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SIMPLE GRADE BREAKDOWN: 
Out of 1000 total points: 
 
400 points- Midterm 
500 points:  Final Exam  
100 points- Group Class Participation (explained below) 
 
1000-900:  A 
899-800:  B 
799-700:  C 
699- 600:  D 
Below= F 
 
TEXTS: 



 
There are five texts for this class.  Four are in the bookstore.  They are: 
 Plutarch, On Sparta 
 Cartledge, The Spartans 
 Orwell, 1984 
 Huxley, Brave New World 
 
The remaining textbook is a published series of readings, like a course packet.  You can 
order it online by following the instructions below- and should do so immediately. 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Your textbook for TRAD 104: SPARTA published by University Readers is now 
available online at www.universityreaders.com.  

The textbook price is $87.00, and includes materials that we will use in class daily, so 
you should purchase your own copy. Also, please keep in mind that our institution 
adheres to copyright law, so any copyrighted material should not be copied or duplicated 
in any manner. 

To purchase the textbook, please follow the instructions below: 

 Step 1: Log on to www.universityreaders.com. 

Step 2: Click on the white "STUDENTS BUY HERE" button located in the "Student 
Store" section (upper right-hand corner of the page). 

Step 3: Create an account or log in if you have an existing account to purchase. 

Step 4: Easy-to-follow instructions will guide you through the rest of the ordering 
process. Payment can be made by all major credit cards or with an electronic check. 

Orders are typically processed within 24 hours and the shipping time will depend on the 
selected shipping method and day it is shipped (orders are not shipped on Sundays or 
holidays). If you experience any difficulties, please email orders@universityreaders.com 
or call 800.200.3908. 

P.S.: after purchasing, you will also be emailed instructions on how to download a FREE 
20% PDF to get started on your required readings right away. 

 
TESTS: 
 
The two tests will be very straightforward.  You must be forewarned, however, that they 
are not multiple choice, nor will they be scantron sheets.  In true laconic fashion, they 



will be questions that will all be answered with one word.  That word will be either 
completely correct or completely wrong.  There will be no partial credit on any test. 
 
The midterm will contain 40 such questions, the final exam 50.   
 
CLASS PARTICIPATION: 
 
This class will contain a significant class participation element (10% of your final grade).  
Because we are imitating Ancient Sparta, however, this classroom participation element 
will be doled out to groups, not individual.  On the first day of class, you will be assigned 
to one of eight units which will be the basis for everything you do for the rest of the 
semester.  You will sit with this unit, study with this unit, discuss with this unit, and be 
graded with this unit. 
 
Each unit will be assigned a TA as their commander and guide.  Each TA will control 
two units.  Two units will be called a division. 
 
The Class Participation Grade, then, will be shared by all members of a unit equally.   
 
Starting on Jan 19th, you will be assigned a place for your unit to sit.  From that point 
forward, both you and your unit will be penalized if you sit anywhere else but in your 
appointed place. 
 
Each unit will start with 85 points (a B) for Participation.  This will be affected in the 
following ways. 
 
Attendance: 
Every day, starting on the 19th, your commander will call out six names from each unit. 
 
 If there are more people present than absent, your unit will gain one point 
 If there are more people absent than present, your unit will lose one point 
 If the numbers are equal, nothing happens. 
 If every person is present, the unit gains two points 
 If every person is absent, the unit loses two points. 
 
ALL absences for ANY reason will be reported to the respective unit commander, who 
will decide whether or not the absences are to be excused- and how the work (or group 
credit) could be made up, if possible. 
 
On-line Discussion: 
When the D2L site is put up, there will separate sections for each division to participate 
in.  This way each commander will be able to read his/her own two units separately. 
 
Each week, the commander will judge which of their two units (within a division) is 
doing a superior job of online participation (if warranted).  That unit will gain one point. 
 



In-Class Participation: 
Points will also be awarded to a unit for good behavior in the classroom.  Demerits, 
however, will also be applied to a unit for any bad behavior. 
 
Each week, starting on 1/21, Professor Lippman will select one unit for outstanding merit 
in classroom participation.  That unit will receive three points 
 
Each time a person in the unit is caught late, distracted, sleeping, on Facebook, talking 
out of turn or unprepared, the unit loses one point 
  
Each time a person is caught sitting outside of his/her unit both their unit loses a point 
and the unit they are sitting in loses a point. 
 
SEVERAL OTHER OPPORTUNITIES FOR GAINING AND LOSING POINTS WILL 
ARISE DURING THE COURSE OF THE SEMESTER! 
 
These will echo various aspects of Spartan society, as you learn of them.  They may 
include, but not be limited to: Guard Duty, Secret Policework, “Stealing the Cheese”, 
“Declaring War on the Helots”  and more… 
 
More Details 
 
A unit may exceed 100 points.   
 
If a unit feels that an individual is not pulling their weight, they may choose, with their 
commander’s permission, to “exile” that person.  A “trial” must occur, during office 
hours, where the individual will be invited to defend themselves against representatives 
from the unit and the commander, defend their actions, and offer to change their ways.  If 
the individual does not show up, or their unit is not satisfied -and commander deems it 
necessary so as not to drag down the unit- that individual is thereby “exiled”- and alone 
receives no points at all on classroom participation for the rest of the semester.  In this 
case, the unit will no longer be penalized for the individual’s actions. 
 
On a more positive note, units may, as the semester, goes on, chose to elect “champions” 
who will represent them in various challenges that will come up during class periods.  
These “champions” will receive points for the entire unit based on their performance.  
Units should begin organizing as soon as the semester begins to create their own internal 
hierarchy and figure out individual strengths in order to make the group as strong as 
possible. 
 
Divisions should also organize their own study groups and study guides (with the help of 
their commander).  Study guides should not be shared with other units.   Your 
commander will ultimately be the one grading your test, so all questions should be 
directed to him or her as well. 
 
Finally…. 



 
The unit with the best average score on the midterm will receive a bonus 5 points. 
 
The unit with the best average score on the final exam will receive a bonus 10 points. 
 
POP QUIZZES: 
Will occur.  Questions will be similar to those on the exams and will reflect the previous 
night’s reading.   
 
Each Pop Quiz will be two questions.   
 
The average score for the unit will be awarded to the unit as a whole as follows: 
More than 90%-  Plus 2 pts 
More than 75%- Plus 1 pt 
Less than 60% - Minus 1 pt. 
Less than 50%-  Minus 2 pts. 
 
OTHER POLICIES 
All holidays or special events observed by organized religions will be honored for those students who 
show affiliation with that particular religion (UA Calendar of Religious Holidays 
<http://www.registrar.arizona.edu/religiousholidays/calendar.htm> ). Absences pre‐approved by the 
UA Dean of Students (or Dean's designee) will be honored. 
 
In class, please always be respectful of others (for the UA policies regarding threatening behavior by 
students, click here <http://policy.web.arizona.edu/%7Epolicy/threatening.pdf> ) and practice 
common courtesy, e.g. turn cell phones, laptops, and other electronic devices off, do not come to 
class late or leave early, do not read the Arizona Daily Wildcat or any other publication during class, 
etc. 
 
Students with disabilities should contact the UA Disability Resource Center (621‐3268: 
http://drc.arizona.edu) for any special needs or accommodations. 
 
*The information contained in this syllabus, other than the grade and absence policies, may be 
subject to change with reasonable advance notice, as deemed appropriate by the instructor. 
 
EVERYTHING ON THIS SYLLABUS IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE (and as a 
gambler, I’d bet it will indeed change at some point).  Check your email and D2L 
regularly! 
 
TYPICAL CLASS BREAKDOWN 
 
3:30-3:45-  Attendance, business, possible pop quizzes. 
3:45- 4-  Questions on last night’s reading 
4- 4:30-  Lecture 
4:30- 4:45-  Discussion/contests. 
 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 



 
All readings are due on the date stated. 
 
1/14:  Class Introduction 
EARLY SPARTA 
 
1/19:  Cartledge, Introduction (pp. 23-47) 
 Homer, Iliad (Sparta packet, pp. 1-12) 
 
1/21:  Homer, Odyssey (Sparta packet, pp. 13-33) 
 Alcman (Sparta packet, pp. 35-40) 
 
SPARTA BECOMES MILITARY 
 
1/26:  Tyrtaeus (Sparta packet, pp. 41-46) 
 Cartledge, Chpt. 1: Under the Sign of Lycurgus (pp. 47-76) 
 
1/28:  Plutarch, Life of Lycurgus (Plutarch, pp. 3-38) 
 
2/2:  Cartledge, Chpt. 2:  Sparta in 500 BC (pp. 77-110) 
 Herodotus Introduction (Sparta Packet, pp. 47-55) 
 
THE WAR WITH PERSIA 
 
2/4:  Cartledge, Chpt. 3:  The Persian Wars (pp. 111-142) 
 
2/9:  Herodotus (Sparta Packet, pp. 56-94) 
 
2/11:  Herodotus (Sparta Packet, pp. 94-136) 
 
THE PELOPONNESIAN WAR 
 
2/16:  Cartledge, Chpt. 4:  The ’50-year Period’ (pp. 143-164) 
 Thucydides Introduction (Sparta Packet, pp. 137-140) 
 
2/18:  Cartledge, Chpt. 6:  The Athenian War (pp. 181-208) 
 Thucydides (Sparta Packet, pp. 141-192) 
 
2/23:  Thucydides (Sparta Packet, pp. 192-226) 
 
2/25:  Thucydides (Sparta Packet, pp. 226-245) 
 
3/2:  Plutarch, Life of Lysander (Sparta Packet, pp. 247-272) 
 
3/4: TEST ONE 
 



SPARTAN WOMEN AND SPARTAN SAYINGS 
 
3/9:  Cartledge, Chpt. 5:  Women and Religion (pp. 165-180) 
 Plutarch, Sayings of Spartan Women (pp. 183-193) 
 
3/11:  Plutarch, Sayings of Spartans (pp. 138-182) 
 
3/15-3/17:  NO CLASS – SPRING BREAK 
 
SPARTAN REFLECTIONS 
 
3/23:  Cartledge, Chpt. 7:  The Spartan Empire (pp. 209-226) 
 Plato, Republic Book 2 (Sparta Packet, pp. 273-295) 
 
3/25:  Plato, Republic  Books 3-4 (Sparta Packet, pp. 297-352) 
 
3/30:  Plato, Republic Books 5-6 (Sparta Packet, pp. 353-410) 
 
4/1:  Cartledge, Chpts 8-9:  Fall and Decline, Revival and Reinvention (pp. 227-256) 
 
4/6:  Perrottet and Pausanias (Sparta Packet, pp. 411-436) 
 
MODERN INFLUENCES (?) 
 
4/8:  Cartledge, Chpt. 10: The Legacy:  Leonidas Lives!  (pp. 257-272) 
 Taplin (Sparta Packet, pp. 437-450) 
 
4/13, 4/15, 4/20, 4/22:  Huxley, Brave New World 
 
4/27, 4/29, 5/4:  Orwell, 1984 
 
FINAL EXAM:  Thurs, May 13th, 2-4 pm. 


