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Virginia Aksan CNH 602 x23541     Tutorial Section____________ 
Office Hours Mondays 1-3pm      TA name:_________________ 
vaksan@mcmaster.ca       TA email____ _____________ 

 
 

History 2HH3/Religious Studies 2FF3 
MEDITERRANEAN ENCOUNTERS 1500-1800  

Term II 2009/10 (January-April) 
Monday-Wednesday 11:30-12:20 

 
This course is designed to introduce students to the idea of the “Mediterranean” as a 
historical region of immense cultural significance, in an era when religious, political and 
social turmoil indelibly marked the future course of world history.  Organized 
thematically, it is overtly and distinctly comparative east and west.  We will concentrate 
largely on Spain, France, Venice and the Ottoman Empire, and topics will include 
mapping, seas, empires, religious worldviews, warfare, and social interaction in a multi-
cultural, multi-ethnic environment.  Students should come away with a sense of the rich 
diversity of Mediterranean history in the pre-industrial age.   
 
Resources (available in Titles) 
 
Daniel Goffman, The Ottoman Empire and early Modern Europe (Cambridge, 2002) 
Beat Kümin, ed., The European World 1500-1800 (Routledge, 2009)  
Courseware reader: V. Aksan, History 2HH3/relig Studies 2FF3 (contents at end of 

outline) 
 
Recommended for background reading 
 
Malise Ruthven: Islam: A Very Short Introduction on reserve (Mills) 
 
Breakdown of marks: 
 

Participation in tutorial       20% 
 Class test (February 24)       20% 
 Essay (March 24 in class)       30% 

Final exam (TBA by Registrar)     30% 
 
Reminders: 
  
Attendance is half the battle - Keep up with the readings!  Do not be afraid to ask 
questions.  Your teaching assistant is your best guide to the course.  Attend the tutorials; 
engage in the discussion. There is a lot to absorb and you will not be able to do it the 
week before the class test or the final exam.  That is your part of the learning contract, a 
part no lecture or lecturer can replace.   
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We will not accept any assignment in electronic form. Period. Assignments should be 
submitted on time.  Late assignments will be penalized 3% per day (including 
weekends.) Students are advised to retain a photocopy of each essay they submit, and to 
keep all research notes for their essays. History essays will be marked for clarity of 
writing, grammar, and organization, in addition to content and analysis.   
 
E-mail Communication 
 
It is the policy of the McMaster University History Department that all e-mail 
communication between students and instructors (including TAs) must originate from 
their official McMaster University e-mail accounts. This policy protects 
the confidentiality and sensitivity of information and confirms the identities 
of both the student and instructor. History Department instructors will delete 
messages that do not originate from McMaster e-mail accounts 
 
ELM Website 
Access to ELM is through your McMaster email account. Students should be 
aware that, when they access the electronic components of this course, private 
information such as first and last names, user names for the McMaster e-mail accounts, 
and program affiliation may become apparent to all other students in the same course. 
The available information is dependent on the technology used. Continuation in this 
course will be deemed consent to this disclosure. 
 
Submission of Course Work: 
 
Students are advised to retain a photocopy of each essay they submit, and to keep all 
research notes for their essays. History essays will be marked for clarity of writing, 
grammar, and organization, in addition to content and analysis.   
 
I will not accept any assignment in electronic form. Period. Essays should be submitted 
on time.  Permission to submit a late assignment is entirely at the discretion of the 
instructor and, except in exceptional instances, a penalty will be imposed (3% per day). 
 

With a documented excuse the late penalty may be reduced or waived. No assignment 
will be accepted once all the others have been graded and returned. Prompt notification in 
writing is essential if exceptional circumstances timely completion of course 
requirements. Students that need special accommodations should make prior arrangement 
with the Centre for Student Development and the course instructor. 
 
Academic Dishonesty 
 
“Academic dishonesty consists of misrepresentation by deception or by other fraudulent 
means and can result in serious consequences, e.g. the grade of zero on an assignment, 
loss of credit with a notation on the transcript (notation reads: “Grade of F assigned for 
academic dishonesty”), and/or suspension or expulsion from the university. 
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It is your responsibility to understand what constitutes academic dishonesty.  For 
information on the various kinds of academic dishonesty please refer to the Academic 
Integrity Policy, specifically Appendix 3, located at 
http://www.mcmaster.ca/univsec/policy/AcademicIntegrity.pdf 
 
The following illustrates only three forms of academic dishonesty: 

1. Plagiarism, e.g. the submission of work that is not one’s own or for which 
other credit has been obtained.  

2. Improper collaboration in group work.  
3. Copying or using unauthorized aids in tests and examinations. 

 
 
Lectures and tutorials (By week)  
 
January 4, 6:  Introduction: Definitions, Chronologies, Mapping the Mediterranean 
 

Lecture readings: Kümin pp. 1-30; Ringrose 
 No tutorials this week 

 
January 11, 13:  Trading Worlds    
   
 Lecture readings:  Goffman, pp. 1-26 
 Tutorial readings: Kasaba/Tilly; Horden/Purcell 
 
January 18, 20: Religious Worldviews  

Catholicism, the Reformation and Islam 
   
 Lecture readings: Kümin, 87-127; Goffman, 27-54 
 Tutorial readings: Matar 
 
January 25, 27: Religious Interactions & Encounters  
  

Lecture readings: Kümin, 128-48; Goffman, 131-64 
 Tutorial readings: Mayraz  
 
February 1, 3: Mediterranean Lives Across the Divide  
 
 Lecture readings: Kümin, 151-60; Goffman, 165-88  
 Tutorial readings: Davis, 1-17 (Introduction) 
 
February 8, 10: Mediterranean Lives, cont. 
  
 Lecture readings: Kümin, 161-72; 215-24 
 Tutorial readings: Davis, 175-91 (on the French) 
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February 15, 17:   Mid-term Recess 
 
February 22: Rulers and Ruled: Elites & Notables  
  
 Lecture readings: Goffman, 59-92; Kümin, 241-59 
 Tutorial readings: Davis, 125-36 (on the Ottomans) 
 
February 24: In Class Test 
 
March 1, 3: Rulers & Ruled: Negotiations 
 
 Lecture readings: Kümin 281-91; Goffman, 93-127 

Tutorial readings: Davis, 175-91 (on the French) 
 
March 8, 10: The Contested Sea   
 
 Lecture readings: (Re)read Ringrose 

Tutorial readings: Hess  
 

March 15-17: The Seventeenth Century Crisis 
 
 Lecture readings: Kümin, 292-312; Goffman 192-225  
 Tutorial readings: Salzmann 
 
March 22: No class 
 
 Tutorials: Preparation of essays 
 
March 24:  Essay due IN CLASS – no lecture 
 
March 29-31:  Continuities and Change – 18th Century Challenges 
 The indicators of the modern 
  
 Lecture readings: Kümin, 315-335; Goffman 227-234 
 Tutorial readings: Review Horden/Purcell 
 
April 5-7: General Review & Discussion 
 
 No lecture readings and no tutorials this week 
  
Final exam: to be scheduled by the Registrar  
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Courseware Contents 
 
 
Davis, James C., ed. Pursuit of Power: Venetian Ambassadors’ Reports  on Turkey, 
France and Spain in the Age of Philip II  (Harper & Row, 1970), pp. 1-17, 125-36; 175-
91.  
 
Hess, Andrew C. “The Battle for Lepanto and its Place in Mediterranean History,” Past 
and Present 57 (1972), 53-73.  
 
Hordon, Peregrine and Nicholas Purcell, “‘Frogs Round a Pond:’ Ideas of the 
Mediterranean,” in The Corrupting Sea: A Study of Mediterranean History (Blackwell, 
2000)  7-25  
 
Kasaba, Reşat, "By Compass and Sword!" Middle East Report 178 (Sept. Oct.1992), 
6-10.  
 
Matar, Nabil I., “Renaissance England and the Turban,” Chapter Two of David Blanks, 
ed., Images of the Other (Cairo, 1997), 39-54. ISBN 9774243889 
 
Mayraz, Eitay, “Place and Space in the Mediterranean: The (Mental) Map of a Pilgrim in 
the Holy Land,” Mediterranean Historical Review 19 (2004), 25-33.   
 
Ringrose, David R. Expansion and Global Interaction, 1200-1700 (Longman, 2001), pp. 
29-62.  ISBN 0321011252 
 
Salzmann, Ariel. “ A Traveloque Manqué?” in Adnan A. Husain and K. E. Fleming, A 
Faithful Sea: The Religious Cultures of the Mediterranean (Oxford, 2007), 149-72. ISBN 
9781851684960  
 
Tilly, Charles "Europe of Columbus & Bayazid," Middle East Report 178 (Sept.-Oct. 
1992), 2-5.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


