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HIST379: History of the Middle East: 
from the Rise of Islam to c. 1800. 

 
Winter 2010: Tuesday & Thursday 12.30-1.45 –  Pray-Harrold Hall 403 

 
John L. Knight 

 
www.johnlknight.com 

 
Syllabus 
 

This syllabus is also available at my website and the my.emich course 
homepage under ‘files’ 

 
Office Hours 
 

701F Pray-Harrold: Tuesday & Thursday, 8.30-9.30, 2-3, and by email 
appointment. 

 
Contact: 
 
 The best way to contact me is by email:  jknigh15@emich.edu  
 

I monitor my email regularly and will endeavour to reply to any enquiries or 
concerns in a timely fashion. However, I reserve the right not to reply in the 
evening or at weekends. If you do not get a reply from me please send another 
message to remind me. I will not be offended. 
 

IMPORTANT: 
 

Lateness, leaving early, sleeping, texting, instant-messaging, using cell phones, 
pagers or other electronic devices for activities not related to class, and 
offensive/threatening behaviour in class will not be tolerated and may result in 
your exclusion, a failing grade and referral to Student Judicial Services for 
disciplinary action.  
 
Any form of academic dishonesty, such as plagiarism, cheating or falsification, is 
unacceptable and WILL RESULT IN A FAILED GRADE FOR THE ENTIRE 
COURSE and referral to Student Judicial Services for disciplinary action. 
 
If you have any concerns or problems during the term it is imperative that 
you contact me.  
 
Do not let problems get to a critical point before addressing them. 
 
Contact me sooner rather than later so we can work out an acceptable 
solution and not compromise your academic success. 
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Outline 

 
This course traces the history of the Middle East, from eve of the emergence of 
Islam (c. 600) to c. 1800. It begins with an examination of the situation in the 
Middle East prior to the advent of Islam and the milieu of the Prophet. The course 
will move on to the life and mission of the Prophet, and then trace subsequent 
expansion of Islam in the Levant, Iran, North Africa, Iberia, Anatolia and the 
Balkans until the apogee of the Ottoman Empire. In addition to gaining a firm 
historical grounding, students will study the doctrinal development of Islam and 
the influences that shaped it. Notions of orthodoxy and heterodoxy (such as 
Sunni, Shi’i, Sufi, etc.) are critically examined along with modern historiographical 
debates, and the problematic nature of sources used for the study of Islam. The 
art and architecture of Islam will also be introduced in order to illustrate 
historical/religious developments and to stimulate interest in alternative methods 
of appreciation.  
 

Required Books 
 

i. Vernon O. Egger, A History of the Muslim World to 1405: The Making of a 
Civilization, Prentice Hall, 2003. ISBN: 0130983896 

 
ii. Norman Itzkowitz, Ottoman Empire and Islamic Tradition, University Of 

Chicago Press, 1980. ISBN: 0226388069 
 

iii. Amin Maalouf, Crusades Through Arab Eyes, Schocken, 1989. ISBN: 
0805208984 

 
iv. Alan Walmsley, Early Islamic Syria: An Archaeological Appraisal, 

Duckworth, 2007. ISBN: 0715635700. Copy available from the course 
eReserve.  

 
Course Format 
 

 Two lectures per week (Tuesday & Thursday). 
  

Assessment 
 

i. Attendance  20% 
 
ii. Book Review # 1 20% 
 
iii. Book Review # 2 20% 

 
iv. Project  40% 

  
Grade Scale 
 

A, 94-100; A-, 90-93; B+ 87-89; B, 84-86; B- 80-83; C+, 77-79; C, 74-76; C-, 70-
73; D+, 67-69; D, 64-66, D-, 60-63; E/F, <60.  
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Attendance 
  

Attendance will be taken randomly, at least twelve times, throughout the term.  
 
Due Dates and Assignment Lengths 
  

Book Review # 1 Monday, 8 February 2010 Min. 1,000 words 
Max. 1,500 words 

Book Review # 2 Monday, 8 March 2010  Min. 1,000 words 
Max. 1,500 words 

Project Thursday, 15 April 2010 Min. 2,000 words 
Max. 2.500 words 

 
 
Assignment Format 
 

i.  Assignments must be of the required length: you will be penalized if you 
go over the maximum or under the minimum number of words. 

 
To ascertain a word-count in Microsoft Word, select ‘Tools’ then ‘Word 
Count’ from the menu.  

 
ii. All written assignments must 

• On the first page clearly state 
 course number – HIST379  
 your name 
 assignment/essay title 
 word count 

• Written in 12pt font  
• Double-spaced  
• Page-numbered  

 
Email Assignment Submission 
 

All assignments must be submitted as an email attachment to 
jknigh15@emich.edu.  
 
Any assignments not submitted by email will not be graded.  
 
NOTE: I reserve the right to submit any assignments to turnitin.com.to verify 
their authenticity. 
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If you would like your assignment returned it must be submitted on time and you 
must also submit a hard copy.  

 
 
BACK-UP YOUR ASSIGNMENTS! 
 

It is essential that all your work is backed-up. Unfortunately, computers crash, 
laptops get stolen, CDs and DVDs get corrupted, and memory sticks are easy to 
lose. I therefore recommend you back-up your work in the ‘cloud,’ to an online 
service. There are a number of ways you can use the ‘cloud’ to back-up that are 
both easy to use and free! 

 
i. Online Storage: There are several services that now offer several 

gigabytes of free online storage, these include: 
 

Dropbox   http://www.dropbox.com 
 I recommend this excellent service 

 
Windows Live Skydrive http://skydrive.live.com 
  
Box.net   http://www.box.net 
 

 
ii. Online Word Processors: Alternatively, you may wish to upload, or even 

write, your assignments using an online word processer. However, if you 
do not have continuous broadband internet access, these can be tricky to 
use offline: 

 
Google Docs   http://www.google.com 
 
Office Live Workspace http://workspace.office.live.com 

 
   Zoho Writer   http://writer.zoho.com 

 
iii. Webmail: The simplest way to back-up work is to send it to a webmail 

service. You may even wish set up an address specifically for this purpose 
(e.g. johndoe_backup@hotmail.com). 

 
GMAIL    http://mail.google.com 
 
Yahoo! Mail   http://mail.yahoo.com 
 
Hotmail   http://www.hotmail.com 
 

 
With all these services, and more, available on the web, there is no need to ever 
lose your work.  
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BACK-UP YOUR WORK SEVERAL TIMES A DAY! 
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Book Review # 1  
 

Review Alan Walmsley’s Early Islamic Syria: An Archaeological Appraisal. 
Discuss, for example, the impact of the eary Islamic conquests on Syria.  
 
This book can be downloaded from the course eReserve at the below link: 
 
http://reserves.emich.edu/eres/coursepage.aspx?cid=3183 
 
PASSWORD: Syria 
 

 
 
Book Review # 2  
 

Write a review of Amin Maalouf, Crusades Through Arab Eyes. In writing your 
review do not just summarise Maalouf’s narrative. Try to select some important 
themes that arise, for example: the importance of religion; relations between 
Christian groups, between Muslim groups, and between Christian and Muslim 
force; compare the treatment of conquered populations; or the political situation 
in the Middle East. 

 
 
Project 
 

For your project you may either select one topic from the below list of questions 
or choose an area that interests you. If you elect to pursue your own project, you 
must consult with me to agree a topic. 
 
This is a substantial written assignment and an opportunity to get to grips with a 
specific area. Essays should address an 'issue' or 'question' and not be a mere 
chronology of events.  

Your essay should be well written, clearly structured and intelligently argued. It 
should be structured along the following lines: 

• introduction: outline the question you are addressing, propose how you are 
going to examine it, and summarise your argument (or 'thesis') 
.  

• main body of the essay:  give a clear, coherent and flowing exposition of the 
problem you are addressing. You should gather evidence that supports your 
arguments and, when necessary, discuss problematic or contrary evidence.  

• conclusion: synthesize the data you have presented in the main body and 
use it to present a concise and compelling statement confirming your 
argument/thesis. 

• bibliography: list all the works you have cited and used in the writing of your 
essay.  
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You are required to use at least seven scholarly references for your essay: 
3 or 4 books and 3 or 4 scholarly journal articles. 
 
You are strongly encouraged to use primary sources. 

 
Use a suitable scholarly prose and avoid slang. Pay particular attention to 
grammar, spelling and punctuation. Do not rely on word processing programmes 
to correct your spelling and grammar. It is essential that you print, personally 
read, edit, and then re-read and re-edit your essay before final submission. 
Ideally, have someone else read it too. 

 
Essays must use appropriate scholarly notation. You may use either footnotes or 
short form citation in the text. Any direct quotations must be marked either using 
"quotation marks" for short quotes or separated and indented when quoting more 
than four lines. All direct quotes or paraphrases must be attributed: failure 
to do so constitutes plagiarism. You should, however, avoid using excessive 
quotations.  

Project Questions 

 
• Did the upheavals in the Sassanid and Byzantine empires facilitate the Arab 

conquests? 
 

• How did the career of Muhammad reflect society in Arabia at the time? 
 

• Discuss the status of women in the Middle East prior to 1800? (You may 
choose a particular period, or survey the entire period.) 

 
• What was the importance of the Umayyad Caliph Abd al Malik? 

 
• What were the causes of the Abbasid ‘revolution’? 

 
• How were the Fatimids able to create a Caliphate in Egypt and North Africa? 

 
• What was the impact of the Safavid Dynasty in Iran? 

 
• How would you characterize the relationship between Ottoman and Christian 

rulers? 
 

• What was the status of Christians and Jews under Islamic rulers? (You may 
choose a particular period, or survey the entire period.) 

 
• To what extent should Shi’ism be regarded as a minority sect? 

 
• What impact did the Mongol invasions have on the Middle East? 

 
• Why were the Ottomans so successful? 
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Schedule & Weekly Readings* 
 
Date Subject Chapter 
Thu 7-Jan Welcome   

Tue 12-Jan Middle East on the Eve of Islam 

Thu 14-Jan Life of the Prophet 

E. Preface 
& 1 

Tue 19-Jan Early Arab Conquests  
Thu 21-Jan Umayyad Caliphate 
Tue 26-Jan Sunni, Shi'a and the Abbasid Revolution 

E.2 

Thu 28-Jan Quran 
Tue 2-Feb Sunni Islam 
Thu 4-Feb Shi'a Islam 

E.3 

Tue 9-Feb Abbasid Caliphate 
Thu 11-Feb Muslim Spain E.4 

Tue 16-Feb Islamic Law & Sufism E.5, 11 
Thu 18-Feb Arrival of the Turks 
Tue 23-Feb Fatimid Dynasty E.6 

Thu 25-Feb Research Seminar - Halle Library 
Tue 9-Mar 
Thu 11-Mar 

Crusades E.7 

Tue 16-Mar 
Thu 18-Mar Mongols, Mamlukes and the End of the Crusades E.10 

Tue 23-Mar End of Islamic Spain: Reconquista   
Thu 25-Mar 
Tue 30-Mar Ottoman Empire  I.1-3 

Thu 1-Apr Safavid Dynasty of Iran  
Tue 6-Apr Decline (?) of the Ottoman Empire I.4 
Thu 8-Apr 
Tue 13-Apr 
Thu 15-Apr 

Student Research   

 
*subject to change 


