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Instructor:  Dr. R.A. Semple  Class location: PS3046 
Email:  rsemple@stfx.ca 
Phone:  867-3948   Office Hours: Tuesday  3:30-5:30 
Office:  NH (new) 519 (was) 317  Thursday  10:15-12:15 
       Friday  11:15-1:15, or by appointment 
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This course is a six-credit introductory survey of themes in global history from the fourteenth century 
to the present. It will examine the major political/cultural areas of the earth and the course of their 
inter-relationships and in doing so will introduce you to the practice of history. It will focus on human 
society and on historical processes that have shaped institutions and ideas in the past centuries. Such 
matters as intercultural relations and influences; trade circuits; expansion, contraction and development 
of political/cultural areas; and the gradual rise of a political and economic system embracing almost all 
the people of the world will be examined in relation to world cultures, and as these serve to create the 
North American society in which we all live and learn.  
 
We all acquire knowledge in a variety of ways and this course is designed to reflect that reality. You will 
participate in a number of activities which include listening and responding to lectures and course 
readings. However, you will also be introduced to the discipline of history and its practical skills 
through group work including discussion of readings, group participation activities, and short 
assignments. You are all responsible for completing the readings each week before class, for all course 
material, and for written assignments. You are strongly advised to attend class having read the text and 
to be prepared to participate. Your willingness to contribute will be graded; it is the best way to prepare 
for exams; further to that, being prepared and willing to participate is an important means by which you 
will both master specific course material and prepare yourself for the working world. 
 
 
Textbooks 
 
Required:   Robert Tignor, et al., Worlds Together, Worlds Apart. New York: Norton, 2002. 
 
Recommended: Robert Perrin, Pocket Guide to the Chicago Manual of Style Boston: Houghton 

Mifflin. 
   

                     
1 The age of the tea clipper: tea became a hotly sought-after commodity in eighteenth and nineteenth-century Europe. The 
desire to acquire tea had important economic, political, diplomatic and cultural consequences.  http://www.all-
model.com/Clippers/Page2.html; http://www.slv.vic.gov.au/brodie/0/0/1/doc/bs001581.shtml. 

mailto:rsemple@stfx.ca
http://www.all-model.com/Clippers/Page2.html
http://www.all-model.com/Clippers/Page2.html
http://www.slv.vic.gov.au/brodie/0/0/1/doc/bs001581.shtml
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My Goals for You in This Class Are 
 

 that you will develop an appreciation of major historical events of the past centuries that have 
shaped the world in which we live 

 that you will recognize the difference between a western and global historical perspective 

 that you will be able to describe, explain, interpret and evaluate those both orally and in writing, 
and collect the evidence you will need to do so in an appropriate manner 

 that you will develop an appreciation of ways in which the past continues to shape our modern 
world, and our modern world shapes the way in which we understand the past 

 
 
Assessment 
 
Fall comparative paper (Nov.13) 15%  Winter research paper (Mar.12) 20% 
Fall mid-term exam (Oct.16)  10%  Winter mid-term exam (Feb.12) 10% 
Christmas examination (TBA)  20%  Final examination (TBA)  25% 
         
The examinations for this class will consist of a combination of objective and subjective style questions. 
An exam may contain a series of map questions; a section that asks you to identify and explain the 
historical significance of a person, event or place in paragraph-length short-answers; and/or an essay 
section. This variety is designed to test both your grasp of factual information and your ability to 
understand, analyze and synthesize the course material.   
 
History is a discipline that requires its practitioners to write. Writing is a tool that, if used effectively, 
will allow you to communicate and me to consider and comment on your ideas in each assignment. If 
writing is a tool you cannot wield effectively that communication process will be hampered. I want to 
focus on your ideas and argument and not on grammar and syntax. So, if you recognize that writing will 
be an issue for you then seek help on campus either at the Writing Centre or elsewhere (see below), talk 
to me, or ask a friend (who will honestly critique your work) to peer-review them for you. The 
assignments are due on the date indicated at the beginning of class and you will lose one grade per day 
late (i.e. a B becomes a B-, etc.) so get going on any assignment early. Each assignment must be 
completed in order to earn a passing grade in this course.  
 

If there are students in this course who, because of a disability, may have a need for special academic 
accommodations, please come and discuss this with me in the privacy of my office and contact the 
coordinator of the Tramble Rooms [5349, or in the Bloomfield Centre] 

 
StFX, the History Department, and I, each place a high premium on original work and academic 
honesty. I expect you to cite all sources using footnotes and to give credit where it is due, as is outlined 
on the Department of History website. Any work submitted for grading in this course must be original 
and prepared exclusively for this class. Plagiarism occurs when one submits or presents one’s work in a 
course and/or passages in a written piece of work as if it was one’s own work, when in fact it is not. 
Avoid plagiarism by citing sources properly – this includes not only direct quotations but also ideas and 
wording. We will discuss this matter in class, but if you are concerned about how to cite properly be 
sure to ask me. If I find you have plagiarized any written material, I will follow all the disciplinary 
actions outlined in the StFX integrity policy and procedures documents available online. I take 
plagiarism very seriously—it indicates you have not personally engaged with the material you read and 
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do not trust yourself enough to speak your mind as you write. Further, it steals from another person 
one of the few things that humans actually own, our thoughts and the way we put them together. So, 
trust your own creativity and the intellectual property of others by practicing scrupulous scholarship.2 
 
 
Course Outline 
 
This list is to give you an idea of what we will be covering in class. It may change over the course of the 
semester to allow for flexibility. The best way to keep informed is to be in class. 
 
Week of 
 
10 September Introductions all ’round 

Read: http://studentsfriend.com/aids/curraids/articles/stearns.html  
  http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/robinson-sources.html  
 
 

14 September   Introduction to ‘the world’ – Africa and western Asia 
 Read:  pp. 417-36    

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/1354-ibnbattuta.html  
 

 
21 September  Introduction to ‘the world’ – China and Christian Europe 
  Read: pp. 437-53    
 
 
28 September  Introduction to ‘the world’ – the Americas and Mongol transformations 

 Read: pp. 454-68    
 
 
5 October  Afro-Eurasian Integration - Islam 

 Read: pp. 474-90 
   http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/med/1001.html  
 
 
12 October  Afro-Eurasian Integration – western Christendom and Ming China 

Read: pp. 490-508 
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1664mun-engtrade.html 

*** October 16 -  mid-term *** 
 
 

19 October  Contact and colonization 
   Read: pp. 511-36 

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/aztecs1.html  
 
 

                     
2
 Thanks to Dr. Helen Sterk for her contribution to this approach to ethical academic scholarship 

http://studentsfriend.com/aids/curraids/articles/stearns.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/robinson-sources.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/1354-ibnbattuta.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/med/1001.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1664mun-engtrade.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/aztecs1.html
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26 October  European and Asian transformations  
Read: pp. 537-49 

 
 
2 November  Atlantic worlds connected in 17C and 18C 
  Read: pp. 553-71  
   http://www.vgskole.net/prosjekt/slavrute/3.htm 

http://www.vgskole.net/prosjekt/slavrute/5.htm  
http://odur.let.rug.nl/~usa/D/1601-1650/mittelberger/servan.htm 

 
 

9 November  Early-modern Asia  
   Read:  pp. 572-85    

http://www.wfu.edu/~watts/w03_Japancl.html  
***  13 November - comparative paper due *** 

 
 
16 November  Early-modern Europe 

 Read:  pp. 586-94 
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/17france-soc.html   
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1687domat.html  
http://art-bin.com/art/omodest.html  

Historical simulation: ‘Early-modern society – would you have survived?’ 
  
 
23 November  Connecting cultures     
   Read: pp. 599-635 

 
  

4 December  last day of classes 
 
 

*** 8 – 16 December Christmas examination – set by Registrar *** 
    Do not book travel until your schedule is set 
 
 
4 January  Revolutionary re-ordering 

 Read: pp. 639-51 
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/18salons.html  
http://www.historyguide.org/intellect/cahiers.html#third  
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1791degouge1.html  

Historical simulation: Debating revolution 
 
 
11 January  Changes and challenges 

 Read: pp. 656-81    
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/india/1840elphinstone.html  
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1857greathed.html  

http://www.vgskole.net/prosjekt/slavrute/3.htm
http://www.vgskole.net/prosjekt/slavrute/5.htm
http://odur.let.rug.nl/~usa/D/1601-1650/mittelberger/servan.htm
http://www.wfu.edu/~watts/w03_Japancl.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/17france-soc.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1687domat.html
http://art-bin.com/art/omodest.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/18salons.html
http://www.historyguide.org/intellect/cahiers.html#third
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1791degouge1.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/india/1840elphinstone.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1857greathed.html
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18 January  Visioning the 19C different 

 Read: pp. 685-714   
    http://www.victorianweb.org/history/chadwick2.html  

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/robinson-lowell.html 
 
 
25 January  The construction of nations 

Read: pp. 719-38  
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1806fichte.html  

    http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1896herzl.html 
 
 
1 February  Western empires and beyond 

Read: pp. 739-59. 
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/Kipling.html   
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1903blackburden.html  
http://www.wsu.edu:8080/~wldciv/world_civ_reader/world_civ_reade
r_2/roy.html  

 
   

8 February  Re-making nations 
Read: pp. 763-803  
 http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1900Fei-boxers.html  

http://www.indiana.edu/~letrs/vwwp/cobbe/criminal.html#Text 
*** February 12 - mid-term *** 

 
 
15 February  War and peace 
   Read: pp. 810-15 
    http://www.warpoetry.co.uk/owen1.html  

http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/archives/atte.html  
   Historical simulation: An apartment in Moscow 
    
 
22 February  Culture of the modern 
   Read: pp. 819-48 

http://www.calvin.edu/academic/cas/gpa/thumb.htm 
 
 
1 March   *** Mid-term recess *** 
 
 

http://www.victorianweb.org/history/chadwick2.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/robinson-lowell.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1806fichte.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1896herzl.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/Kipling.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1903blackburden.html
http://www.wsu.edu:8080/~wldciv/world_civ_reader/world_civ_reader_2/roy.html
http://www.wsu.edu:8080/~wldciv/world_civ_reader/world_civ_reader_2/roy.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1900Fei-boxers.html
http://www.indiana.edu/~letrs/vwwp/cobbe/criminal.html#Text
http://www.warpoetry.co.uk/owen1.html
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/archives/atte.html
http://www.calvin.edu/academic/cas/gpa/thumb.htm
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8 March War and dis-order 
  Read: pp. 354-64. 

http://marxists.org/reference/archive/mao/selected-works/volume-
1/mswv1_11.htm  
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/churchill-iron.html 

*** 12 March research paper due *** 
 
 
15 March The three worlds - order? 
  Read: pp. 865-96 

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1945vietnam.html  
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1947nehru1.html  
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1961nkrumah.html  
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1960-un-colonialism.html 

 
 
22 March Globalization post-1970 
  Read: pp. 899-938 
   http://www.indians.org/welker/menchu2.htm  

http://www.writing.upenn.edu/~afilreis/50s/gays-in-govt.html  
http://www.anti-slaverysociety.addr.com/chocolates1.htm  

   
 

29 March Our contemporary world 
  Read: pp. 941- 
  *** 2 April - Good Friday, no classes *** 

     
 
6 April  Last day of class 

 
 
Final Examination   

 scheduled by registrar  

 do not book to travel until after your exams are over [April 12-22] 
 
 

http://marxists.org/reference/archive/mao/selected-works/volume-1/mswv1_11.htm
http://marxists.org/reference/archive/mao/selected-works/volume-1/mswv1_11.htm
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/churchill-iron.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1945vietnam.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1947nehru1.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1961nkrumah.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1960-un-colonialism.html
http://www.indians.org/welker/menchu2.htm
http://www.writing.upenn.edu/~afilreis/50s/gays-in-govt.html
http://www.anti-slaverysociety.addr.com/chocolates1.htm
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Fall Assignment 
 
Each of the sets of papers below present evidence regarding the same historical event or subject, but 
each treat the issue from a unique perspective and come to different conclusions. Your essay will 
compare the two by addressing the thesis, content, argument and conclusions of each article. The 
suggested length for this assignment is 6-7 pages, of double-spaced text.3 For this assignment a 
bibliography is not necessary, but footnotes or endnotes taken from the articles being reviewed are 
required. Utilize the points below to help structure the review and to assist when thinking about the 
components of your comparative article review. 

 
1-A. The Ottoman Empire and rivalry with Western Europe 

a. Hamdani, Abbas, ‘Ottoman Response to the Discovery of America and the New Route to 
India’, Journal of the American Oriental Society, 101 (3) (July-Sept. 1981), 323-30. 

b. Finkel, C.F., ‘French Mercenaries in the Habsburg-Ottoman War of 1593-1606: The 
Desertion of the Papa Garrison to the Ottomans in 1600’, Bulletin of the School of Oriental and 
African Studies, 55 (3) (1992), 451-471. 

c. Gülru Necipoğlu, ‘Süleyman the Magnificent and the Representation of Power in the 
Context of Ottoman-Habsburg-Papal Rivalry’, The Art Bulletin, 71 (3) (Sept. 1989), 401-427. 

1-B. The Ottoman Empire and her ethno-religious minorities 
a. Fatma Müge Göçek, ‘Ethnic Segmentation, Western Education, and Political, Outcomes: 

Nineteenth-Century Ottoman Society’, Poetics Today, 14 (3) (Autumn 1993): 507-538. 
b. Naja Al-Qattan, ‘Dhimmis in the Muslim Court: Legal Autonomy and Religious 

Discrimination’, International Journal of Middle East Studies, 31 (3) (August 1999): 429-44.  
2.  Understanding European Mandates in the modern middle east 

a. Thomas, Martin. ‘Bedouin Tribes and the Imperial Intelligence Services in Syria, Iraq and 
Transjordan in the 1920s’ The Journal of Contemporary History, 38 (2003), 539-561. 

b. Hughes, Matthew. ‘The Banality of Brutality: British Armed Forces and the Repression of 
the Arab Revolt in Palestine, 1936-39’ The English Historical Review, Vol. CXXIV, no. 501 
(April, 2009), 1-42. 

3. An episode of decolonization in Africa 
a. Lonsdale, John. ‘Mau Maus of the Mind: Making Mau Mau and Remaking Kenya’ The Journal 

of African History, Vol. 31, No. 3 (1990), 393-421. 
b. Presley, Cora Ann. ‘The Mau Mau Rebellion, Kikuyu Women, and Social Change’ Canadian 

Journal of African Studies / Revue Canadienne des Études Africaines, Vol. 22, No. 3, Special Issue: 
Current Research on African Women (1988), 502-527. 

An article review tells the reader of the review what the article is about and also offers an evaluation of 
the article. The comparative article review contrasts two related articles that often address similar 
themes but from different perspectives in terms of methodology or thesis.  

 consider what themes the articles have in common, and also where they differ.   

 what types of analysis do the historians use in their respective works?   

 how do they contribute to a particular school of thought or the historiography of a certain 
topic?  In other words, do the articles engage in a form of academic debate?  What do they add 
to their field?  

 

                     
3
 Submit your paper in 12 point font with 1” margins. Each page must be numbered and in order. Begin your paper with a 

title page that includes your name, the date, the title of your paper, the name of your instructor and the name of the class. 

http://www.jstor.org/action/showPublication?journalCode=jafricanhistory
http://www.jstor.org/action/showPublication?journalCode=jafricanhistory
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Components of the Comparative Article Review: 

 the introductory paragraph should contain the titles of the articles being reviewed and the 
authors; it should also attract the reader’s attention. You want your reader to be engaged with 
the subject, and be interested in the article that you are reviewing, but also what you, the writer, 
have to say about it.   

 In your own words, describe the major theme or themes of the article.  This will usually be 
found in the introductory paragraph.   There are always a few key passages where the author 
‘sets up’ their study.  What is the thesis of the article? What are the purpose and central 
arguments of the article? How does the author support his/her thesis? What types of evidence 
does the author use?  What conclusions do they draw 

 Evaluate or critique the article being reviewed.  Does the author present convincing arguments 
and sufficient evidence to support their thesis?  Does the article deliver the information that the 
author claimed it would in the introductory paragraph? You may also ask whether the article 
under review contributes to an established school of thought or debate.  What information does 
the article contribute, and does it significantly or successfully alter an accepted point of 
view? Avoid subjective criticism of style and structure. As the reviewer, if you feel that an article 
is longer than it needed to have been or is poorly written, you may indicate that in a scholarly 
and professional manner, but do not complain that the article was too long, boring and used 
words that you didn’t understand.  There are tactful ways of expressing criticisms, but be fair to 
the author and avoid betraying your own ignorance.  

 Consider here how the articles compare and contrast with one another.  Is either more 
successful than the other.  Which one did you the reviewer find more convincing and why?  
Think about their joint contribution to the existing scholarship.  

 In a concluding paragraph, present a final assessment of the articles and your overall 
impressions.  You may also state what contributions these articles make to their field, and what 
readers would find these articles useful or interesting.  For example, you might consider if either 
article is suitable for lay readers, for undergraduates or for specialists in British history. Avoid 
introducing new ideas or criticisms of the articles in the concluding paragraph or paragraphs. 
This is the last section of your review so try and leave the reader with a final impression of the 
articles.    

 
 

Winter Assignment 
 

We will discuss this assignment further in class; in this assignment each student will research and write a 
7-8 page paper that follows the technical guidelines outlined for the paper above. In this case your 
paper must be fully referenced which means it must include both footnotes and a bibliography. Each 
item that appears in the bibliography should normally appear in your paper and consider 5 sources a 
bare minimum – closer to 10 sources is more reasonable. Look at the StFX History website for a paper 
writing tutorial and assiduously apply the directions in the Pocket Guide to the Chicago Manual of Style. 

 
To develop a research question for which your paper will pose an answer, build on the arguments 
presented in the two articles you wrote on above. You might choose to utilize (or contradict) the 
approach used by the author [i.e. present an economic critique of some other historical event] or to 
analyze the historical moment the two articles deal with, in more detail. Talk to me about your research 
topic and sources before you get too far into your paper. Ideally, you should begin working on this by 
the winter break. 


