
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE AND COLLECTIVE MEMORY 



Commemorative ceremonies at the Tsitsernakaberd Memorial 

in Armenia’s capital Yerevan on the 100th anniversary (April 24, 2015)  



Turkey’s President Erdogan on the 100th anniversary:  “You [Armenians] 

should know that the gates of our hearts are open to grandchildren of all 

Ottoman Armenians.” 



The Turkish government was represented by its EU minister at the 

Armenian Patriarchate’s 100th anniversary commemoration ceremonies 

inside Turkey. 



Many Armenians and other Turks gathered on Taksim Square 



On the Asian side of the Bosporous, activists gathered at the 

Haydarpasa train station, where 200 Armenian community leaders 

had been deported to Syria on April 24, 1915 



The Turkish government chose to move the 100th anniversary Gallipoli ceremonies 

from April 25th to April 24th in 2015 and Erdogan attended those commemorations 



Turkish soldiers stand over Armenian remains in 1915: 

Between 1 million and 1.5 million Armenians were killed 



The Armenian Martyrs’ Memorial Church in Deir al-Zour, Syria was 

dedicated in 1991 to commemorate the end of the road in the 1915 death march 



The pillar in the 

basement of the 

church reaches 

to the ceiling 

and rests on 

human remains 



The shrine was blown up in 2014 during fighting between 

ISIS and the al-Nusra Front 







The Armenian Killings And Language 

• Britain, France and Russia initially defined the Ottoman 

atrocities as “crimes against Christianity.” 

• They soon changed the terminology to “crimes against 

humanity,” the first time this was used in a legal sense. 

• Article Two of the United Nations Convention on Genocide 

of 1948 describes genocide as carrying out acts intended 

“to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnic, racial or 

religious group.” 



Yazidi in Iraq in 2014 





Turkish Nobel Prize Winner Orhan Pamuk 



Turkish-Armenian journalist Hrant Dink was assassinated in 2007 





The trial of the teenage ultranationalist killer was plagued by controversies 

and conspiracy trials are still ongoing 



Protests in Turkey:  “We are all Hrant; we are all Armenians.” 





Ruins of an Armenian church in the eastern village of Hozat 



Asiya is said to be the last Armenian in Chunkush in southeastern Turkey 



The first service in 95 years was held at the Church of the Holy Cross in 2010 

on Akdamar Island in Lake Van, Turkey 



The re-consecration of St. Giragos, a 14th-century church in Diyarbakir, Turkey 



The Genocide Memorial in Yerevan, Armenia 







Armenia 

• Armenia is a landlocked nation of 3 million. 

• It was the first nation in the world to adopt Christianity as 

its state religion in 301 CE. 

• It has borders with Turkey, Iran, Azerbaijan and Georgia. 

• Nagorno-Karabakh is officially part of Azerbaijan but has 

been under control of local ethnic Armenian forces and the 

Armenian military since an uneasy truce in 1994. 

• There is a global Armenian diaspora of approximately 7 

million people. 



Pope Francis releases doves at the Khor Virap monastery in the shadow 

of Mount Ararat during his 2016 visit to Armenia 



Pope Francis at the Yerevan Memorial:  “May God protect the memory of the 

Armenian people.  Memory should never be watered down or forgotten. 

Memory is the source of peace and the future.” 



The Monument to Humanity in Kars, Turkey 











In 2016, the German Bundestag passed a resolution declaring the killings of 

1915 a genocide and acknowledging the Germany as an ally of the Ottoman 

Empire did nothing to stop the genocide.  11 MPS of Turkish ethnicity voted  

for the resolution in Cem Ozdemir, co-chairman of Germany’s Green Party 



President Erdogan suggested the MPS should be given a  

blood test to “see what kind of Turks they are.” 



Turkey Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu:  “The way to close the dark pages 

in your own history is not by besmirching the history of other countries with 

irresponsible and groundless parliamentary decisions.” 



The mayor of 

Ankara tweeting a 

collage of the 

German Turkish 

MPS and charged 

that they had 

“stabbed us in the 

back.” 



Former French President Sarkozy meets with Recep Erdogan 



French Armenians demonstrate in support of recognizing the genocide: 

France has an Armenian population of approximately 500,000 



Amal Clooney unsuccessfully argued before the European Court of 

Human Rights that that the Swiss conviction of Turkey’s Patriot Party leader 

Dogu Perincek for racial discrimination should be upheld.  Perincek had 

claimed the “Armenian genocide is a great international lie.” 



Turkish Canadians and Armenians Canadians are separated by the 

Peace Power during Armenian Genocide Remembrance Day demonstrations 

On April 25, 2016.  Canada official recognized the killings as genocide in 2004. 



Montreal resident Knar Yemenidjian, the last Canadian survivor  

the genocide, died in 2017 at the age of 2017 









Commemorating the 99th anniversary of the genocide in Los Angeles 



Plans for a genocide memorial in Pasadena 



A recent Starbucks ad 

of women in 

traditional Armenian 

garb dancing beneath 

Turkish flags did not 

go down well with Los 

Angeles area 

Armenian-Americans 





Obama’s UN 

ambassador 

Samantha Power, 

had come to his 

attention through 

her academic book 

on American 

foreign policy and 

20th century 

genocide 










