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ARTH 420/599: Pompeii 

Professor Christopher Gregg 

 
Tuesdays, 4:30-7:10 Robinson A, 234    Email: cgregg@gmu.edu 
Office hours: Robinson A 373, 10:30-11:20 Weds. or by appointment 
 
Text Books (required): 
Filippo Coarelli et  al., Pompeii (Riverside Press, 2002). 
 
Alison Cooley and M.G.L. Cooley, Pompeii: A Sourcebook (Routledge, 2004). 
 
Alison Cooley, Pompeii: A Duckworth Archaeological History (Duckworth, 2004). 
 
Graded Requirements: 
Attendance, Preparation, Participation    15% 
Discussion Presentation      10% 
Weekly Synthesis Papers     45% 
Exhibit Paper       10% 
Paper Topic/Bibliography        5% 
Research Paper       15% 
 
Course Objectives: 
To acquire an in-depth knowledge of the history, architecture and society of ancient Pompeii 
 as well as its impact on modern artistic sensibilities 
To place Pompeii in the larger spectrum of Classical Art, both Greek and Roman 
To integrate archaeological, art historical, and primary literary material into a single, coherent  

intellectual narrative 
To experience primary cultural material in an exhibition context as an extension of readings and  
 images in the classroom setting 
To practice essential writing, research, and analytical skills in an academic environment 
 
Course Structure: 
Readings:  Everyone should read all of the assignments—both “Core” and 
“Synthesis/Discussion”—before the class meetings.  In order for you to be engaged in the 
material and prepared for a seminar style discussion, you must have read the material 
thoughtfully.  I also suggest taking a few notes from each reading or writing down 
questions/concerns that you have about the material.  Remember that participation is a 
substantial portion of your grade in the seminar: you cannot properly participate if you have not 
read the material.  Articles, unless otherwise specified, can be found in the JSTOR database. 
 Core Readings: these provide the basic details for our discussion and are fundamental 
  to understanding the history, society, architecture and art of Pompeii. 
 Synthesis and Discussion: these go into greater detail about one specific aspect or area 
  of that day’s discussion or, alternately, place Pompeii in a larger context. 
 
Synthesis Papers:  Each class meeting (unless otherwise specified), you will turn in a 200-300 
word, typed paper.  The paper will be based on all of the readings for that day, concentrating on 
but not limited to material from the Synthesis and Discussion assignments.  The goal of the 
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Synthesis paper is NOT to produce a summary: in this brief format, you should address one 
particular idea, problem or even quotation by drawing together ideas from several of the 
readings assigned for that day. Do not try to summarize each reading, but rather synthesize the 

readings into what you consider to be the “big ideas,” connections or contradictory opinions 
expressed in the readings.  In short, the paper should be a response to the question what have I 
learned once you put all of these readings together.  You do not have to refer to every reading, 
but you should bring in at least two or three in each of your responses.  You may want to start 
with a quote from one of the readings or text from Cooley’s Sourcebook and analyze it in relation 
to all the readings; alternately, you may want to choose one point touched on by each of the 
readings and compare the authors’ ideas on that point; other times, you may want to offer 
critiques on the methodology or effectiveness of the readings.  There is no one single approach 
or format.  Be thoughtful and creative.  As a seminar, this class is intended to make you think 
independently and form your own scholarly opinions: use these papers to express your thoughts 
in relationship to our readings. 
Papers are due in class: late submissions will not be accepted. 
There are 12 of these due over the course of the semester: the top nine (9) grades worth up to 
5% each will be added together at the end of the semester for each student, with the lowest three 
dropped, to determine 45% of your grade in the course. 

 
Discussion Leaders: Each member of the class will be responsible for an oral presentation on an 

article under the “Synthesis and Discussion” readings.  Undergraduates will present one (or two) 
article while graduate students will present two (or three).  
For the article that you are presenting, you need to be prepared to provide a concise summary of 
the article: do not try to repeat everything, rather boil it down to the most significant features. The 
summary should run 5-10 minutes.  This will be followed by class discussion, lead by the 
presenter.  To facilitate this discussion the Discussion Leader should also distribute to everyone 
in the class—by email the day prior to class or printed at the beginning of class-- a typed/printed 
list of 3-5 discussion points, quotations, etc.   
This counts heavily in your grade (10% of your overall grade) so needs to be taken seriously. 
 
Exhibit and Exhibit Paper 
As expressed in the course description for this seminar, there will be one mandatory group trip to 
the Pompeii exhibition that opens October 19

th
 at the National Gallery of Art in DC. Because the 

NGA closes at 5 pm, we will not be able to do this during scheduled class hours.  We will need to 
make the trip as a group one Saturday after the exhibit opens (October 19

th
) but before 

Thanksgiving week.  To balance out the Saturday trip, class will be cancelled on November 25
th
, 

Thanksgiving week.  We will settle on a date within the first or second week of the semester: 
attendance on this fieldtrip is a mandatory component of the course. 
 
 In concert with the visit, a short writing assignment will be required based on the exhibition.  
Dates and details of the assignment will be made available before the trip to the Gallery. 
 
Research Paper 
There is a list of paper topics at the end of the syllabus.  I suggest that you look at a number of 
these (most are in one or more of the textbooks) and see what seems most interesting.   
 Choosing a topic: at our October 7

th
 class meeting, you will need to hand in your top 

three (3) preferences for paper topics, ranked in terms of desirability.  I will do my best to 
accommodate everyone’s preferences. 
 Preliminary Bibliography: a typed, properly formatted preliminary bibliography is due in 
class on November 4

th
.  This should include a minimum of four sources (6 for graduate students 

in the class), not including the textbooks for the class.  There should be no more than two web-
based resources in this initial bibliography.  On the whole, I strongly advise caution when 
consulting web-based sources for scholarly information (images are a different matter).  
Wikipedia is NOT a scholarly source!!  Make certain that you evaluate the academic integrity of 
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your on-line sources; for the most part, .edu extensions are trustworthy, but do not take even that 
at face value. 
 It is very important from a scholarly perspective that you include primary (ancient) 
sources, even if only in translation. For this seminar, your textbook, Pompeii: A Sourcebook, will 
be invaluable for primary sources.  There are also a number of translations of ancient texts 
available, including the Loeb Classical Library series available in Library and arranged, for the 
most part, according to author.  There are also web-based translations: the Perseus site 
(www.perseus.tufts.edu) is one of the most reliable.  Do be aware that older translations are 
common so a translation done in the last 20-30 years is preferable. 
 Paper: The paper itself will be due prior to exam week, specific time to be announced 
later.  The paper must be 5-7 pages (7-10 for graduate students) and have at least 7 
bibliographical sources.  No more than three of those sources should be web-based. At least one 
reference must be an ancient source, quotation, graffito or inscription.  At least a part of your 
paper should link its topic to material discussed in the seminar.  Clarity of argument, structure, 
grammatical and syntactical issues will all be factored into the final grade of the paper along with 
the quality of research.  Proofreading errors will detrimental to the grade. 
 
Attendance: 
 A seminar requires your attendance and your verbal participation at every meeting.  
Medical or other legitimately documented absences will be excused.  All others will negatively 
affect your Participation grade (15% of your grade). 

 
 
 
Weekly Schedule: 
 Note that the weekly schedule is subject to change based on the pace of the class and  

other factors, so the syllabus may be updated at various times during the term. 
August 
26th  Introduction and Orientation to Pompeii and its Environs 
  Coarelli: 13-45 
  Cooley, Pompeii, map p. 12, pp. 18-49 
  Cooley, Sourcebook, Introduction and Chapter 3 (Intro, C 1, 6-15, 17) 

JSTOR: For a concise chronology see: “Pompeii: 27 Centuries” in the Bulletin of  
the Art Institute of Chicago 72.4 (1978): 3-13. 

*Bring Sourcebook to class 
 
 
 

September 
2nd  Forum at Pompeii 
Core Reading: Coarelli: 53-73 
  Cooley, Sourcebook, Chapter 6 (Intro, F 1-20, 45, 62, 88, 90, 100) 
 
Synthesis and Discussion: 

John Dobbins, “The Forum and its dependencies,” in World of Pompeii ed. by 
J. Dobbins and P. Foss. (Blackboard pdf)   

 (Focus on ideas that vary from Coarelli’s assessment of the forum) 
 

 
 
 



 
9th   Entertainment Venues 
Core Reading: Coarelli: 146-186; 194-201 
 
Synthesis and Discussion: 

Cooley, Sourcebook, Chapter 4 (Intro, D 1-20, 27, 34-38, 45-50, 58-62, 66-69,  
98-102) 

  Ray Laurence, “Moral Zoning” pdf from Pompeii: Space and Society (Blackboard) 
 
 
16th  The Baths and Other Recreational Facilities 
Core Reading: Coarelli: 186-193, Cooley, Sourcebook, D 105-109 

 Trevor Hodge, “In Vitruvium Pompeianum: Urban Water Distribution  
Reappraised,” American Journal of Archaeology, Vol. 100, No. 2  
(Apr., 1996), pp. 261-276 

 
Synthesis and Discussion: 

Garrett G. Fagan, “The Genesis of the Roman Public Bath: Recent Approaches and  
Future Directions,” American Journal of Archaeology, Vol. 105, No. 3 (Jul., 2001),  
pp. 403-426 (Focus on the Pompeian and Campanian material) 

Roy Bowen Ward, “Women in Roman Baths” The Harvard Theological Review, Vol. 85,  
No. 2 (Apr., 1992), pp. 125-147 

 
 
23rd  Religion in Pompeii 
Core Reading: Coarelli, 74-109 
   
Synthesis and Discussion: 
 Maureen Carroll and David Godden, “The Sanctuary of Apollo at Pompeii:  

Reconsidering Chronologies and Excavation History,” American Journal of  
Archaeology, Vol. 104, No. 4 (Oct., 2000), pp. 743-754 

Cooley, Sourcebook, Chapter 5 (Intro, E 1-8, 15-20, 38-39, 51-57, 68-81) 
 
30th  Commerce in Pompeii 
Core Reading: Coarelli, 110-145 
  Cooley, Sourcebook Chapter 8 (Intro, H 5-11, 15, 18-23, 31-34) 

  
 
Synthesis and Discussion: 

John DeFelice, “Inns and taverns,” in World of Pompeii ed. by J. Dobbins 
  and P. Foss (Blackboard pdf) 
Robert I. Curtis, “A Personalized Floor Mosaic from Pompeii,” American Journal of  

Archaeology, Vol. 88, No. 4 (Oct., 1984), pp. 557-566 
Walter O. Moeller, “The Male Weavers at Pompeii,” Technology and Culture,  

Vol. 10, No. 4 (Oct., 1969), pp. 561-566 
 Wilhelmina F. Jashemski, "The Garden of Hercules at Pompeii" (II.viii.6): The Discovery  

of a Commercial Flower Garden,” American Journal of Archaeology, Vol. 83, 
 No. 4 (Oct., 1979), pp. 403-411 
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October 
7th  Houses 
 Top three topics for research paper due in class 
Core Reading: Coarelli: 203-239 
 “Painting in Rome and Pompeii” in The Metropolitan Museum of Art  

Bulletin, New Series, Vol. 45, No. 3 (Winter, 1987-1988), pp. 3-16 
 
Synthesis and Discussion: 
 Andrew Wallace-Hadrill, excerpts from Pompeii: Houses and Society (Blackboard pdf) 
 
 
 
14th   NO CLASS: Monday classes meet this day 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
21st  Houses 
Core Reading: Coarelli: House of the Cryptoporticus and Ilion Sanctuary, House of Marcus  

Lucretius Fronto, House of Meleager, House of the Tragic Poet  
 
Synthesis and Discussion: 

Bettina Bergman, “The Roman House as Memory Theater: The House of the Tragic Poet  
in Pompeii” in The Art Bulletin, Vol. 76, No. 2 (Jun., 1994), pp. 225-256 

 Guy P. R. Metraux, “Ancient Housing: "Oikos" and "Domus" in Greece and Rome,”  
The Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians, Vol. 58, No. 3, 
Architectural History 1999/2000 (Sep., 1999), pp. 392-405 

 
 
 
28th  Houses 
Core Reading:  Coarelli: House of the Vettii, Praedia of Julia Felix, Insula of the Chaste Lovers 
  Cooley, Sourcebook Chapter 9, J 59-70  
 
Synthesis and Discussion: 
 William C. Archer, “The Paintings in the Alae of the Casa dei Vettii and a Definition of the  

Fourth Pompeian Style,” American Journal of Archaeology, Vol. 94, No. 1 
 (Jan., 1990), pp. 95-123 

 Ruth Westgate, “Pavimenta atque emblemata vermiculata: Regional Styles in Hellenistic  
Mosaic and the First Mosaics at Pompeii, American Journal of Archaeology, Vol.  
104, No. 2 (Apr., 2000), pp. 255-275 

 
 

October 19th: Pompeii exhibition opens at the National Gallery of Art 



 
 
November 
4th  Villas 
 Preliminary bibliography for research paper due in class. 
Core Reading: Coarelli: 346-377 
  Ellen Churchill Semple, “Ancient Mediterranean Pleasure Gardens,”  

Geographical Review, Vol. 19, No. 3 (Jul., 1929), pp. 420-443 
 
Synthesis and Discussion: 
 James Ackerman, “ The Villa as Paradigm,” Perspecta, Vol. 22, Paradigms of Architecture  

(1986), pp. 10-31 
Wilhelmina F. Jashemski, “The Discovery of a Large Vineyard at Pompeii: University of  

Maryland Excavations, 1970,” American Journal of Archaeology, Vol. 77, No. 1  
(Jan., 1973), pp. 27-41 
 

 
11th  Identity at Pompeii 
Core Reading: Cooley, Pompeii, pp. 50-64 

Sourcebook, F 89 (M. Holconius Rufus) and H 51 
Michele George, “The lives of slaves,” in The World of Pompeii ed. by 

   J. Dobbins and P. Foss (Blackboard pdf) 
   
Synthesis and Discussion: 

Susan Silberberg-Pierce, “The Muse Restored: Images of Women in Roman Painting,” 
Woman's Art Journal, Vol. 14, No. 2 (Autumn, 1993 - Winter, 1994), pp. 28-36 

Andrew Lintott, “Freedmen and Slaves in the Light of Legal Documents from  
First-Century A.D. Campania,” The Classical Quarterly, New Series, Vol. 52, No. 2  
(2002), pp. 555-565 

Katherine Welch,  “Pompeian men and women in portrait sculpture,” in  
The World of Pompeii ed. by J. Dobbins and P. Foss (Blackboard pdf) 

 
 
18th  Tombs at Pompeii 
Core Reading: Coarelli, 379-391 
  Sarah Cormack, “The tombs at Pompeii,” in World of Pompeii ed. by J. Dobbins 
   and P. Foss (Blackboard pdf) 
 
Synthesis and Discussion: 
 Cooley, Sourcebook Chapter 7 (Intro, G 4-12, 15, 24, 27, 30, 48-58, 66-69) 
 Wilhelmina F. Jashemski, “Tomb Gardens at Pompeii,” The Classical Journal,  

Vol. 66, No. 2 (Dec., 1970 - Jan., 1971), pp. 97-115 
 
25th  No Class to balance Saturday trip to NGA (Thanksgiving Week) 
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December  
2nd  Pompeii and its effects 
Core Reading: Cooley, Pompeii, 65-96 
  Cooley, Sourcebook Chapter 9 (J 1-5) 
 
Discussion and Synthesis: 

Meyer Reinhold, “American Visitors to Pompeii, Herculaneum, and Paestum in  
the Nineteenth Century” in  Journal of Aesthetic Education, Vol. 19, No. 1,  
Special Issue: Paestum and Classical Culture: Past and Present (Spring, 1985), 
pp. 115-128  

Nancy Ramage, “Goods, Graves, and Scholars: 18th-Century Archaeologists in Britain  
and Italy,” American Journal of Archaeology, Vol. 96, No. 4 (Oct., 1992),  
pp. 653-661 

 
Paper Topics: 
Decorative Silverware from Pompeii/Herculaneum 
Gardens, garden decoration, fountains at Pompeii or Herculaneum 
Placement of bakeries in the cityscape of Pompeii 
Dining and food in Pompeii 
Lararia at Pompeii 
The Wax Tablets of Iucundus 
Thermopolia of Pompeii 
House of the Ship Europa 
House of Loreius Tiburtinus/Octavius Quartio (different names, same house) 
Topic on religion at Pompeii (you come up with a thesis and have it approved by me) 
 
Herculaneum: 
 Theater 
 “Basilica” 
 House of Opus craticium 
 House of the Samnite 
 House of Neptune and Amphitrite 
 Suburban Baths 
 Commercial activity at Herculaneum 
 
Stabiae Villas 
 
Topic related to NGA exhibition, determined in consultation with me 
 
If there is another topic, not listed here, that you are interested in pursuing, please discuss it 
with me.  All topics, however, must be approved, so do not change at the last minute without 
consulting me. 


