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Global Histories: The Civil Rights Movement and the World 
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Where, when, and what was the civil rights movement?  What were its goals and who 

deserves credit for its successes and failures?  This course will expand the traditional narrative of 

the American civil rights movement geographically, temporally, and in terms of the actors 

involved.  We will debate the merits of understanding the civil rights movement as (1) the 

interaction of efforts in the United States with social and political struggles in other parts of the 

world, (2) the relationship between events in the 1950s and 1960s with events both earlier and 

later, (3) the connection of the grassroots struggle of countless individuals with the creativity and 

determination of well-known leaders.  We will probe how to best understand the movement of 

ideas and actions across time, social movements, and national borders.  Topics will include the 

transnational dimensions of anti-slavery movements, white supremacy, and Pan-Africanism; 

Marcus Garvey‟s UNIA; the influence of Gandhian nonviolent civil disobedience on the Black 

freedom struggle; African American responses to the Italian invasion of Ethiopia; the racial 

dimensions of the First and Second World Wars; African American engagement with 

decolonization in Africa and revolutionary change in China, Cuba, Vietnam, Algeria, and 

elsewhere; and the global legacy of Black Power. 

 

 

Main Readings 

 

We will savor a range of remarkable books, as well as articles and shorter documents.  In 

reading and discussing these texts, our goal will be not only to better understand the transnational 

dimensions of the Civil Rights Movement, but also to probe how historians use evidence to craft 

arguments and narratives.  Please purchase the following books: 

 

W.E.B. Du Bois, Dark Princess.  ISBN: 087805765X. 

 

Timothy B. Tyson, Radio Free Dixie: Robert F. Williams and the Roots of Black Power.  

ISBN: 0807849235. 

 

 

Select Course Objectives 

 

By the end of this course, students will be able to… 

 

1) Identify the central arguments in a work of historical scholarship. 

2) Assess the evidence used to support a particular argument. 

3) Explain key dimensions of the transnational history of the civil rights movement. 
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4) Analyze the relationship between social movements and contested notions of color, 

race, class, and gender. 

5) Assess the strengths and weaknesses of violent vs. nonviolent and legal vs. extra-

legal approaches to social change. 

 

By the end of this course, students will have developed… 

 

1) A deeper understanding of the cultural, social, political, and economic linkages 

between the United States and the world. 

2) Reading, writing, listening, speaking, and critical thinking skills that will help 

throughout college and beyond. 

 

Learning Activities and Evaluation 

 

This course includes three short response papers (3-4 pages each), regular quizzes, and a 

final paper (6-8 pages).  I will provide further details on the papers as we approach each of these 

assignments.  Here is a brief overview of each of these learning activities: 

 

Papers:  Rather than summarize the readings, your papers should offer your own 

judgment regarding a particular reading or readings.  How successful were the author‟s 

arguments?  What were their strengths and weaknesses?  And why do they matter? 

 

Quizzes:  The quizzes will aim to assess your understanding of the reading and the 

lectures.  They will focus on central figures and main arguments.  

 

Writing and Revision: Learning to write critically, creatively, and persuasively will be a 

central component of this course.  Re-writing is vital to the creation of polished prose.  Start your 

written assignments early and spend time revising them.  Discuss your papers with Kaaz or with 

me.  Read aloud your work before submitting it.  Ask a friend to read for mistakes or awkward 

wording.  Have your paper read by a writing tutor, such as the History Department‟s writing tutor 

or one of the University‟s peer tutors (http://www.cmu.edu/acadev/ or 412-268-6878).   

 

Participation: I believe we all learn best in a supportive environment, in which you are 

listening actively, not only to me but also to your fellow students.  In addition to the above 

writing assignments, class discussion will be a crucial component of this course.  Excellent class 

participation involves raising thoughtful questions, building on the ideas of others, and 

synthesizing ideas across readings and discussions.  At times, class participation will require 

special preparation, but you should put time into preparing for every class and recitation.  I 

encourage you to think about the central arguments of the readings before you come to lecture 

and recitation.  Come prepared with questions and comments.  What did you find compelling or 

confusing?  With what did you most strongly agree or disagree?  What were the most important 

passages or arguments and why?   

 

Your grade will be calculated as follows: 

 

20 %   Class Participation 

45 %   Short Papers 

15 %   Quizzes  

20 %   Final Paper 
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Communicating with Me 

 

I encourage you to communicate with me and Kaaz throughout the course over email or 

during office hours.  No question is too small or too large.  As I believe that developing academic 

relationships with faculty is vital to success as a university student, I strongly encourage each 

student to make a point of visiting office hours at least once.   

 

Ethics and Etiquette 

 

I greatly prefer for students to take notes with pen and paper rather than with laptops.  My 

experience is that laptops disrupt the ability of students to participate in class discussion.  If you 

need to use a laptop to take notes, please see me individually.   

Class discussion requires frequent reference to the readings.  Please bring the assigned 

reading with you to class.   

It is each student‟s responsibility to be familiar with the University‟s policies on 

plagiarism, cheating, and academic integrity.  You can review these policies via the following 

link: http://www.cmu.edu/policies/documents/Cheating.html 

All assignments must be submitted at the beginning of class on the day they are due.  An 

assignment will be considered late otherwise.  If you are late to class on the day a paper is due, 

your paper will be marked late.  Your grade for an assignment will be lowered by a full letter 

grade if it is late and an additional letter grade if it is more than a week late.  Requests for extra 

time due to legitimate conflicts (illness, family tragedy, etc.) must be made in advance and must 

be documented.  If you must be absent when an assignment is due, please submit the assignment 

as soon as possible along with documentation explaining your absence (a doctor‟s note, for 

example).  Each student will be allowed to turn in one paper up to two days late without penalty 

and without needing to provide an excuse of any kind. 

Attendance is crucial to this course.  If you will be unable to attend a particular recitation, 

please let Kaaz know in advance.  Chronic tardiness or multiple unexcused absences will be 

reflected in your participation grade.   

 

Disability Accommodations 

 

If a student needs to request an accommodation due to a disability, it is the student‟s 

responsibility to communicate such a request to me as soon as possible, and ideally within the 

first week of the course.  For more information on services to students with disabilities contact 

Larry Powell at lpowell@andrew.cmu.edu or by phone at (412) 268-2013. 

 

 

Weekly Topics and Readings 

 

Unit 1: Race, Racism, Resistance 

 

Week 1: The Color Line Around the World 

 

 Monday, August 23: The Long Civil Rights Movement in Global Perspective 

 Wednesday, August 25: Empires of Blood: From Slavery to Imperialism 

 

Week 2: World War / Race War 

 

 Monday, August 30: Fighting for Democracy 

 Wednesday, September 1: Marcus Garvey’s Racial Diplomacy 
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Readings: Dark Princess, Part 1 in its entirety and Part 2, section II, 42-47; Marcus 

Garvey, “The Negro‟s Greatest Enemy” and the “Declaration of the Rights of the Negro 

People of the World.” 

 

Week 3: Global Harlem 

 

Monday, September 6: Happy Labor Day! 

 Wednesday, September 8: Imagining the Dark World 

 

Readings: Dark Princess, Part 4; Student selections of Harlem Renaissance Poetry. 

 

Week 4: The Depression and the Rise of Fascism 

 

 *** Paper 1 is due at the beginning of class on Monday, September 13. *** 

 

Monday, September 13: Red and Black 

 Wednesday, September 15: The Wings of Ethiopia 

 

Readings: Tyson, chapter 1; Excerpts from Glenda Gilmore, Defying Dixie. 

 

Week 5: Fighting for Freedom: The Second World War 

 

Monday, September 20: Double Victory: At Home 

 Wednesday, September 22: Double Victory: Abroad 

 

Readings: Tyson, chapter 2; A. Philip Randolph, “Randolph Tells Philosophy Behind 

„March‟ Movement,” The Chicago Defender, June 19, 1943 and “Randolph Tells 

Technique of Civil Disobedience,” The Chicago Defender, June 26, 1943; John Robert 

Badger, “World View,” The Chicago Defender, Mar. 13 and July 17, 1943; Slate, “„I am 

a coloured woman‟: Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya in the United States, 1939-41,” 

Contemporary South Asia 17, no. 1 (March 2009): 7-19. 

 

Unit 2: Civil Disobedience 
 

Week 6: The Mahatma of Montgomery 

 

Monday, September 27: King’s Gandhi 

 Wednesday, September 29: Race, Caste, and Nation 

 

Readings: Martin Luther King, “Sermon on Gandhi”; King, “Address to All India 

Radio”; Daniel Immerwahr, Caste or Colony? Indianizing Race in the United States,” 

Modern Intellectual History (2007), 4: 275-301; Sean Chabot, “Framing, Transnational 

Diffusion, and African-American Intellectuals in the Land of Gandhi,” International 

Review of Social History (2004), 49: 19-40. 

 

*** Paper # 2 is due at the beginning of class on Monday, October 4. *** 

 

Week 7: Civil Rights Protests From Outside In 

 

Monday, October 18: Montgomery to Birmingham 
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 Wednesday, October 20: Birmingham to Selma 

 

Readings: Student-selected newspaper articles. 

 

Week 8: Cold War Civil Rights 

 

Monday, October 4: McCarthy’s Victims  

Wednesday, October 6: Making the Most of Anticommunism 

 

Readings: Mary L. Dudziak, “Desegregation as a Cold War Imperative,” Stanford Law 

Review, 41 (Nov. 1988), 61–120; Tyson, Chapters 3-5. 

 

Week 9: Decolonization and Disaster 

 

Monday, October 11: The Promise of an Independent Africa  

 Wednesday, October 13: Vietnam’s Shadow 

 

Readings: Kevin Gaines, “E. Franklin Frazier's Revenge: Anticolonialism, 

Nonalignment, and Black Intellectuals' Critiques of Western Culture.” American Literary 

History 17.3 (2005) 506-529; Martin Luther King, “Address to the Riverside Church.” 

 

Unit 3: Black Power Beyond Borders 

 

Week 10: Black Power before “Black Power” 

 

Monday, October 25:  Segregation and Integration 

 Wednesday, October 27:  Violence and Nonviolence 

 

Readings: Tyson, Chapters 6-7; James H. Meriwether, “African Americans and the Mau 

Mau Rebellion: Militancy, Violence, and the Struggle for Freedom,” Journal of American 

Ethnic History, Vol. 17, No. 4 (Summer, 1998), pp. 63-86. 

 

Week 11: Black Power Abroad 

 

Monday, November 1: Cuba, China, and Black Power 

 Wednesday, November 3: Algeria, India, and Black Power 

 

Readings: Tyson, Chapters 8-Conclusion. 

 

Week 12: Black Islam 

 

 *** Paper # 3 Due Tuesday April 6.  *** 

 

Monday, November 8: The Ahmadiyya to the Nation of Islam 

 Wednesday, November 10: Malcolm X as Global Figure 

 

Readings: Excerpts from Malcolm X speeches. 

 

Unit 4:  The Movement Continues 

 

Week 13: Against Apartheid, At Home and Abroad 
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Monday, November 15:  The Anti-Apartheid Movement 

 Wednesday, November 17:  Racial Segregation in “Post-racial” America 

 

Readings: Student-selected readings. 

 

Week 14: Affirmative Action and Reparations in Global Perspective 

 

Monday, November 22: Affirmative Action and Reparations in Global Perspective 

 Wednesday, November 24: Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

*** Final Paper Due Wednesday, Dec. 1 *** 

 

Week 15: Conclusions and New Beginnings 

 

Monday, November 29: Obama and the Global Civil Rights Movement 

 Wednesday, December 1: CMU and the Global Civil Rights Movement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


