
Latin America Via the Novel:  Gabriel García Márquez  

and Latin American History 
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  Tuesdays &       
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  H-439 

 
 

 

Professor Nora Jaffary                                                                  (514) 848-2424 ext. 2432 

Mc Connell Library Building, LB-1041-5                                 

njaffary@alcor.concordia.ca    

Office Hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays, 12:00-1:00 

and by appointment 

course website available at:  http://moodle.concordia.ca 
 

Objectives: 

 

 This course uses Gabriel García Márquez‟s literary masterpiece One Hundred 

Years of Solitude as a lens through which to examine modern Latin American history and 

its representation.  Focusing on Colombia in the period since its early nineteenth-century 

independence from Spain, but also treating literature and history from Mexico, Argentina, 

Cuba, Chile, Haiti, and Guatemala, we will study García Márquez‟s portrayal of a 

number of issues central to the history of many Latin American countries including 

imperialism and autonomy, revolution and violence, and the dynamics of class, race, and 

gender.  By comparing “fictional” and “factual” accounts of these issues – both colonial 

and modern – to their presentation in Solitude, we will discuss why García Márquez and 

other authors depicted Latin America as they did.  We will also analyze how historical 

contexts influenced their renditions of Latin America‟s past and we will consider what 

these works convey about the uses people make of history and the role historical memory 

plays in Latin American society. 

 

Required Texts (Available at the Concordia Bookstore): 

Gabriel García Márquez, One Hundred Years of Solitude.  New York:  Harper Perennial, 

1991 

Gabriel García Márquez, No-One Writes to the General and Other Stories.  New York:  

Harper Perennial, 2005 
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Optional Texts: (Available at the Concordia Bookstore.  You will need to use one of 

these texts for your term paper):   

 

Isabel Allende, The House of the Spirits. New York:  Bantam, 1986. 

Alejo Carpentier, The Kingdom of this World.  New York:  Farrar, 2006. 

Miguel Angel Asturias, The President.  Long Grove:  Waveland, 1997. 

 

For those of you without a background in Latin America‟s history, I strongly recommend 

reading – or consulting one of the following overviews on reserve in the Webster Library: 

 

John Charles Chasteen, Born in Blood and Fire:  A Concise History of Latin America  

E. Bradford Burns, Latin America:  A Concise Interpretive History 

 

Grading Scheme:     A+ = 90-100 C+ = 67-69 

       A   = 85-89 C   = 63-66 

Short assignment, Thurs. Oct. 11 10 %   A-  = 80-84  C-  = 60-62  

Term paper, Tues. Nov. 20  35 %  B+ = 77-79 D+ = 57-59 

In-class assignments (top 3 out of 5) 10 %  B   = 73-76 D   = 53-56 

Participation    10 %  B-  = 70-72 D-  = 50-52  

Final exam    35 %    F    =   0-49 

 

University and Class Policies: 
 

The only acceptable excuses for not submitting work or for missing tests are medical or 

family emergencies (job interviews, computer problems, etc. are not acceptable excuses).  

In either case, students requesting extensions or make-ups must provide written 

documentation of their circumstances.  It is not necessary to divulge the nature of medical 

ailment, but a physician‟s note must indicate that the medical condition or its treatment 

impaired the student‟s ability to complete the required work on time.  

 

Term papers may be handed in late, but for each week they are late, papers will receive a 

deduction of one letter grade (10%).  Term papers may not be submitted after the last day 

of class.  The late penalty does not change if papers are submitted one hour or one week 

late.   Late papers will be assigned a grade but will not receive any written comments.   

Papers must be submitted to me in person in class or during my office hours.  Do not 

leave papers under my office door.  Do not send me papers electronically.  You may 

leave papers for me in my departmental mailbox, however, if you choose to do this, be 

aware that I will date their submission from the date I pick them up, rather than the date 

they were deposited.   

  

Plagiarism – the presentation of the work of another person as one's own or without 

proper acknowledgement – is a grave academic offence and will be prosecuted according 

to the University‟s Code of Conduct.  It is easy for instructors to detect when papers, or 

portions of them, are drawn from the internet. 
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Class Format: 

 

My lectures will take up the majority of class time, but I will often incorporate questions 

and short discussions into my lectures.  I will post reading questions for you to consider 

on the website in advance of each each class.  Your participation grade will reflect your 

attendance, regular contributions to class discussions, in-class assignment results, and 

thoughtful responses to the course‟s texts, and discussion questions and answers.  

 

Assignments: 

 

a) Papers 
 

Please be sure to follow all requirements and instructions regarding format, style, and 

content provided in separate class handout. 

 

i) Short Assignment:  Preliminary work for longer term paper 

 

 Due Thurs. Oct. 11 

 Submit the following elements:  topic choice, thesis statement, introductory 

paragraph, paper outline, one-page sample analysis of primary text (i.e. either 

Solitude or Kingdom of this World, Mr. President, or House of Spirits), 

bibliography, 

 

The purpose of this assignment is two-fold.  First, it will prompt you to commence 

the foundational work necessary to produce the course‟s longer term paper.  You will 

have to select your topic, locate your secondary sources, create an initial 

interpretation of your source, and plan your paper‟s structure.  Second, it will be an 

opportunity for you to receive some feedback from me about both the mechanics 

(style, structure, and grammar) of your writing and your approach to your topic 

(argument and use of evidence) well in advance of the final paper‟s due date. 

 

First, select a subject for your larger term paper.  (See list of possible paper topics 

below.)  Narrow the topic by deciding what approach you will take to the subject.  

Gather the primary and secondary source materials you will need, and compose the 

bibliography that you will use.  Do a preliminary reading of your secondary sources 

and a more careful reading of your primary source(s) in order to create a provisional 

thesis statement, structural outline, and a two-page writing sample containing 

(roughly) a one-to two-paragraph introduction and a one-page writing sample of your 

approach to analysing your primary source.  Along with this written work, include the 

other elements listed above. 

 

ii) Term Paper 

 

 Due Tues. Nov. 20 

 2000 words – roughly 8 pages (plus or minus 10 % of this length) 
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 This is an interpretive paper that compares One Hundred Years of Solitude to 

either Mr. President, The Kingdom of this World, or The House of the Spirits to 

investigate one of the topics listed below 

 Along with the two novels, you should also draw from at least five secondary 

sources (scholarly articles or monographs, not textbooks, encyclopaedias, and 

DEFINITELY NOT websites).  For your secondary sources, you may (but are not 

required to) use up to two readings from the course pack. 

 

Topics:  (In defining your thesis, you will need to apply these broad topics to particular 

examples in both books).  In developing your theses, articulate conclusive answers to one 

of these questions. (You might decide that in order to do so, you need to refine them 

further.)  

 

1.  Contextual influences on fictional depictions of history.  How did the 

context in which each author wrote affect the way in which she or he treated such 

issues as (choose one) dictatorship, revolution, violence, race, or gender?   

 

2. Realism and Magic Realism.  Compare each author‟s use of magic realism: 

When, why, and how did they use it in these works?  When and why did they 

refrain from using it? How does their use of this style transform the way they 

treated Latin America‟s history?   

 

3.  Literary depictions of history.  How do these authors‟ fictional versions of 

history diverge from conventional depictions of the topics they treat?  Would you 

argue that these changes enhance or detract from their ability to convey truth 

about their subjects?  How do they differ from (or resemble) particular “factual” 

treatments you have found in other primary or secondary sources?   

 

b) In-Class Assignments 

 

Students will complete five un-announced pop quizzes or short, in-class writing 

assignments dealing with the day‟s required readings.  The quizzes will be straight-

forward and it will be easy to do well on them providing you have done the reading.  

They will be of multiple choice, T/F, or short-answer format.  The writing assignments 

will be one- or two-paragraph reaction pieces to a central question or issue treated in the 

reading.  I will count only each student‟s top 3 scores on these assignments in calculating 

final grades.  All scores however, will influence students‟ participation grade. 

 

c) Discussion Questions   

 

Students will each prepare one insightful discussion question – which they are also 

prepared to answer – for the class discussions about the novels by Asturias, Carpentier, 

and Allende.  Students need only prepare a question and answer for the novel about 

which they will write their term papers.  Students must e-mail me their questions at least 

one week prior to the date scheduled for discussion of each novel (Oct. 16, Oct. 23, and 

Nov. 22) so that I can post them on the course website for others to consider.   
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Schedule of Classes and Readings: 
 

You should begin reading One Hundred Years of Solitude immediately.  The sooner you 

have finished it, the easier it will be for you to understand the material we will discuss in 

class and the easier it will be for you to select your term paper topic.  Aim to have 

completed the novel before class on Tuesday September 25.  All readings below, aside 

from works by García, Asturias, Carpentier, and Allende refer to material in the course 

pack.   

 

Part I:  Introductory Framework 

 

1.  Tuesday September 4. Course Introduction 

 

2.  Thursday September 6. Gabriel García Márquez: A Biographical Portrait  

 

     Gabriel García Márquez, “The solitude of Latin America:  Nobel Prize address 1982.”  

 Ernesto González Bermejo, “And Now, Two Hundred Years of Solitude.”  

   

3.  Tuesday September 11. Episodes in Latin American and Colombian History  

 

   Gene H. Bell-Villada, “The Country.” 

 

4.  Thursday September 13. Fictional and Factual Representation  

 

  Louis O. Mink, “Narrative Form as a Cognitive Instrument” 

  

5.  Tuesday September 18. Magic Realism and the Boom 

     

  Regina James, “Magic Realism.” 

 Alejo Carpentier, “Prologue” to The Kingdom of this World 

  

6.  Thursday September 20. Writing the term paper.  

 

Part II:  Literary Precedents  

 

**We will discuss how all the authors in this section served as literary precedents for 

García.  As you read, try making connections between elements of their writing and 

Solitude.** 

 

7.  Tuesday September 25. Early Representations of Latin America  

 

  Christopher Columbus, “The Columbus Letter.”  

  Amerigo Vespucci, “Account of His First Voyage, 1497.”  
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8.  Thursday September 27. Fernández de Lizardi and The Colonial World  

 

Cheryl E. Martin and Mark Wasserman, Latin America and its People, pp. 169-202.  

 

9.  Tuesday October 2. Legacies of Colonialism: The Mangy Parrot and Solitude 

  

Fernández de Lizardi, The Mangy Parrot, pp. 1-15, 38-49, 114-134. 

 

10. Thursday October 4. Caudillismo:  Juan Manuel de Rosas 

  

Domingo F. Sarmiento, Facundo or, Civilization and Barbarism, pp. 9-27, 71-85. 

 

11. Tuesday October 9. Liberalism, Conservatism and Caudillismo:  Past and Present, 

Fiction and Reality  

 

Jeffrey M. Shumway, “Sometimes Knowing How to Forget is Also Having a 

Memory.” 

 

12. Thursday October 11.  Liberal Dictatorships (Short assignments due.) 

 

 Ralph Lee Woodward Jr., “The Rise and Decline of Liberalism in Central America.” 

 

13. Tuesday October 16.  Miguel Angel Asturias:  Representing Dictatorship 

 

 Miguel Angel Asturias, El Señor Presidente (for students writing term papers on 

this novel) 

 

14. Thursday October 18.  Revolutionary Haiti  

  

 Franklin W. Knight, “The Haitian Revolution.” 

 

15. Tuesday October 23.  Alejo Carpentier:  The Marvelous Real Revolution 

 

 Alejo Carpentier, The Kingdom of this World (for students writing term papers on 

this novel) 

 

Part III:  Solitude, Solidarity, and Latin American History 

 

**We will discuss all the historical topics in this section by considering how García treats 

them in his writing.  As you read, consider what we learn about these issues –or García‟s 

perspective on them – in Solitude.**    

 

16. Thursday October 25.  The Cuban Revolution  

 

 Thomas C. Wright, “Cuba:  The Making of a Revolution,” and “Fidelismo and the 

Radicalization of Latin American Politics.”  
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17. Tuesday October 30. Foreign Influences and Self-Determination 

 

 Eduardo Posada Carbó, “External Influences.”  

 

18.  Thursday November 1. Racial Dynamics in Colombia and in Solitude 

  

 Nancy Appelbaum, “Whitening the Region: Caucano Mediation and „Antiqueño 

Colonization,‟ in Nineteenth-Century Colombia.” 

 

19.  Tuesday November 6. Gender in Latin America and in Solitude 

 

 Elizabeth Dore, “The Holy Family:  Imagined Households in Latin American 

History.” 

 

20.  Thursday November 8.  The Banana Massacre  

 

 Eduardo Posada Carbó, “Fiction as History.” 

 Catherine Le Grand, “Living in Macondo.” 

 

21. Tuesday November 13. La Violencia  

  

 Mary Roldán, Blood and Fire, pp. 1-41 

 

22. Thursday November 15. No-One Writes about La Violencia 

 

 Gabriel García Márquez, “No One Writes to the Colonel” in No One Writes to the 

Colonel and Other Stories. 

 

23. Tuesday November 20.  The Dirty Wars (Term papers due.) 

 

 Greg Grandin, “Chronicles of a Guatemalan Genocide Foretold.”   

 

24.  Thursday November 22. Isabel Allende and Memory in Chile 

 

 Isabel Allende, House of the Spirits (for students writing term papers on this novel). 

 

25.  Tuesday November 27. Gabriel García Márquez:  Views of History 

 

  Gabriel García Márquez, Living to Tell the Tale, pp. 3-61. 

 

26.  Thursday November 29.  Course wrap-up and exam review. 

 


