
History 105 
World History II: Middle and Early Modern Ages,  
800 to 1800  
Spring 2010 
MWF 1 p.m. to 1:50 p.m. 
Milam 033  
  
Dr. Carmel Finley 
Milam 302C 
Office hours: T, 2-4 pm and by appointment 
carmel.finley@oregonstate.edu  
7-3469 
  
This Baccalaureate Core Course surveys the historical development of several 
world civilizations roughly from the 8th century to the late 18th century. World 
History explores the religious, cultural, social, political, and economic institutions 
of various societies, and how these societies intersect.  The focus of this class 
will be on the development of trade and globalization, and the role of the sea in 
bringing cultures together—and keeping them apart. 

 

Course goals:  
Students who work diligently in this course will learn:  
 

• the large‐scale continuities and changes in world history, as viewed through 

the specific lens of science and technology;  
• to understand the development of science and technology not just as a 

series of technical developments but also as the product of specific 
cultural and environmental settings;  

• to appreciate African, Asian, Middle Eastern, Native American, and Pacific 
technologies and ideas about nature both as worthy of historical study in 
their own right, as well as contributory to our contemporary scientific 
practices and technologies;  

• how to read historical texts not just for information, but also to evaluate 
existing and construct original arguments; and  

 
  
  
Books: 
The Origins of the Modern World, Robert Marks 
Cod: A Biography of the Fish that Changed the World, Mark Kurlansky  

Each week’s readings will include an additional paper, to be found on 
Blackboard. 
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Books are available at the OSU Bookstore. Copies have also been placed on 
reserve at the Valley Library. There will be additional assigned readings, mainly 
articles that will be available to download from Blackboard. 

 
The general rule for introductory college courses is that students should expect 
to devote 2-3 hours of preparation outside of class for every credit hour earned. 
For this class, that means nine hours per week. Most importantly, you should 
read actively, not passively. Think about what you're reading. Take notes. Be 
prepared with thoughts and questions.  
 

Format: 

Class sessions will involve combinations of lecture and discussion. The course is 
organized so that discussion of reading assignments will precede lectures. 
Lectures will be at least partly organized to address student questions and 
interests in the reading. 

Resources: Help with Writing 

http://ica.library.oregonstate.edu/course-guide/761 

Assignments: 

You should consider this class to be one the jobs who have taken for fall quarter. 

1) You are required to come to class; 
2) You are required to arrive on time. 
3) Please turn your cell phone off so you do not disturb other students. 
4) You are also required to come to class prepared, by having read the 

materials, and ready to engage with the ideas of others.  

Exams 

There will NOT be a final exam. Instead, there will be one in-class midterm, 
scheduled for Friday, May. 9.  The exam will be worth 50 points. 

Students will be required to participate in a small group project, arranged 
around a series of questions. Each group will answer the question and present t 
heir findings to the class. 25 points.  

There will be one writing assignment a week, due each Monday. Each writing 
assignment will be worth 10 points. The final assignment will be a summary of 
the issues explored in the weekly papers and will be worth 20 points. 

http://ica.library.oregonstate.edu/course-guide/761
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Grading: 

Exam    50 

Small Groups  25 

Weekly Writings            90 

Final writing    25 

Two in-class writings  10 

Total    200 points 

 

Citations: 
 

Using somebody else’s words without giving credit to them is a violation of 
copyright and it is considered unethical conduct and subject to disciplinary action. 
All direct quotations, and parts of quotations, from the readings should be cited, 
using a simple (Marks, 31). Information from other sources should also be cited. 
The first citation is complete (Author, Title, Publisher, Year, City, page), the 
second is an informal (author, page). All material downloaded from the 
Internet must be cited and students should discuss how reliable they 
consider Internet information to be.  
 

Week One: The Master Narrative 

First short writing assignment, due Monday, April 5, will be on Samuel P. 
Huntington’s paper, “The Clash of Civilizations.” It is posted on Blackboard.,  

Week Two: Islam and the Crusades 

Ch. 1-2, The Rise of Islam, by Matthew S. Gordon, BB 

Medieval Sourcebook, five accounts of Pope Urban II’s speech, BB 

Thomas Madden, The New Concise History of the Crusades, BB. 

Week Three: The Medieval World 

Read Marks, Ch. 1 
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“The Forest,” in 1215: The Year of Magna Carta, by Danny Danziger and John 
Gillingham. 

“A Journal of the Plague Year,” by Daniel Defoe, 1665. 

Week Four: China 

Marks, Ch. 2 

“All the Silks in China,” by Janet Abu-Lughod, from Before European Hegemony, 
The World System A.D. 1250-1350. 

Week Four: Africa 

Marks, Ch. 3 

Philip Curtin, The Rise and Fall of the Plantation Complex, BB 

Week Five: The New World 

Marks, Ch. 4 

“A Dish of Fruit,” from Vermeer’s  Hat, The Seventeenth Century and the Dawn 
of the Global World, by Timothy Brooks, BB 

Week Six: Revolutions: Industrial, Scientific, and Political 

Marks, Ch. 5 

Week Seven: Mercantilism into Capitalism 

Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, BB 

Week Eight: Commodities 

Mark Kurlansky, Cod 1-155. 

Week Nine: The New World Economy 

Marks, Ch. 6. 

“The Economics of Violence,” from The World that Trade Created, by Kenneth 
Pomeranz and Stephen Topik. 

Week Ten: Bringing it all Together 
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