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 Few countries are as well known, yet so poorly understood, as is Mexico among North 
Americans. Stereotypes of illegal immigration, violence, and drug smuggling often take the place of 
real understanding. As a result, few North Americans appreciate their neighbor’s historical struggles 
to achieve political stability and economic prosperity. The goals of the course are two-fold: 1) to 
provide students with a general overview of the course of Mexican history, focusing not only on the 
dominant narrative and elites, but also on the experience of subaltern groups (including women, 
indigenous people, peasants, and those from the geographic periphery); and 2) to encourage students 
to engage important historical and conceptual problems and themes that have shaped the country’s 
complex past and present. Key conceptual questions the course will address: Given the many 
structures that bolster political, economic, and cultural systems of domination, is genuine social 
revolution possible? What does it mean for a rebellion to come “from below”? One might argue that 
enduring change comes not from the moment of violent upheaval, but from the social changes that it 
inspires. What kinds of changes came in the wake of the Mexican Revolution? The ruling party that 
dominated twentieth-century Mexican politics often referred to the “institutionalized revolution.” Can 
a revolution be institutionalized and still be a popular revolution? Finally, after the masses have laid 
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down their guns, is there any real hope of meaningful populist change? If not, why not? If there is, 
what would such change look like, and how might it occur? 
 The structure of the class will depend on enrollment. The course will be based upon lectures, 
but the smaller the class, the more emphasis will be placed on discussion. Throughout the semester 
the course we will incorporate lectures, discussions, readings, film, literature, art and music. If you 
read or speak Spanish, I will encourage you to use your language skills in your research papers and 
newspaper journals. But knowledge of Spanish is in no way a requirement or expectation in this 
course. 
 
Written work: 

Two papers. 2700-3300 words each, plus footnotes, properly formatted. The first must relate 
to a historical event from between 1810 and 1920. The second paper must relate to an historical even 
from between 1910 and 1995. Each paper will be completed in stages (see syllabus calendar). 

Newspaper Journals. Peruse the New York Times supplemented by other newspapers and 
magazines in English, Spanish, or any other language several times per week. Internet subscriptions 
to the Times are free online. By the end of the semester, you must have turned in a total of eight (10) 
installments. Each installment must contain properly formatted bibliographic information on three 
articles (see syllabus below for examples of how to list articles), and a 250-350 essay analyzing the 
articles, connecting them with issues raised by other articles, course readings, and class discussions. I 
will accept installments of your newspaper journal only on Mondays. Do not email them to me. Place 
a hard copy in my box.  Each article appearing in an installment must be from come from the 
previous eight days. Under no circumstances will I accept more than one installment in a single week. 
At the top of each installment, include your name, the date, and the number of that particular 
installment. 
 
Readings: 

For each day listed on the syllabus you must complete the reading before that class meeting. 
Be an engaged reader. Don’t absorb the text, argue with it. See “Getting to Know a History Book” on 
the course website. I do not give any reading assignment randomly. Each one has a purpose, and they 
are grouped together in particular meetings because I want you to think about how they relate to one 
another. Each section of the course, and every meeting has a title. The purpose of these titles is to 
help guide you in your reading. From time to time I will post additional guiding questions and hints 
to guide you through particular readings. In addition to the required readings the syllabus lists 
suggestions for further reading that can serve as a starting point for further exploration into a topic.  
 
Attendance: 
 Regular attendance is required. I take attendance at every class meeting. Every time you miss 
class, it will reflect negatively on your attendance grade and on your participation grade. If you miss 
class with advance permission, it will drop by less than if you miss class without permission. Even if 
you are having a terrible week, if you did not do the reading, or did not sleep all night last night, or 
are experiencing some personal crisis, you should come to class.  
 
Discussions: 
 Do not think of one another as fellow students. Instead, you should think of one another as 
intellectual colleagues who come together twice a week to share your ideas and to learn more about a 
common interest (e.g. Latin American history). The purpose of class discussion is for each of you to 
raise questions, to propose interpretations, and to hear and comment upon the ideas of your peers. 
Class discussion is meant to provide a safe forum for you to try out ideas, to propose interpretations. 
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Not everything you say has to be a stroke of genius. Feel free to use class as a time to think through 
ideas, to change your mind, to take intellectual risks, to play devil’s advocate, and to come to your 
own understanding of the past and its implications. Whether class discussions are exciting, or a waste 
of time will depend entirely on what each of you brings to the table.  

My role in discussion is to act as moderator, to keep the discussion on track, to encourage you 
to push your ideas further, and to clarify confusing concepts or events. From time to time I will 
interrupt discussion to provide background lectures or extended explanations. 

If you are unable to do the reading for a particular class meeting you should at least skim the 
material and try to figure out what the articles are about, what the authors argue, how they make their 
argument, and why what they have to say might matter. Even if you come only half informed, feel 
free to jump into the discussion. Speaking up and admitting you did not do all the reading is always 
better then sitting in silence…after all, you come class not to show me that you are a diligent worker, 
but to talk about ideas and to improve your own understanding of Latin America. 
 Each student will be responsible for framing one class discussion. Your main responsibility is 
to briefly frame the author’s arguments, to explain what you think are the important issues raised in 
the readings and films, and to provide the class with a question to start discussion. Do not bore your 
peers with a long details summary of the readings. We already read them ourselves, and we are eager 
to discuss them, not to hear a point-by-point recap. Instead, be provocative. Raise the discussion to a 
new level. Draw your peers’ attention to particular issues concerning use of sources, historical 
interpretations, larger implications, and confusing or compelling aspects of the readings. What did 
you find interesting about the readings? What do you think are the important issues, and why? What 
aspects of the reading or films did you find compelling? What did you have trouble understanding? 
What aspects of the readings interpretation did you find troubling? Above all, your framing of the 
class discussion should be open ended, it should encourage discussion, not preempt it.  
 
Late Work: 
 I do not accept late work or allow you to make up a missed quiz except in cases of severe 
illness requiring extended hospitalization, a note from the dean, or a death in the family.  
 
Plagiarism: 
 This is the ugly topic that we all hate to think about. Unfortunately, plagiarism does happen, 
and all faculty have been advised to take preventative, and, if necessary, punitive measures. When 
you take the words, work, or ideas of someone else and pass them off as your own you are 
committing plagiarism. Most students are honorable, and I do not expect that we will have any acts of 
plagiarism. However, if you decide to plagiarize your will receive an “F” in the course and I 
recommend your expulsion from Amherst College. If you have any doubt about how to acknowledge 
the work of others in your footnotes, consult the Chicago Manual of Style or come talk to me. 
 
How your semester grade will be calculated: 
Class Attendance and Participation……………………………….…….…….…..35% 

Attendance 10% 
Participation  15% 
Leading of Discussion   10% 

Map quiz……………………………………………………………….……….……..5% 
Written Work…………………………………………………………………………60% 

Newspaper Journal 10% 
Two research papers 

Topic and rough bibliography @ 2 % each  
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Refined topic and annotated biblio. @ 3 % each  
Research papers (2700-3300 words) @ 20 % each 

 
Text to buy: 
Coursepack available at the History office in Chapin Hall. 
Books are available of Jeffrey Amherst Bookstore. 
 Michael Meyer, William Sherman, and Susan Deeds The Course of Mexican History, 7th 

edition (New York: Oxford University Press, 2003).  
 Gilbert Joseph and Timothy Henderson, The Mexico Reader: History, Culture, Politics 

(Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2002).  
 Alan Knight, The Mexican Revolution: Volume 1, Porfirian, Liberals and Peasants (Lincoln, 

Nebraska: University of Nebraska, 1986). 
 Elena Poniatowska, Massacre in Mexico (Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 1991). 
 Carlos Fuentes, The Crystal Frontier: A Novel in Nine Stories (New York: Harcourt Brace, 

1997 [1995]). 
 
Movies (all shown in 119 Chapin):  
 Elia Kazan’s, ¡Viva Zapata! starring Marlon Brando 
 The Old Gringo 
 Frida 
 Mexico, the Frozen Revolution (1972, directed by Raymundo Gleyzer) 
 Zapatistas or A Place Called Chiapas 
 Amorres Perros, directed by Iñarritu 

This class requires several movies. If, for any reason you will be unable to make it to a scheduled 
showing, make plans in advance to see the movie before that date.  
 
-Students with disabilities should speak with me at the beginning of the semester about any special 
arrangements they may require 
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Part 1: Introduction 
Wednesday, September 8: 
 Many Mexicos: An Introduction to the land and people of Mexico, and discussion of the goals 

and expectations of class.  
 Hear music and see images of art and Revolution.  

 
Part 2: From Colony to Nation-State, 1800-1860s 
Mexico’s movement toward independence occurred both as a creole-led elite movement and as a 
groundswell populist movement. As creole elites witnessed the power of the masses to act politically, 
they became frightened of the wars’ populist implications. As a result, Mexico’s elite fell into a 
conservative, defensive retrenchment. Though Mexico was the first Latin American country to rebel 
against Spain, it was the last to take the final step toward independence, and even then, only when the 
creoles could be assured that they would maintain their economic and political domination. The first 
half-decade of Mexican independence was a difficult time. Economic recession intersected with 
political uncertainty and instability. We will try to understand the dynamics of this new nationhood, 
and the struggles over democracy, political control, ideology, and economics that made these 
turbulent years. In particular, we will try to understand how certain characteristics of Mexican society 
(characteristics that would prove crucial during the Mexican Revolution) were forged during these 
years, and to grapple with the role of popular movements in what one author has called “Mexico’s 
Other Revolution.” 
 
Monday, September 13: Elite and Grassroots Participation in the Independence Wars and in the 
Making of the New Nation 
 (book) Michael Meyer, William Sherman, and Susan Deeds The Course of Mexican History, 

7th edition (New York: Oxford University Press, 2003), 270-293. 
 (coursepack) Karen D. Caplan, “The Legal Revolution in Town Politics: Oaxaca and Yucatán, 

1812-1825,” Hispanic American Historical Review 83(2)(May 2003): 255-293. 
 (book) From The Mexico Reader, edited by Gilbert Joseph and Tim Henderson (Durham, NC: 

Duke University Press, 2002), 189-195. 
 Discussion leaders(s): _____________________________ 

 
Wednesday, September 15: Conservatives and Liberals in the Making of the Mexican Liberal 
Republic 
 (book) MSD, 297-401. 
 (book) Mexico Reader, 206-251, 263-272. 
 Discussion leaders(s): _____________________________ 

 
Part 3: Triumph of the Liberal State…What about the masses? 
Between 1876 and 1911, the Liberal centralizing regime of Porfirio Díaz brought modernization, 
political stability, and economic expansion to Mexico. But, for large sectors of the population, the 
price was too dear. Expansion was managed with foreign capital. Politics were controlled by those 
personally loyal to Díaz. Peace was maintained through political repression. Indigenous villages lost 
their lands. Social divisions along class and racial lines were accentuated. Most of the people found 
themselves and their children reduced to peonage. And the young middle-class professionals created 
by Porfirian economic expansion found their aspirations for advancement thwarted by a closed 
political system and crony business practices. We consider the models of development pursued by the 
Porfirian regime, and how it was shaped and experienced in various regions by various sectors of the 
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population, including women, peasants, indigenous peoples, hacendados, and the new bourgeoisie. 
We will also try to understand the points of cohesion and stress within Porfirian society. 
  
Monday, September 20: The Porfirian Political System 
 (book) MSD, 413-459. 
 (book) Alan Knight, “Porfirian Mexico: People, Places, the Regime,” The Mexican 

Revolution: Volume 1, Porfirian, Liberals and Peasants (Lincoln, Nebraska: University of 
Nebraska, 1986), 1-36. 

 (book) Mexico Reader, 273-284. 
 Discussion leaders(s): _____________________________ 

 
Wednesday, September 22: Cities in the Porfirian Imagination 
 (coursepack) Allen Wells and Gilbert Joseph, “Modernizing Visions, Chilango Blueprints, 

and Provincial Growing Pains: Merida at the Turn of the Century,” Mexican Studies/Estudios 
Mexicanos 8(2)(Summer 1992): 167-215. 

 (coursepack) Mauricio Tenorio Trillo, “1910 Mexico City: Space and Nation in the City of 
the Centenario,” Journal of Latin American Studies 28(1)(February 1996): 75-104. 

 (coursepack) Luis González y González, San José de Gracia: Mexican, translated by John 
Upton (UT Austin, 1974 [originally published in Spanish 1972]) 78-112. 

 Discussion leaders(s): _____________________________ 
 
Monday, September 27: Porfirian Centralization and Modernization 
MAP QUIZ TODAY! 
 (coursepack) Juan Mora-Torres, The Making of the Mexican Border: The State, Capitalism, 

and Society in Nuevo León, 1848-1910 (Austin: University of Texas Press, 2001), 52-125 
 Discussion leaders(s): _____________________________ 

 
Part 4: The Revolution 
 Though we normally speak of the Mexican Revolution, in actuality, it was not one, but 
multiple revolutions. Opposition to the Díaz regime came from peasant villages, social bandits, local 
warlords, old-style Liberal political reformers, the new bourgeoisie, and anti-capitalist radicals. 
Though these groups initially united around the figure of Francisco Madero and handily overthrew 
the Díaz regime, their alliance quickly broke down, the Mexican government virtually dissolved, and 
the Mexican masses entered a chaotic period of fighting known as “La bola [the Great Tumult].” We 
will try to make sense of this seemingly chaotic situation by tracing the evolution and transformation 
of the struggle and the participants during the ten-year Revolution. We will also try to discern the 
nature of this Revolution. 
 
Wednesday, September 29: The New Opposition 
 (book) MSD, 463-478 
 (book) Knight, The Mexican Revolution 37-77 
 (book) Mexico Reader, 285-291 
 20 minute presentation by Michael Kasper  
 Discussion leaders(s): _____________________________ 
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Monday, October 4: The Popular Roots of Rebellion 
 (book) Knight, Mexican Revolution, 78-170 
 Discussion leaders(s): _____________________________ 

 
DUE TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5, NOON: Hand in a short description (70 to 100 words) of your 
term paper topic and what issue they will explore within that topic. Also turn in a list of potential 
works you will incorporate into your final paper. List 2 books, 3 essays from compilations, and 5 
articles from peer reviewed journals. 
 
Screening: Elia Kazan’s, ¡Viva Zapata! starring Marlon Brando 
Tuesday, October 5, 4 & 7:30pm 
 
Wednesday, October 6: The Revolution, Part I 
 (book) MSD, 478-520  
 (book) Mexico Reader, 339-62 
 (Film, to be viewed in advance) Elia Kazan’s, ¡Viva Zapata! starring Marlon Brando 

 
Screening: Old Gringo 
Thursday, October 7, 4 & 7:30pm 
 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 11: FALL BREAK 
 
Wednesday, October 13: No class meeting 
DUE TODAY BY 4PM: Turn in a typed and formatted 1 page description of topic, and an 
explanation of the major issues and how they have been addressed in the literature. Also hand in 
analytical annotations of 1 book, 1 essay from a compilation, and 3 scholarly peer-reviewed journal 
articles. 
 
Monday, October 18: The Revolution, Part II 
 (book) MSD, 320-342. 
 (book) Mexico Reader, 364-74; 398-402. 
 (coursepack) Nellie Campobello, Cartucho/ My Mother’s Hands, translated by Doris Meyer 

(UT Austin 1988 [Spanish original, 1938]), 5-34. 
 (Film, to be viewed in advance) The Old Gringo 

 
Wednesday, October 20: Interpreting the Revolution: From Romanticism, to Revisionism, to 
Postrevisionism 
 (coursepack) Gilbert Joseph & Daniel Nugent, eds., Everyday Forms of State Formation: 

Revolution and the Negotiation of Rule in Modern Mexico (Durham, NC: Duke UP, 1994), 3-
66. 

 (book) Mexico Reader, 375-397. 
 Discussion leaders(s): _____________________________ 

 
Part 5: Building the Revolutionary State and Forging the Mexican Nation 
 The Revolution tore Mexico apart. The state dissolved as authority fell into the hands of 
regional strongmen, or caudillos. The economy was in shambles. In a decade of warfare Mexico lost 
10% of its population. The pressing task of the postrevolutionary government led by the triumphant 
Northern General Álvaro Obregón was to rebuild state and society and to reestablish and legitimate 
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the authority of the Obregonista government as heir to the Revolution. Many intellectuals and 
political leaders saw this as an opportunity not only to rebuild society, but to build a better more 
cohesive nation. We will cover some of the major figures and their views on what was to be done. 
We pay particular attention to the effort to create a modern, integrated, and sovereign Mexican 
nation, and the emerging ideas about how to deal with the “agrarian problem” and the “Indian 
problem.” We will also cover the efforts by intellectuals, artists, popular groups, and political leader 
to find meaning in the upheaval they had just been through. 
 
Monday, October 25: Giving the Revolution a Mandate 
 (book) MSD, 547-559 
 (coursepack) Moisés Sáenz, “Mexico: An Appraisal and a Forecast,” pamphlet. 
 (coursepack) Survey Graphic 5(2)(1924): Frank Tannenbaum, “Mexico—A Promise” (129-

132); Felipe Carrillo, “The New Yucatán” (138-142); Manuel Gamio, “The New Conquest” 
(143-146, 192-194); Pedro Henríquez Ureña, “The Revolution in Intellectual Life” 

 Discussion leaders(s): _____________________________ 
 
Screening: Frida 
Monday, October 25, 4 & 7:30pm 
 
Wednesday, October 27: Forging the Nation and Constructing lo mexicano  
MEET IN MEAD ART MUSEUM 
 (book) MSD, 560-572. 
 (coursepack) Helen Delpar, “Mexican Culture,” Oxford History of Mexico (New York: 

University of Oxford Press, c2000), 543-572. 
 (coursepack) Karen Cordero Reiman, “Constructing a Modern Mexican Art, 1910-1940,” 

from South of the Border, edited by James Oles (Washington: Smithsonian, 1993), 10-47. 
 (film, to be viewed in advance) Frida 
 Discussion will be supplemented by video, music, and art slides. 
 Discussion leaders(s): _____________________________ 

 
DUE: OCTOBER 29, 4PM: Turn in your research paper, 2700-3300 words plus footnotes, 12 point 
Times font, name and page number on every sheet, stapled. 
 
Monday, November 1: Counter-Revolution  
 (coursepack) Thomas Benjamin, “Rebuilding the Nation,” Oxford History of Mexico. 
 (coursepack) Jenny Purnell, Popular Movements and State Formation in Revolutionary 

Mexico: Agraristas and Cristeros in Michoacán (Durham: Duke UP, 1999). 1-23. 
 (book) Mexico reader, 421-425; 439-44. 
 Discussion leaders(s): _____________________________ 
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Wednesday, November 3: Cardenismo  
 (book) MSD, 574-586. 
 (coursepack) Alan Knight, “The Rise and Fall of Cardenismo,” from Mexico Since 

Independence, ed. by Leslie Bethell (New York: Cambridge UP, 1991), 241-320. 
 (book) Mexico Reader, 453-455. 
 Discussion leaders(s): _____________________________ 

 
DUE FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 4PM: Hand in a short description (70 to 100 words) of your term 
paper topic and what issue they will explore within that topic. Also turn in a list of potential works 
you will incorporate into your final paper. List 2 books, 3 essays from compilations, and 5 articles 
from peer reviewed journals. 
 
Monday, November 8: Myth, Memory, and Revolution, Part I 
 (book) MSD, 586-600. 
 (coursepack) Mary Kay Vaughan, Cultural Politics in Revolution (Tucson, AZ: University of 

Arizona Press, 1997), 3-46. 
 Discussion leaders(s): _____________________________ 

 
Wednesday, November 10: Myth, Memory, and Revolution, Part II 
 (coursepack) Thomas Benjamin, La Revolución: Mexico’s Great Revolution as Memory, 

Myth and History (Austin: University of Texas Press, 2000), 93-151 & 157-165. 
 (coursepack) Jan Rus, “The Comunidad Revolucionaria Institucional: The Subversion of 

Native Government in Highland Chiapas, 1936-1968,” Everyday Forms of State Formation, 
265-300. 

 Discussion leaders(s): _____________________________ 
 
Part 6: “Politics of the Poster” 
After the 1930s, Mexico entered a period of massive urban growth and industrialization, and the state 
Cardenas had created now abandoned the social idealism of Cardenismo. Under one-party rule, 
Mexican politics became corrupt and devoid of any ideology. The ideals of the revolution seemed to 
recede into the past, while the PRI adopted the term “Institutionalized Revolution” to describe its 
corporate politics. By the end of the 1960s, a new generation of citizens and intellectuals expressed 
their disillusionment with PRI machine politics and the “ideology of the poster.” Protest culminated 
in 1968 with a massive student movement, upon which the government unleashed the army, creating 
a civil crisis that Mexicans continue to wrestle with today. With this violent repression, the 
government seemed to lose most of its already threatened credibility. But it had succeeded in 
dispersing opposition, which was reduced to isolated guerrilla movements in southern Mexico, and to 
the complaints of disheartened intellectuals and academics bent on exposing the lies that legitimated 
the regime. The PRI not only survived this crisis, it grew stronger. During the 1970s, the PRI shored 
up its peasant base through a new wave of nationalism and land redistribution. Mexico entered its 
“economic miracle” financed through an oil boom, but corruption and theft of treasury funds 
expanded, and the PRI continued to dominate national politics by any means necessary. How did the 
PRI pull it off? And at what cost? 
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Monday, November 15: Building a New Mexico in the Post WWII Era 
 (book) MSD, 603-635. 
 (coursepack) Enrique Krauze, Mexico: Biography of Power, trans. Hank Heifetz (New York: 

HarperCollines, 1997), 526-600. 
 Discussion leaders(s): _____________________________ 
 DUE TODAY IN CLASS: Turn in a typed and formatted 1 page description of topic, and an 

explanation of the major issues and how they have been addressed in the literature. Also hand 
in analytical annotations of 1 book, 1 essay from a compilation, and 3 scholarly peer-reviewed 
journal articles. 

 
Screening: Mexico, the Frozen Revolution (1972, directed by Raymundo Gleyzer) 
Monday, November 15, 4 & 7:30pm 
 
Monday, November 22 –Wednesday, November 24: Thanksgiving Recess 
 
Monday, November 29:  Idealism and the Unmasking of Authoritarianism 

 (book) Elena Poniatowska, Massacre in Mexico, translated by Helen Lane (Columbia: 
University of Missouri Press, 1991 [1975]), vii-xvii; 325-333; 174-198; 3-10; 17-22; 47-
58; 62; 70-72; 74-75; 81; 92-93; 105-111; 118-119; 134-137; 146-151; 199-229; 238-240; 
262-263; 268-272; 311-321. 

 (Film, to be viewed in advance) Mexico, the Frozen Revolution (1972, dir. Raymundo 
Gleyzer) 

 
Part 7: 1970s to Today 
Between 1990 and the present, Mexico has seen dramatic change. Though pundits had long hailed the 
collapse of the one-party system, no one thought it would ever really happen. In 1988, the opposition 
party PRD won the presidential elections, only to see their triumph stolen out from under them. The 
PRI under the leadership of president Salinas de Gortari undid much of the land reform born of the 
Revolution, negotiated passage of the North American Free Trade Agreement, and oversaw a 
remarkable rate of macroeconomic growth. But the outbreak of the Zapatista rebellion (named after 
its 1910 forebear) reminded the world about the persistence of inequality in Mexico and the fate of 
those left behind. At the end of his term, Salinas fled into exile in Ireland amid the revelation of 
unheard of levels of graft and government mismanagement. For the first time, residents of Mexico 
City were allowed to elect their own mayor, and the post went to the Left of Center opposition party 
the PRD. Students at the National University went on strike in opposition to neo-Liberal reforms of 
education and the economy, and, at the height of the protest there was widespread fear that the PRI 
would orchestrate a repeat of 1968. In 2000, the impossible became a reality. The PRI lost the 
presidency, and, after a 70 year political monopoly over the Executive, conceded the office to the 
Conservative PAN candidate, Vicente Fox. President Fox (ex CEO of Coca-Cola Mexico) has 
grappled with the growing influence of transnational Mexicans residing in the United States, the 
opening of investigations into human rights abuses under the PRI, the reactions of the PRI, the 
continuation of the Zapatista rebellion in Chiapas and rebellions in Guerrero, and growing cleavages 
over the issues of free trade and migration. We will consider these developments in an effort to 
understand the fate of the popular Revolution, and to grapple with the questions of whether the 
Revolution made a difference in the long term. 
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Wednesday, December 1: Challenges of the 1970s through the 1990s 
 (book) MSD, 637-75. 
 (coursepack) Wayne Cornelius, Mexican Politics in Transition: The Breakdown of a One-

Party-Dominant Regime (San Diego: UC Press, 1996), 25-49. 
 (book) Mexico Reader, 579-597 & 536-544. 
 Discussion leaders(s): _____________________________ 

 
Monday, December 6: Making Sense of Mexico’s Exceptionalism and Stability 
 (coursepack) Alan Knight, “The Peculiarities of Mexican History: Mexico Compared to Latin 

America, 1821-1992,” Journal of Latin American Studies, vol. 24 (quincentary 
supplement)(1992): 99-144. 

 Discussion leaders(s): _____________________________ 
 
Screening, watch one of the following two films: Zapatistas (in Spanish) or A Place Called Chiapas 
(in English). A Place Called Chiapas will be screened on Monday, December 6, 4 & 7:30pm. 
Zapatistas is available on reserve for you to watch individually or in groups. 
 
Wednesday, December 8: Movements in the 1990s 
 (coursepack) John Holloway and Eloína Peláez, “Reinventing Revolution,” Zapatista!: 

Reinventing Revolution in Mexico (Sterling, VA: Pluto Press, 1998), 1-18. 
 (coursepack) Documents in John Womack, Jr. (editor), Rebellion in Chiapas (New York: New 

Press, 1999), 245-295. 
 (book) Mexico Reader, 670-683. 
 (Film, view before class) If you understand Spanish, watch Zapatistas, by La Jornada (in its 

entirety). If you do not understand Spanish, watch A Place Called Chiapas. 
Discussion leaders(s): _____________________________ 
 
Monday, December 13: In search of the Revolution 
 (book) MSD, 675-697. 
 (book) Carlos Fuentes, The Crystal Frontier (New York: Harcourt Brace, 1997) (realist 

fiction), 3-144 
 (coursepack) Celia W. Dugger, “Report Finds Few Benefits for Mexico in NAFTA,” New 

York Times, 19 November 2003. 
o Recommended: (download from Blackboard site) John Audley, Demetrios 

Papademetriou, Sandra Polaski, Scott Vaughan, NAFTA's Promise and Reality: 
Lessons from Mexico for the Hemishphere (Carnegie Endowment Report, Nov. 2004). 

 Discussion leaders(s): _____________________________ 
 
Screening: Amorres Perros, directed by Iñarritu  
Monday, December 13, 4 & 7:30pm 
 
Wednesday, December 15: Is the Revolution Dead? 
 (book) Carlos Fuentes, The Crystal Frontier (New York: Harcourt Brace, 1997) (realist 

fiction), 145-266. 
 (book) Mexico Reader, 598-618 & 750-755. 
 (Film, view before class) Amorres Perros, directed by Iñarritu 
 In class view images from Ricas y Famosas, and other art exhibitions 

Discussion leaders(s): _____________________________ 
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DUE: DECEMBER 21, 4PM: Turn in your research papers, 2700-3300 words plus footnotes, 12 
point Times font, name and page number on every sheet, stapled. 

 

 
Places to know for map quiz: 
 
Districts and States: Cities: Geographic features: 
 
The extent of Mexico in 1824 
Modern boundaries of: 
México DF 
Chihuahua 
Yucatán (the state) 
Oaxaca 
Chiapas 
Michoacán 
Guerrero 
Jalisco 
Guanajuato 
Zacatecas 
Nayarit 
Coahuila 
Morelos 
 
 

 
Mexico City 
Guadalajara 
Mérida 
Veracruz 
Oaxaca City 
Puebla de los Angeles 
Guanajuato 
Tijuana 
Ciudad Juárez 
Chihuahua 
Monterrey 
Acapulco 
Zacatecas 
Nogales 
San Luis Potosí 
 

 
Yucatán peninsula 
Baja California 
Sierra Madre Oriental 
Sierra Madre Occidental 
Isthus of Tehuantepec 
Bajío 
Río Bravo 
La Laguna (in Coahuila) 
Chihuahua Desert 
Río Lerma 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


