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CONTENTS OF COURSE
The course traces the development of Syro-Mesopotamian political

institutions from late prehistory to the formation of the universal state, i. e., from
about 6000 B.C. down to about 500 B.C. Special emphasis is given to the analysis
of socio-political institutions, viewed as structural systems. There was a sustained pattern of
growth which maintained through time a clearly discernible inner momentum:
changes were only partially affected by external events, and were instead for the



most part due to the natural evolution of intrinsic structural premises. We will also
look at a variety of perceptual patterns through which social groups evolved as
they asserted their own self-identity: the cost of solidarity posed at times a heavy
burden on the individuals that made up these groups.

The process began with the discovery of territorial bonds as the main cause
for group solidarity: the earliest cities (by about 3000 B.C.) showed how such
territorial communities could not only survive, but even be strengthened, once the
fateful threshold was reached when face-to-face association was no longer
possible within the community. The consolidation of power which derived from
this development resulted in complex centralized institutions, supported by
writing and other new technologies, helped to span ever larger political entities.

Of these, the first was the expanded territorial state (by about 2400 B.C.) ,
which brought several major urban centers under a unified political control, within
geographically homogeneous boundaries. Then macro-regional states (by about 1500
B.C.) introduced new control mechanisms which allowed for partial local
autonomy in the areas beyond the core, but asserted an effective centralization in
matters such as warfare and taxation. The final stage was the universal state (the
"empire'" in the proper sense of the term, by about 700 B.C.), through which the
entire civilized world (as it was then perceived) came to be vigorously integrated
within a rigid administrative, and to some extent cultural, framework.

Along the fringes of such a unilinear institutional progression, important
variations also developed. The most important was steppe pastoralism, which
began on the Middle Euphrates by the end of the third millennium. The socio-
political constructs which accompanied this true "revolution" were the tribe as a
unified human group whose solidarity did not depend on territorial contiguity
among its members, and eventually the national state (by about 1200, especially in
Syria-Palestine, where the best know examples were represented by the states of
Israel and Judah: the Old Testament material will be used in this connection).

We will thus address issues of interest to a variety of disciplines. For
instance, the extraordinary long duration of institutions, and the very organic
growth that is documented, is of primary interest for history as such. Or again: state
formation is a topic much discussed in archaeology and anthropology: the Syro-
Mesopotamian record is one of the very best in this respect, and to follow the full
trajectory beyond the initial stages is particularly instructive. An attentive study of
the constitutive elements that went into shaping cohesiveness within ever larger
human groups provides much food for thought to sociologists and political scientists.
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GOALS
1. To obtain a basic knowledge the outline of Syro-Mesopotamian
political history.

2. To study in some detail the structure of Syro-Mesopotamian socio-
political institutions.

3. To develop an awareness for the critical use of primary sources
(artifacts and texts in translation).

4. To acquire good skills in writing brief research papers on historical
subjects.
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REQUIREMENTS
1. Midterm (Thursday, Feb 14)

Part 1 — Test:: six to ten questions of factual
information (about 35 minutes during class time)

Part 2 — Take home: an interpretive essay,
about 6 pages in length (due by Feb 19,)

2. Paper (due Thursday, March 7)

Write an interpretive essay using primary sources;
about 6 pages.

You will define your own topic: make sure to do so
very clearly in the form of a title at the beginning of the
paper.

You must use original sources provided on line.
Details will follow.



Please consult with me about the topic or the readings.
You must, however, be able to at least make some
preliminary suggestion for a topic after having read some of
the sources

3. Final (Wednesday March 20, 3-6 PM)

Part 1 — Factual information: about five
questions

Part 2 — Interpretive essay: one question

Both parts will be in a format similar to that used for the midterm

Each requirement counts for one third of the course grade.

Re-takes are allowed as follows:

Mid-term test as part of the final

Mid-term take home and paper by the day of the final
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COUNSELING
I will pay special attention to the writing of the mid-term take-home essay

and of the paper. Anyone who feels in need of help in this regard should come
and see me during office hours: I will make every effort to help you acquire the
skills required in developing a proper argument. Any student receiving a grade of
C or less in the midterm or the paper must consult with me during office hours. It
is your responsibility to make an appointment to see me.

After meeting with me, you will be allowed to rewrite either or both the
midterm essay or the Paper. The better grade will count for the course grade.

Office hours: Tu 3:15-5:15; or by appointment

(Fowler A311; 825-3760; e-mail: buccella@ucla.edu
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INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS
Lectures

The lectures will present a systematic overview of Syro-Mesopotamian
history, in the form of a discursive essay that develops the themes outlined above
(Contents of the Course). The lecture topics will be covered the same sequence as
given below. Bear in mind, however, that this is not specifically a calendar because
I will cover certain topics more fully than others, and will spend time as needed in
pursuing questions raised by you in class.

In addition, I will discuss, at different times, the required readings, though
not according to a specific schedule: please read them ahead of time, and feel free
to bring up in class any questions you may have. I will deal in particular with
Oppenheim: this is an important, but possibly difficult book, which requires a
certain sophistication.

For an introduction, see and hear the following live webcast:

http://www.oid.ucla.edu/Webcast/FRL/Buccellati/

Material available on line

Lecture notes will be available on line as the class progresses. They will
cover the material presented in class, though they are no substitute for class
attendance.

A large number of sources (texts in translation, photographs and drawings
of landscape, architecture and objects) will be also be made available on line as the
class progresses. Special ways of using this material will be outlined in class.

Required readings (available in bookstore)

G.Roux, Ancient Iraq

A. L. Oppenheim, Ancient Mesopotamia

J. Cooper, Reconstructing History

Additional readings are on reserve in Powell Library.
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MATERIAL REQUIRED

FOR EXAMINATIONS
1. Midterm (Thursday, Feb 14)

Class lectures up to February 12

Roux, pp. 1-168

Oppenheim, pp. 1-73; 109-163

Cooper, entire monograph

2. Paper (due March 7)

You must use all the available source material provided on line.

Use material on reserve as you see fit.

Instructions on the format and nature of the paper will be given in class.

The expected length of the paper is 6 to 8 pages.

3. Final (Wednesday March 20, 3-6 PM)

Class lectures for second half of quarter

Roux, pp. 169-373

Oppenheim, pp. 74-109; 163-183; 228-334
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LECTURE TOPICS
PART ONE. THE APPROACH

1. General introduction, background and scope, methodology
2. The growth of power structures: cumulative and non-cumulative aspects
3. The ordered unfolding: history and historiography; degrees of objectivity
4. The verifiable data: analysis and documentation
5. The verifiable argument: synthesis and understanding

PART TWO. THE DATA

6. Record and evidence: freezing and unlocking of consciousness
7. The physical record: geographical preconditions
8. The cultural record: fragments of a whole
9. The static record: administrative texts
10. The dynamic record: letters
11. The idealized record: royal inscriptions, display art
12. The unwitting record: archaeology

PART THREE. BREAKING THE BARRIER OF

FACE-TO-FACE ASSOCIATION (6000 — 2100)

13. Civilization: the irreversible trend and its presuppositions
14. Technology as control over nature
15. The city: crowding the space
16. Writing: crowding the mind
17. Core territorial states: city-states as core elements and as a system
18. Trends beyond the core: outreach to the outside through trade and

colonization
19. Trends beyond the core: structural realignment of the core elements

PART FOUR. THE INNER MOMENTUM OF

POLITICAL EXPANSION (2100-1100)

20. Regional states and inter-regional balance
21. Breaking the balance: Mesopotamian unifications
22. Legislation as political ideology
23. Urban and rural patterns
24. Experiments with non-territorial mechanisms of political expansion:



the tribe and the national states (especially Judah and Israel)

25. The end of Syro-Mesopotamia and the restructuring of geo-political
constructs

26. Macro-regional states and international balance
27. Mechanisms for international cooperation

PART FIVE. THE OUTER LIMITS OF TERRITORIALITY (1100 —
500)

28. The universal state: ideology of the whole
29. Provincial consolidation: structuring of the parts
30. Blending of territorial and non-territorial aspects: national states
31. he ``roads'' and the ``words'': historiography in Mesopotamia and Israel

CONCLUSION: POWER AND CULTURE
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SAMPLE TEXTS
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Royal order for a delivery of beer

ABB 67. — About 1700 B.C.

One of the earliest mention of the Kassites, who eventually take over Babylon.

Here they are to be treated as honored guests even before they reach the capital Babylon.

To Ibni-Shamash, Sin-idinnam, the municipality and judges of Sippar say,

thus speaks (king) Abi-eshukh:

Kassite messengers and chariots will go from Babylon to Sippar-Yahrurum.



They will arrive by you on the 24 of October.

As you see this tablet of mine, take 300 caraffes of beer from the innkeepers
of Sippar-Amnam, and let them keep them available.

When they will write to you, ship the beer to Sippar-Yahrurum.

Besides: as for giving barley to the innkeepers, about which you wrote,
(orders) have (already) been given: one will give barley to the innkeepers in
Sippar.
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Tushratta, king of Mitanni, to Pharao Amehotep III.

EA 21. — About 1400 B.C.

The daughter is being sent in marriage: notice the kinship terms that celebrate the new
in-law relationship between the two royal families.

To Nimmuria [=Amehotep III], the great king, king of Egypt, my brother, my
son-in-law, whom I love and who loves me, speak:

thus (says) Tushratta, the great king, king of Mitanni, your brother, your
father-in-law who loves you:

(...)

I am sending to my brother, whom I love, my daugher as his wife.

May Shamash and Ishtar go with her, and may they make her equal to the
expectations of my brother!

May my brother rejoice on that day!

May Shamash and Ishtar give give a great blessing and full joy to my brother!

May my brother live forever!
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