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INRL 632: Transatlantic Relations Since World War Two 
 
Course Description and Objectives: 
In the sixty years since the end of World War Two, transatlantic relations have been essential to 
United States diplomacy.  This course will explore the development of the relationship between 
the United States and its allies in Europe against the backdrop of the Cold War and evaluate the 
continuing relevance of transatlantic relations for United States diplomacy.  The course will 
begin with transatlantic cooperation during World War Two, raise questions about the durability 
of the transatlantic relationship throughout the Cold War, and conclude with an examination of 
contemporary transatlantic relations. 
 
The assigned readings and class discussions will help students assess the character of 
transatlantic relations during the postwar years as understood by both participants at the time and 
current observers such as political scientists and historians.  We will consider how United States-
European relations influenced the formation of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, 
conceptions of East-West détente, and efforts at transatlantic cooperation after the end of the 
Cold War.   
 
The objectives of this course are to promote critical, analytical thinking about relations between 
the United States and its allies in Europe and to encourage students to develop their own 
interpretation of the evolution and significance of the transatlantic relationship in the postwar 
years.   
 
Assessment: Participation 
This course is a seminar with all class time devoted to student discussion.  Active class 
participation will therefore be essential to the fulfillment of the course objectives.  As such, it 
will count for 30% of your grade.  Attendance is mandatory and a requirement for a passing 
grade.  Your grade will be determined based on evaluation of your contributions for each regular 
class session (eight sessions total) as well as a final presentation at the end of the semester.   
 
Assessment: Written Work 
Students will write three papers over the course of the semester.   
 
First, students will complete two short writing assignments analyzing the assigned texts.  The 
first two papers will each be worth 10% of your grade.  They should each be 5 pages (double-
spaced, 12 pt. font).   
 
The first paper is due Tuesday, October 2.  It should utilize the readings assigned for September 
18 and 25 and October 2 to answer the question: How did transatlantic relations shape the origins 
of the Cold War in Europe?  Be sure to include an analysis of the development of an Atlantic 



alliance during World War Two as well as discuss the development of transatlantic institutions 
meant to address the challenges of the postwar world. 
 
The second paper is due on Tuesday, October 30.  It should analyze the degree to which an 
Atlantic community existed during the Cold War years.  Be sure to highlight instances of 
transatlantic cooperation as well as points at which divergent interests led to strains in the 
Atlantic alliance.  Your analysis should draw upon readings assigned up to and including 
October 30. 
 
These two short papers will be due in hard copy at the beginning of class.  No late papers will be 
accepted.  Your papers will be evaluated based on the sophistication of your analysis and your 
ability to communicate your argument effectively and succinctly. 
 
In the last third of the course, students will write a 25-30 page research paper examining a 
specific actor, event, or trend influential to transatlantic relations during the years after World 
War Two.  The paper will be based to some degree on research in primary sources.  Further 
guidance on primary sources available at Yale, online, or through interlibrary loan will be 
forthcoming over the course of the semester.  A paper topic and preliminary bibliography are due 
on Tuesday, October 23.  This assignment is required but will not be graded.  It is intended to 
provide a foundation for individual consultations with the professor.   
 
The final paper will be due on Monday, December 17 at 12:00 PM and will be worth 50% of 
your grade.  This paper will not be accepted late without prior approval from the instructor. 
 
Academic Integrity: 
From the Bulletin of the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences: 
“Yale University is an academic community dedicated to the advancement of learning. Its 
members freely associate themselves with the University and in doing so affirm their 
commitment to a philosophy of tolerance and respect for all members of the community. They 
pledge to help sustain the intellectual integrity of the University and to uphold its standards of 
honesty, free expression, and inquiry. They are expected to abide by the regulations of the 
University. They are also expected to obey local, state, and federal laws, and violations of these 
may be cause for discipline by the Graduate School. 
The Graduate School specifically prohibits the following forms of behavior by graduate students: 

1. Cheating on examinations, problem sets, and any other form of test; also, falsification 
and/or fabrication of data. 

2. Plagiarism, that is, the failure in a dissertation, essay, or other written exercise to 
acknowledge ideas, research, or language taken from others. 

3. Misuse of the materials or facilities of the University Library.” 
For more information, see: http://www.yale.edu/bulletin/html/grad/policies.html#conduct 

The Graduate School of Arts and Sciences’ policy on plagiarism: 
“The failure, whether intentional or not, to cite one's sources properly is referred to as plagiarism. 
Webster's Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary defines the act of plagiarizing as follows: 



Plagiarize vb: to steal and pass off (the ideas or words of another) as one’s own: use (a created 
production) without crediting the source ~ vi: to commit literary theft: present as new and 
original an idea or product derived from an existing source. 

We are required to cite any instance in which we have either directly quoted or indirectly drawn 
upon and benefited from the works and ideas of others. This requirement applies equally to all of 
the work that we do, whether a paper or an exam for a course, a presentation in class or at a 
conference, a manuscript for publication, or any other scholarly work. Failing to credit the 
influence of existing research and scholarship on one's own work is tantamount to theft. It is 
particularly important to note that the Internet is subject to the same rules that govern other 
sources. It is not somehow free or different from any other source that must be cited if used.  

Plagiarism, whether deliberate or through negligence or ignorance, is a serious violation of 
conduct at both the College and the Graduate School, and, indeed, in any environment that 
values integrity, respect and fairness. Our commitment to creative scholarly work carries with it 
explicit and implicit commitments to documenting the sources of existing ideas and statements 
that appear in our own work. By planning ahead, being honest, and exercising patience, 
plagiarism is easy to avoid.”  For more information, see: 
http://www.yale.edu/graduateschool/academics/integrity_policies.html 

Books Recommended for Purchase: 
 
Lundestad, Geir. The United States and Western Europe Since 1945. New York: Oxford 

University Press, 2003. 
 
Kimball, Warren F. Forged in War: Roosevelt, Churchill, and the Second World War.  Chicago: 

Ivan R. Dee, 1997. 
 
Hitchcock, William I. France Restored: Cold War Diplomacy and the Quest for Leadership in 

Europe, 1944-1954. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1998. 
 
Poiger, Uta G. Jazz, Rock, and Rebels: Cold War Politics and American Culture in a Divided 

Germany.  Berkeley: University of California Press, 2000. 
 
Giauque, Jeffrey Glen. Grand Designs and Visions of Unity: The Atlantic Powers and the 

Reorganization of Western Europe, 1955-1963. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina 
Press, 2002. 

 
Schwartz, Thomas Alan. Lyndon Johnson and Europe: In the Shadow of Vietnam. Cambridge: 

Harvard University Press, 2003.  
 
Sarotte, M.E. Dealing with the Devil: East Germany, Détente, and Ostpolitik, 1969-1973.  

Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2000. 
 
Kagan, Robert. Of Paradise and Power: America and Europe in the New World Order. New 

York: Vintage, 2004. 



 
Gordon, Phillip H. and Jeremy Shapiro. Allies at War: America, Europe, and the Crisis Over 

Iraq. New York: McGraw-Hill, 2004. 
 
These books are all available for purchase at Labyrinth Books (290 York Street).   
 
In addition, the books are all on reserve at the Cross Campus Library, and many are available as 
a Yale Electronic Resource.  Check Orbis for additional details. 
 
There are also supplementary journal articles available on classesv2.   
 
Schedule of Discussions and Readings: 
 
September 11: Introduction  
 
September 18: Forging An Atlantic Alliance 
Readings:  
Lundestad, Geir. The United States and Western Europe Since 1945. New York: Oxford 

University Press, 2003: 1-26. 
Kimball, Warren F. Forged in War: Roosevelt, Churchill, and the Second World War.  Chicago: 

Ivan R. Dee, 1997. 
 
September 25: Seducing the Europeans? 
Readings:  
Lundestad: 27-62. 
Poiger, Uta G. Jazz, Rock, and Rebels: Cold War Politics and American Culture in a Divided 

Germany.  Berkeley: University of California Press, 2000. 
 
October 2: Developing a Transatlantic Approach to the Post-War World 
First Paper Due. 
Readings:  
Lundestad: 63-110, 142-50. 
Hitchcock, William I. France Restored: Cold War Diplomacy and the Quest for Leadership in 

Europe, 1944-1954. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1998. 
 
October 9: Whose Grand Design? 
Readings:  
Lundestad: 111-41, 150-56. 
Giauque, Jeffrey Glen. Grand Designs and Visions of Unity: The Atlantic Powers and the 

Reorganization of Western Europe, 1955-1963. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina 
Press, 2002. 

 
October 16: The United States and Europe in the Shadow of Vietnam 
Readings:  
Lundestad: 156-61. 



Schwartz, Thomas Alan. Lyndon Johnson and Europe: In the Shadow of Vietnam. Cambridge: 
Harvard University Press, 2003. 

 
October 23: Year of Europe?: Transatlantic Relations in the Age of Détente 
Paper Topic and Preliminary Bibliography Due. 
Readings:  
Lundestad: 161-225. 
Sarotte, M.E. Dealing with the Devil: East Germany, Détente, and Ostpolitik, 1969-1973.  

Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2000. 
 
October 30: The End of the Atlantic Community? 
Second Paper Due. 
Readings:  
Lundestad: 226-73. 
Cox, Michael and Steven Hurst, “‘His Finest Hour?’ George Bush and the Diplomacy of German 

Unification,” Diplomacy and Statecraft 13:4 (December 2002): 123-50. classesv2 
Cox, Michael. “Another Transatlantic Split?: American and European Narratives and the End of 

the Cold War,” Cold War History 7:1 (February 2007): 121-46. classesv2 
Kagan, Robert. Of Paradise and Power: America and Europe in the New World Order. New 

York: Vintage, 2004. 
Kupchan, Charles A. “The Rise of Europe, America’s Changing Internationalism, and the End of 

U.S. Primacy,” Political Science Quarterly 118:2 (2003): 205-31. classesv2 
 
November 6: The Iraq Challenge 
Readings:  
Lundestad: 273-94. 
Gordon, Phillip H. and Jeremy Shapiro. Allies at War: America, Europe, and the Crisis Over 

Iraq. New York: McGraw-Hill, 2004. 
 
November 13: Paper Presentations 
 
November 20: Thanksgiving Break 
 
November 27: Paper Presentations 
 
December 4: Paper Presentations 
 
Monday, December 17 at 12:00, PM: Final Paper Due.   
This paper will not be accepted after the deadline without prior permission. 


