
HISTORY 1B03 
The Americas and the World: From the Colonial Period to the Twentieth Century  

 
WINTER 2010 

 
Professor Juanita De Barros 
613 Chester New Hall, x. 24149    
debarr@mcmaster.ca 
Office Hours:  Monday, 3pm-4pm; Thursday, 11am-12:00pm; or by appointment.  
 
Lectures:  Monday, Thursday, 9:30-10:20, HSC/1A1  
 
Course Description:  
This course examines the creation and nature of the Atlantic world, from the Columbian 
encounter in the fifteenth century to the middle of the nineteenth century and the 
emergence of new political and social organizations.  In bringing together the histories of 
Europe, Africa, and the Americas, this course prepares students to undertake more 
specialized studies in the history of the Atlantic world.  Readings include articles written 
by leading scholars in the field of Atlantic history as well as primary sources.  The course 
will be organized in weekly lectures and discussions.  
 
Course Objectives:  

• gain an understanding of the key events and themes in the history of the Americas  
• develop critical reading skills, particularly in the area of evaluating historical 

arguments and interpretations 
• learn historical research skills  
• develop verbal communication skills through regular discussions  

 
Important Note: 
This course uses ELM to post the course outline, assignments, and other notices. Go to 
https://elm.mcmaster.ca to log-on to the course’s home page.  
  
Required Texts: 
These are available at Titles, the university bookstore.   

1. Timothy J. Shannon, Atlantic Lives: A Comparative Approach to Early America 
New York: Pearson Longman, 2004. 

2. Douglas Egerton, et al, The Atlantic World: A History, 1400-1888. Wheeling, IL: 
Harlan Davidson, Inc., 2007. 

3. Leslie Casson, ed. A Writer’s Handbook: Developing Writing Skills for University 
Students. Second edition. Toronto: Broadview Press, 2006.  

 
Articles are available on ELM.   
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Course Evaluation:  
Tutorial participation  20% 
Essay 1   10% 
Essay 2   10% 
Research Essay   30% 
Final Exam   30% 
  
Tutorial Participation    
Students are expected to attend every tutorial and to be prepared to discuss the assigned 
weekly readings.  Students must participate regularly to receive a good grade in this 
section of the course;  attendance alone will not be enough.  Students who have a 
legitimate and documented reason for missing a tutorial must submit a brief paper based 
on the readings for that week to receive participation credit for the missed class.  (These 
papers should be approximately 750 words in length, or around 3 pages.)  The tutorial 
leader will set the assignment.  This assignment is in addition to the discussion paper that 
may also be due in the tutorial. 
 
Writing Assignments: 
Writing assignments in this course consist of 2 short essays and 1 research essay. 
 
1. Essays 
Students are to submit two (2) short essays based on the readings.  The essays should be 
approximately 3 pages in length (or around 900 words).  In each paper, students will 
respond to a question based on the course readings.  These assignments are designed to 
help students with the weekly readings and to help them participate in the tutorial 
discussions.  The papers are due at the beginning of the tutorial.  Late papers will not be 
accepted, unless students have a legitimate and documented reason. 

 
Essay 1:  Using the required reading from Shannon for the week of January 25th (pp. 14-
22; selection 2 in chapter 1), answer the following question:   

What does Ca da Mosto’s account tell historians about European perceptions of West 
Africans? 

 
This essay must be based substantially on the primary source (that is, Ca da Mosto’s  
account).  You may use Timothy Shannon’s introduction (to chapter 1 and to selection 1 
in that chapter) and Egerton sparingly, but papers that are not based primarily on Ca da 
Mosto’s account will be penalized.  Make sure that you properly reference all borrowed 
material (facts, ideas, quotations) from all the sources used (this means Ca da Mosto, 
Shannon (including his introduction to the Ca da Mosto account), and Egerton).  Make 
sure to reference the essay properly, using footnotes and a bibliography.  Do not use 
internal citations.  Refer to Casson for the footnote/bibliographic format (these are not 
included in the required page length).  In this paper, you must develop and prove a thesis.  
See Casson, chapters 2 and 3 for tips on this or refer to ELM. 
Due: In tutorial, the week of February 1st.  
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Essay 2:  
Using the required reading from Shannon (pp. 117-124, selection 2 in chapter 6) and the 
article by Stuart Schwartz, answer the following question:     

Compare the views of slavery expressed in these accounts.  
 

This essay must be based substantially on the primary source and the secondary source 
noted above (that is, the account by de Tollenare and the article by Schwartz).  You may 
use Timothy Shannon’s introduction (to chapter 6 and to selection 2 in that chapter) and 
Egerton sparingly, but papers that are not based primarily on de Tollenare’s account and 
Schwartz’s article will be penalized.  Make sure that you properly reference all borrowed 
material (facts, ideas, quotations) from all the sources used (this means de Tollenare, 
Schwartz, Shannon (including his introduction to the de Tollenare account), and 
Egerton).  Include footnotes and a bibliography.  Refer to Casson for the 
footnote/bibliographic format (these are not included in the required page length).  In this 
paper, you must develop and prove a thesis.  See Casson, chapters 2 and 3 for tips on this 
or refer to ELM.   
Due: In tutorial, the week of March 8th. 

 
Research Essay     
Topics will be distributed early in the term.  
Due: In tutorial, the week of March 29th. 
 
Final Examination   
The final examination will be held during the examination period at the end of semester.  
It will include short answer and essay questions and will be based on the lectures, 
readings, and other course materials.   
 
Written Work and Late Submissions:  
All written work will be marked on grammar, clarity of writing, and organization, as well 
as content and analysis.  More details about the marking scheme are posted on ELM. All 
essays must be properly referenced, with footnotes and a bibliography.  Use the Turbian 
(Chicago) style for referencing; examples can be found at 
http://library.mcmaster.ca/guides/turabian.htm 
or in Casson, pp. 89-99.  Students are encouraged to visit the Centre for Student 
Development to improve their essay skills (MUSC B107; x24711.).  For information 
about the Writing Clinic and the Centre’s other services, visit the Centre’s website: 
http://csd.mcmaster.ca.   
 
All written work must be submitted on the due date.  Do not submit essays by email and 
do not slide them under the instructor’s door.  Late assignments will be penalized 3% a 
day (including weekends).  No papers will be accepted after the last day of classes in the 
term unless the student obtains deferred standing.  Late penalties will not be reduced 
unless the student ensures that the instructor receives the appropriate documentation from 
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the Office of the Dean of Studies.  Students should keep photocopies of their essays.  
They must also keep all research notes and rough drafts for their essays and may be 
required to hand them in.  Failure to do so may result in a zero for the essay.    
 
Course Regulations and Student Responsibilities:  
Students are responsible for mastering the course material;  this includes lectures, 
readings, and videos.  They should arrive in class on time and remain until the class is 
over.  Students should refrain from disruptive behaviour, including, but not limited to 
talking while the instructor is lecturing and reading non-course related material while 
lecture/discussion is in progress.  Audio or visual recordings of the course is forbidden 
without the explicit permission of the instructor.  Lectures are the intellectual property of 
the instructor.  Finally, students should treat fellow classmates with respect.  Following 
these simple guidelines will ensure that we all have an enjoyable and productive 
semester.   
 
Email communication: 
It is the policy of the Faculty of Humanities that all email communication between 
students and instructors (including TAs) must originate from their official McMaster 
University email accounts. This policy protects the confidentiality and sensitivity of 
information and confirms the identities of both the student and instructor. Instructors 
will delete messages that do not originate from McMaster email accounts. 
 
Academic Dishonesty: 
You are expected to exhibit honesty and use ethical behaviour in all aspects of the 
learning process.  Academic credentials you earn are rooted in principles of honesty and 
academic integrity. 
 
Academic dishonesty is to knowingly act or fail to act in a way that results or could result 
in unearned academic credit or advantage.  This behaviour can result in serious 
consequences, e.g. the grade of zero on an assignment, loss of credit with a notation on 
the transcript (notation reads: “Grade of F assigned for academic dishonesty”), and/or 
suspension or expulsion from the university. 
 
It is your responsibility to understand what constitutes academic dishonesty.  For 
information on the various types of academic dishonesty please refer to the Academic 
Integrity Policy, located at http://www.mcmaster.ca/academicintegrity 
 
The following illustrates only three forms of academic dishonesty: 

1. Plagiarism, e.g. the submission of work that is not one’s own or for which 
other credit has been obtained. 

2. Improper collaboration in group work. 
3. Copying or using unauthorized aids in tests and examinations. 
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SCHEDULE OF READINGS AND LECTURES 
 
 
January 4  Introduction to course 
January 7  Europe before 1492  
No tutorials this week 
 
Reading:  
Shannon, “Introduction”; Egerton, “Introduction” 
 
 
January 11  First Contacts: Africans and Europeans   
January 14  European Expansion     
No tutorials this week 
 
Reading:   
Egerton, chapters 1 and 2 
 
 
January 18  The Caribbean Experiment 
January 21  The Conquest of Mexico and South America 
*Tutorials start this week*  
 
Reading:  
Egerton, chapter 3 
Casson (the whole book) 
 
Tutorial Discussion: 
Tutorials should discuss Casson and essay writing. 
 
 
January 25  Exploitation and Settlement in Spanish America   
January 28  Library Class. Attendance is mandatory.    
 
Reading:  
Shannon, chapter 1, selection 1 
Egerton, chapter 4 
 
Tutorial Discussion:  
Discuss primary sources. What is a primary source? What questions do/should historians 
ask of them?  How do primary sources differ from secondary sources?  Think about Ca 
da Mosto’s account as an example of a primary source:  Who wrote it?  When was it 
written?  Why was it written?  What does this account tell us about European perceptions 
of Africans?  What aspects of African life did Ca da Mosto focus on in this account?  
Does his account tell us anything about African responses to Europeans?  
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February 1  Competition for the Americas 
February 4  Buccaneers and the Balance of Power in the Americas    
 
Tutorial Reading:  
Shannon, chapter 8, selection 1 
 
Tutorial Discussion: 
Tutorials discuss questions 1 and 3 in Shannon, p. 164. (Note: for question 3, only refer 
to Exquemelin). 
 
Note: Essay 1 is due this week in tutorial. 
 
 
February 8 The Reformation and English Exploration  
February 11 The Dutch and the French in the Americas  
 
No tutorial this week. 
 

No classes February 15 and February 18 — Reading Week 
 
February 22  Atlantic Economies   
February 25  Colonies of Exploitation and Settlement 
 
Tutorial Reading:  
Stuart B. Schwartz, ÒResistance and Accommodation in Eighteenth-Century Brazil: The 
Slaves' View of Slavery,Ó The Hispanic American Historical Review 57.1 (Feb., 1977): 
69-81. [ELM] 
Shannon, chapter 6, selection 2.  
 
Tutorial Discussion: 
Discuss secondary sources. What is a secondary source? What role do secondary sources 
play in the writing of history? Think about Schwartz’s article as an example of a 
secondary source.  What is his argument?  What themes does he address?  What sources 
(primary and secondary) has he used in his article? How did he make use of the 
documents appended to the end of his article? Compare the information in these 
documents with the information in de Tollenare’s account in Shannon.  What are the 
differences/similarities?  Do you think Schwartz would have drawn different conclusions 
if he had used de Tollerare’s account as well as the two documents that he did use?   
 
 
March 1  Settling the Colonies: European Migration 
March 4 Africa and the Slave Trade 
 
Tutorial Readings: 
Egerton, chapter 5  
Shannon, chapter 5, selection 1 



 7 

Hilary Beckles, “Plantation Production and White ‘Proto-Slavery’:  White Indentured 
Servants and the English Colonisation of the English West Indies, 1624-1645,” The 
Americas 41.3 (January 1985): 21-45. [ELM]  
 
Tutorial Discussion: 
What is “proto-slavery” and indentureship?  What is the relationship between 
indentureship and slavery?  What role did indentureship play in the agricultural 
development of Barbados?  Does the case of Barbados tell us anything about 
developments in the wider Atlantic world?  What is Beckles’ argument?  What primary 
and secondary sources did he use?  How did he make use of Ligon?  Can you find any 
information in Ligon’s account (reprinted in Shannon) that Beckles could have used to 
advance his argument?        

 
 

March 8 Europeans and Africa during the Slave Trade Era  
March 11  Slavery in the Americas   
 
Tutorial Reading: 
Egerton, chapter 6  
Shannon, pp. 65-83 
 
Note: Essay 2 is due in tutorial this week  
 
Tutorial Discussion:  
Tutorials should discuss the questions in Shannon, p. 82. 
 
 
March 15  The Impact of Slavery on Africa and Europe  
March 18  Resistance to Slavery  
 
Required Reading: 
Egerton, chapters 7 and 8 
Woodruff D. Smith, “Complications of the Commonplace: Tea, Sugar, and Imperialism.” 
Journal of Interdisciplinary History 23.2 (Autumn, 1992): 259-278 [ELM] 
 
Tutorial Discussion: 
What impact did slavery and plantation agriculture have on Africa and Europe?  How 
significant was sugar and other tropical commodities in eighteenth and early nineteenth-
century European life? 
 
 
March 22  Slavery and Revolution in St. Domingue  
March 25  The American Revolution and the Atlantic World   
 
Required Reading: 
Egerton, chapter 11 
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John Thornton, “‘I am the Subject of the King of Congo’: African Political Ideology and 
the Haitian Revolution” [ELM] 
 
Tutorial Discussion:  
What is Thornton’s argument?  Can the Haitian revolution be seen as an “Atlantic” 
revolution?  
 
March 29  The Spread of Revolution: Spanish America 
April 1   The End of Slavery 
 
Note: The research essay is due in tutorial this week.  
 
Tutorial Reading: 
Egerton, chapters 9, 10, 12 
 
April 5  Summary and Review  
Required Reading:  
Egerton, chapters 11, 12, 13 
 
Tutorial Discussion: 
Tutorials will review for the exam.     
 
 


