
History 346: Twentieth-Century China
UMass: Spring, 2010
Tu and Thu, 11:15-12:30

COURSE WEBSITE on SPARK

Professor: Sigrid Schmalzer
Office: 631 Herter Hall
Office hours: Tu, 2-3, Thu, 3-4

Email: sigrid@history.umass.edu
Note: When emailing, please include "History 346" in the subject heading.

Course Description:
China began the twentieth century with a Manchu emperor and ended it with a 

communist party committed to "market socialism." The course will begin with several weeks 
devoted to the basic historical narrative that explains this enormous transformation. We will then 
focus on key readings that illustrate such important themes as nationalism, socialism, 
globalization, and struggles for democracy and labor reform. 

Course Overview:
Unit I: Introduction (a very quick overview of twentieth-century China)
Unit II: Issues in Contemporary Chinese Culture (a short exploration of the haves and 

have nots through two historical essays and a documentary film)
Unit III: Overview of Twentieth-Century Chinese History (three weeks of lectures to 

provide a foundation in the basic historical narrative, capped by a test; serious 
students will want to read the accompanying text, The Search for Modern China)

Unit IV: Nationalism, Internationalism, and Globalization (two days of primary-source 
readings on this theme, followed by a secondary-source case study; capped by a 
paper in which you develop a historical argument based on the readings)

Unit V: Struggles to Change Chinese Society (three days of primary-source readings on 
this theme, followed by an analytic paper in which you apply the ideas of historic 
Chinese people to an issue in contemporary U.S. society)

Unit VI: Book Groups (read the book you selected at the beginning of the semester; meet 
with your book group; prepare a presentation for the class explaining how the 
book relates to themes we have discussed)

Unit VII: Final Projects and Wrap-Up (final project proposal and bibliography; a film and 
general discussion of the course; time off from readings to help you complete 
your final projects)

Texts:
Jonathan Spence, The Search for Modern China, SECOND EDITION ONLY (Norton, 1999). 

Available at Amherst Books in downtown Amherst. (This purchase is semi-optional -- I 
will explain in class. Feel free to ask if you have questions.)

Course Packet. Available at Collective Copies, in downtown Amherst at 71 S. Pleasant St.
Readings on E-Reserves (http://ereserves.library.umass.edu/). The password is "change10"

(continued on next page)
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CHOOSE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING. SIGN UP ON SPARK BEFORE PURCHASING! 
(ONLY 4-5 STUDENTS PER BOOK) Available at Food for Thought Books in downtown 
Amherst.

Joseph Esherick, Origins of the Boxer Uprising (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1988). 
(Good for people interested in imperialism, missionaries, rural popular culture, military 
history.)

Lu Xun, Selected Stories (New York: Norton, 1977). (These are short stories from China's most 
influential modern writer of literature.)

Lu Hanchao, Beyond the Neon Lights: Everyday Shanghai in the Early Twentieth Century 
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 2004). (A detailed, gritty look at how real 
people really lived in the fascinating modern city of Shanghai.)

Edgar Snow, Red Star Over China (Grove Press, 1994 [1937]).  (Good for people interested in 
Mao, Marxism, and revolutionary history. A classic, highly influential on the American 
Left. Very long, but gripping; you may read selections)

Melvyn Goldstein et al, A Tibetan Revolutionary: The Political Life and Times of Bapa Phuntso 
Wangye (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2004). (Good for people who want to 
know more about Tibet and its relationship to China from a Tibetan perspective.)

Rae Yang, Spider Eaters (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1998). (One of the best 
memoirs of the Mao era -- especially the Cultural Revolution. Good for studying women, 
Red Guards, educated youth in the countryside, etc.)

Qiu Xiaolong, Death of a Red Heroine: An Inspector Chen Investigation (New York: Soho Press, 
2003). (A mystery novel set in contemporary Shanghai. The tensions of post-Mao 
transformations -- party politics, market economics, etc. -- through the eyes of a 
struggling Shanghai cop.)

Susan Brownell, Beijing's Games: What the Olympics Mean to China (Rowman & Littlefield, 
2008). (Good for people who like to think about the relationship between sports and 
politics, society, and culture.)

Academic Honesty:
Students are responsible for knowing the university's policy on academic honesty (http://

www.umass.edu/academichonesty). In addition, the lecture on March 4th  will be devoted entirely 
to discussing academic honesty and other issues related to proper use of sources. Failure to 
attend this lecture will NOT be a valid excuse for not understanding the expectations with respect 
to academic honesty.

Students who plagiarize or engage in other forms of cheating will receive a failing grade 
in the class and possibly other consequences.

All students will submit their papers electronically via SPARK to Turnitin, a plagiarism 
detection service. If you have objections to this policy, please come discuss them with me, and I 
will do my best to devise accommodations for you. It will mean more work for you (and for me), 
but rest assured I will not think less of you for it.

Grading method:
I have become convinced that grades are at best a distraction and often actually an 

impediment to learning. If it were up to me, UMass would abandon letter grades and convert 
instead to a system of qualitative feedback similar to the one used at Hampshire College. For this 
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reason, I will be providing only qualitative feedback on all assignments (including the test). I 
will post this feedback to Spark promptly after your submission of each assignment; it is your 
responsibility to read my comments and contact me with any questions. I expect you to take the 
comments seriously and to pay special attention in subsequent assignments to any areas I 
highlight for improvement. 

Of course, UMass does require me to enter a final grade for you in the class: I am 
allowed the use of just one letter, followed if I choose by a + or -. At the end of the semester, I 
will reflect on all aspects of your work in the class in order to assign an appropriate final grade. 
The A range requires the production of excellent work throughout the semester (with room for 
falling down just a bit on one or two small assignments) and also the fulfillment (with few or no 
exceptions) of the other expectations listed below. For example, a student who for any reason 
misses a large number of classes should not expect an A in the course even if his or her written 
work is excellent. The B range is for students who, in addition to meeting the expectations listed 
below, consistently produce very good work or produce passable work and demonstrate 
considerable effort to improve over the course of the semester. Students who produce passable 
work with little effort to improve but who meet the other expectations will receive a grade in the 
C range. I will assign Ds and Fs to students who produce consistently poor work, fail to take 
steps to improve, and/or fail to meet the other expectations of the course. 

I do recognize that some students have special reasons (e.g., scholarship requirements, 
expectations for athletes, etc.) to be concerned about their grades. If for any reason, at any time 
in the semester, you are concerned about your grade, please let me know and I will tell you 
where you seem to be headed. I will also take it upon myself to inform you if you are in danger 
of receiving less than a C in the course. 

Assignments:
1 quiz 
3 short papers
1 test
1 formal presentation
1 annotated bibliography and project proposal
1 final project. 5-7 pages

Other expectations:
Attendance and participation
Timely completion of assignments
Careful consideration of feedback, resulting in improvement of written work
Responsibility and organization (keeping track of responsibilities as stated on syllabus)
Courteous behavior toward professor and classmates (including coming to class on time)
Communication (don't disappear off the face of the earth: keep me informed of problems)

Notes on attendance and participation:
Being in class is part of taking the class. This is not engineering; for the most part, we are 

not learning from a textbook. This is not a correspondence course; we produce knowledge 
together. If you're not here, you miss learning and contributing. The reason for your absence 
doesn't much matter: it's not about having a good excuse or being a delinquent. It's the 
LEARNING that matters. (continued on next page)
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For this reason, I will consider attendance and participation when I determine your final 
grade and if/when I ever write a letter of recommendation for you. If you experience a crisis 
during the semester and you are concerned about the negative consequences of any resulting 
absences, your best course of action is to increase your participation in class and on the SPARK 
discussion board. Early and consistent participation is far better than a flurry of participation at 
the end with the hope of saving your grade. 

Policy on late assignments:
When I set a deadline for an assignment, it is because I have set aside time that day for grading. 
In most cases, I will finish the grading that day. Late assignments wreak havoc with my 
schedule. This policy is designed to minimize said havoc.

1) I will take note any time an assignment is late, and in most cases this will negatively 
influence my evaluation of your work. Students can help lessen that negative influence by 
keeping me informed about the reason for the lateness and the expected date of completion.  

2) I cannot guarantee when I will be able to find time in my schedule to evaluate late 
assignments. In most cases, I will wait until the next round of evaluation before providing 
comments on any assignments submitted late.

Accommodations:
I am happy to accommodate documented disabilities. The student must provide the 

documentation and specific accommodation requests at the beginning of the semester or, for 
newly diagnosed conditions, as soon as documentation is available.

SCHEDULE

UNIT I. INTRODUCTION

Tue, Jan 19. Overview of syllabus and icebreaker activity 

Thu, Jan 21. Lecture: A "skeleton" of 20th-century Chinese History

UNIT II. ISSUES IN CONTEMPORARY CHINESE CULTURE

Tue, Jan 26. Andrew Morris, "I Believe You Can Fly" (on Ereserves) 
Please come prepared to discuss this article in class. What are Morris's main points? 

Also: QUIZ on "skeleton." I will provide a copy of the skeleton with certain 
information removed. You will have to fill in the blanks. You will have an opportunity to 
retake it, but you should aim for a perfect score the first time.

Thu, Jan 28. Anita Chan, "Culture of Survival" (in packet)
Please come prepared to discuss this article in class. What are Chan's main points? 

Tue, Feb 2. MOVIE: China Blue
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UNIT III. OVERVIEW OF TWENTIETH-CENTURY CHINESE HISTORY

Thu, Feb 4. The Fall of the Qing and the 1911 Revolution (Spence, 223-42, 253-63, 267-89)

***Reflection paper due on Unit II. POST TO SPARK before Sunday at 8:00 a.m. 
Morris uses basketball as a window onto 1990s China, while Chan uses migrant factory 
workers.  What sources does each author analyze, and what understanding are they thus 
able to communicate about the people they are studying? What view of 1990s China 
becomes visible through each of these two "windows"; how are the two views similar and 
how different? Discuss these questions in 2-3 pages. You must cite specific examples 
from the texts. You may also cite the film China Blue if you choose.

Tue, Feb 9. The May Fourth Movement and the Origins of Chinese Communism (Spence, 
290-313)

Thu, Feb 11. United Front and Its End (Spence, 314-403)

[Tue, Feb 16: no class]

Thu, Feb 18. More War, and Revolution (Spence, 435-488)

Tue, Feb 23. The Early People's Republic of China (Spence, 489-543)

Thu, Feb 25. The Great Leap Forward and the Cultural Revolution (Spence, 544-586) 

Tue, Mar 2. Post-Mao China (Spence, 618-646; 677-704)

Thu, Mar 4. The Rights and Responsibilities of the Historian

[Take-home TEST, due Sunday at 8:00 a.m. on Spark.]

UNIT IV. NATIONALISM, INTERNATIONALISM, AND GLOBALIZATION

Tue, Mar 9. Nationalism and internationalism in the early twentieth century
Read: "Zou Rong on Revolution, 1903" (on Ereserves);

Liang Qichao, "The Renovation of the People" (on Ereserves); 
"Tongmeng Hui Revolutionary Proclamation" (on Ereserves);
Sun Yat-sen, The Three Principles of the People (selection; on Ereserves).

Questions to guide reading: 1. What does nationalism mean to each of the 
historical actors? 2. What about the historical contexts helps explain the historical 
actors' understandings of nationalism? 3. What possibilities, limitations, and 
dangers did these different conceptions of nationalism offer? 4. What is the 
relationship between the nation and the rest of the world in each of these writings?
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Thu, Mar 11. Nationalism, internationalism, and Marxism
Read: Meisner, "Nationalism and Internationalism" (Ereserves); 

Mao Zedong, "Patriotism and Internationalism"(Web: 
http://www.morningsun.org/living/redbook/book18.html); 

Fang Lizhi, "Patriotism and Global Citizenship" (Ereserves);

Questions to guide reading: What does Meisner lay out as the tensions between 
nationalism and internationalism, specifically as they relate to China's adaptation 
of Marxism? How are these tensions reflected in the writings of Mao Zedong and 
Fang Lizhi? 

[SPRING BREAK}

Tue, Mar 23. Case study: Science and the limits of nationalism
Read: Schmalzer, "Nationalism, Localism, and Globalism in Post-Mao China" (available 
on SPARK)

Questions to guide reading: What is the author's main argument? Who is she 
arguing against, and what is his main argument? How do the issues described here 
relate to those of last week's readings?

Thu, Mar 25. Discussion. 

Sun, Mar 28. POST TO SPARK BY 8:00 a.m. ***Argument paper due on Unit IV. You 
must have an argument supported by evidence from the readings. 3-4 pages. Pick at least 
two writings discussed on different days. What continuities do you see in the historical actors' 
understandings of nationalism or internationalism? OR What changes do you see in their 
understandings of nationalism or internationalism? Whichever you choose, make sure to place 
the readings in historical context and discuss the significance of the continuities or changes.

UNIT V. STRUGGLES TO CHANGE CHINESE SOCIETY

Tue, Mar 30. Different approaches to change in the early twentieth century 
Read: James Yen, The Mass Education Movement (packet); 

Liang Shuming, Rural Reconstruction in Tsouping (Ereserves);
Mao Zedong, "Report on an Investigation of the Peasant Movement in Hunan" 

(web: http://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/mao/selected-
works/volume-1/mswv1_2.htm).

Questions to guide reading: What do the different authors see as the problems 
facing rural China? What do they see as the solutions to these problems? How do 
these different identifications of problems and solutions speak to their different 
political perspectives?
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Thu, Apr 1. Maoist revolution after 1949
Read: "Hold High the Red Flag of People's Communes and March On" (Ereserves);

Lin Biao, "Why a Cultural Revolution" (Ereserves).

Questions to guide reading: Consult your notes on the difference between 
materialist and idealist approaches to change. Do these writings reflect materialist 
or idealist principles? Find specific examples in the texts.

Tue, Apr 6. Critiques of post-Mao reforms
Read: Wang Yi, "From Status to Contract?" (Ereserves);

Li Changping, "The Crisis in the Countryside" (Ereserves).

Questions to guide reading: Compare and contrast the authors' main criticisms of 
the politics of the post-Mao era? Think especially about their attitudes toward the 
Mao era and the post-Mao market economy.

Thu, Apr 8. Discussion
First make-up date for missed assignments.

Sun, Apr 11. POST TO SPARK BY 8:00 a.m. Analytical paper due on Unit V. 3-4 pages. 
Identify an issue in our society (e.g., education, poverty, health care, crime, corruption, etc.), and 
discuss briefly the different approaches that at least three of the historical actors we have studied 
in this unit (Liang Shuming, James Yen, Maoists, and post-Mao reformers) would take to address 
it. Then, give your own analysis as to which is most appropriate and why.

UNIT VI. BOOK GROUPS

Tue, Apr 13 Preparation for book groups and final projects

Thu, Apr 15. FILM, To Taste 100 Herbs

Tue, Apr 20. Meet in class with book groups. Discuss books and plan presentations.

Thu, Apr 22. 
POST TO SPARK BY 8:00 a.m. Notes for book presentations. These should be 
detailed enough so that I can understand them. I recommend that you write out 
exactly what you are going to say, but you may use more abbreviated notes if you 
are certain you will be able to confine yourself to the time allotted.

IN CLASS. Book presentations. (Esherick; Lu Xun; Lu Hanchao; Meisner). Each group 
will have fifteen minutes to present its book. Please plan carefully! Designate a 
timekeeper who will cut people off if they run over so that everyone in the group who 
plans to present will have their full chance.
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Tue, Apr 27. Book presentations. (Tuttle; Brownell; Yang; Qiu). Each group will have fifteen 
minutes to present its book. Please plan carefully! Designate a timekeeper who will cut people 
off if they run over so that everyone in the group who plans to present will have their full chance.

UNIT VII. FINAL PROJECTS AND WRAP-UP

Thu, Apr 29. FILM: TBA (choice based on student interests)

Annotated Bibliography and Project Proposal. Due Sunday, May 2 at 8:00 a.m. on 
SPARK. Your proposal should explain what subject you are going to pursue, what format 
(e.g., formal history paper, curriculum unit, historical fiction, etc.), and how the project 
relates to larger theme(s) in 20th-century Chinese history. An annotated bibliography is a 
list of all relevant sources (in proper bibliographic format) with one or two sentences 
following each entry describing the source and its usefulness to your project. For 
bibliographic format, consult the Chicago Manual of Style available through the 
Databases section of the library website, and then follow the “Chicago-Style Citation 
Quick Guide” link or go to Chapter 17 for more detailed examples. Your bibliography 
must include at least two articles from either the North-China Herald or the Survey of 
China Mainland Press, both of which are available on microfilm in the library.

Tue, May 4. Wrap-up

FINAL PROJECTS DUE Thursday, May 10th on SPARK.
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