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Grading and attendance requirements 
Oral participation: 50 total 
   50 pts. Participation in class discussions  
Combined oral/written assignments: 130 total 
   80 pts. 8 TQs (Thought Questions You may omit 1 without penalty.) 
   20 pts. Document analysis report 
   10 pts. 2 Current events reports  
   20 pts. Deciphering declassified documents report 
Longer Written Assignments: 200 total 
   2 100 pt. Essays (includes the final essay) See essay rubric under “Policies.” 
380 points possible  
 
I will convert your point total to a percentage., based on the following: 
A+  97%   A    93   A-   90 B+  87       B    83   B-   80  
C+  77       C    73   C-   70 D+  67       D    63   D-   60 F  less than 60% 
 
Caveats on assignments and attendance:  Failure to submit 2 assignments lowers your grade by a full 
level; a B becomes a C. If you fail to submit 3 assignments, you fail the course. Attendance: Three 
unexcused absences lowers your grade one level; an A becomes a B. With four unexcused absences, you 
fail the course. Use the Policies link from Slatta home page to review other course policies. 
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Course content 
This course traces the historical evolution of relations between Latin America and the US from the early 
nineteenth century to the present. Since the announcement of the Monroe Doctrine in 1823, the United 
States has played a growing role in the affairs of Latin America. Latin Americans have looked at the 
increasing power and influence of their northern neighbor with a mixture of admiration and fear. Trade, 
investment, and debt, revolution, security issues, environmental problems, and other hemispheric 
issues bind together North and South America. Geographical proximity, the fast growing Hispanic 
population in the US, and US superpower status dictate that US-Latin American relations will remain 
important.  
 
Students examine the most significant eras and issues in inter-American relations -- the myth and reality 
of the Monroe Doctrine, Manifest Destiny & expansionism, filibustering in Central America, Dollar 
Diplomacy, the Good Neighbor Policy, Alliance for Progress, and US opposition to revolution. What may 
be a bit different is that we examine these topics using mostly primary sources-- original documents and 
firsthand reports from the past.  
 

Required books and other materials 
1. Robert H. Holden and Eric Zolov, Latin America and the United States: A Documentary History 
384 pp., (2000), paperback ISBN: 0-1951-2994-6.  
2. Michael LaRosa and Frank O. Mora, eds., Neighborly Adversaries: Readings in US-Latin American 
Relations 371 pp. (2007) paperback 2d edition ISBN: 0-7425-4047-2. 
3. Online primary sources: http://faculty.chass.ncsu.edu/slatta/hi453/docs.htm . 
4. PDF documents provided by the instructor for document analysis report. 
5. For course objectives, writing rubric and other information, use the Policies link from the Slatta 
home page: http://faculty.chass.ncsu.edu/slatta/ 
 

Timetable of Assignments 
M 11 Jan Introductions/Navigating the Course: What we’ll do and why 
 
Part 1:  Conflicting Cultures, Assumptions, and Images 
 
W 13 Jan Discussion Read LaRosa and Mora, Intro & Part I, Holden and Zolov, preface, documents 1, 2, 
4,5, 6 7, 8, 9,10, 17 12 Last name A-M Identify areas of agreement (cooperation) and appreciation 
between the US and Latin America. Last name N-Z: Identify areas of disagreement (conflict) and 
negativity between the US and Latin America. 
 
Fri 15 Jan Last day to add a course without instructor permission. 
 
M 18 Jan King holiday—no class or assignment 
 
Part 2:  Isolation to Monroe Doctrine to Manifest Destiny, 1823-1880s 
 
W 20 Jan Discussion:  Monroe’s Doctrine Read Holden docs 3, 7 and LaRosa, Part II. Identify potentially 
positive and negative aspects of the Monroe Doctrine from a Latin American perspective. Also 

http://faculty.chass.ncsu.edu/slatta/hi453/docs.htm
http://faculty.chass.ncsu.edu/slatta/
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summarize how Monroe's doctrine should benefit the US. Remember 2 current events reports are due 
by mid-semester. 
 
M 25 Jan TQ 1 (Thought Question):  Bilateral Issues. Read at least 4 Bilateral Treaties on the Primary 
Sources page. Pick 2 Latin American countries and identify the major concerns of each country and the 
US as raised in the treaties. 
 
W 25 Jan Last day to drop a course with tuition adjustment. 
 
W 27 Jan Discussion Amistad Affair, 1839: Inter-American conflict over slavery Read Holden, doc 6 and 
use at least 3 items under "The Amistad Affair" on your Primary Sources [PS] Page. A-M: Explain the 
political motivations and arguments behind President Van Buren's desire to return the Amistad Africans 
to Cuba. N-Z: Explain the legal and moral arguments that support freeing and returning the Amistad 
Africans to Africa. Print out portions of the online primary sources to quote in class. 
 
M 1 Feb TQ 2: Debating the Mexican-American War, 1846-48 Read Holden, docs 7-8, 11, T and at least 
three sources under "US-Mexican War" on your Primary Sources [PS] page. Read Polk's request for a 
declaration of war and the following Senate and Congressional debates. You are members of the US 
Senate voting on whether to declare war on Mexico. Last Name N-Z: You support President Polk. 
Summarize the arguments in favor of declaring war on Mexico. A-M: You oppose the war. Develop 
arguments against declaring war on Mexico. Both sides, consider legal, political, partisan, economic, and 
moral arguments. Remember 2 current events reports are due by mid-semester. 
 
Part 3:  Intervention and Investment, 1898-1933 
 
W 3 Feb TQ 3 Debating Imperialism in Cuba and the Philippines Read Holden, docs. 18-30 and at least 4 
documents under “The War of 1898.” Role play. Read the debates about going to war with Spain. Again, 
you're a US Senator. A-M: You're a hawk or jingo (pro-war). Develop a fiery speech in favor of declaring 
war on Spain in 1898. N-Z: You oppose the war (dove or anti-interventionist). Speak against declaring 
war on Spain. Both groups, consider legal, political, partisan, economic, and moral arguments.  
 
M 8 Feb Discussion: Revolution on the Border Read La Rosa, ch 11, Holden, doc 31, and at least 4 
documents under "US Intervention and Interests in Mexico" on your Primary Sources [PS] page. Identify 
key US concerns and interests in Mexico during the early 20th-century, including why the US supported 
the Diaz dictatorship.  
 
W 10 Feb  Longer essay 1 1200-1400 words: Differing visions. Read Holden docs 4-5, 10, 15, 21, 23, 28, 
31, 35 -- Latin American views of the US-- and Holden docs 2, 7-9, 13-14, 16-20-- US views of Latin 
America. Quoting directly from at least 8 documents total, identify both positive and negative views and 
attitudes held by Latin Americans toward the US AND by the US toward Latin America. 
 
M 15 Feb Discussion Debating Interventionism/Imperialism and Anti-Interventionism/Anti-Imperialism. 
Read LaRosa, Part III, and at least 4 documents under PS “Criticizing US Intervention” and 4 documents 
under “Defending US Intervention.” Summarize the major arguments favoring and opposing US 
interventionism. Reports on early 20-century primary sources. 
 
Part 4:  Pretty Good Neighbors & Hemispheric Cooperation, 1934-45 
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W 17 Feb TQ 4 : Good Neighbors? Discussion: Read LaRosa, ch 12 and Holden docs32-52. Review 
LaRosa, ch 12 and read Holden, docs 32-52 N-Z: You are a US State Dept. official. Explain the rationales 
and motives for US intervention in Latin America. A-M: You are an ambassador from a Latin American 
country. Explain the criticisms and objections to US interventionism in Latin America. Both: quote from 
at least 6 different documents.  
 
M 22 Feb Discussion Discrimination against Hispanics/Latinos in the US Read at least 6 documents under 
the above section of your online primary sources. Identify the major types of complaints lodged by 
Latinos in the US. Reports on Cold War documents. 
 
Part 5:  Waging Cold War, Dancing with Dictators, 1945-89 
 
W 24 Feb Discussion:  Impact of the Cold War Review LaRosa, Part IV and Holden, docs 60-85 Evaluate 
the impact of US Cold War policies on Latin America.  
 
M 1 Mar TQ 5 US and Cuba: Quote from at least 6 documents under “Bay and Pigs and Missile Crisis.” A-
M:  Evaluate what went wrong at the Bay of Pigs, paying special attention to Postmortem:  Inspector 
General’s Report. N-Z:  How and why did the world avert nuclear disaster in October 1962? 
 
W 3 Mar Discussion:   Alliance for Progress, 1961-69.Use your finding aids to locate 2 scholarly articles. 
Identify the major successes and failures of the Alliance for Progress. 
 
Mar 8 Last day to withdraw or drop a course without a grade. 
 
M 8 Mar Discussion: Human Cost of Military Dictatorships]. Read at least 6 documents under 
"Promoting Militarism or Democracy" on the Primary Sources page. Evaluate the impact of US policies 
on political participation and rule in Latin America. Refer to specific policies and countries. Reports on 
Human Rights documents 
 
W 10 Mar TQ 6:  Taking Foreign Policy Underground: The Reagan/Bush Iran-Contra Scandal. Quote from 
at least 4 documents on the Iran-Contra Documents Page. Identify the policy goals of the Reagan 
administration perpetrators as well as some of the laws they broke. 
 
M 15-F 19 Mar Spring Break—enjoy! 
 
Part 6:  Current Problems/Issues 
 
M 22 Mar Discussion:  Responses to revolution Read LaRosa, ch 19, quote from at least 5 documents in 
Holden, docs 90-115, and 5 online under “US Fights Revolution.” Evaluate the impact on the Latin 
American people of US policies to halt revolution in the region. 
 
W 24 Mar Drug Wars Read LaRosa, ch 21 and Holden docs 115, 121, 122. Formulate a critique of existing 
US drug policy and recommend new initiatives.  
 
M 29 Mar TQ 7 Debating the School of the Americas. Go to the School of the Americas page (under PS 
“Additional Human Rights Concerns”) and follow the instructions there. Also read Holden, doc 114.  
 
W 31 Mar Last name A-J  Declassified documents reports  
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Th-F 1-2 Apr No classes 
 
M 5 Apr TQ 8  Immigration Policies. Using at least 4 scholarly articles (use your finding aids), identify the 
major elements being debated in US immigration policy toward Latin America. Include full 
bibliographical information for the articles cited. Reports on Latinos in the US 
 
W 7 Apr Last name K-P:  Declassified documents reports and Reports on Globalization and 
Neoliberalism. 
 
M 12 Apr Discussion:   Military Regimes and Human Rights Read at least 6 documents under “Additional 
Human Rights Concerns,” identify the types of abuses committed by military regimes.  
 
W 14 Apr Last name Q-Z:  Declassified document reports and Reports on Globalization and 
Neoliberalism. 
 
M 19 Apr Discussion:  Debating School of the Americas. Follow instructions on the School of the 
Americas page (under “Additional Human Rights Concerns.”  
 
W 21 Apr TQ 9: NAFTA, CAFTA Read LaRosa, ch 18, 20, Holden, docs 83, 86, 87, 88, 89, 94, 98, 99, and at 
least 3 online documents under “NAFTA, CAFTA.” Identify the impact on Mexico (and potentially on 
other Latin American countries) of these free trade agreements.  
 
M 26 Apr Discussion:  Impact of Globalization Read at least 3 documents under “Globalization and 
Neoliberalism.” Summarize the main arguments on the impact of globalization and neoliberal economic 
policies on Latin America. 
 
W 28 Apr Discussion: Future Policies: Read LaRosa, Part VI and Holden, docs 116-124. Develop policy 
recommendations for the US to address three major current issues. 
 
W 5 May 1-2pm Meet to discuss Final Essay due at class time! 1800-2000 words: US Interests and 
Policies Using the entirety of both books and at least 5 online documents, identify 3 major areas of 
conflict between the US and Latin America. Give specific examples over time of US policies that reduced 
or increased conflict over these issues. Cite and quote from at least 15 different documents total (5 
online, 10 from the books). 
 

What we do and why 
We take an inductive approach to history in which you “build” an interpretation of the past based upon 
primary sources (documents). You read, analyze, synthesize, and evaluate evidence from two texts as 
well as other electronic materials. You listen, respond, and interpret. Your written and oral contributions 
require you to operate at the highest levels of Bloom’s taxonomy. You share your learning in class 
discussions, online discussions, and in written assignments.  
 
Our approach to this class is inquiry-based learning. You will learn about history by doing what historians 
do—analyze primary sources and interpret their meanings. The raw material for our inquiry is a 
collection of documents edited by Robert H. Holden and Eric Zolov. This is a very inductive approach—
we’ll build our understanding of US-Latin American relations one small piece at a time. Once we’ve 
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established our understanding of what a group of documents means, we’ll compare our interpretation 
with other scholars, notably those represented in the LaRosa/Mora collection of readings. 
 
The prerequisite for this course is 3 hours of history and junior standing. A reading knowledge of Spanish 
and/or Portuguese is helpful but not required. If you take the course for Credit Only or as S/U 
(Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory), you are responsible for all assignments and must earn a 70% average for 
credit. Credit only grades may applied only as free electives, not to your major or to fulfill a GEP 
requirement. 
 
We will open each class by focusing on a discussion topic or thought question (TQ). Then we will 
broaden our analysis to related points. Use your written answers or discussion notes as starting points 
for participation. I will provide additional analysis through mini-lectures and video presentations. 
 
Education, as opposed to vocational training, develops skills, knowledge, and values. These goals 
interact directly in several respects: (1) research and communication skills are essential to create, 
discover, and share knowledge; (2) computing and online skills are essential to transform information 
and experience into understanding; (3) as knowledge and skills improve, they both contribute to 
understanding and integrating core values that will direct your life. Priorities and choices arise from 
values--reasons why and how things are done. Bringing values into a context of intellectual inquiry helps 
us to comprehend better the meanings, consequences, and worth of these matters in our lives and to 
build our own coherent value systems.  
 
Students taking HI 553 [graduate credit] will receive another handout of additional course 
requirements. Graduate students complete all HI 453 requirements and write an additional 
historiography paper critiquing scholarly literature on an issue in US-Latin American relations.  
 

Activities & Assignments 

Discussions, TQs, Longer Essays 

You have three types of preparation for classroom assignments.  
1. Discussion means do the readings, take some notes, and come prepared to contribute your thoughts 
in class. No written is turned in. You will also give other brief oral reports. 
2. Short written assignments, TQs (Thought Questions):  Write a 600-800 word response to a question 
prompt and bring it to class (double-spaced, front/back OK). Use parenthetical citations to indicate 
sources, if you wish. For online documents include author, short title, and date. For printed texts, 
identify the writer/speaker, short article title, date, and page number. 
3. Longer essays:  see online rubric found using the “Policies” link on the Slatta home page. 

Document Analysis Presentations 

Each of you will read and give a 5-minute presentation about a primary source or scholarly article 
related to the course (instructor will provide the articles). Give the author, title, and date of the 
document. Identify the major issues or themes that it deals with. Does the document present a credible 
case? Why or why not? What important issues are not covered by the document? Turn in a 1-2 page 
written summary of your analysis, answering the questions above.  
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Currents Events Reports 

By mid-semester break, present 2 press reports on issues in modern US-Latin American relations (5 pts. 
each). Use the links from Latin Am Press to locate online publications (they must  be from Latin America, 
not the US, UK, CNN, etc.). Search one or more publications and print out a recent, relevant news story 
or editorial. Write your name at the top of the first page. Present a 2-3 minute oral summary of the 
story, quoting directly from it, and then circulate it to the class.  

Deciphering Declassified Documents  

On the “Research LA History” page you will find links to the Digital National Security Archive and to the 
National Security Archive at George Washington University. Select a topic, person, or country relevant to 
US-Latin American relations since the 1960s. Do a search of documents until you find something of 
interest. As you read the document (and ponder what the blacked-out sections may discuss), prepare a 
list of questions that you need to answer to make sense of the document. Thus do further searches and 
locate at least 2 more documents that help illuminate meanings in the original. Next, use your 
Researching LA History link to locate at least 4 scholarly sources relevant to your document. Finally, 
write a 1000-word analysis of your document, quoting directly from at least 2 other primary sources and 
4 scholarly sources. You will present a 5-minute oral summary of your analysis in class and answer 
questions. 


