
CLS 401:  THE AGE OF PERICLES 
 

A Tentative Syllabus 

Spring 2010 

10:10-11 A.M. 

9 Irvin Hall 

 

Peter W. Rose 

Office 108 Irvin 

Office Hours: MWF 3:30-5 

AND BY APPOINTMENT 

Office Phone: 91484 

Email: rosepw@muohio.edu 

 

N.B:  THIS IS A SENIOR CAPSTONE COURSE AND PRESUPPOSES THAT 

YOU HAVE COMPLETED A THEMATIC SEQUENCE IN CLASSICS.  IF YOU 

DO NOT MEET THIS REQUIREMENT, SEE ME AFTER CLASS. IF YOU ARE 

NOT A SENIOR, YOU WILL HAVE TO PETITION TO HAVE THIS COURSE 

COUNT AS YOUR CAPSTONE. 

 

REQUIRED TEXTS 

Aeschylus I:  The Oresteia.  Translated by R. Lattimore.  Chicago UP 

Scully, James and C. J. Herrington, trs., Aeschylus:  Prometheus Bound 

Aristophanes. Complete Plays of Aristophanes (Bantam Classics) (B.B. Rogers, R.H. 

Webb, Moses Hadas) 

Euripides Medea and Other Plays Penguin  

Plutarch, The Rise and Fall of Athens: Nine Greek Lives (Penguin) 

Pollitt, J.J. Art and Experience in Classical Greece.   

Powell, Anton.  Athens and Sparta:  Constructing Greek Political and Social History 

from 478 B.C.  Routledge (SECOND EDITION) 

Sophocles I, translated by David Grene, 2nd ed. Chicago UP 

Sophocles: The Complete Sophocles:  Volume II Electra and Other Plays, edited by Peter 

Burian and Alan Shapiro  

Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War, translated by Steven Lattimore.  Hackett  

 Copy Shop Reader (the Copy Shop is on Poplar St. behind Attractions).  This is a 

required text that you need IMMEDIATELY! 

 

COURSE GOALS & ORGANIZATION 

This course aims at offering students a multifaceted critical engagement with a 

brief period of history widely acclaimed as one of the greatest in human history.  By 

multi-faceted I mean that we will consider a wide range of ancient sources including 

archaeological remains, specifically artistic visual remains, inscriptions, historical 

narratives (including orations) and tracts, tragic, comic and lyric poetry.  Each of these 

sorts of evidence has its own special character and limitations.  By critical I mean we 

shall also read modern arguments over the various historiographic and political issues 
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raised by the Athenian experiment in democracy and attempt to assess the value of what 

we study for our own lives and our own era.  

Narrowly speaking the period of Pericles‟ more or less unchallenged leadership 

extended from perhaps 454 BC (some argue for 460) till his death in 428 BC.  But though 

people make history, they do so not under circumstances of their own choosing.  We will 

therefore consider briefly the historical and material circumstances into which Pericles 

was born (506-460), and since most historians believe Pericles chose to provoke the 

Peloponnesian War at the time it began (431), we will look at some data and analysis of 

its course and consequences.   

Studying any period always presents us with a tension between what we can learn 

by looking at significant changes over time (the chronological or “diachronic” = “through 

time” approach) and what we can learn by examining the systemic aspects of the period 

as a whole (the “synchronic” = “with time” approach).  In fact the chronological 

approach almost inevitably engages us in trying to determine various turning points 

which in turn will allow us to talk about the distinguishing features (i.e., synchronic 

elements) of sub-periods.  These sub-periods are not always completely neat, depending 

on what issues mark turning points.  Thus, from the perspective of traditional politics, we 

can consider 460-450 (the first war with Sparta and the attempt to acquire a land empire), 

454-445 (the crisis of the empire including a five-year truce with Sparta), 445-431 (a 

period of uneasy peace and „cold” war), 431-429 (the outbreak of the Peloponnesian War 

to the death of Pericles), 431-404 (the course of the Peloponnesian War).   

Developments in art don‟t neatly dovetail with developments in politics: they 

don‟t even neatly dovetail within different media.  Thus fifth-century sculpture is usually 

divided between late archaic (500-480), the severe style (480-450) and the classical style, 

which some critics extend into the fourth century but others breakdown into high 

classical (450-430), late classical or simply fourth-century art.  About 530 BC the red 

figure style in vase painting was discovered and gradually displaced the black figure 

style, which nonetheless still continued to be used into the fifth century.  There are no 

sharp breaks in the fifth century in vase painting, just a succession of generations of 

painters and a gradual assimilation of developments in sculpture and wall-painting (of 

which we have only indirect evidence).   Art historians focusing on vase painting tend to 

speak in relatively vague terms of “Early Classical, Classical, and Late Classical;” but 

there is significant overlap in the works of specific painters. 

Though we will certainly try to locate significant turning points and 

developments, a potentially endless array of systemic or synchronic issues cries out for 

discussion from this period as a whole.  Some of the most important issues can be 

organized schematically as follows: 

 

HISTORIOGRAPHY:  SOURCES AND THE NATURE OF HISTORY 

How do we know what we think we know of antiquity?  What sorts of evidence are there 

and how do we evaluate each sort?  What sorts of biases or agendas can we legitimately 

attribute to our sources? What are our biases in the questions we ask of the sources? 

Should we only look strictly at evidence from and about the period of Pericles‟ political 

activity or do we need to supplement it with data from the fourth century or earlier?  

What is worth learning about such a remote period? 
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DEMOCRACY: 

 How did Athenian democracy work—as compared with the workings of what we call 

“democracy”?  Did its working entail significant developments or did it spring fully 

formed from the head of its assumed founder(s)?  In what sense can we speak of an 

Athenian “state”? How did the “government” pay for its programs, bureaucracy and 

wars?  Why did it work (i.e., how did it hold together so long under so many pressures 

when other city-states were torn apart by revolutions)? What role did different classes 

play in the democracy or did democracy make classes irrelevant? What sort of justice did 

this democracy dispense through its popular courts?  How did the democratic assembly 

impact on education and intellectual life and vice-versa?  What were its pluses and 

minuses from our perspective?  Who participated and who was excluded?   

 

PERICLES: 

What can we really know about the nature of Pericles‟ leadership or his specific vision of 

democracy or of Athens‟ relations with the rest of Greece?  What sort of opposition 

within Athens did Pericles encounter, and what forms did that opposition take?  What 

were the bases of his political strength?  What can we know of him as a person, an 

individual? 

 

SPARTA: 

What sort of an alternative to Athens did Sparta represent?  Given that there are no 

Spartan texts surviving (some scholars believe the overwhelming majority of Spartan 

were illiterate), how do we know what we think we know about Spartan political, social, 

and economic arrangements or about Spartan foreign policy? 

 

VISUAL ARTS: 

What do we mean when we speak of Classical or High Classical art?  Does the term 

apply equally to sculpture, architecture, wall painting and vase painting?  What is art‟s 

relation to political, social, and economic developments?  Does finding an ideological 

intention to a work of art directed at its intended audience exhaust its interest or meaning 

for us?  What sort of internal, aesthetic dynamics are at work? What sort of “evidence” if 

any does art offer for understanding this period?   

 

TRAGEDY: 

What are the defining characteristics of all fifth-century tragedy?  Does the form exhibit 

any significant developments?  In what ways is it relevant to political, social, or 

economic “realities” of Athenian life? 

 

COMEDY: 

How are we to understand the role(s) of very explicit political satire in an art form funded 

by the state? What sorts of social functions does this form fulfill in Athenian democracy? 

Are these functions different from the functions of comedy in our own society? 

 

IMPERIALISM: 

What does the term mean in relation to both Athens and Sparta?  To what extent did 

Athenian democracy foster or depend upon imperialism?  or was it, as some have argued, 
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in irresolvable contradiction with democracy?  What sorts of judgments are relevant to 

make about either city-state‟s forms of exploitation and domination of other city-states?  

What is the relationship of different forms of imperialism to different forms of military 

power?  To what extent does militarism characterizes each society? To what extent was 

life dominated by war or the threat of war and if so, what were the consequences? 

 

ATHENIAN SOCIETY: 

What were the most relevant components of Athenian society and what sort of impact did 

they have upon what we can know of Athenian life and art?  What were the key divisions 

between male citizens and how did they manifest themselves?  What do we know about 

the metics (resident aliens)?  What do we know about the women of Athens—both 

citizens and non-citizens?  The slaves—male and female? What of the dynamics between 

these different elements that made up Athenian society?  How did various people in the 

democracy earn their daily bread?  What was daily life like for the various sorts of people 

who inhabited Athens? 

 

ATHENIAN ECONOMY 

How did Athens as a society support itself—what were the key elements in its 

subsistence and in creating a socially available surplus?  What were the relative roles of 

agriculture, manufacturing, trade, imperial tribute, mining, etc.?  Who did the productive 

work and who most fully reaped its benefits, i.e., what can we know about income 

distribution in ancient Athens? What role did economic motives play in political 

decisions? To what degree was status equated with income level? 

 

N.B. SEE BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR A FULLER LIST OF TOPICS.  This bibliography—

long as it may seem to you—is only the tip of the iceberg.  It was not possible to 

breakdown all the possible topics or to cover all the potentially relevant works.  

Discovering what is most relevant to your interests is part of the task, but I am ready help 

as much as I can. 

 

We cannot hope to completely exhaust all that is worth exploring and evaluating 

even in this brief near century of Athenian history.  But by looking at this same object of 

inquiry from many different perspectives, I hope we can gain a useful and critical 

perspective on our own society—both a sense of history and a sense of what sorts of 

choices any society makes and the consequences of those choices. 

 

COURSE ORGANIZATION & EXPECTATIONS 

As much as possible I would like this to be a student-oriented seminar course.  

We will begin together by looking closely at the material basics of Periclean Athens and 

Greece, then plunge into the main historical sources for the period, with a primary focus 

on the problems of historiography. Meanwhile, using as a point of departure the extensive 

bibliography I am giving you and the required works assigned, each of you needs to do 

some serious independent reading and thinking about what aspects of Periclean Athens 

interest you most. After the first week I expect students to offer initially brief (five-ten 

minutes MAXIMUM) presentations of issues you find interesting or provocative in the 

assigned reading that are designed to foster discussion. These presentations will be 
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evaluated for clarity and interest by your fellow-students with forms to be handed in. 

After everyone has done one short presentation, I expect each of your to do a more 

substantial presentation (with handouts, images and maps on powerpoint where relevant) 

for approximately twenty minutes, NO LONGER). The goal here too is to clarify the 

issues and provoke discussion. These too will be evaluated in writing by your fellow 

students. 

The TERM PAPER may grow out of these topics, but of course some narrowing down or 

broadening of focus may be necessary.  This should be a serious research paper with a 

full bibliography and adequate notes.  The important point is to start thinking (and 

reading!) as soon as possible about what aspects of this period interest you most, then 

start exploring the relevant bibliography for that area.  A separate later handout will give 

more detailed instructions for the term paper. 

 

GRADING AND EVALUATION 

Though necessarily somewhat abstract, my sense of what various grades mean may be 

helpful for understanding my grading: 

A (100-90%) implies impressive conscientiousness in preparation and participation, some 

real quality in thought and expression (written and oral) in English. 

B (89-80%) implies solid conscientiousness in preparation and participation, solid 

competence in thought and expression in (written and oral) in English. 

C (79-70%) implies evidence of making a serious effort to engage with the material 

assigned, some competence in thought and expression (written and oral) in English, but 

also some serious deficiencies. 

D (69-60%) implies at least some indications of engagement with the material assigned; 

low level of effort and participation in class, serious deficiencies in thought and 

expression (written and oral) in English. 

F (below 60%) raises substantial doubts that the student has any grasp of what the course 

is all about, shows minimal evidence of trying to repair deficiencies, has serious 

deficiencies in expression (written and oral) in English. 

More specifically: 

Since this is a seminar course, class participation (including individual presentations, 

thoughtful evaluation comments, written exercises, and daily engagement) = 30% 

Hour Test = 20% 

Term Paper = 20% 

Final Exam = 30% 

 

ATTENDANCE POLICY 

A seminar class especially depends on the full, regular participation of all its members.  

Rather than focus on the distinction of excused and unexcused absences, I focus on what 

I take to be the minimum level of participation that would represent your best efforts in 

this course.  After three cuts, for whatever reason, I will deduct 2% from your final 

average for each class you miss. 

 

CLASS ASSIGNMENTS (due for the date assigned) 

MON Jan 11: Mechanics and goals of the course, introduction of participants 
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WED Jan 13: Stockton, “Facts & Figures” (4-18 = 15); Lin Foxhall, “The Control of the 

Attic Landscape” (155-9 = 5); John K. Davies, “The Liturgical Class” (15-37 =17) (all in 

Reader) 

map and land of Greece (from Pomeroy et al, Ancient Greece). Learn to locate the 

following on the map (expect a map quiz):  Athens, Piraeus, Marathon, Salamis, Megara, 

Euboea, Sparta, Laconia, Messenia, Argos, Corinth, Thebes, Boeotia, Delphi, Phocis, 

Corcyra, Chalcidice, Potidaea, Amphipolis, Thrace, Thasos, Sestus, Abydus, Byzantium, 

Chalcedon, Lesbos, Mytilene, Chios, Erythrae, Samos, Miletus, Halicarnassus, Rhodes, 

Naxos, Delos 

 

FRI Jan 15: Map quiz; (1) Plutarch‟s Life of Themistocles (77-108 = 31) + Thucdides bk 

1: #14, 74, 90-93, 135-8 

What evidence can you find in Plutarch of ancient bias against Themistocles—both in his 

sources and in his own account? What qualities does Thucydides admire in him? 

 

MON Jan 18: MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY: NO CLASS 

 

WED Jan 20: Plutarch‟s Life of Pericles (# =paragraph numbers) #1-17 (165-185) 

fragments of Anaxagoras 226-239 (Reader) [Emily Schubeler] 

 

FRI Jan 22: Plutarch‟s Life of Pericles #18-39 [Jon Sehnoutka] 

 

MON Jan 25: Aeschylus‟ Persians [472 BC] (handout) [McClean Beto] 

 

WED Jan 27: Thucydides‟ account of the fifty years between the defeat of Persia and the 

outbreak of the Peloponnesian War (Pentekontaetia) 1.#89-117 (43-56 = 14) Pericles‟ 

first speech on the war 1.139-145 (pp. 67-71) 

Pericles‟ Funeral Oration 2.34-46 (pp. 90-97) 

Pericles‟ futile expedition, last speech and the historian‟s summing up Pericles 2.55-65 

(pp. 101-108) [Emily Trygstad] 

 

FRI Jan 29: Plutarch‟s Life of Cimon (141-164 = 24) [Lindsay Windatt] 

 

MON Feb 1: Pindar Nemean 8 (Reader) and Sophocles‟ Ajax [Alli Valenzano] 

 

WED Feb 3: Powell, “The Delian League: Its Origin and Early History” (1-34) [Alex 

Pierce] 

 

FRI Feb 5: Powell, “From Delian League to Athenian Empire (35-59 = 25) [Kyra Ricci] 

 

MON Feb 8: Pollitt “Consciousness and Conscience: The Early Classical Period c. 480-

450 BC (15-36 = 22); Osborne 157-174 = 18 on sever style, Olympia and some vase 

painting  

[Stephen Clatos] 
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WED Feb 10: Pollitt “Consciousness and Conscience: The Early Classical Period c. 480-

450 BC (37-63 = 27) [Scott Lippert] 

 

FRI Feb 12: Aeschylus‟ Oresteia [458]: the Agamemnon 

 

MON Feb 15: Aeschylus‟ Oresteia [458]: The Libation-Bearers 

 

WED Feb 17: Aeschylus‟ Oresteia [458]: The Eumenides 

 

FRI Feb 19: Russell Meiggs, “The Crisis of Athenian imperialism” (HSCP 1963: 1-36) 

(Reader) 

 

MON Feb 22: Jacqueline De Romilly, “The Rise and Success of the Sophists” 1-29 

(Reader) visit of Prof. Robert Wallace of Northwestern University 

extra credit opportunity for minimum two-page, double-spaced response to his public 

lecture 

 

WED Feb 24: excerpt from Plato‟s Protagoras 169-187 = 19 (Reader) 

fragment of Democritus (?) preserved in Diodorus Siculus (Reader) 

 

FRI Feb 26: Aeschylus‟ Prometheus Bound 

 

MON Mar 1: HOUR TEST ON ALL MATERIAL ASSIGNED TO THIS POINT 

 

WED Mar 3: Powell, “Athenian Dêmocratia” 271-307 

 

FRI Mar 5: Powell, “Athenian Dêmocratia” 307-347 

 

March 6-14: SPRING BREAK: ENJOY! 

 

MON Mar 15: The “Old Oligarch‟s” Constitution of the Athenians 37-47 (Reader); Ellen 

Meiksins Wood, “Demos vs. We the People” (pp. 121-137) (Reader) 

 

WED Mar 17: Pollitt, “The World Under Control: The Classical Moment c. 450-430 BC. 

64-95 

Robin Osborne, “Closing the body‟s story: the sculptures of the Parthenon 

from his Archaic and Classical Greek Art 174-187 (Reader) [Alli Valenzano] 

 

FRI Mar 19: Powell, “Sparta: Her Problems and Her Ingenuity, 478-431” [Alex Pierce] 

 

MON Mar 22: Sophocles‟ Antigone [442 BC?] 

 

WED Mar 24: Thucydides historiography (the “Archaeology”) 1.1-24 (pp. 3-15); 

Powell‟s Appendix: “Did Thucydides write „pure fiction‟? Ancient history and modern 

passion” 436-448 

Thucydides: The immediate causes of the war 1.24-65 (pp. 15-32) [Stephen Clatos] 
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FRI Mar 26: First conference at Sparta 1.65-88 (pp. 32-43) 

Second conference at Sparta 1.118-25 (pp. 56-61) 

 

MON Mar 29: Powell, “The Athenian Empire” 60-96 = 37 

(review) Pericles‟ Funeral Oration 2.34-46 (pp. 90-97) 

The Plague 2.47-54 (pp. 97-101) [Emily Trygstad 

 

WED Mar 31: Sophocles‟ Oedipus Tyrannus 

 

FRI Apr 2: Euripides‟ Medea [Emily Trygstad] 

 

MON Apr 5: Euripides‟ Hippolytus 

 

WED Apr 7: Sophocles‟  Trachiniae 

 

FRI Apr 9: Powell, “Citizen Women of Athens” 348-372 [Alli Valenzano] 

 

MON Apr 12: Powell, “Citizen Women of Athens” 372-403 

 

WED Apr 14: Powell, “The Peloponnesian War” 138-178  

 

FRI Apr 16: Powell, “The Peloponnesian War” 178-217 

 

MON Apr 19: Aristophanes‟ Acharnians 

TERM PAPER DUE  

 

WED Apr 21: Aristophanes‟ Knights 

 

FRI Apr 23: Aristophanes‟ Wasps 

 

Mon Apr 26: Robin Osborne, “The Economics and Politics of Slavery at Athens” (pp. 

265-280) (Reader); Page duBois,  “Introduction” (pp. 3-31) from her Slaves and Other 

Objects (Reader) 

 

WED Apr 28: Pollitt, “The World Beyond Control: The latter fifth century, c. 430-400 

BC” 111-135 = 24 

 

FRI Apr 30: Robin Osborne, “Tracing cultural revolution in classical Athens” 1-26 

(Reader) 

 

FINAL EXAM:  Wednesday May 5: 10:15-12:15 
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