
HISTORY 132    AFRICA -- THE AGE OF CONQUEST:  AFRICAN HISTORY 1750--1900 

 

 

Winter Quarter 2010     T-Th   11:50--1:20     LC     Mr. Garfield 

 

 

 This course surveys African history from the mid-18th through the early 

20th Century, concentrating on the rise and fall of African kingdoms and 

the creation of European colonial empires in Africa during those years.  

The focus of the course is on the factors that drove or allowed both 

Africans and Europeans to create large new political entities during that 

era; and why Africa was in such a fluid political situation that conquest 

on a grand scale was possible. 

 

 History 228 satisfies the Liberal Studies requirement of a course in 

the Domain of "Understanding the Past," in the geographic area of Africa. 

 

 The course consists of both lectures and readings. Attendance is 

optional, except on exam days, but students are responsible for all 

material covered in class, for all announcements made in class, and for 

all assigned readings, even if not further discussed in class.  Don't make 

the mistake of thinking that because attendance will not be taken, coming 

to class is not important.  Blowing off class is the surest way to fail. 

 

 Grades for the course will be based on two exams during the term and a 

Final Exam.  Besides these, no "extra credit" projects or papers are 

accepted; don't even ask. Except in unusual circumstances approved by the 

Instructor in advance, NO MAKE-UP EXAMS WILL BE GIVEN!   

 

 Each exam will consist of an essay section and a map section.  Students 

will be expected to be able to locate and identify on maps the places 

talked about and shown in class.  For that purpose, they should make use 

of the maps handed out by the Instructor to take geographical notes, as 

notebooks are used to take notes on other kinds of information.  

 

 The dates of the exams, and their weight toward the term grade, are 

noted below.  Each exam will have a point value only; no letter-grade will 

be given.  At the end of the course, each student's points will be added 

up, the totals put on a scale, and a final grade for the course derived.  

This will be the only actual letter-grade given, but the Instructor will 

let students know, after each exam, their standing in the course to that 

point in nominal letter-grade terms.  Though the final grade will be on a 

scale, in no circumstances will a student whose point total is less than 

50% for the term's work be given a passing grade. 

 

 

 



 Students who may need an accommodation based on a disability or 

learning problem should see the Instructor as quickly as possible.  All 

such matters will be handled in strictest confidence.  If a student needs 

special attention, such as writing on a word-processor or unlimited time 

for exams, they should let the Instructor know, and also contact one of 

the university offices who co-ordinate such requests.  Please contact the 

PLuS Program and/or the Office for Students with Disabilities; both are 

located in the Student Center, LPC, Rm. 307 [773 325-1677]. 

 

 As a matter of classroom courtesy, students must turn off all cell-

phones and other electronic devices before coming to class.  Anyone whose 

phone or other device goes off during class, or who uses such a device 

during class, such as by text-messaging, will be asked to leave for the 

day.  A second offense will lead to the student being dropped from the 

course. 

 

 Students are expected to follow the University guidelines, as stated in 

the Student handbook, regarding academic honesty.  Any student who in any 

way cheats on an exam will automatically fail the course.  The incident 

will also be reported to the Office of the Dean of the College of Liberal 

Arts & Sciences for further action, which may include suspension or 

expulsion from the university. 

 

 The text for the course is:  Robert W. July, "A History of the African 

People," 5th edition.  All pages noted below are from that book.   

 

 The course topics, the dates on which they will be discussed, and the 

readings for each, are: 

 

Jan. 5--Introduction:  Two Continents;  150-151, 164-170, 181-183.  

 

Jan. 7--The Slave Trade, Abolition and Africa;  170-176, 252-264. 

 

Jan. 12--Islamic Revolution in the Sudan;  188-200. 

 

Jan. 14--Kingdoms of the Slave Coast;  264-273. 

           

Jan. 19--Britain in West Africa;  328-344. 

 

Jan. 21--Britain, France and the Sudan;  200-208, 322-328. 

 

Jan. 26--FIRST EXAM   (30%) 

 

Jan. 28--Egypt and the Sudan;  183-187, 209-226. 

 

Feb. 2--Ethiopia and Empire;  314-320. 

 

Feb. 4--East Africa:  the Coast;  275-283. 



Feb. 9--East Africa:  the Interior;  283-291. 

 

Feb. 11--Belgium and the Congo;  424-433. 

 

Feb. 16--SECOND EXAM  (30%) 

 

Feb. 18--Central Africa and the Mfecane;  233-241. 

  

[Feb. 19th; last date to drop course] 

 

Feb. 23--Central Africa and the Europeans;  363-373. 

 

Feb. 26--South Africa:  The Bantu;  228-233. 

         

Feb. 25--South Africa:  The Boers;  241-250. 

 

Mar. 2--South Africa:  The British;  345-363. 

 

Mar. 4--The Scramble for Africa;  295-310. 

    

Mar. 9--Africa and Europe, 1914;  310-314. 

         

 

FINAL EXAM:  Tuesday, Mar. 16th, 11:45 a.m.    (40%) 

 

 

 

 The Instructor's office hours for Winter Quarter are in Lewis Center, 

Room 1641, on Tuesday and Thursday, 9:30 -- 11:30 and 1:30 -- 2:00. There 

will also be office hours on the Lincoln Park Campus on Tuesday, 3:30 -- 

5:45, in SAC, Room 406.  The Loop phone number is (312) 362-6239.  The LPC 

phone is (773) 325-1556; it has voice-mail for taking messages. If you 

wish a return call, please leave your name and phone number, including 

area code. The Instructor can be reached by e-mail at:  

rgarfiel@.depaul.edu  

 


