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Contact Hours: 2   
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Place in degree programme:  For History BA, can only be taken with Locating China I; no other 

restrictions   

 

Prerequisites: nil 
 

Timetable:  See www.soas.ac.uk/timetable  Monday 3-5, Gordon Square 

 

Teaching methods and modes of learning: 2 hrs lectures/class 

 

Assessment:  Assessment will be by means of coursework; viz. one set of comments on two out 

of four passages (provided below), in 2,500 words total, and one 2,500 word essay on a body of 

writing about China in English, both assignments to be completed by 18 April 2008 (first Friday 

of term following teaching). 

 

Coursework submission procedures: 

Essays must be submitted to the Faculty Office in duplicate, accompanied by an essay 

submission Form by 4pm on the due date. A member of the Faculty Office will sign for your 

essay. Keep the bottom (pink) copy of the essay submission form as your receipt. If the Faculty 

Office has no record of an essay being submitted, it is your responsibility to prove that you 

submitted it, by producing the signed receipt.  Do not submit essays by email. 

 

Late submission of essays will be penalised by the loss of 2 percentage marks per working day.  

Please be aware that University of London regulations on plagiarism apply to all work submitted 

as part of the requirement for any examination.   

 

Coursework should be marked and returned not later than one calendar month after submission. If 

you have not received coursework back in reasonable time, contact the Faculty Office. 

 

Submissions of coursework to the Faculty Office are FINAL. No coursework will be returned to 

students for correction after it has been submitted to Faculty Office, even if the School deadline 

for MA coursework has not yet passed. 

 

For information regarding courses offered through other Faculties, please consult the appropriate 

Faculty Office. 

http://www.soas.ac.uk/timetable


 

Attendance Regulations: Students are strongly advised to attend all lectures and tutorials or 

seminars for the course.  Attendance is required for at least 50% of tutorials or seminars.  

Attendance registers will be maintained for these.  Students should notify their tutors or the 

Faculty Office in advance if they are unable to attend a tutorial for good reason.  Should two 

absences occur without explanation within any four week period, the tutor will inform the Faculty 

Office and a letter will be sent to the student with copies to his/her postgraduate tutor and to the 

Registry.  All absences are noted on student records. 

 

Lecture Programme: 

 

1. Perspectives - Orientalism and its aftermath 

 

2. The age of translations  

 

3. The age of admiration? 

 

4. Missionaries and mandarins 

 

5. Eastern Wisdom or Yellow Peril? 

 

6 Missionaries, Mr and Mrs  

 

7. The Misfits 

 

8. The age of education?  China at War 

 

9. The age of retrospection: China lost 

 

10 The student bookshelf: Cultural Revolution at the university 

 

Reading List 

 

For primary materials, ASK FOR ADVICE; below are some secondary studies. 

 

A   General Treatments, Approaches and Surveys 

 

Croll, Elisabeth, Wise Daughters from Foreign Lands.  London: Pandora Press, 1989 

 

Dawson, Raymond, The Chinese Chameleon.  Oxford University Press, 1967 

 

Jones, David Martin, The Image of China in Western Social and Political Thought.  

Basingstoke: Palgrave, 2001. 

 

Hsiao Ch‟ien, A Harp with a Thousand Strings.  London: Pilot Press, 1944 

 

Macfie, A. L., Orientalism: A Reader. Edinburgh University Press, 2000 



 

Mackerras, Colin, Sinophiles and Sinophobes.  Oxford University Press, 2000 

 

March, Andrew L., The Idea of China.  Newton Abbott: David and Charles, 1974 

 

Reichwein, Adolf, China and Europe.  London; Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1968 reprint 

 

Saussy, Haun, Great Walls of Discourse.  Harvard UP, 2001 

 

Said, Edward, Orientalism.  London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1978 

 

Spence, Jonathan, The Cham’s Great Continent. London: Allen Lane, 1999 

 

Steadman, John M., The Myth of Asia. London; Macmillan, 1969 

 

 

B   Bibliography 

 

Henri CORDIER 

Bibliotheca Sinica.  Paris: E. Guilmoto, 1904-8, P. Geuthner, 1922-4, and reprints 

 

Tung-li YUAN 

China in Western Literature.  New Haven: Yale University Press, 1958  

 

John LUST 

Western Books on China published up to 1850.  London: Bamboo Publishing, 1987 

 

C Specific Topics or Periods 

 

Medieval: 

Larner, John, Marco Polo and the Discovery of the World.  London: Yale UP, 1999 and 

Wood, Frances, Did Marco Polo go to China? London; Secker and Warburg, 1995, give 

brief accounts of Europe‟s most famous traveller to China; Stephen Haw, Marco Polo’s 

China (London: RoutledgeCurzon, 2005), is an answer to the latter book.   The Travels of 

Marco Polo and of „Sir John Mandeville‟ are both available in Penguin Classics.  Many 

other early sources on China are translated in Sir Henry Yule, Cathay and the Way 

Thither, two volumes, second edition, London: Hakluyt Society, 1915, though often more 

modern versions are available.  Peter Jackson and David Morgan have translated The 

Mission of Friar William of Rubruck, London: Hakluyt Society, 1990.  On Prester John, a 

good summary recently reprinted is Robert Silverberg, The Realm of Prester John, 

London: Phoenix Press, 2001.  

 

Sixteenth to Eighteenth Centuries 

Conant, Martha Pike, The Oriental Tale in England in the Eighteenth Century.  London: 

Frank Cass reprint, 1966. Still useful; despite the appearance of Ballaster,  Ros, Fabulous 



Orients: Fictions of the East in England, 1662-1785.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 

2005 

 

Ching, Julia, and Oxtoby, Willard, eds., Discovering China: European Interpretations in 

the Enlightenment. Rochester, NY: University of Rochester Press, 1992.  This reprints 

articles on intellectual responses to the first Christian missions, whereas   Hsia, Adrian, 

ed., The Vision of China in the English Literature of the Seventeenth and Eighteenth 

Centuries.  Hong Kong: Chinese University Press, 1998, looks more broadly at the 

literary impact.  D. E. Mungello, Curious Land: Jesuit Accommodation and the Origins 

of Sinology, Honolulu; University of Hawaii Press, 1985, is still the best single volume 

on Jesuit sinology. 

 

Porter, David.  Ideographia  Stanford University Press, 2001, covers various topics, 

including some of the reactions to the Chinese written language, for which see also 

Umberto Eco, The Search for the Perfect Language, London, Fontana Press paperback 

reprint, 1997.There is not much on China here, but it does provide the context in which 

the Chinese language was first discussed.  

 

 

Jonathan D. Spence, Chinese Roundabout.  New York: Norton, 1992.  The first part of 

this collection contains some useful essays on Western writing on China, e.g. a summary 

of the research of Rebecca Katz on the Peregrinations of F. Mendes Pinto (tr.  1653) – 

the China section of Pinto‟s work is also in C. D. Ley ed., Portuguese Voyages, 1498-

1668, London: Phoenix Press, 2000.  Charles R. Boxer, South China in the Sixteenth 

Century.  London: Hakluyt Society, 1953, goes back to the earliest surviving sources 

underlying composite works such as that by J. Gonzales de Mendoza (tr. 1588), and 

provides accurate, annotated translations.  J. S. Cummins, The Travels and Controversies 

of Friar Domingo Navarrete, in two volumes, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 

1962 is a disappointing partial edition of Navarrete, concentrating on his autobiography, 

not on China. 

 

Linda L. Barnes, Needles, Herbs, Gods, and Ghosts. Cambridge, MA: Harvard, 2005.  

This provides an illuminating account of Western knowledge of Chinese medicine to 

1848.   

 

Nineteenth Century 

 

Fan, Fa-ti, British Naturalists in Qing China.  Harvard University Press, 2004. 

 

Girardot, Norman J., The Victorian Translation of China. Berkeley; University of 

California Press, 2002. 

 

Reinders, Eric, Borrowed Gods and Foreign Bodies Berkeley; University of California 

Press, 2004  

 

Hevia, James L., English Lessons.  Durham NC: Duke University Press, 2003 



 

Liu, Lydia, The Clash of Empires: The Invention of China in Modern World Making.  

Cambridge, MA: Harvard, 2004. 

 

Austin, Alvyn, China’s Millions: The China Inland Mission and Late Qing Society, 1832-

1905.  Grand Rapids and Cambridge: Eerdmans, 2007. 

 

Twentieth century: Britain 

 

Benson, Phil, Ethnocentrism and the English Dictionary.  London: Routledge, 2001 

 

Bickers, Robert, Britain in China.  Manchester University Press, 1999 

 

Clifford, Nicholas, A Truthful Impression of the Country.  Ann Arbor: University of 

Michigan Press, 2001   

 

Lee, Gregory B., Chinas Unlimited.  RoutledgeCurzon, 2003   

 

Twentieth century: America 

 

Conn, Peter, Pearl S. Buck Cambridge University Press, 1996 

 

Isaacs, Harold R., Scratches on our Minds.  New York: M. E. Sharpe, 1980 

 

Jespersen, T. Christopher, American Images of China, 1931-1949.  Stanford, 1996 

 

Klein, Christina, Cold War Orientalism.  Berkeley: University of California Press, 2003  

 

Mackinnon, Stephen R. and Friesen, Orin, China Reporting.  Berkeley: University of 

California Press, 1987. 

  

 

D: Biographies, autobiographies, studies 

 

Cyril PEARL  

Morrison of Peking.  Harmondsworth; Penguin Books, 1970 

 

Hugh TREVOR-ROPER 

Hermit of Peking: The Hidden Life of Sir Edmund Backhouse.  London: Papermac, 1986 

 

Daniele VARÉ,  

Laughing Diplomat.  London: John Murray, 1938 

 

W. J. PLATT 

Three Women: Mildred Cable, Francesca French, Evangeline French.  London: Hodder 

and Stoughton, 1964 



 

Suzanne P. OGDEN 

“The Sage in the Inkpot: Bertrand Russell and China‟s Social Reconstruction in the 

1920s”, Modern Asian Studies 16.4 (1987), pp. 529-600 

 

Rodney KOENEKE 

Empires of the Mind: I. A. Richards and Basic English in China.  Stanford: Stanford 

University Press, 2004.  

 

Joy GRANT 

Stella Benson: a Biography.  London: MacMillan, 1987. 

 

 John Walter de GRUCHY 

 Orienting Arthur Waley.  Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 2003 

 

John HATCHER 

 Laurence Binyon.  Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1995 

 

HSIAO Ch‟ien, Tr. Jeffrey C. KINKLE Y 

Traveller Without a Map. London, Sydney, Auckland, and Johannesburg: Hutchinson, 

1990 - autobiography 

 

Duff HART-DAVIS 

Peter Fleming: A Biography.  London: Jonathan Cape, 1974 

 

Robert P. NEWMAN 

Owen Lattimore and the ‘Loss’ of China.  Berkeley, Los Angeles, and Oxford: University 

of California Press, 1992 

 

Jenny CLEGG 

Fu Manchu and the ‘Yellow Peril’: The making of a Racist Myth.  Oakhill, Staffordshire: 

Trentham Books, 1994 

 

S. Bernard THOMAS 

Season of High Adventure: Edgar Snow in China.  Berkeley, Los Angeles, and London: 

University of California Press, 1996 

 

Paul M. EVANS 

John Fairbank and the American Understanding of China.  Oxford; Blackwell, 1988 

 

 Patricia LAURENCE 

 Lily Briscoe’s Chinese Eyes.  Columbia, SC: University of South Carolina Press, 2003 – 

on Ling Shuhua 

 

 

 



Kang LIAO 

Pearl S. Buck: a cultural bridge across the Pacific.  Westport, CT.: Greenwood Press, 

1997 

 

Cynthia STAMY 

Marianne Moore and China: Orientalism and a Writing of America.  Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, 1999 

 

Raymond LAMONT-BROWN 

Tutor to the Dragon- Emperor: The Life of Sir Reginald Fleming Johnston at the Court of 

the Last Emperor.  Stroud, Glos.: Sutton Publishing 1999 

 

YANG Xianyi 

White Tiger: An Autobiography of Yang Xianyi.  Hong Kong: The Chinese University 

Press, 2002 

 

Zhaoming QIAN, ed., 

Ezra Pound and China.  Ann Arbor; University of Michigan Press, 2003 

 

Karen J. LEONG 

The China Mystique: Pearl S. Buck, Anna May Wong, Mayling Soong, and the 

Transformation of American Orientalism.  Berkeley, Los Angeles, and London: 

University of California Press, 2005 

 

Sasha Su-ling WELLAND 

A Thousand Miles of Dreams: The Journeys of Two Chinese Sisters.  Lanham & 

Plymouth, UK: Rowman Littlefield, 2007.  On Ling Shuhua. 

 

E: Websites 

 

http:www.njedge.net/~knapp/FuFrames.htm 

 

- This is a site dedicated to the career of „Sax Rohmer‟, creator of Fu Manchu.  It includes 

useful links to original texts and analyses available on the web. 

 

 

Project Gutenberg provides free e-books which may cover some older materials – it 

certainly includes some of the sketches of China by Stella Benson. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

  

F. Passages for comment, 2008. 

 

Please comment in ca. 2,500 words on two out of the four passages below, for 50% of 

your mark. 

 

1.   

“I wish I could show you extracts from the Peking Gazette in which the Chinese speak of 

our Embassy – such contempt – we have got near to them by means of Nepaul and before 

I die I hope we shall have a war with them”.  (15 March, 1817). 

Andrew Nicholson, ed., The Letters of John Murray to Lord Byron (Liverpool: Liverpool 

University Press, 2007), p. 207. 

 

2. 

“The torpor and immobility of the Chinese mind are remarkable.  These are elements 

indeed of the Oriental character at large, and arise, perhaps, as much from natural 

constitution, as from the training and culture to which it has been subjected.  There was a 

time in Chinese history, when the natives seemed to be alive and forward in the arts of 

civilized life…But a change appears to have come over the land, that presents itself now 

in a very different light.  A paralytic shock seems to have seized hold of the nation.  

Everything that belongs to them looks as if it had the air of senility – the stamp of death”. 

William Muirhead, China and the Gospel (London: J. Nisbet, 1870), p.57. 

 

3. 

“Gradually Chiang Kai-shek‟s dictatorship is becoming more and more accepted, with 

obvious advantage to China.  Civil war has stopped, although so-called Communist 

armies are still at large.  They are probably bandits rather than Marxist enthusiasts, for 

Communist propaganda would seem to have shot its bolt.  Gradually they are finding it 

necessary to keep on the move more and more – a preliminary, perhaps, to their being 

dealt with more systematically and successfully than hitherto.  China‟s dictator happens 

to have an excellent wife, who is the dictator at his side.  It is in no small measure due to 

the influence of Mme. Chiang Kai-shek – a wonderful woman – that the new regime in 

China has had the success that it has.” 

Mrs. Alec-Tweedie, My Legacy Cruise (London: Hutchinson, [1936]), p. 217. 

 

4. 

“I read books: first Oil for the Lamps of China, then The Good Earth, both excellent 

works, though they nearly caused me to take the next train back to England; written, like 

nearly all good books on China, by women (e.g. Ann Bridge, Winifred Galbraith, patches 

of Stella Benson”. 

Richard P. Dobson, China Cycle (London: Macmillan, 1946), p. 7. 

 

 

 

 


