
 

HIST 125-001: INTRODUCTION TO WORLD HISTORY 
Fall 2009 

 

Professor Matt Karush 

Office: Robinson B, Room 339 

E-mail: mkarush@gmu.edu 

Office hours: Tuesday 1-3 & by appt 

 

Teaching Assistant:  

Steven Scott 

Email: Sscott4@GMU.edu 

Office hours: Tuesday, 4:30-6:30 

Office: Robinson B, Room 339 

Course times and locations: 

Lecture: Tuesday 10.30-11.45 am, Robinson B104 

 

Discussion sections: 

301: Thursday 9:00-10:15 am, Robinson A107 

(Scott) 

302: Thursday 10.30-11.45 am, Robinson A107 

(Scott) 

303: Thursday 10:30-11:45 am, Robinson A109 

(Karush) 

 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

In this course we explore the sweeping historical changes that created today's world. Beginning 

around 1250, we trace key processes reshaping the politics, cultures, and economies of various 

regions. While Europe and the United States are part of our focus, we primarily consider Africa, 

Asia, Latin America, and the Middle East. Each of these geographic regions became enmeshed 

in a global system affected by far-reaching religious transformations, mercantile activity, 

industrial growth and imperialism/colonialism. Finally, we study the influences of modern 

nationalism, Cold War dynamics, and anti-colonial movements in the twentieth century. By the 

end of the semester, students should have a grasp of the major trends underlying six centuries of 

world history. 

 

REQUIRED TEXTS 

 

These titles are available at the GMU Bookstore in the Johnson Center. The novels are also on 

reserve in the library. The textbooks (Tignor et al and Reilly) are not. 

1. Robert Tignor, et al. Worlds Together, Worlds Apart: A History of the Modern World from the 

Beginnings of Humankind to the Present. W.W. Norton & Co., 2008.  (Abbreviated as WTWA 

below.) 

2. Kevin Reilly. Worlds of History A Comparative Reader, Volume 2: Since 1400. 3rd ed. 

Bedford/St. Martin's, 2007. (Abbreviated as WoH below.) 

3. James Ngugi (Ngugi Wa Thiong'o). The River Between. Heinemann, 1965. 

4. Marjane Satrapi. Persepolis. Pantheon Books, 2003. 

 

In addition to the titles above, readings on the course syllabus marked with an asterisk () are 

available through the library’s E-reserves system. Go to http://library.gmu.edu/, click on E-

reserves, and follow the directions. The course number is History 125-001 and the password is 

history. 

 

mailto:mkarush@gmu.edu
http://library.gmu.edu/
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 

Attendance and Participation: Students are expected to attend all meetings of the course, both 

the lectures and the discussion sections. The midterm and final examinations require knowledge 

of course lectures and readings. This course is structured to reward students who come to class, 

complete their reading, participate in discussions, and stay on top of their assignments. In the 

discussion section, all students will help lead one discussion and all are expected to participate in 

each discussion. To do this effectively you need to have read and thought about the assigned 

reading before you come to class. In class, be prepared to ask questions and think critically about 

the material. If you are uncomfortable speaking in front of the group or have trouble contributing 

to the discussion, please talk to your instructor after class and explain your situation. 

 

Reading: The readings for this class include a textbook, first-hand accounts of historical 

moments, historians’ interpretations, a novel, and a graphic novel. The amount of reading varies 

each week, but the average week’s reading is between 50 and 75 pages. As a general rule of 

thumb, students should plan to spend at least two hours studying and reading outside of class for 

every hour they spend in it. Thus, for this course, students should allocate at least five hours per 

work to complete their assignments.  

 

Quizzes:  To ensure that students are attentive to the details of the course, the course will have at 

least five quizzes. The first of these will be a map quiz covering the major places that we will 

study in the course (the study guide for the map quiz is attached to the syllabus). The format of 

the other quizzes may vary throughout the term, but they will focus on major points in the 

assigned reading.  They cover all the assigned reading for the week in which they are given.  

Quizzes will take place during the first ten minutes of discussion sections and will be completed 

without the aid of notes or books. In addition, we may give a pop quiz at any point in the 

semester. If you miss a quiz, you cannot make it up, and I reserve the right to discard quizzes of 

students who leave class early.  

 

Short Papers: Students will write two short papers. These will be 3-4 pages and based on the 

readings for that week.  Due dates are listed in the course plan below, and assignments for each 

paper will be handed out in class. The goal of these papers is to allow students to grapple with 

the material from the course and work on (and improve) their college-level writing. One day of 

the course will be devoted to paper writing, and your discussion section leader is available to 

help you think about your papers. Guidelines for submitting papers are listed below under course 

policies. 

 

Examinations: The course will have in-class midterm and final examinations. Both will have 

identifications and essay questions. For both examinations we will have an in-class review.  

 

GRADING 

 

Final course grades will be calculated according to the following rubric: 

Participation 10% Based on contributions to class discussion 

Quizzes 10% 5 quizzes 
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Short Papers 30% 2 papers worth 15% each 

Midterm Examination 20%  

Final Examination 30%  

To do well in this course you must come to class, read weekly, take part in discussions, and work 

hard on your papers.  

 

COURSE SCHEDULE 

 

The schedule indicates themes, lecture topics, readings, and deadlines. Each week has a lecture 

on Tuesday and a discussion on Thursday. 

 

Abbreviations used for the readings are “WTWA” for the textbook Worlds Together, Worlds 

Apart; “WoH” for the sourcebook Worlds of History; and an asterisk () for selections available 

on the library’s E-reserve page: http://furbo.gmu.edu/OSCRweb/index.html (click “search 

electronic reserves” at the top of the page.) 

 

Week 1: Introduction 

 9/1  Lecture:  Before European Hegemony, The World System 1250-1350 

 9/3  Discussion: Discuss Marshall Hodgson, “World History and a World Outlook”  

 

Week 2: The Old World Order 

 9/8  Lecture: Internal Changes in the World System, 1350-1450 | Read: WTWA, 473-508  

 9/10 Map Quiz | Discussion: 1) Ghislain de Busbecq, “The Ottoman Empire under Suleiman” 

 and 2) Lady Mary Wortley Montagu, "18
th

 Century Travel Narrative" available at: 

http://chnm.gmu.edu/wwh/p/91.html 

 

Week 3: Exploration and Conquest 

 9/15  Lecture: The Motives of Discovery and the Columbian Exchange | Read: WTWA, 511-

550  

 9/17  Discussion: 1)  WoH, 42-45; 2) Bernal Diaz, "From The Conquest of New Spain" (WoH, 

45-54); and 3) "From The Broken Spears" (WoH, 55-61). 

 

Sept 15: Last day to add classes and last day to drop classes with no tuition penalty 

 

Week 4: The Atlantic System 

 9/22  Lecture: The Tropical Atlantic Plantation Complex | Read: WTWA, 553-559, 564-582, 

590-595 

 9/24  Paper #1 due 

   Reading Quiz | Discussion: 1) Nzinga Mbemba, "Appeal to the King of Portugal" (WoH, 

71-74); 2) W. Bosman, "Slave Trader" (WoH, 75-77); and 3) Olaudah Equiano, 

"Enslaved Captive" (WoH, 78-85). 

 

Week 5: The Atlantic Revolutions 

 9/29  Lecture: Independence Movements in Haiti and Latin (Spanish) America (1800-1825) | 

Read WTWA, 599-600, 617-635, 639-656 

http://furbo.gmu.edu/OSCRweb/index.html
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 10/1 Discussion: 1) Toussaint L'Ouverture, "Letter to the Directory" (WoH, 217-219); 2) 

Simon Bolivar, "A Constitution for Venezuela" (WoH, 220-226); and 3) José María 

Morelos, “Sentiments of the Nation”   

 

Oct 2  Last day to drop classes 

 

Week 6: Midterm Examination 

 10/6  Lecture: Review for the Midterm Examination  

 10/8  Midterm Examination: you must bring two blank, 8.5 x 11-inch blue books to the test 

 

Week 7:  

 10/13  No Class  (Monday classes meet instead of Tuesday classes) 

 10/15  Paper writing workshop | Read Ngugi, River Between 1-51. 

 

Week 8: The Rise of European Domination 

 10/20  Lecture: The Industrial Revolution and the Rise of the British Empire | Read: WTWA, 

659-667, 671-682 

 10/22 Reading Quiz | Discussion: 1) Peter Stearns, “The Industrial Revolution Outside the 

West” (WoH, 252-259); John Coatsworth, “Economic Trajectories in Latin America” 

(WoH, 259-267) 

 

Week 9: High European Imperialism and White Settler Colonialism 

 10/27  Lecture: High Imperialism, 1870-1900 | Read: WTWA, 685-694, 719-751 

 10/29  Discussion: Ngugi, River Between (whole book) 

 

Week 10: Westernization and Its Discontents 

 11/3  Lecture: Trouble in the Global System: Anti-imperialism, Inequality, and the Rise of 

Japan 1895-1945 | Read WTWA, 751-760, 763-787 

 11/5  Paper #2 due  

    Discussion: 1) WoH, 308-310; 2) Theodore Von Laue, "From The World Revolution of 

Westernization" (WoH, 310-317); 3) Fukuzawa Yukichi, "Good-bye Asia" (WoH, 317-

320); 4) Mohandas K. Gandhi, “From Hind Swaraj” (WoH, 325-329) 

 

Week 11: Wars and Depression 

 11/10  Lecture: The American Century, 1914-1945 and the Great Depression | Read WTWA, 

809-837, 848-849 

 11/12 Reading Quiz | Discussion: 1) WTWA, 853-865, 2) J. Samuel Walker, "History, 

Collective Memory, and the Decision to Use the Bomb"  ; 3) Paul Fussell, “Hiroshima: 

A Soldier’s View”   

 

Week 12: The Vietnam War and Rule by Experts 

 11/17  Film: Excerpts from Fog of War (53 min., 2003) |  

 11/19  Discussion: 1) Ho Chi Minh, "The Vietnamese Declaration of Independence"   and 2) 

Robert McNamara, "From In Retrospect"   

 

Week 13: Decolonization in Africa, 1957-1994  
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 11/24  Film: Wind of Change: The End of Colonialism in Africa (57 min, 2002) | Read 

WTWA, 865-879 

 11/26 No Class (Thanksgiving)  

 

Week 14: The Middle East and the Iranian Revolution 

 12/1 Lecture: the Iranian Revolution | Read Satrapi, Persepolis 

 12/3 Reading Quiz | Discussion: Satrapi, Persepolis (whole book) 

 

Week 15: Latin America in the Cold War and After  

 12/8  Lecture: Latin America in the Cold War and After | |Read WTWA, 879-896 

 12/10 Final Exam review 

 

  

Final Exam: Thurs, December 17, 10:30 am – 1:15 pm 

 You must bring two blank, 8.5 x 11-inch blue books to the test. 

 

 

COURSE POLICIES 

 

Class absences: Students are expected to attend all meetings of the course for the lecture and 

assigned discussion section. In the event that you must miss class, you are responsible for the 

contents of the lecture or discussion. Furthermore, if you miss class on the day of a quiz, you will 

not be permitted to make it up without prior arrangement with the instructor.  

 

Email: I am happy to respond to any concerns or questions you have via email, although detailed 

explanations are best had face-to-face.  I may, occasionally, send emails to the class. For this 

purpose, I will be using your GMU email account. If you have not activated your GMU email 

account, go to https://mail.gmu.edu/, and select “activate account.” 

 

I respond to email Mondays through Fridays, between the hours of 9-5. If you email me within 

those hours I will respond within 48 working hours (meaning that an email received on Friday or 

over the weekend will be returned by Tuesday). I cannot guarantee a response outside of regular 

working hours.  

 

Cellular Telephones: During class all telephones must be switched completely off or set to 

silent mode. Neither students nor instructors should compose, read, or respond to text messages. 

If you are an emergency responder (such as an EMT) and must receive pages, please notify the 

instructors within the first week of the course.  

 

Laptop Computers: Students who wish to use a laptop computer for note-taking are welcome to 

do so.  However, Students who use laptops for purposes other than taking notes (i.e., email, 

instant messaging, internet browsing unrelated to the course) will be asked to leave. 

 

Submission of Work and Late Work 

All written work is due at the beginning of class in hard copy on the day indicated on the 

syllabus. All written assignments should be typed, double-spaced, with 1-inch margins and in a 

https://mail.gmu.edu/
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12-point font. Your name should be on the paper, and all pages should be stapled and numbered. 

You must submit your work in hard copy only; no email attachments accepted. You should, 

however, retain electronic copies of your work, and in some instances, your instructor may ask 

for an electronic copy of your paper in order to use it as an example in teaching (good!) or to 

submit to a plagiarism detection site like Turnitin.com (bad!). 

 

All students are responsible for knowing and adhering to the deadlines for course assignments. 

Late work will be penalized one half-letter grade per day (ie from B to B-). The only exceptions 

to this will be when you have explicit, advance permission from your instructor. If you anticipate 

a problem in completing or submitting your work on time, you must contact the instructor in a 

timely manner. If you do not hear back from your instructor, you should assume that your work 

is due on the original date. Regardless of whether or not you have been granted an extension, you 

must contact your instructor for how to submit late work.  

 

Academic Honesty and Plagiarism: This class and all of your work as an undergraduate are 

governed by GMU’s Honor Code: “Student members of the George Mason University 

community pledge not to cheat, plagiarize, steal, or lie in matters related to academic work.”  

Plagiarism is presenting another person’s words, ideas, or sequence of arguments as your own 

without attribution. We will discuss what constitutes plagiarism and how to cite sources properly 

in this course. If at any point, however, you have a question about this, please ask. If you are 

tempted to plagiarize or find yourself using material from the Internet or any other source and 

trying to pass it off as your own, stop working on the assignment and contact the instructor. It is 

better to submit work late than to break the Honor Code. It is my duty to report all violations of 

the Honor Code, and I take this duty quite seriously. When I report cases of plagiarism to the 

Honor Committee, I recommend that the penalty be failure for the course or suspension from 

George Mason. Such drastic outcomes are avoided through proper citations and good 

communication with your instructor. To read more about the Honor Code, the Honor Committee, 

and its procedures, see go to http://honorcode.gmu.edu. 

 

Disabilities and Academic Accommodations: If you are a student with a disability and you 

need academic accommodations, please see contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS) at 

703-993-2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office. 

 

Late adds: If you join the course late you must meet with the instructor as soon as possible. You 

will not be permitted to submit assignments that you have missed without special arrangement 

with the instructor. With permission, such assignments must be received within five days of 

joining the course.  
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HIST 125         Fall 2009 

 

Study Guide for In-class Map Quiz 
 

Using the world map on the inside back cover of our textbook, Worlds Together, Worlds Apart, 

please locate the 29 items listed below on the attached map.  At the beginning of section on 

Thursday, 9/10 you will receive a blank map (a bigger version of the one included here) and 

will have 10 minutes to write these items in their proper locations. 

 

Africa 

Australia 

Eurasia (Europe and Asia) 

North America 

South America 

 

Atlantic Ocean 

Indian Ocean 

Pacific Ocean 

Mediterranean Sea 

Red Sea 

Persian Gulf 

Brazil 

Haiti 

Mexico 

Venezuela 

 

Democratic Republic of the 

Congo 

Ghana 

Guinea
 
(Capital is Conakry) 

Kenya 

South Africa 

Afghanistan 

Iran 

Iraq 

Saudi Arabia 

Turkey 

 

India 

China 

Japan 

Vietnam 

 

 

QuickTime™ and a

 decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

 


