does not refer to words alone - it can also refer to copying images, graphs, tables, 
and ideas. "Presentation" is not limited to written work. It also includes oral 
presentations, computer assignments and artistic works. If you translate the work of 
another person into French or English and do not cite the source, this is also 
plagiarism. If you cite your own work without the correct citation, this too is 
plagiarism. IN SIMPLE WORDS: DO NOT COPY, PARAPHRASE OR TRANSLATE 
ANYTHING FROM ANYWHERE WITHOUT SAYING FROM WHERE YOU GOT 
IT! DON'T FORGET TO USE QUOTATION MARKS! (The Academic Integrity 
Website: http://provost.concordia.ca/academicintegrity/plagiarism/) This grave 
academic offence will be prosecuted according to the University’s Code of Conduct.  
 

Assignments 
 
1. Primary Source Exercise  
 

 worth 5% 

 due Tues. Jan. 19 
 
Write a 2-page answer to any questions 6-9, 10-12, or 13-1, or 17-22 from ―How to 
Analyze a Primary Source‖ (document on the course website, Tues. Jan. 19 class) as 
applied to ―The Indians of Tejupan‖ (see coursepack). Your answer should have a 
main thesis statement and should take the form of a short essay rather than a series 
of unrelated answers to the distinctive questions. You do not have to answer every 
question in the group you have chosen.  
 
2. Map quiz   
 

 worth 5 % 

 Tues. Jan. 26 
 
Prepare by studying the four maps on pp. xv-xviii of Colonial Lives and the following 
maps posted on the course web site for classes 2 (―Mesoamerica‖), 3 (―The Aztecs 
and the Maya‖, and 6 (―Expansion of Inca Empire ca. 1438-1525‖).  You will be 
responsible for locating and identifying fifteen (15) of the following geographic 
locales and features on blank maps. 
 
Cities: Tlaxcala, Zacatecas, San Luis Potosí, Veracruz, 

Tenochtitlan/Mexico City, Puebla, Oaxaca, Havana, 
Caracas, Salvador (Bahia de todos os Santos), Rio de 
Janeiro, Buenos Aires, Cuzco, Lima, Potosí, Panama 

 
Administrative districts   the Viceroyalty of New Spain, the Audiencia of Mexico,  

http://provost.concordia.ca/academicintegrity/plagiarism/
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and regions: the  Aztec Empire, the Maya area, the Yucatán, the 
Viceroyalty of Peru, the Audiencia of Lima, the Inca 
Empire, the Captaincy of Bahia, (Brazil), the Captaincy of 
São Vicente 

 
Bodies of water:  the Gulf of Mexico, the Amazon River, the Río Grande, 

Lake Titicaca, the Paraná River 
 
3. Term Paper Proposal  
 

 worth 10% 

 due Tues. Feb. 9 

 consisting of: 
 
- A statement of topic, document choices, and interpretive question 
- A secondary source bibliography 
- A two- paragraph sample of how primary source material will be used 

to substantiate answer 
 
4. Term Paper:  The Social History of Colonial Latin America 
 

 worth 30% 

 due Thurs. March 25 

 2000 words (approximately 7 pages)  

 Please consult separate paper writing guide regarding proper format, style, 
and structure requirements for your paper as well as for tips on how to locate 
good secondary sources. 

 
What you are to do: 
 
Various personal experiences of the historical characters who formed colonial Latin 
American society are vividly illustrated in Richard Boyer and Geoffrey Spurling’s  
primary source collection, Colonial Lives: Documents on Latin American History, 1550-
1850.   
 
Your task is to generate an interpretation, based on your own analysis of these 
primary sources, of one of the following themes in the social history of Colonial 
Latin America.  The following are only suggestions of general themes. 
 
Within the theme you have selected, you should formulate an interpretive question 
that these documents will allow you to answer.  For instance, if you chose the topic 
―Gender‖, you might ask: To what extent did lower class women in colonial Latin 
America actually embody predominant gender norms?   
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Theme Document # 
Indigenous responses to colonial rule 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 11, 16 

Religious Practice 3, 4, 5, 7, 13, 14 

Gender  6, 9, 10, 12, 15, 19 

Race 9, 13, 17, 18, 20, 21 

The status of Afro-Latin Americans 9, 20, 21, 22 

The rule and use of law 9, 10, 15, 17, 18, 20, 21 

 
How to proceed: 
First, choose the topics that most interest you and read all the associated documents 
treating that issue.  Next, devise a central question you want to ask – and answer – 
in your paper; this will be your thesis question and your answer to it will be your 
thesis. 
 
You should base your essay’s argument principally on your analysis of the primary 
sources themselves, referring to at least three (3) documents in your paper, but you 
may use more if you wish to.  You should supplement this primary evidence with 
material from at least three (3) secondary sources (but again, you are encouraged to 
use more if you like).  These should be scholarly articles or monographs (books 
based on original research that is focused on particular topics, not text books.  DO 
NOT use material from websites (including, of course, wikipedia). 
 
5&6. Mid-Term test and Final Exam  
 

 Mid term: Thurs. Feb. 18, worth 20% 

 Final exam: In April exam period, worth 30% 
 

Both will be a combination of identify and explain and essay questions drawn from 
both the course readings and lecture material.  I will provide you with study guides 
in advance of both tests. 
 

Student Services 
 

 History Department Undergraduate Academic Advisor: Dr. Alison Rowley, 
LB 1041-01, (514) 848-2424 ext. 2421 profarowley@gmail.com 
 

 Students of History at Concordia (SHAC) 
http://www.shaconline.wordpress.com, SHAC@asfa.ca   
 

 Concordia Counselling and Development (career services, psychological 
services, student learning services, etc): http://cdev.concordia.ca/ 

 

mailto:profarowley@gmail.com
http://www.shaconline.wordpress.com/
http://cdev.concordia.ca/
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 The Concordia Library Citation and Style Guide: 
http://library/concordia.ca/help/hwto/citations.html 

 

 Advocacy and Support Services: http://supportservices.concordia.ca 
 

 Student Transition Centre: http://stc.concordia.ca/ 
 

 New Student program: http://newstudent.concordia.ca/ 
 

 Access Centre for Students With Disabilities: 
http://supportservices.concordia.ca/disabilities 

 

 The Academic Integrity Website: 
http://provost.concordia.ca/academicintegrity/ 

 

 Financial Aid & Awards: http://web2.concordia.ca/financialaid/ 
 

 Health Services: http://www-health.concordia.ca/ 

 

Lecture and Reading Schedule 
  
Primary source readings which we will discuss in class are indicated in bold.  Please 
consider the discussion questions associated with each of these (below) as you read 
these sources.  
 

Part I:  Founding Cultures (10 000 BC-1492) 
 

1. Tuesday January 5. Course Introduction 
 
2. Thursday January 7. The Maya 
  Brown, 1-20. 
 
3. Tuesday January 12. The Aztecs  
    Brown, 20-36. 
  Course pack: “A Treasury of Mexica Power and Gender” 
 

 What does this excerpt from the Codex Mendoza tell us about how the 
Mexica economy was structured? What do we learn from it about 
conceptions of gender in Aztec society? 
 

4. Thursday January 14. The Andes:  Geography and pre-Incan Cultures 
  Brown, 37-48. 
 

http://library/concordia.ca/help/hwto/citations.html
http://supportservices.concordia.ca/
http://stc.concordia.ca/
http://newstudent.concordia.ca/
http://supportservices.concordia.ca/disabilities
http://provost.concordia.ca/academicintegrity/
http://web2.concordia.ca/financialaid/
http://www-health.concordia.ca/
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5. Tuesday January 19. Discussion of paper proposal and term paper 
 Primary source exercise due 
 Course website: ―How to Analyze a Primary Source‖ 
 Boyer and Spurling, ―Introduction,‖ 1-5. 
 Boyer and Spuring, “The Indians of Tejupan Want to Raise Silk on their Own,” 
 6-10. 
 

Write a 2-page answer to any questions 6-9, 10-12, or 13-1, or 17-22 from 
―How to Analyze a Primary Source‖ as applied to ―The Indians of Tejupan‖  

 
6. Thursday January 21. The Inca 
  Brown, 48-61. 
  Course pack: Letter to a King 
 

Is Huamán Poma critical or praising of both the Inca and the Spanish? 
Why? How did the Inca maintain their rule? How were gender roles 
connected to the maintenance of power?  

 
7. Tuesday January 26. Medieval and Renaissance Spain 
    Map Quiz 
  Brown, 77-81. 
  Course pack: “Coexistence in the Medieval and Spanish Worlds.” 
 

In what instances do Islam and Catholicism appear to have most frequently 
blended?  Where was there the most resistance to ―coexistence‖?  What do 
these sources reveal about their authors or the audiences to whom they were 
directed? 

 
Part II:  The Construction of Colonial Society (1492-1650) 
 
8. Thursday January 28.  The Conquest of Mexico 
 Brown, 81-95. 
 

http://www.historians.org/Tl/LessonPlans/ca/Fitch/Diaz11.htm “Spaniards 
Attack Cholulans” 
http://www.historians.org/Tl/LessonPlans/ca/Fitch/cholula.html “Mexica 
Account of Cholula Massacre” 
http://www.historians.org/Tl/LessonPlans/ca/Fitch/CORTES20.htm “Cortés on 
Meeting Moctezuma” 
http://www.historians.org/Tl/LessonPlans/ca/Fitch/meeting.htm “Mexica 
Accounts of Moctezuma Meeting Cortés”  

   
In what ways do indigenous and Spanish depictions of these important 
episodes in the Spanish conquest of Mexico differ?  What elements does each 

http://www.historians.org/Tl/LessonPlans/ca/Fitch/Diaz11.htm
http://www.historians.org/Tl/LessonPlans/ca/Fitch/cholula.html
http://www.historians.org/Tl/LessonPlans/ca/Fitch/CORTES20.htm
http://www.historians.org/Tl/LessonPlans/ca/Fitch/meeting.htm
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party neglect to include? Why?  Is the indigenous or Spanish account more 
reliable?  Why? 

 
9. Tuesday February 2.  The Andean Conquest  
    Brown, 95-104. 
    Course pack:  “Conquest in the Personal View”  

 
What elements of Gaspar de Maquina’s letter conform to or contradict your 
pre-conceived notions of the nature of the Spanish conquest?   

 
10. Thursday February 4.  The Conquest and Settlement of Brazil 
 Brown, 61-76, 104-116. 
 Course pack: “There Can Easily Be Stamped Upon Them Whatever Belief We 

Wish to Give Them.” 
 

If Caminha’s observations are to believed, in what ways did the Tupinikin 
differ from the Aztecs and the Inca?  Do you see evidence of ways that 
Caminha may have misperceived them?  

  
11. Tuesday February 9.  Ruling an Empire 
      Term paper proposal due 
 Brown, 131-141. 
    Course pack: “An encomendero’s opinions” 
 

What does Díaz’s letter reveal about weaknesses within the Spanish system of 
government?  Does Díaz present a reliable record of Guatemala’s financial 
and administrative state?   

 
12. Thursday February 11.  Religious Conversion  
 Brown, 141-158. 
 Boyer and Spurling, “Directorio Para Confesores,” pp. 32-38. 

 
What problems did the missionaries obviously face in attempting to 
proselytize Mexico’s native population? How did they attempt to address 
these difficulties?  
 

13. Tuesday February 16:  The Establishment of the Atlantic Slave Trade  
 Brown, 226-233. 
 
14. Thursday February 18.  Mid-term Test  
 
Tuesday February 23 – Mid-term Break 
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Thursday February 25 – Mid-term Break 

 
Part III:  Living in Colonial Society (1650-1750) 
 
15. Tuesday March 2.  Thursday March 4.  Slavery in Latin America 
 Brown, 233-251. 
 Boyer and Spurling, “Felipe Edimboro Sues for Manumission,” pp. 249-268. 
 

 Although a person of low status due to his enslavement, what types of power 
did Edimoboro nevertheless possess?  What tactics did both he and Sánchez 
use to adhieve their ends?  How did African slaves interact with colonial 
religious and legal institutions? 

 
16. Thursday March 4. The Colonial Economy 
 Brown, 121-131, 253-273. 
 
17. Tuesday March 9. Native Responses to Colonialism  

Brown, 187-225. 
 

18. Thursday March 11. The Caste System 
 Brown, 159-172. 
      Boyer and Spurling, “Scandal at the Church,” pp. 216-223 
 

How did the individuals and groups of various ethnicities and classes 
portrayed in these documents perceive mestizaje (race mixing)?  Did the 
colonial population successfully absorb the Spanish ideology of the sistema de 
castas? 
 

19. Tuesday March 16.  Sex and Gender 
 Brown, 172-186. 
 
20. Thursday March 18. Women’s Lives 
 Course pack:  Memoir of a Basque Lieutenant Nun, pp. 3-25. 
 Course pack:  “Sor Juana: Nun, Poet, and Advocate, (1690)” 
  

 What do either Erauso’s account or Sor Juana’s poem reveal about Spanish 
gender ideology?  Do you think these women were absolutely exceptional or 
representative in any way of their societies’ gender beliefs and practices ? 

 
Part IV:  The End of Empire (1750-1824) 
 
22. Tuesday March 23. The Rise of the Peripheries 
 Brown, 307-338. 



 10 

23. Thursday March 25.  Nascent Nationalism  
      Term Paper due  
      Course pack“A Satirical View of Colonial Society (1816)” 

 
Lizardi’s writings were extremely popular at the time they were published in 
the first decades of the nineteenth century.  What was their appeal?  What 
view of the colonial administration does he convey in this passage? 

       
23. Tuesday March 30.  The Bourbon Reforms 
  Brown, 407-437. 
 
24. Thursday April 1.  Late Colonial Revolts 
 Brown, 339-360 
 Boyer and Spurling, “Letters of Insurrection,” pp. 201-215 
   

 What are the principal grievances indigenous communities voiced in these 
letters? Upon what sources do they base the legitimacy of their grievances? 
How did the Andean letter writers view their relationship to colonial and 
Spanish authorities?  

 
25. Tuesday April 6.  Independence 
    Brown, 387-405, 438-472. 
     
26. Thursday April 8.  Conclusion: Colonial Legacies.   


