
Smuggling, Drugs, States 

History W4918 

Adam McKeown Spring 2007 

Fayerweather 516  Office Hours, M 2-4, and by appointment 

x49121 amm2009@columbia.edu                  

 

We will look at the history of smuggling, drug trades and the policing of international 

boundaries from a global perspective over the past 500 years. Why have some 

commodities and forms of exchange become illegal? How has illegalization taken 

place at international and national levels? Why are these laws so difficult to enforce? 

How is the control of certain commodities related to the formation of nation states, 

territorial boundaries, the international nation-state system and global capitalism? 

 

The first third of the class will focus on the history of smuggling, banditry and 

international drug trades from the 16th to 18th centuries, with a focus on the rise of 

these activities to the expansion of state power and global capitalism. The second third 

of class will look at the spread of anti-drug laws around the world from the 1880s to 

1920s. The last portion of class will focus on the complexities of enforcing border 

control and drug laws since World War Two. 

 

Readings (available at Labyrinth Books, and on reserve at Butler): 

 

David T. Courtwright, Forces of Habits: Drugs and the Making of the Modern World 

David T. Courtwright, Dark Paradise: A History of Opiate Addiction in America 

Frank Dikötter, et al, Narcotic Culture: A History of Drugs in China 

David Lenson, On Drugs 

Kathryn Meyer and Terry Parsinnen, Webs of Smoke: Smugglers, Warlords, Spies and 

the International Drug Trade 

James Mills, Cannabis Britannica: Empire, Trade and Prohibition 1800-1928 

Joseph Nevins, Operation Gatekeeper: The Rise of the “Illegal Alien” and the 

Making of the U.S.-Mexico Boundary 

C.R. Pennell, Bandits at Sea: A Pirates Reader 

 

A packet of photocopied readings will be made available at Village Copier, 1211 

Amsterdam (between 119th and 120th). 

 

Course Requirements 

Three short papers of at least 1800 words (6- 7 double spaced pages) will be due on 

February 23, March 30 and May 7 at noon. Specific topics will be handed out in class.  

 

All papers should be sent to me as email attachments. I will make comments on them 

electronically,and return them via email. 

 

Grades: 

Each paper will be weighted equally in the final grade. Active participation in 

discussions and timely assignments will raise your final grade above that of the papers. 

mailto:amm2009@columbia.edu


Jan. 17 

Welcome 

 

Jan. 24 

Pirates 

Pennell, Bandits at Sea, ch. 2-8, 10. 

 

Jan. 31 

Drugs 

David Courtwright, Forces of Habit, ch. 1-5, 7-8. 

 

Feb. 7 

Drugs in the Early Modern World 

Dittöker, et al, Narcotic Culture, 1-36. 

Reading Packet: 

James Grehan, “Smoking and „Early Modern‟ Sociability.” 

Woodruff Smith, “From Coffeehouse to Parlour.”  

Bradford and Jankowiak, “Drugs, Desire and European Economic Expansion.”  

Peter Mancall, “Alcohol and the Fur Trade in New France and English America.” 

Thomas Gallant, “Brigandage, Piracy, Capitalism and State-Formation.” 

 

Feb. 14 

Opium and Empires 

Dittöker, et al, Narcotic Culture, 36-92. 

Reading Packet: 

Carl Trocki, Opium, Empire and the Global Political Economy, 58-67, 93-103, 137-59. 

Documents from China on Opium (Debate on Legalization and letter from Lin Tse-hsu) 

 

Feb. 21 

Beginnings of Modern Drug Control: International  

David Courtwright, Forces of Habit, ch. 9. 

Meyer and Parsinnen, Webs of Smoke, 1-6, 15-35, 67-88, 118-139, 245-65. 

Reading Packet: 

William McAllister, Drug Diplomacy in the Twentieth Century, 1-3, 16-23, 27-39, 95-

102. 

 

Friday, Feb. 23, noon. Paper #1 due. 

 

Feb. 28 

Beginnings of Modern Drug Control: India  

James H. Mills, Cannabis Britannica: Empire, Trade and Prohibition 



March 7 

Beginnings of Modern Drug Control: United States  

David Courtwright, Dark Paradise: A History of Opiate Addiction in America 

 

SPRING BREAK 

 

March 21 

Beginnings of Modern Drug Control: China  

Dittöker, et al, Narcotic Culture, 93-170, 184-192, 201-211.  

Meyer and Parsinnen, Webs of Smoke,  41-52, 175-95, 267-75. 

Reading Packet: 

Documents on China (New China, Guangxu Edict, Sun Yat-Sen, Communists) 

  

March 28 

Drug Smuggling and International Politics  

Meyer and Parsinnen, Webs of Smoke, 277-89. 

Reading Packet 

David Valentine, The Strength of the Wolf, selections. 

William McAllister, Drug Diplomacy in the Twentieth Century, 190-211, 225-34. 

Alfred McCoy, The Politics of Heroin in Southeast Asia, selections. 

 

Friday, March 30, noon. Paper #2 due. 

 

April 4 

Drugs and Consumer Capitalism 

David Courtwright, Forces of Habit, ch. 6. 

David Lenson, On Drugs, pp. ix-30, 65-75, 99-141, 173-78, 189-201. 

 

April 11 

    Nevins, Operation Gatekeeper, 1-96, 111-49. 

 

April 18 

Laundering: Thin Line between Clean and Crime 

Rensselaer Lee, “Transnational Organized Crime” 

Jack Blum, “Offshore Money” 

Raymond Baker, Capitalism’s Achilles Heel, 25-47. 

UN Office on Drugs and Crime, World Drug Report 2006, pp. 7-27, 55-8, 81-2. 
       http://www.unodc.org/unodc/world_drug_report.html 

 

April 25 

UN Office on Drugs and Crime, World Drug Report 1997, pp. 155-61, 184-99, 203-10. 

UN Office on Drugs and Crime, World Drug Report 2000, pp.  1-6, 147-56. 

US National Drug Control Policy, 2006, pp. 1-32, 38-9. 
     

http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/publications/policy

/ndcs06/ 

 



Monday, May 7, noon. Final paper due. 

 

 

Adam Smith on Smuggling 

 

“The hope of evading [luxury] taxes by smuggling gives frequent occasion to 

forfeitures and other penalties which entirely ruin the smuggler; a person, who, though 

no doubt highly blamable for violating the laws of his country, is frequently incapable 

of violating those of natural justice, and would have been, in every respect, an 

excellent citizen, had not the laws of his country made that a crime which nature never 

meant to be so. In those corrupted governments where there is at least a general 

suspicion of much unnecessary expense, and great misapplication of the public 

revenue, the laws which guard it are little respected. Not many people are scrupulous 

about smuggling, when, without perjury, they can find any easy and safe opportunity 

of doing so. To pretend to have any scruple about buying smuggled goods, though a 

manifest encouragement to the violation of the revenue laws, and to the perjury which 

almost always attends it, would in most countries be regarded as one of those pedantic 

pieces of hypocrisy which, instead of gaining credit with anybody, serve only to 

expose the person who affects to practice them, to the suspicion of being a greater 

knave than most of his neighbors. By this indulgence of the public, the smuggler is 

often encouraged to continue a trade which he is thus taught to consider as in some 

measure innocent; and when the severity of the revenue laws is ready to fall upon him, 

he is frequently disposed to defend with violence, what he has been accustomed to 

regard as his just property. From being at first, perhaps, rather imprudent than 

criminal, he at last too often becomes one of the hardiest and most determined 

violators of the laws of society. By the ruin of the smuggler, his capital, which had 

therefore been employed in maintaining productive labour, is absorbed either in the 

revenue of the state or in that of the revenue-officer, and is employed in maintaining 

unproductive, to the diminution of the general capital of the society, and of the useful 

industry which it might otherwise have maintained.”  

(Wealth of Nations, Book V, Ch. II, Pt. II, Article IV) 

 


