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History 1011-001

Europe and the Wider World

1750-1914

Slot 2 (9:00-9:50, M/W/F)
Instructor: Dr. Lindsay Bryan
Office: A4006
Office hours: Mondays 1:00-2:00; Wednesdays 1:00-2:50 (tentative), or by appointment.  I am in

my office a lot, and you may knock on my door any time it is open.
Telephone: 737-7524
Email: lbryan@mun.ca

This course is designed to introduce students to the study of history and to the skills required
for the research and writing of essays.  To that end we will use various kinds of approaches to helping
you acquire those skills which will be useful to you in all areas of study and work.  We will have two
library classes, writing skills classes, and classes devoted to the preparation of assignments, as well as
four discussion classes.  You will notice that there are several short assignments in this course,
culminating in a longer paper. There is a final examination. 

The course is designed with several components: lectures, readings, discussions, in-class
exercises and written assignments.  Note that the lectures will not often replicate what is in the
assigned readings; these two components are supposed to complement each other.  Discussions will
focus on particular topics or problems.

Grading system:

Written assignments:
Library assignment:   7.5%
Outline of research paper:   7.5%
Draft of research paper: 15%
Research paper: 20%
In-class exercises:   10%

Participation: 10%
Final examination: 30%:

Note: participation grades are earned by taking part in library, writing, and discussion classes.

Texts (required):

William Kelleher Storey and Towser Jones, Writing History: a Guide for Students, 2  Canadiannd

Edition.  If you have the Mary Lynn Rampolla, Pocket Guide to Writing in History,this is
acceptable too. You really will need one of these books as much as the textbooks.  A writing
guide is useful for any history course.

Robin W. Winks and Thomas E. Kaiser, Europe from the Old Regime to the Age of Revolution,
1648-1815, and Winks and Neuberger, Europe and the Making of Modernity, 1815-1914.  I
know this looks like quite an investment; I suggest you share books with a friend (each buy
one)  to minimize expenditure.  Unfortunately, no single textbook covers the entire period
studied in this course.
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WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS (all the rules and regulations!)

The purpose of these assignments is for you to practise two of the skills a student needs:
first, the ability to read sources closely; and second, the art of writing.  (We are applying these skills
to historical research, but they are transferrable to many other kinds of endeavours, because writing
is helpful in learning to integrate and synthesize information.)  The first task requires you to think
about a source (i.e. you analyze it) and to consider how you can draw from it evidence about the
past (i.e. you interpret it).  The second task requires you to present an argument about your analysis
and interpretation to your reader.  This semester we are going to be thinking about the use of fiction
as historical source.

Your papers should be typed or printed out in a legible font such as the standard Times
Roman,  in 12 pt. type, double-spaced, pages numbered (except the first page), with one-inch
margins all round.  Avoid the temptation to play with different fonts; you are producing a formal,
scholarly piece of work.  Your paper should have a cover page with the title of the essay, your
name, the due date, and the course number and instructor’s name.  Staple in the upper left-hand
corner.  Please do not submit loose papers in a folder; they can get lost.  Always keep a copy of
your assignments, and all the rough copies and notes.  You may be asked to produce any of
them.   Do not take notes directly into your computer and then delete them.
  The assignments are designed to teach you the process of writing a research paper.  The
first assignment is a library assignment to help you become familiar with the Library, if you are
new to Memorial, or to the History sections if you are new to History.  We will have a class in the
Library conducted by a Librarian.  After this class you will find in the catalogue three books and
three articles on the Industrial Revolution.  You do not have to read any of them, but you do have
to hand in the list of them, in proper Turabian-style bibliographical format (found in the Writing
Guide).  This small assignment is due January 19.

The second assignment is an outline of your proposed research paper.  This means that you
will have to start thinking early about your topic and the direction you’d like your paper to take. 
Include in your outline questions that you propose to answer in your paper, and a preliminary
bibliography. Use the outline format given in your writing guide, adding as much detail as you can. 
The outline itself will be 2-3 pages, plus the bibliography.  You are not bound by this preliminary
outline; it is merely to get you started on the process, and to allow the instructor to give you timely
feedback.  It is due on January 26.

The third assignment is a draft of the research paper, and a bibliography, written in the
format given in the writing guide. The draft should indicate that research on the work is almost
complete, and that the paper is taking shape properly.  The more polished you can make this draft,
the less work you will have to do to produce the final paper, but remember: a draft is not a finished
product, and you will be expected to improve it considerably for the third assignment.  It is due on
February 18.  Please hand in the graded outline with the draft.

The fourth assignment is the research paper itself, assessing a work of fiction as a
historical source on some aspect of Europe (such as the Industrial Revolution) during the period
1750-1914.  We will discuss this in class, but I will provide a list of suitable novels at the end of this
syllabus.  If you wish to choose another book you probably may, but please consult me.  The paper
should be 8-10 pages (approximately 2500 words, not counting notes and bibliography) long.  It is
due March 16.  Please hand in the graded draft with the essay, along with your rough notes. 
The assignment is incomplete without these, and I will not mark it.

For all the assignments, proper citation format should be followed.  APA style (used in
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social sciences) is not acceptable.  Consult your writing guide for this.  The in-class exercises will
be given at random through the term, so be sure you attend lectures!  There is no preparation
required for these, but you may wish to get in the habit of tucking a small dictionary in your
backpack.

INTERNET SOURCES: Opinions vary about Internet sources.  My own feeling is that they are
highly variable, and you are better off keeping their use to an absolute minimum.  My experience
has been that students tend to find Internet sources that are no better than encyclopedia articles,
which are generally unacceptable as sources for university-level papers.  (Wikipedia is especially
unacceptable, and we will discuss why!)  Students also can spend long hours searching out sites that
are not particularly good, when they might have spent their time much more productively in the
library.  It is also far too easy to plagiarize accidentally from the Internet (you will get caught, and
the penalty can be dire!).  Where the Internet is useful is in making available many primary source
materials; many of these are on university-based websites.  The library has information about such
resources. Consult me before using any Internet sources, please.

LATE PAPERS:  Only dire emergencies constitute an appropriate reason for missing deadlines.  In
the absence of extensions granted for such emergencies, the late penalty is 2% per weekday. Talk to
me as early as possible if you have a problem.  Normally an assignment will not be accepted after
the due date of the next one, and no essays will be accepted after the last class, April 8.

Plagiarism

Plagiarism is the unacknowledged use of someone else's work.  It is
an academic offence which is viewed with the utmost seriousness.
Plagiarism can happen accidentally, when a student takes notes
carelessly, not noting sources or quotations.  It can also happen
deliberately, when quoting or paraphrasing passages (or lifting ideas)
from books or articles without  proper reference.  It is plagiarism to
submit a bought paper, or one downloaded (whole or in part) from
the Internet.  

The assignment  receives a grade of zero.   

Again, this is an extremely serious transgression (a theft like any
other), and one which is easily avoided.  If you are unclear about
what constitutes plagiarism, please ask.  The writing guides are
helpful on paraphrasing.
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Reiterating important information

L January 14: Library class (compulsory)
L January 19: Library assignment due
L January 19: Writing class (compulsory)
L January 26: Outline and bibliography due
L January 28: Library class (compulsory)
L February 6: Discussion 1
L February 13: Writing class (compulsory)
L February 18: Draft due
L March 6: Discussion 2
L March 16: Research paper due
L March 20: Discussion 3
L April 3: Discussion 4
L Remember: Turabian style for footnotes and bibliography; APA style is not acceptable.

Schedule of topics

Note: Alterations to this schedule may be necessary, but we will try to follow this sequence of
topics.   I have tried to build in enough time to allow for unforeseen circumstances like snow!

Week 1, January 9: Introductions: we meet each other and the course, and begin talking about the
background to the eighteenth century.

Week 2, January 12-16:  Europe and Europeans; Science and Religion
January 14: Library class; attendance compulsory
Reading for Week 2: Europe from the Old Regime..., Chapter 1.

Library assignment due January 19

Week 3, January 19: Writing class: attendance compulsory. This will include discussion of the
first assignment.  Bring your Storey and Jones Writing History to this class.
January 21 and 23: Europe in the eighteenth century
Reading for Week 3: Europe from the Old Regime..., Chapter 2

Outline due January 26

Week 4, January 26-30: Eighteenth-century life
January 28: Library class; attendance compulsory
Reading for Week 4: Europe from the Old Regime..., Chapter 2

Week 5, February 2-4: Enlightenment
Reading for Week 5: Europe from the Old Regime..., Chapter 3 (pp. 98-108)
February 6: Discussion 1, Scientific Revolution and Enlightenment

Continued.........
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1. What was the relationship of the Scientific Revolution to the political and
religious climate?

2. What was the relationship of the Scientific Revolution to the
Enlightenment?       

3. What was the relationship of the Enlightenment to politics?
4. How might we describe the work of the philosophes?
5. What was their attitude toward religion?
6. Can we assess their influence?

Week 6, February 9-11: Politics
Reading for Week 6: Europe from the Old Regime... Chapter 3 (pp. 109-137)
February 13: Writing class: How to Read an Article

Draft due February 18

Week 7, February 16-20: Industrial Revolution
Reading for Week 9: Europe and the Making of Modernity, Chapters 3 and 8

No classes February 23 or 25

Week 8, February 27: Industrialization: inventions and their effects; politics
Reading for Week 8: Europe and the Making... Chapters 4 and 5, plus “The World That
Was Lost” (on Reserve).
.

Week 9, March 2-4: Politics: absolutism to revolutions; the French Revolution
Reading for Week 9: Europe from the Old Regime... Chapters 3 and 4 
March 6: Discussion 2:  The Social Consequences of industrialization (continued...): 
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Read: “Metropolitan Sanitary Commission Report” (on Reserve)
Week 10, March 9-13: The French Revolution, continued; Napoleon and beyond

Reading for Week 10: Europe from the Old Regime... Chapter 4; Europe and the Making
of Modernity, Chapters 6, 7, 9

Essay due March 16

Week 1 1  ,   March 16-20: Reaction, reform; romanticism, nationalism, liberalism, conservatism,
imperialism
Reading for Week 11: Europe and the Making of Modernity, Chapters 1 and 2 

March 20: Discussion 3, French Revolution
Read Chapter 4, and the article by Jane Abray on reserve.
Questions to consider:
1.  What was the situation for women before the Revolution?
2.  What role did women play in 1789?
3.  What demands did they make?
4.  Did women like Olympe de Gouges have different demands?
5.  What happened to those demands?

Week 12, March 23-27: Isms, continued; the end of the nineteenth century
Reading for Weeks 12 and 13: Europe and the Making of Modernity, Chapters 5-11

Week 13, March 30-April 3: The first decades of the twentieth century; Europe on the eve of war. 
April 3: Discussion 4: Imperialism: readings as handed out.

Week 14, April 6-8: Review and exam preparation.

No essays will be accepted after the last class, April 8.

The illustration on the front cover is of Hargreave’s Spinning Jenny, c. 1764, scanned from Robin K. Winks and
Thomas E. Kaiser, Europe from the Old Regime to the Age of Revolution (Oxford: OUP, 2004), p. 69.   The image
on p. 5 is from http://www.pbs.org/wnet/historyofus/web04/images/img_intro.jp
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Some suggestions for your essay:

Austen, Jane.  Pride and Prejudice, Emma, Sense and Sensibility
Brontë, Charlotte.  Jane Eyre
Conrad, Joseph.  The Secret Agent
Dickens, Charles.  Bleak House, David Copperfield, Great Expectations, Oliver Twist, etc.
Eliot, George.  Middlemarch, The Mill on the Floss, etc.
Fielding, Henry. Tom Jones
Gaskell, Elizabeth.  Mary Barton, North and South
Hardy, Thomas.  The Return of the Native, etc.
Shelley, Mary.  Frankenstein
Thackeray, William Makepeace.  Vanity Fair
Tressell, Robert.  The Ragged Trousered Philanthropists

These should all be readily available in the library (many even in electronic form, although I
would encourage you to read the book by holding the physical volume in your hands) or in
inexpensive editions at Coles or Chapters.

If you have a favourite novel written in Europe (including Britain) between 1750 and 1914
which is not on this list you may probably choose it, but please consult me first.  Feel free to choose
a book you have already read.  You are going to be doing something different with it.
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