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Course description 

The slaves in the British Caribbean had high expectations of freedom. 

They hoped that it would give them, amongst others, the vote and 

control over their time and labour. This course explores the extent to 

which these and other expectations of freedom were realised in the 

period between the abolition of slavery in 1838 and independence in the 

early 1960s. It examines in some detail the various factors inside and 

outside the region that impacted on the ability of the former slaves 

and their descendants to fulfil their hopes of freedom, such as the 

legal and extra-legal constraints that sugar planters placed on the 

lives of their former slaves; a social hierarchy in which colour 

coincided with class; and the decline of the sugar industry. These and 

other obstacles, however, did not prevent the former slaves and their 

descendants from trying to realise their notion of freedom. Through 

such means as petitions, the formation of political organisations 

and unions, migration, and revolt, they contested the terms of their 

lived freedom. By exploring these means and the social, political and 

economic condition of the former slaves and their descendants, this 

course will try to debunk the myth that slave emancipation was a 

crowning achievement.  

 

Learning outcomes 

After completing the course students should:  

1. Be familiar with the main economic, social and political 

developments in the post-emancipation British Caribbean. 

2. Understand that freedom was a highly contested issue in the 

post-emancipation British Caribbean.  

3. Be able to describe and explain the methods used by the former 

slaves and their descendants to negotiate and contest the actual lived 

terms of freedom  

4. Be familiar with the main historical debates about the 

post-emancipation British Caribbean.  

5. Have enhanced their presentation skills and their ability to 

analyse and evaluate primary and secondary sources.  

 

Teaching programme  

The course is taught through two 2-hour seminars a week over nine 

weeks, one of which is largely structured around the use of primary 

sources. It proceeds in a chronological order, engages with key debates 

in the history of the post-emancipation Caribbean, and explores recent 

areas of research.  

Week 1: Setting the scene 

Week 2: Freedom in the immediate post-emancipation period 

Expectations of freedom 

The first taste of freedom 

Week 3: The development of an independent peasantry 

The 'flight from the estates'  

The problem of land  

Week 4: Further obstacles to freedom 



The decline of the sugar industry  

Indentured migration  

Week 5: A political watershed 

Morant Bay 

Crown colony government 

Week 6: Social tumult and reform 

Migration and other upheavals 

Social reform 

Week 7: Black power 

Racialism 

Race consciousness 

Week 8: Organising labour 

Class consciousness 

Labour riots  

Week 9: On the road to independence 

Independence from below 

Independence from above  

Week 10: Independence and thereafter 

>From West India Federation to independence 

Independence = Freedom?   

 

Seminars 

The seminars in weeks 2 and 3 provide the framework for the rest of the 

course. They set out the slaves' notion of freedom and show that in 

years immediately following the abolition of freedom the ex-slaves 

quickly learned that they would not be able to realise that notion 

without struggle. One of the two seminars in weeks 4 till 9 consists of 

a Discussion Paper (DP). Two people prepare a 1,000 word answer to a 

set question (which is also an essay question) and devise 3 discussion 

questions that they want the group to discuss.  They email the paper on 

the Thursday preceding the seminar to the rest of the group. One 

student is nominated by the tutor as the principal respondent. The 

seminar starts with a brief presentation of the DP (do not out what has 

been emailed!!) followed by the principal respondent's views on 

the paper which will be circulated to the rest of the students in the 

seminar (bullet-point handout). After this, the rest of the students 

are asked to give their views on the DP and there will be a general 

discussion of the 3 questions. The aim of the DP is to review the state 

of debate on a particular issue and single out areas for further 

research. The other seminar in weeks 4-9 explores issues that are 

related to but not the same as the DP and centre largely around primary 

sources, ranging from extracts from newspapers and biographies to 

novels and photographs. The sources will be handed out by the tutor 

either before or during the seminar.     

 For each seminar, including the ones that contain a DP, you are 

asked to read at least 2 titles from the reading list. As relatively 

little work has been done on the post-emancipation British Caribbean, 

most of the titles listed are not monographs but articles in journals 

and edited collections. Most titles should be on Key Texts but if you 

experience any difficulties getting hold of literature, let me know 

asp. !  To help you in your reading I have listed for each seminar some 

key questions and/or focus points. You are, however, strongly 

encouraged to bring you own questions for discussion to class. If you 

feel that you are not familiar enough with the history of the Caribbean 

to understand the reading set for the individual seminars, you may want 

to read alongside a survey text on Caribbean history mentioned in the 

first section of the reading list.  



 

 

Practicalities 

Seminar attendance is essential and compulsory. If you cannot make it 

to a seminar, please contact me in advance or as soon as possible after 

the seminar, by email or phone. If you have missed handouts or sources, 

pick it up from a box marked 'struggle for freedom' in a cabinet on the 

first floor of Vanbrugh.  

 

Assessment   

Assessed work:  

Paper 1: a three-hour document-based closed exam in the summer term 

Paper 2: a 5,000 word essay which is based on a choice of themes 

discussed in the course. Essay questions are mentioned below but you 

may devise your own question. To be submitted in week 6 of the summer 

term.  

 

Procedural work:  

1,000 word document analysis to be submitted in class on Wednesday 9 

November.  

1,000 word document analysis to be submitted in class on Wednesday 7 

December. 

 

N.B.s:  

1: There will be a tutorial to discuss your procedural work in weeks 6 

+ 10 

2: There will be a tutorial in January to discuss your essay question.  

3: You are strongly encouraged to consult me during my office hours in 

the spring term for document analysis revision and to discuss the 

progress of your essays.  

4: Although the literature mentioned in the reading list should enable 

you to write your essays and prepare for the exam, you may want to find 

additional literature. This bibliographical tool is useful 

http://tlvlbs.leidenuniv.nl:8080/IMPLAND=Y/SRT=YOP//LNG=EN//DB=1.6/ 

Also check the Royal Historical Society's bibliographical tool at: 

http://www.rhs.ac.uk/bibl/dataset.asp 

 

Week 1: Setting the scene  

This introductory seminar first of all sets out what we mean by the 

British Caribbean. It then moves on to briefly discuss the system of 

slavery in this region as this is crucial in understanding the slaves' 

notion of freedom which will be discussed in the next seminar. And it 

finishes by setting out the aims and content of the course and 

allocating presentations.  

 

Week 2:  Freedom in the immediate post-emancipation period  

Seminar 1: Expectations of freedom  

The 1833 Abolition of Slavery Act put in place the Apprenticeship 

System, a system which aimed to turn the slaves into free wage 

labourers and their owners into fair employers. During this four-year 

period (August 1834-August 1838), the ex-slaves articulated ideas of 

freedom. Using statements made by apprentices, we will try in this 

seminar to list the various attributes of the apprentices' notion 

freedom in order of importance. Read at least two works from the 

section 'Apprenticeship System'. If possible, read the Marshall article 

as it gives a nice overview of the notion of freedom, while 

http://tlvlbs.leidenuniv.nl:8080/IMPLAND=Y/SRT=YOP/LNG=EN/DB=1.6/
http://www.rhs.ac.uk/bibl/dataset.asp


the others address particular social and economic features of the 

System. Consider during your reading the question whether the 

apprentices' notion of freedom was a unique notion and the various 

factors that helped to shape it. 

 

 

Seminar 2: The first taste of freedom  

This seminar tries to set out some of the main problems that the ex-

slaves encountered in the first few years after freedom and demonstrate 

that they quickly realised that they had to fight in order to realise 

their dreams. 

Consider the following questions:  

. How well equipped were the ex-slaves for freedom?  

. To what extent did the ex-slaves rely on the missionaries to help 

them realise their dreams during the first few years? 

. What means other than missionary help did the ex-slaves use to 

fight planter oppression?  

. What freedom did the ex-slaveholders have in mind for the ex-

slaves and what methods did they use during the first ten years of 

freedom to realise this notion of freedom?  

. What, if anything, did the Colonial government do in the first 

decade of freedom to protect the ex-slaves' rights?  

 

Essay question: 'The planters' attitudes towards their apprentices 

indicated that they would not recognise their civil rights upon full 

freedom'. Do you agree, that although the planting class had accepted 

the Apprenticeship System it was never intend to make it a success and 

wanted to retain the old race relations in the island upon freedom?  

 

Week 3 The development of a peasantry  

 

Seminar 1:  The 'flight from the estates'   

While some historians have argued that the ex-slaves left the 

plantations as soon as possible after the termination of the 

Apprenticeship System, others have suggested that the so-called 'flight 

from the estates' was more protracted and also significantly differed 

from island to island.  This seminar examines this historical debate in 

some detail. W. K. Marshall has summarised the debate in his article 

'The post-slavery labour problem revisited'.  Read his article 

(handout) and at least two others from the list and consider the 

following questions:  

. Summarise the various stands in the debate.  

. How representative are accounts of the 'flight from the estates' 

that concentrate on the bigger islands in the Caribbean?  

. To what extent does the use of primary sources explain the 

various stands taken in the debate? (we look at some sources regarding 

the labour issue in the next seminar)  

. Do you think that historians from outside the Caribbean will 

approach the question of the 'flight from the estates' differently from 

those within the region?  

. What do you think of Marshall's agenda for future research?  

  

Marshall's article was written in the 1990s. Try to find one article or 

book that addresses the 'flight from the estates' (as either a central 

or side topic) and write down in +/- 10 lines why you think this title 

should be added to the reading list. N.B. you don't need to read this 

piece to do this exercise!!  



Seminar 2: The problem of land   

The possibility to leave the estates was closely associated with the 

availability of land. Various scholars have argued that landownership 

was prime amongst the ex-slaves' hopes and dreams of freedom. In this 

seminar, we will first, through the use of some sources, assess how 

easy it was for the ex-slaves to obtain the land that would provide 

them with their autonomy. We then go on to explore the attitudes of the 

ex-slaves towards land in more detail, in particular their ideas about 

land inheritance, which were informed by various factors. The latter 

issue has been extensively addressed by anthropologists in recent 

decades, such as Jean Besson and Sidney Mintz. Try reading one of these 

anthropological studies and at least another text on the Afro-Caribbean 

peasantry in the immediate post-emancipation period. Consider these 

questions:  

. According to Sidney Mintz, Caribbean slaves were 'proto-

peasants'. What does he mean by this and do you find his idea 

persuasive?  

. How useful is the term 'peasant' for the immediate post-

emancipation period?  

. Why was land ownership so crucial for the ex-slaves?  

. How does this desire for land and the ability to achieve it 

compare to that of the lower classes in Britain at the time?  

. What do you know about the practices used to pass on land in the 

Afro-Caribbean communities after freedom and what do think of them?  

 

Sources: Extracts from the 1842 Select Committee on the West Indies 

Colonies; W. G. Sewell, The ordeal of Free Labour in the British West 

Indies (1861).  

  

Essay question: How did planters in the 1840s and 1850s try to prevent 

a flight from the plantations in order to solve the problem of 

obtaining continuous labour and how successful were they in their 

attempts? 

 

Week 4 Further obstacles to freedom.  

Seminar 1: The decline of sugar industry   

In most islands in the British Caribbean, the economy during slavery 

depended on the production of sugar. After 1838, the sugar industry 

quickly declined which led to some fierce taken by planters to combat a 

marked decline in their economic status. The DP sets out the factors 

for the decline in the 1840s and 1850s, indicates the measures that the 

planters took to prevent a further decline of the sugar industry, other 

than encouraging the migration of people from Africa and India, and how 

these affected the former slaves. The decline of the sugar industry 

features extensively in surveys of the post-emancipation Caribbean. 

Start your reading with one or two of these works and then read some 

works on the impact of the measures taken by planters on the Afro-

Caribbean population. 

While reading, think about the DG questions and also about the 

following:  

. How effective were the methods adopted by the planters?  

. Who was the Imperial Government's main concern in the 1840s and 

1850s: the planters or the ex-slaves?  

 

 

 

 



Seminar 2: Indentured migration  

Many planters believed that immigration was the solution to their 

labour and hence profitability problem. In several colonies, planter-

led governments legislated for migration from India and Africa. 

Historians have largely concentrated on the question why Jamaica did 

not opt for immigration as a means to save the sugar industry. This 

seminar is not concerned with the planters' reasons in favour of or 

against immigration, however, but with the question what impact the 

sharply divided societies that emerged as a result of the immigration 

had on the former slaves and how the ex-slaves responded to the 

immigration. The seminar does not concentrate only on the first wave 

of migration but also on later waves.  Most of the studies on 

immigration are more concerned with the experiences of the immigrants 

than with the impact of immigration on the host communities. It is 

possible, however, to find information in the studies mentioned in the 

reading list (and also in some surveys) to find responses from the ex-

slaves to the migration and the motives underpinning them. Especially 

useful for this seminar's main question is the work by Monica Schulers. 

While reading hers and other work, try to provide a brief (1/2 page ) 

summary of the migration  (how many came, from where, and where did 

they go etc) and then list by means of bullet points the main 

(direct/indirect) effects that the migration had on the 

ex-slaves. In the seminar we will discuss your summaries and lists and 

we will also try to account for the lack of historical attention to the 

main question by looking at some primary sources about migration.   

 

Sources: extracts from Henry Kirke, Twenty-Five years in British Guiana 

1872-1897 (1948); W. G. Sewell, The ordeal of free labour in the 

British West Indies (1861).   

 

Essay Questions:    

* Would you agree that the set of measures taken by the sugar planters 

in the 1840s and 1850s to prevent a further decline of the sugar 

industry was as much triggered by a concern about their social as about 

their economic status?  

* Focussing on either Trinidad or Guyana, explain how the immigration 

of people from the Indian subcontinent and East Africa enabled planers 

to control their Afro-Caribbean labourers.  

 

 

Week 5 A political watershed  

 

Seminar 1: Morant Bay  

In 1865 a rebellion broke out in Morant Bay, a town in the Northwest of 

Jamaica which caused the death of many whites and led to the 

imprisonment and execution of large numbers of Afro-Jamaicans.  

Historians have generally presented the rebellion as the culmination of 

decades of discontent. In this seminar we will explore the long-term 

and short-term factors behind the rebellion and assess its immediate 

aftermath. The sources that we will use, demonstrate most clearly that 

by 1865 the ex-slaves had come nowhere near the realisation of their 

dream of freedom. One of the most detailed accounts of the rebellion is 

Gad Heuman's The Killing Time. The rebellion has also been discussed in 

articles and as part of surveys. As the sources that we will examine 

explore the motives underpinning the rebellion,  concentrate in 

your reading in particular on the aftermath of the event, which is 

often termed the governor Eyre affair. Various scholars have argued 



that Morant Bay constitutes in watershed in not only the political 

history of the Caribbean but also the history of race in this country.  

Do you agree with that the governor Eyre affair reflects a change in 

racial ideas? Also reflect during your reading on the question whether 

the rebellion was unavoidable.  

 

Sources: Extracts from Edward Underhill's The Tragedy of Morant Bay 

(1895); W. G. Sewell, The Ordeal of Free labour in the British West 

Indies (1861). 

 

 

Seminar 2: Crown Colony government 

The Morant Bay rebellion convinced the Imperial government that if the 

colonies continued to be led by the white planting class, reforms would 

not be forthcoming and more events similar to Morant Bay would occur. 

Not longer after the rebellion, it therefore replaced the 

representative government by a crown colony government in most islands. 

This seminar sets out the differences between the two forms of 

government. The DP addresses the question whether this change 

facilitated the realisation of ex-slaves' dream of freedom by weighing 

the pros and cons of Crown colony government from 1865 till the turn of 

the century.  Most surveys describe the change and explain what is 

meant by Crown colony government. Read a few of those and then read 

some of the detailed studies on the change in government. Consider 

the following in addition to the DP questions:  

. How did the ex-slaves respond to the change in government?  

. And how the planting class?  

. Thus far few studies have analysed the change and have focussed 

more on the officials implanting the change than its impact on the 

Afro-Caribbean population. If you were to undertake a study on this 

topic, what aspect would you like to explore and why? and sources could 

you use for such a project? Write your answer down on 1/2 a page and 

bring it to class.  

 

Essay questions:  

. 'Morant Bay was nothing more than a local revolt'. Is this a fair 

assessment?  

. Did the change in government following the Morant Bay rebellion 

bring the ex-slaves' ideal of freedom nearer?   

 

Week 6 Social tumult and reform  

 

Seminar 1: Migration and other upheavals  

From the late nineteenth century onwards many Afro-Caribbean men and 

women moved within and outside of the Caribbean in order to improve 

their lives. In this seminar, we want to trace the patterns of 

migration (how many, from where and where to) from the late nineteenth 

century till the Second World War. On the basis of your readings (one 

of which is a handout on trends in Caribbean migration), summarise this 

pattern in 1 age and bring this to class. The first part of the seminar 

sets out the pattern of migration based on your summaries and discusses 

the so-called pull, push and facilitating factors underpinning it. To 

find these factors,  it is important that you read up on the socio-

economic conditions in the island (in surveys + economic studies) at 

the time. This is also essential for the second part of 

the seminar which looks at another important social upheaval at the 

time: 



the outbreak of various religious cults. These were the most  prominent 

in Jamaica. We will look at some sources associated with the cult of 

Bedwardism.  

Consider the following:  

. What factors explain the various outburst of religious fanaticism 

in the region in the late 19th and early 20th centuries?  

. How should we interpret them?  

. Did those who migrate realise the 'freedom dream'? 

. And what impact did their movement have on the realisation of the 

dream for those who stayed behind?    

 

Sources:  extract from Claude McKay's Banana Bottom, B Pullen-Berrry, 

Ethiopia in Exile (1905);  A.A. Brooks, History of Bedwardism (1917), 

J. J. Williams, Voodoos and Obeahs: phases of West India Witchcraft 

(1932).  

 

Seminar 2: Social reform  

A wave of social reform followed the change to Crown Colony government. 

Some social reforms brought the ex-slaves' notion of freedom nearer, 

such the building of more schools and the cancellation of school fees, 

while others did little to facilitate its realisation. The DP examines 

either changes in the criminal system or attempts by the government to 

alter the sexual behaviour of the black population and poses the 

question whether these facilitated ad/or hindered the realisation of 

the ex-slaves' dream of freedom. Most of the surveys mention social 

reform.  Start with one or several surveys and then read two or three 

studies on social reform, one of which should address the topic of the 

DP. Consider the following:  

* To what extent did the colonial government take the culture of the 

local population into account when it embarked on specific areas of 

social reform? 

 

* Why did local churches support most of the government's social reform 

projects?  

* Can you detect any differences in the reaction of the Afro-Caribbean 

to social reform in terms of class or skin colour? If so, what does 

this tell us?  

 

 

Essay questions:  

. To what extent did the criminal justice system enable the 

planters to coerce and control the labour of the ex-slaves and their 

descendants?  

.  Colonial governments were not only concerned to control the 

labour of the ex-slaves and their descendants but also their sexual 

behaviour. Describe the methods that they used and explain the motives 

underpinning their attempts.     

 

 

Week 7 Black power  

 

Seminar 1: racialism  

During slavery, a small number of whites occupied the highest rung of 

the Caribbean society, while free coloureds formed the middle strata in 

this society, and the blacks slaves were firmly placed at the bottom. 

This 'colour hierarchy' remained intact after emancipation and 

increasingly became a class hierarchy. Thus most  of the dark-skinned 



Afro-Caribbean people who were engaged in unskilled or semi-skilled 

work were at the bottom, while most light-skinned Afro-Caribbean people 

occupied the middle rungs and were small farmers or professionals. At 

the same time, the colour prejudice within the Afro-Caribbean became 

stronger. Shops owned by light-skinned people, for example, refused to 

employ dark-skinned girls. The DP describes and explains these and  

various other forms of white-on-black and black-on-black discrimination 

in place in the region between Morant Bay and the labour rebellions of 

the 1930s and tries to assess, if possible, if colour discrimination 

increased or decreased over time. Although colour prejudice is one of 

the most striking features of the region in the post-emancipation, few 

scholars have explored the forms of racialism in detail. It is 

mentioned in works on some of the region's race thinkers and 

also in some surveys. To prepare for this seminar, then, you will have 

to pierce together information from a wide range of materials. While 

reading, reflect on the following questions:  

. Make a list of the forms of colour prejudice that you have come 

across in your reading.  

. How does this compare to the U.S. at the time? 

. Which form of colour discrimination has received more attention 

in your reading: white-on-black or black-on-black discrimination? And 

why?   

. Why have thus far no detailed studies been published on colour 

discrimination? 

. Try to find, by using various means, one article/chapter/book on 

racialism that you want to see included on the reading list (you don't 

have to read this text, just provide the reference and explain why you 

think it may be useful).  

 

Seminar 2: race consciousness  

As a result of the importance attached to white skin, many Afro-

Caribbean people tried to 'whiten' their offspring by marrying lighter. 

It was not until the early twentieth century before this and other 

forms of colour prejudice within the Afro-Caribbean community was 

criticised. Marcus Garvey, one of the most important Afro-Caribbean 

race thinkers, followed in the footsteps of J. J. Thomas , Edward 

Blyden and other late nineteenth race thinkers who tried to instil in 

people of African descent a pride in their African heritage. In this 

seminar we want to explore the extent to which Garvey drew upon earlier 

thinkers, set out his main ideas about the black race, and assess the 

methods that he proposed to enable black Caribbean people to advance in 

society. Although the seminar concentrates on Garvey, it is worthwhile 

to read up on other Afro-Caribbean race thinkers and see how their 

ideas compare with those of Garvey. Garvey's Universal Negro 

Improvement Association and his philosophy have been subject of many 

studies (main author is Tony Martin).Try to read at least one text on 

other race thinkers/race theories and at least two on Garvey. Then 

consider the following:  

. Contemporaries and scholars have often portrayed Garvey as either 

a 'black fascist' or a 'black Moses'. Which of these do you think 

provides the fairest assessment of Garvey?  

. What made the UNIA, the largest black movement in history, 

possible? 

. How well-received were Garvey's ideas in the Caribbean at the 

time?  

. How does this compare to the United States?  



. Garvey, Blyden, J. J. Thomas and others proposed 'black 

nationalism' as the means to achieve the ex-slaves' dream of freedom. 

Describe what is meant by this term and indicate whether this was a 

viable project at the time?       

 

Sources: Extracts from works by Marcus Garvey, Edward Blyden, and J.J. 

Thomas.  

 

Essay questions:  

. 'Skin colour was the most important determinant of social status 

in the post-emancipation Caribbean'. Discuss.   

. What impact did his stay in the United States have on Garvey's 

ideas about the realisation of the ex-slaves' dream of freedom?  

 

Week 8 Organising Labour 

Seminar 1: Class consciousness  

The Afro-Caribbean population in the post-emancipation period was not a 

homogenous population. It was fractured along lines of wealth, colour, 

and occupation. This seminar explores the class divisions within the 

Afro-Caribbean community and asks when, why, and how the various 

classes within the Afro-Caribbean population began to defend their 

interests. The DP describes and explains the rise of a middle-lass 

consciousness. In the seminar we want to compare this to the emergence 

of a working-class consciousness. To this successfully, your reading 

will have to address the rise of both a middle-class and working-class 

consciousness. Consider the following questions besides those set for 

the DG:  

. Did the class divisions within the Afro-Caribbean population form 

an obstacle to the realisation of the ex-slaves' notion of freedom? 

. What forms did working-class consciousness take? 

. What impact, if any, did the labour movement in the metropolitan 

society have on the rise of a working-class consciousness  

. Did class not largely conflate with race in the period 1865-WWII?  

 

 Seminar 2: Labour riots  

The decline of the sugar industry in the late nineteenth century 

affected plantation workers as well as many other lower-class Afro-

Caribbean men and women. Their economic status declined even further 

with the outbreak of the world depression in 1929. To improve their 

condition, lower-class people resorted to a wide range of methods, 

including rioting. In various islands riots broke out in 1937 and 1938. 

An inquiry by the Imperial government aimed to assess the reasons 

behind the riots. In this seminar, we want to unravel the long-term and 

short-term factors that caused the riots by examining some eyewitness 

accounts of the Barbados and Jamaica riots. The labour riots have been 

described in most overviews and in studies on the Caribbean working 

class (mentioned for the foregoing seminar). Read at least three 

studies on the labour movement and labour riots in the 1930s and think 

about the following :  

. What were the short-term factors behind the riots?  

. And the long-term?  

. How 'spontaneous' or 'planned' were the riots?  

 

Sources: extracts from The West India Commission Report (1945)  and 

W.A. Beckles, The Barbados Disturbances (1937); W. J. Makin, Caribbean 

Nights 



(1939); W. M. MacMillan, Warning from the West Indies a tract for 

Africa and the empire (1936).    

 

Essay question:   

. For either the middle class or the working class, describe and 

explain the rise of a class consciousness.   

.  Why were working-class movements in the 1930s more militant than 

their predecessors?  

 

Week 9 On the road to independence  

Seminar 1: Independence from below  

The labour riots played an important role in putting the islands on the 

road to independence. The DP assesses this role. In this seminar, 

however, we also want to explore other Afro-Caribbean calls for a 

change in the constitutional status of the islands before and after the 

riots broke out. 

We will do this by discussing the various Afro-Caribbean plans for a 

different relationship between colonies and motherland  in the period 

1918-1962 that we have come across in the reading and also by looking 

at a source in which an Afro-Jamaican woman articulated her views on 

the intricate relationship between gender, race, class and empire. To 

prepare yourself for this seminar, it is useful to read up on party 

formation in the islands. You can find this is some of the overviews, 

in particular Lewis's Growth of the Modern West Indies. In addition, go 

back to some of the texts listed for the last two seminars and explore 

what these say about the role of the riots in the process of 

independence and read some works from the section . Think about the 

following questions: 

. Make a list of the various plans put forward by Afro-Caribbean 

men and women to change the constitutional status of the island?  

. Do you see a change over time? And if so why?  

. Why are Afro-Caribbean calls for full independence so rare in the 

period 1918-62?  

. How popular was the idea of a federation of Caribbean islands 

amongst Afro-Caribbean people?  

 

Sources: Article by Amy Bailey in Public Opinion.   

 

Seminar 2: Independence from above 

Calls for a change in the constitutional status of the islands were 

increasingly made in the mother country in the interwar years, 

especially by Fabians and other members of the labour movement. The 

1930 labour riots convinced even more people that the welfare of the 

colonies required such a change. The seminar tries to answer the 

question to what extent the metropole favoured independence by 

examining a 1936 proposal for a change in constitutional status of the 

islands and the recommendations in of the 1938 Commission that 

investigated the labour riots and also by discussing various 

others plans that were put forward between 1938-1962, including the 

West India Federation. This area has been little researched. You can 

find some information in the books listed for this and the previous 

seminar and also in surveys, such as Lewis' Growth of the Modern West 

Indies. Consider the following:  

. List the metropolitan plans for constitutional change that you 

have come across. 

. Did these plans take the socio-economic, political, and cultural 

realities of the islands into sufficient account?  



. How radical are these plans and how do they compare with those 

presented by Afro-Caribbeans?  

. Where do they fit in with regards to constitutional change in the 

British empire as a whole?  

 

 

Sources: West India Commission Report, 1936 plan for constitutional 

change.  

 

Essay questions:  

. 'It was more internal than external pressure that put the islands 

on the road to independence'. Do you agree with this assessment?   

. Describe the plan for a West India Federation and assess why both 

islanders and the metropolitan government favoured this change in 

constitutional status.  

 

Week 10 Independence and thereafter  

Seminar 1: From West India Federation to Independence 

After the Second World War, the Imperial government tried to implement 

the recommendations in the West India Commission Report. In the first 

part of the seminar we want to assess the extent to which the changes 

implemented in the late 1940s and early 1950s brought about 

improvements in the lives of Afro-Caribbean people, amongst others by 

looking a government report. The second part of the seminar looks at 

the West India Federation. This idea favoured by both the islanders and 

the imperial government was put in place in 1958 but died a quick 

death. The seminar tries to assess to what extent it was factors 

specific to the Caribbean that prevented the success of the 

West India Federation. To prepare for the seminar read up on the 

conditions in the islands in the 1940s and 1950s in general and the 

West India Federation in particular (for articles, see foregoing week). 

Think about the following: 

. Mention and explain the main improvements in the lives of the 

Afro-Caribbean people in the period.  

. Did these improvements temper Afro-Caribbean calls for far-

reaching change?    

. How united or divided were the various Afro-Caribbean political 

groupings in their response to metropolitan plans for independence?  

. Try to find one source that we can use in this seminar.  

 

 

Sources: Development and welfare in the west Indies (1951).  

 

Seminar 2: Independence =  Freedom?  

The West India Federation fell apart when the largest island Jamaica 

withdrew from the federation and declared itself independent in 1962. 

Trinidad and Barbados soon followed its example. By the end of the 

1960s, only few Caribbean islands remained dependent territories. In 

this seminar we want to explore whether the ex-slaves ideal of freedom 

was realized during independence. We will do this through the group 

presentations. The class is divided into three groups: Jamaica, 

Barbados, and Guyana. Each group gives a 20-minute presentation (with 

handouts) in which it sets out whether not independence realised the 

ex-slaves' freedom ideal. This is followed by a discussion in which we 

will first compare the three experiences of independence and then 

debate the question whether independence equalled freedom. We also want 

to use this session to revisit some of themes and issues raised in 



foregoing weeks. To prepare for your group presentation, read some of 

the general surveys on the modern Caribbean 

and look for relevant statistical information on 

http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/index.html 

The following is a link to various websites useful for Caribbean 

studies. You may find some relevant information on some of them: 

http://pw1.netcom.com/~hhenke/links.htm 

To find more literature for you project check this bibliographical 

source: 

http://tlvlbs.leidenuniv.nl:8080/IMPLAND=Y/SRT=YOP//LNG=EN//DB=1.6/ 

You may also want to look at some online newspapers to substantiate 

your views:  

The Daily Gleaner (Jamaica) , Barbados Advocate, Guyana Chronicle.  
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----------, 'The black middle class in 19th century Jamaica', in H. 

Beckles 

and V. Shepherd, eds., Caribbean Freedom: economy and society from 

emancipation to the present (1996), 284-295.  

H. Johnson, ed., The white minority in the Caribbean (1998) various 

articles.  

--------------  'The black experience in the British Caribbean in the 

twentieth century', in P.D. Morgan and S. Hawkins, ed, Black Experience 

and 

Empire (2004), 317-46.  

G. Richards, 'Race, Labour and Politics in Jamaica and St. Kitts, 1909-

1940: 

A comparative survey of the roles of the national club of Jamaica and 

the 

workers league of St. Kitts' in V. shepherd, ed., Working Slavery, 

Pricing 

Freedom: Perspectives from the Caribbean, African and the African 

Diaspora 

(2002), 502-23.  

--------------, 'Race, Class and Labour politics in colonial Jamaica 

1900-1934', in K. Monteith and G. Richards, eds., Jamaica in slavery 

and 

freedom: history, heritage and culture (2002), 340-62. 

K. Singh, Race and Class Struggles in a Colonial state: Trinidad 1917-

45 

(1994).  

 

Race consciousness  

O. N. Bolland, The Birth of Caribbean Civilization: A century of ideas 

about 

culture and identity, nation and society (2004) (discusses various race 

thinkers).  

D. Benn, The Caribbean: An intellectual history (2004)  

H. Ford-Smith, 'Making White ladies: Race, gender and the production of 

identities in late colonial Jamaica', Resources for Feminist research 

23, 4 

(1994-95), 55-67.  

J. Lumsden, 'A Forgotten Generation: Black politicians in Jamaica 

1884-1914', in B. Moore and S. Wilmot, eds., Before and After 1865 

(1998), 

112-22 

M. Sherwood, Pan-African History (2003) 

F. Smith, Creole Recitations: John Jacob Thomas and colonial formation 

in 

the late nineteenth-century Caribbean (2002).  

 



Garvey and the UNIA  

B. Bair, 'True Women, Real Men: Gender ideology and social roles in the 

Garvey movement', in D. O. Helly and S. Revering, ed., Gendered 

domains: 

rethinking public and private in women's history (1992), 154-66.  

Burning Spear, Marcus Garvey (CD, 1990) 

E. Cronon, Black Moses (1955). 

H. Ford-Smith, 'Unruly Virtues of the Spectacular: performing 

engendered 

nationalism in the UNIA in Jamaica', Interventions 6, 1 (2004), 18-44.  

R. Lewis and P. Bryan, eds., Garvey: His work and impact (1991) various 

articles.  

L. Mackie, The Great Marcus Garvey (1987) 

T. Martin, 'Marcus Garvey, the Caribbean, and the Struggle for Black 

Jamaican Nationhood', in H. Beckles and V. Shepherd, eds., Caribbean 

Freedom: economy and society from emancipation to the present (1996), 

359-69.  

-------------, Race First: the ideological and organisation struggles 

of 

Marcus Garvey and the UNIA (1976).  

--------------, The Pan-African connection (1984). 

A. McPherson, 'Colonial matriarchs: Garveyism, maternalism, and 

Belize's 

Black Cross Nurses, 1920-1952', Gender and History15, 3 (2003), 507-27.  

M. Sherwood, Pan-African History (2003) 

J. Stein, The World of Marcus Garvey (1986).  

M. Stephens, Black Empire: The masculine global imaginary of Caribbean 

intellectuals in the United States 1914-1962 (2005), chapters 3+4.  

W. Zips, Black Rebels: African-Caribbean freedom fighters in Jamaica 

(1999). 

 

 

Week 8: Organizing labour 

Class consciousness 

R. J. Alexander, History of Organised Labor in the English-speaking 

West 

Indies (2004).  

H. Beckles, Great House Rules: landless emancipation and workers' 

protest in 

Barbados 1838-1938 (2004) , chapter 5.  

M. Burrows, 'The Cloaking of a Heritage: The Barbados landship', in 

Heuman 

and Trotman, ed., Contesting Freedom, 215-234.  

O. N. Bolland, The Politics of Labour in the British Caribbean: The 

social 

origins of authoritarianism and democracy (2001).  

M. Cross and G. Heuman, ed., Labour in the Caribbean: From emancipation 

to 

independence (1988).  

B. L. Moore, 'Race, Class and Politics in Guyana 1891-1928' in B. Moore 

and 

S. Wilmot, eds., Before and After 1865 (1998). 

R. Reddock, Women, Labour and Politics in Trinidad and Tobago: A 

history 

(1994).  

G. Richards, 'Race, class and labour politics in colonial Jamaica 



1900-1934', in K. Monteith and G. Richards, eds., Jamaica in slavery 

and 

freedom: history, heritage and culture (2002). 

G. Richards, 'Race, Labour and Politics in Jamaica and St. Kitts, 1909-

1940: 

a comparative survey of the roles of the National Club of Jamaica and 

the 

Workers' league of St. Kitts' in V. shepherd, Working slavery, pricing 

freedom, 502-23. 

W. Rodney, A History of the Guyanese Working People, 1881-1905 (1981). 

K. Singh, Race and Class Struggles in a Colonial state: Trinidad 1917-

45 

(1994).  

C. Sutton, ed., Revisiting Caribbean labour (2005).  

 

Labour riots (much can also be found in previous section)  

R. Hart, Rise and organise: The birth of the workers and national 

movements 

in Jamaica 1936-39 (1989) 

---------, 'Labour Rebellions of the 1930s', in H. Beckles and V. 

Shepherd, 

eds., Caribbean Freedom: economy and society from emancipation to the 

present (1996), 370-75.  

T. C. Holt, The problem of Freedom, chapter 10.  

F. W. Knight, 'The Caribbean in the 1930s', in B. Brereton, ed., 

General 

History of the Caribbean: vol. V the Caribbean in the twentieth century 

(2004), 42-82. 

W. Arthur Lewis, 'The 1930s social revolution', in H. Beckles and V. 

Shepherd, eds., Caribbean Freedom: economy and society from 

emancipation to 

the present ( 1996), 376-91. 

K. Post, Arise Ye starvelings: the Jamaican labour rebellion of 1938 

and its 

aftermath (1978) 

 

Week 9: On the road to independence 

 

Independence from below 

A. Bogues, 'Nationalism and Jamaican political thought' in K. Monteith 

and 

G. Richards, eds., Jamaica in slavery and freedom (2002), 363-87.  

O. N. Bolland, Struggles for Freedom: Essays on slavery, colonialism 

and 

culture in the Caribbean and Central America (1997).  

G. Lewis, 'The Challenge of Independence in the British Caribbean', in 

H. 

Beckles and V. Shepherd, Caribbean Freedom (1996), 511-18.  

T. Martin, 'Vote for a woman: Audrey Jeffers and the 1936 entry of 

women 

into Trinidad politics', in B. Moore and S. Wilmot, eds, Before and 

After 

1865, 150-62.  

J. Millette, 'Decolonization, populist movement and the formation of 

new 

nations', in B. Brereton, General History of the Caribbean (2004), 174-

24.  



R. Nettleford, 'Manley and the Politics of Jamaica: towards an analysis 

of 

political change in Jamaica 1938-68', Social and Economic Studies 20, 3 

(1971).  

R. Reddock, 'Feminism, nationalism and the early women's movement in 

the 

English-speaking Caribbean', in Cudjoe, ed., Caribbean Women Writers: 

essays 

from the first International Conference (1990), 61-81.  

S. Ryan, Race and nationalism in Trinidad and Tobago: A study of 

decolonization in a multiracial society (1972).  

M. St. Pierre, Anatomy of resistance: anti-colonialism in Guyana 1823-

1966 

(2002).  

 

Independence from above 

M. Chamberlain, The Longman companion to European Decolonization in the 

twentieth century (1998).  

R. Harris, 'Making Leeway in the Leewards, 1929-1951: The negotiation 

of 

colonial development', Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth History 33, 

3 

(2005), 393-418.  

H. Johnson, 'The British Caribbean from demobilization to 

constitutional 

decolonization', in J. M. Brown, et all, The Oxford history of the 

British 

empire. Vol. 4 (1999), 597-622.  

F. W .Knight, The Caribbean: The genesis of fragmented nationalism 

(1978), 

chapter 7.  

J. Millette, 'Decolonization, populist movement and the formation of 

new 

nations', in B. Brereton, General History of the Caribbean (2004), 174-

224.  

 

Week 10: Independence and thereafter 

>From West India Federation to independence 

A. Bogues, 'Party politics, nationalism and federation: C.L. R. James 

and 

Caribbean politics 1958-60',  in Wilmot, ed.,  Before and After 1865.,. 

249-60.  

J. Connell, 'Britain's Caribbean colonies: the end of the era of 

decolonization', Journal of Commonwealth and comparative politics, 32 

(1994), 87-106.  

J. French, 'Colonial Policy towards women after the 1938 uprising: the 

case 

of Jamaica', in Wieringa, ed., Subversive Women (1995), 121-46.  

M. A. Johnson, '"To dwell together in unity": referendum on West Indian 

Federation, 1961', in S. Wilmot, ed., Before and after 1865 

J. Mordecai, Federation of the West Indies (1968)  

T. Munroe, The politics of constitutional decolonization: Jamaica 1944-

62 

(1972).  

H. Paget and C. Stone, eds., The Newer Caribbean: decolonization, 

democracy 

and development (1983).  



E. Wallace, 'The Break-up of the British West Indies Federation', in H. 

Beckles and V. Shepherd, eds., Caribbean Freedom: economy and society 

from 

emancipation to the present ( 1996), 455-75. 

 

Independence and Freedom  

E. Barriteau, 'Theorizing gender systems and the project of modernity 

in the 

twentieth-century Caribbean', Feminist Review 59 (summer 1998), 186-

210. 

-----------, ed., Caribbean sociology (2001) (various articles) 

C. Barrow, ed. Caribbean portraits: essays on gender ideologies and 

identities (1998).  

B. Brereton, ed., The Caribbean in the twentieth-century (2003).  

R. Cox-Alomar, 'Britain's withdrawal from the eastern Caribbean 1965-

67', 

Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth literature 31, 3 (2003), 74-106.  

P. Clegg, 'The development of the windward islands banana export 

trade', in 

S. Courtman, ed., Beyond the Blood, the Beach and the Banana (2004), 

242-255. 

I. L. Griffith, ed., Caribbean security in the age of terror (2004).  

R. S. Hillman, Understanding the contemporary Caribbean (2003).  

F. W. Knight, ed., The Modern Caribbean (1989)  

---------------------, Contemporary Caribbean cultures and societies in 

a 

global context (2005).  

M. Harrison, King Sugar: Jamaica, the Caribbean and the world sugar 

industry 

(2001).  

L. Linden, ed., The Culture of gender and sexuality in the Caribbean 

(2003). 

 

S. Mintz, Caribbean contours (1985).  

V. S. Naipaul, The Middle Passage (1963).  

J. A. Ocampo, ed.,  Globalization and Development: A Latin American and 

Caribbean perspective (2003),  

H. Paget and C. Stone, eds., The Newer Caribbean: decolonization, 

democracy 

and development (1983).  

S. Puri, The Caribbean postcolonial: Social equality, post-nationalism, 

and 

cultural hybridity (2004).  

J. Rogozinski, A Brief history of the Caribbean: From the Arawak and 

Carib 

to the present ( 2000)  

M. Sheller, Consuming the Caribbean: from Arawks to zombies (2003).  

 

D. Documents (including fiction):  

 

K. N. Bell and W. P. Morrell, Select Documents on British Colonial 

Policy 

1830-1860 (1968).  

P. Bryan and K. Watson, eds., Not for wages alone: Eyewitness summaries 

of 

the 1938 labour rebellion in Jamaica (2003).  

A. Clarke, The Polished Hoe (2002)  



A. Donnell and S. L . Web, The Routledge reader in Caribbean Literature 

(1996).  

M.M. Garvey, Philosophy and Opinions of Marcus Garvey (1967) 

A. Grimshaw, ed., The C.L.R. James Reader (1992).  

R. Hill, ed., The Marcus Garvey and Universal negro Improvement 

Association 

Papers, vol 1 and vol 7 (1983).  

C. L. R. James, The Life of Captain Cipriani: The case for West Indian 

self-government (1932)  

C.L.R. James, Beyond a Boundary (1963) 

W. Jekyll, Jamaican song and story: anancy stories, digging sings, ring 

tunes and dancing tunes (2005).  

E. Jenkins, Lutchmee and Dilloo (2003)  

F. Madden, ed. Select Documents on the Constitutional history of the 

British 

Empire and Commonwealth vol. 8 (2000).  

 


