
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                      History 157B:  Modern Brazil.  Spring 2010 
                                           University of California, Santa Barbara 

 
Office hours:  Tues., 3-5 pm and by appointment 
No office hours during exam week.                                    Francis A. Dutra   
E-mail: dutra@history.ucsb.edu       HSSB 3252 
 
ORIENTATION:  March 29. 
 
   I. BRAZILIAN INDEPENDENCE. March 29, 31, April 5. 
 
  II. THE EARLY EMPIRE IN BRAZIL, 1822-1840.  April 7, 12. 
 
 III. THE LATER EMPIRE IN BRAZIL, 1840-1889.  FROM APOGEE TO FALL.  April 14, 19, 21. 
 
  IV. SLAVERY, ABOLITION AND RACE RELATIONS IN BRAZIL 1808-1888.  April 21, 26.  
 
   V. THE OLD REPUBLIC, 1889-1930.  April 26, 28. 
 
MIDTERM EXAM:  Monday, May 3, 7-8:30 PM 

The student will answer two questions—one from those chosen from the discussion 
questions in Topics I-II and one from those chosen from Topics III-V--for 40% of the 
course grade.  Your grade will depend on how well you combine information from the 
lectures and the required reading.   

 
  VI.      GETÚLIO VARGAS AND HIS ERA, 1930-1954.  May 5, 10. 
 
VII. REFORM.  CO-OPTATION OR RADICALIZATION?: BRAZIL, 1946-1964.  May 12, 17. 
 
VIII. THE AFRICAN PRESENCE AND RACE RELATIONS IN BRAZIL, 1888 TO THE PRESENT.    

May 17. 
 

IX.  THE POLITICS OF MILITARY RULE IN BRAZIL, 1964-1985.  May 19. 
 
PAPER:  (1800-words) due Wednesday, May 19, for 20% of grade.  (See the last two pages of the 
syllabus for details.) 
 
MOVIE:  “FOUR DAYS IN SEPTEMBER,” May 24, 7-8:50 PM 
 
X. THE RETURN OF CIVILIAN RULE, 1985 TO THE PRESENT. May 26.  
    
HOLIDAY: MEMORIAL DAY, May 31. NO CLASS 

 
MOVIE:  “CENTRAL STATION,” June 2, 7-8:50 PM  
 
FINAL EXAMINATION:  Friday, June 11, 7:30-9 PM 
 The student will answer two questions—one from those chosen from the discussion questions in 
Topics VI-VIII and one from those chosen from Topics IX-X--for 40% of the course grade.   Your 
grade will depend on how well you combine information from the lectures and the required 
reading. 
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I. BRAZILIAN INDEPENDENCE 
 
Required Reading: 

 
E. Bradford Burns, A History of Brazil.  3rd ed., pp. 99-126. 
Thomas E. Skidmore, Brazil. Five Centuries of Change. (2nd ed.), pp. 1-8, 

35-47. 
Leslie Bethell, ed., Brazil.  Empire and Republic, 1822-1930,  

pp. 3-42. 
 
Discussion questions and guide to the required reading: 
 
[1]. Discuss and analyze in detail the evolution of events from 1788 to 
1822 culminating in Brazil's declaration of independence. How important 
was the arrival of the Portuguese Court in Brazil in 1808?  Discuss in 
detail.  
 
2. It has been remarked that independence was accomplished by those 
classes of Brazilian society wishing to preserve the status quo in regards 
to Brazil's economic structure, slavery and its traditional social 
stratification while hoping to destroy the colonial system only insofar as 
it restricted their commercial opportunities and administrative 
autonomy.  Do you agree with this point of view?  Discuss. 
 
II. THE EARLY EMPIRE IN BRAZIL, 1822-1840 

 
Required reading: 
 
E. Bradford Burns, A History of Brazil.  3rd ed., pp. 126-148. 
Thomas E. Skidmore, Brazil. Five Centuries of Change. (2nd ed.), pp. 47-

53. 
Leslie Bethell, ed., Brazil.  Empire and Republic, 1822-1930,  

pp. 45-112. 
 
Discussion questions and guide to the required reading: 
 
[1].  Discuss and compare the Brazilian Empire under Pedro I (1822-1831) 
and during the Regency (1831-1840). 
 
III.  THE LATER EMPIRE IN BRAZIL, 1840-1889.  FROM APOGEE TO FALL 
 
Required reading: 
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E. Bradford Burns, A History of Brazil.  3rd ed., pp. 149-232. 
Thomas E. Skidmore, Brazil: Five Centuries of Change. (2nd ed.), pp. 53-

81.  
Leslie Bethell, ed., Brazil.  Empire and Republic, 1822-1930,  

pp. 113-213. 
 
Discussion questions and guide to the required reading: 
 
1. Some view the monarchy as a positive force that saved national unity 
and set Brazil on a peaceful course in its independence.  Others view it as 
an instrument of repressive centralism and elitist control, "an alien 
regime that isolated Brazil from the revolutionary destinies of the New 
World."  Analyze and discuss the pros and cons of each point of view.  
Then discuss how the republican movement developed in Brazil and how 
its proponents endeavored to abolish the monarchy. 
 
[2]. Discuss and analyze the political, social and economic history of the 
Brazilian Empire, 1840-1889. 
 
[3]. Discuss and analyze the fall of the Brazilian Monarchy in 1889.  What 
were the chief factors leading to the overthrow of the monarchy? 
 
IV. SLAVERY, ABOLITION AND RACE RELATIONS IN BRAZIL, 1808-1888 
 
Required reading: 
 
Robert Edgar Conrad, Children of God's Fire.  A Documentary History of 

Black Slavery in Brazil, pp. 15-54; 61-153; 180-245; 251-288; 292-366; 
379-394; 397-481 [ON RESERVE]. 

  
Discussion question and guide to the required reading: 
 
[1]. Based on lecture and a careful reading of Conrad's Children of God's 
Fire, discuss the role that the institution of slavery played in 19th 
century Brazil.  How pervasive was this institution in society?  What 
regional differences existed?  Would you characterize Brazilian slavery as 
relatively benign or harsh?  Describe the processes which abolished 
slavery and the reasons why abolition occurred when it did. 
 
V. THE OLD REPUBLIC, 1889-1930 
 
Required reading: 
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E. Bradford Burns, A History of Brazil.  3rd ed., pp. 232-346. 
Thomas E. Skidmore, Brazil. Five Centuries of Change. (2nd ed.), pp. 78-

108. 
Leslie Bethell, ed., Brazil.  Empire and Republic, 1822-1930,  

pp. 217-307. 
 
Discussion questions and guide to the required reading: 
 
1. Was the Old Republic (1889-1930) an improvement over the Empire 
(1822-1889)?  Why or why not?  Were there any significant changes?  Was 
the Old Republic merely a continuation of the same system with new 
rhetoric and a few minor changes?  Support your opinion with examples 
and discussion from the reading and lecture.      
 
[2]. Discuss and analyze the society, economy, and politics of Brazil's Old 
Republic, 1889-1930. 
 
VI. GETÚLIO VARGAS AND HIS ERA, 1930-1954 
 
Required reading: 
 
E.  Bradford Burns, A History of Brazil, 3rd ed., pp. 346-379. 
Thomas E. Skidmore, Brazil. Five Centuries of Change. (2nd ed.), pp. 108-

125, 128-136. 
Robert M. Levine, Father of the Poor?  Vargas and His Era, pp. 1-138. 
 
Discussion questions and guide to the required reading: 
 
[1]. Based on lecture and the required reading, describe and evaluate 
Vargas’s years in power, 1930-1945, 1951-1954. 
 
2. The years preceding Vargas' assumption of power in 1930 were 
turbulent ones.  Discuss some of the currents in society that favored 
change.  In your answer analyze the tenentes and their program.  Did 
Vargas fulfill any of their ideals?  
 
VII. REFORM.  CO-OPTATION OR RADICALIZATION?:  BRAZIL, 1946-1964 
 
Required reading: 
 
E. Bradford Burns, A History of Brazil, 3rd ed., pp. 381-444. 
Thomas E. Skidmore, Brazil. Five Centuries of Change. (2nd ed.), pp. 126-

152. 
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Thomas E. Skidmore, Politics in Brazil, 1930-1964, pp. 48-330 [ON 
RESERVE]. 

 
Discussion questions and guide to the required reading: 
 
1. Since the 1930's, every president in Brazil has made claims of reform.  
In reality, which of these presidents--Vargas, Dutra,  Kubitschek, Quadros 
and Goulart--tried to effect the greatest socio-economic improvements for 
Brazil?  In your answer, evaluate and compare the activities pursued by 
each president and their results.        
 
[2]. E. Bradford Burns entitles his chapter on civilian rule in Brazil, 1946-
1964, “Reform, Radicalization, and Reaction.”  Do you agree with that 
description?  Discuss these years, the presidential administrations and 
the role of the Catholic Church in Brazil. 
 
VIII. THE AFRICAN PRESENCE AND RACE RELATIONS IN BRAZIL, 1888 
TO THE PRESENT. THE ROLE OF RACE AND GENDER IN THE OLD 
REPUBLIC   
 
Required reading: 
 
Edward E. Telles, Race in Another America. The Significance of Skin Color 

in Brazil, pp. 1-270 [ON RESERVE]. 
Harold Johnson and Francis A. Dutra, eds.,  Pelo Vaso Traseiro. Sodomy 

and Sodomites in Luso-Brazilian History, pp. 369-472 [ON RESERVE] 
 
Discussion questions and guide to the required reading: 
 
[1]. Brazil has been called a racial democracy.  Based on an analysis of 
race relations in Brazil from the last quarter of the nineteenth century to 
the present (drawn from lecture and Telles, Race in Another America), 
state if you support this description.  If not, why not?  How would you 
analyze race relations in Brazil, 1888 to the present?  Be sure to use 
arguments and examples from the required reading.   
 
[2]. During the early years of Brazil’s First Republic, “Amid the bustle of 
everyday life in Brazil’s largest urban center [Rio de Janeiro], thousands 
of young, single men roamed the streets in search of work, entertainment, 
company and sex.” Based on lecture and the required reading, what role—
if any--did race and transgressive sexuality play in both fiction and real 
life during this time period?  Discuss.   
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IX. THE POLITICS OF MILITARY RULE IN BRAZIL, 1964-1985.  THE 
DEMOCRATIZATION OF BRAZIL, 1985 TO THE PRESENT 
 
Required reading: 
 
Thomas E. Skidmore, The Politics of Military Rule in Brazil, 1964-1985, 

pp. 3-310. 
E. Bradford Burns, A History of Brazil, 3rd ed., pp. 445-491. 
Thomas E.Skidmore, Brazil. Five Centuries of Change. (2nd ed.), pp 153-

179. 
A. J. Langguth, Hidden Terrors, pp. 166-222 [ON RESERVE]. 
 
Discussion questions and guide to the required reading: 
 
[1]. Based on lecture and a careful reading of Skidmore's The Politics of 
Military Rule in Brazil, 1964-1985, discuss and analyze the politics of 
military rule in Brazil, 1964-1985.  In your answer, trace its evolution 
under Presidents Castelo Branco, Costa e Silva, Medici, Geisel and 
Figueiredo. 
 
[2]. “While most Brazilians adopted a policy of passive resistance to the 
government, a tiny band of urban guerrillas intensified their activities in 
the major cities to oppose the military regime.”  (Burns, 462).  Combining 
a careful reading of Thomas Skidmore, The Politics of Military Rule in 
Brazil, Burns, History of Brazil, A. J. Langguth, Hidden Terrors, and the 
movie “Four Days in September” about the September 4, 1969 kidnapping 
of the U.S. Ambassador Charles Burke Elbrick, discuss how the movie and 
the reading helped (or failed) to better understand Brazil during the 
military repression of the late 1960s. 
 
X. THE RETURN OF CIVILIAN RULE, 1985 TO THE PRESENT 
 
Required Reading:  
 
Thomas E. Skidmore, Brazil. Five Centuries of Change. (2nd ed.), pp. 180-
255. 
 
Discussion question and guide to the required reading: 
 
[1]. Based on lecture and the required reading, discuss and analyze the 
history, economy and culture of Brazil, 1985 to the present. What were 
the period’s greatest achievements and failures?  What are the country’s 
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greatest challenges?  How does the movie “Central Station” give or fail to 
give a better understanding of Brazil, 1985-1995? 
 
For this course there are five required texts (not including the book for 
the required paper): 
E. Bradford Burns, A History of Brazil. 3rd ed. 
Thomas E. Skidmore, Brazil. Five Centuries of Change. 2nd ed. 
Leslie Bethell, ed., Brazil. Empire and Republic, 1822-1930. 
Robert M. Levine, Father of the Poor? Vargas and His Era. 
Thomas E. Skidmore, The Politics of Military Rule in Brazil, 1964-1985. 
 
Certain topics have additional required reading assigned. (See topics IV, 
VII, VIII, and IX).  All of these materials are available on reserve in the 
library.   The above-mentioned required texts and the books for the 
required paper are also available from the bookstore.  
   
REQUIRED PAPER: 1800-word paper due after class on May 19, 2009 (for 
20% of the course grade).  
Read and discuss: 
Joel Wolfe, Autos and Progress. The Brazilian Search for Modernity. 
                                         OR: 
Enrique Desmond Arias, Drugs and Democracy in Rio de Janeiro: 
Trafficking, Social Networks, and Public Security. 
 
This course meets the UCSB writing requirements.  If you do not turn in 
the 1800-word required paper, you will receive an "F" for the course, 
regardless of the grades earned in other assignments. The paper must be 
at least 1800 words but not more than 2000 words.  PAPERS WITH LESS 
THAN 1800 WORDS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. (To avoid this problem, 
attach word count to your paper). PAPERS TURNED IN AFTER MAY 19, 
2010 CANNOT BE GUARANTEED A GRADE (OTHER THAN “F”) FOR THIS 
COURSE. 
 
Grading of the paper:  60% for content; 40% for grammar, spelling and 
proofreading.   The paper must show that the entire book was read and 
that the student is familiar with the course materials. 

 
After reading the book, write in good English with no spelling mistakes an 
1800-word discussion of the book.  Then proofread carefully.  Careless 
spelling and proofreading will result in the loss of two or more letter 
grades. Use a manual of style.  Diana Hacker’s A Pocket Style Manual (any 
edition) is a very helpful and concise aid, but there are countless others. 
 



 8 

When you quote a phrase, sentence or paragraph, you must be precise 
(just like an e-mail address). 
 
Anyone who describes either of the two books (Autos and Progress or 
Drugs and Democracy in Rio de Janeiro) as a novel will automatically lose 
two letter grades.  Novels are fiction.  The books by Wolfe and Arias are 
non-fiction. 
 
Citations of quotes and non-quoted ideas are necessary:  You can do this 
immediately after the quote or at the end of the paragraph, as, e.g., (p. 
277) or e.g., (pp. 215, 180); or for sources other than the book you are 
reading, e.g., (Burns, p. 5).  If you use other sources, attach a 
bibliography. 
 
Paraphrasing too closely is plagiarism.  Plagiarism is cheating and 
therefore will receive the grade of “F.”  As A Pocket Style Manual (Fourth 
Edition) points out on p. 186:  “Three different acts are considered 
plagiarism:  (1) failing to cite quotations and borrowed ideas, (2) failing to 
enclose borrowed language in quotation marks, and (3) failing to put 
summaries and paraphrases in your own words.”  Furthermore: “To show 
readers that you are using a source’s exact phrases or sentences, you 
must enclose them in quotation marks. To omit the quotation marks is to 
claim—falsely—that the language is your own. Such an omission is 
plagiarism even if you have cited your source.” (p. 187) 
 
All papers must be typed, double spaced, numbered and with one-inch 
margins.  Credit will be deducted for papers that are not numbered nor 
double-spaced. 
 
General Course Requirements: 
 Attendance at lecture is expected and roll will be taken during each 
class.  The course is divided into three parts.  All students must submit 
work in each of the three parts as follows:   
1) Midterm examination (40% of the course grade); 2) Final examination 
(40% of the course grade); 3) 1800-word paper (20% of the course grade). 
 
There are no office hours during finals week. 
Professor Dutra will supply all blue books for the midterm and final 
examinations. 


