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HISTORY 233 

COLONIAL LATIN AMERICA 

 

Fall 2010 

 

Professor:  Evelyn Powell Jennings 

Office:  Piskor 217 

Office Phone:  229-5388 

Office Hours:  M 2-3:30, Th 4-5:30, or by appt. 

Email:  ejennings@stlawu.edu 

 

 

Course Description: 

This course is designed as a survey of the formation and historical development of colonial Latin 

America.  We will begin with the initial encounters between some of the indigenous peoples of 

the Americas and the Iberians in the fifteenth century and end with Portugal and Spain’s loss of 

their mainland colonies in the Americas in the 1820s (Cuba and Puerto Rico remained part of the 

Spanish empire until 1898).  We will devote considerable attention to the processes of conquest 

and colonization in the main theaters of the Iberian empires (the Caribbean, Mexico, Peru, and 

Brazil) and how these processes affected all the peoples and societies involved.  We will explore 

how the colonizers sought to extract wealth from their new colonies, how social and political 

relationships evolved in this new and hybrid cultural setting, how Iberians, Africans, and 

Amerindians experienced Christian evangelization.  Part of our task will be to understand the 

dynamics of race, class, and gender in the colonial societies that developed from the violent 

collision of cultures during the conquest.  The last part of the course will focus on the forces that 

finally destroyed the American colonial bonds with Spain and Portugal and the colonial legacies 

that endured after independence. 

 

Course Objectives: 

In this course students should learn to: 

1. Be active readers of primary and secondary sources. 

2. Use historical facts and interpretation to create narratives of life in colonial Latin 

America. 

3. Understand some of the historical processes that drove change over time. 

4. Begin to understand how historians “do” history –what sources for colonial history 

have been used and interpreted and how that practice has changed with time. (This is 

historiography.) 

5. Do some history of their own in the final character sketch project which requires 

research, interpretation, and communication of your findings in both oral and written 

form. 

 

Required Texts: 

1. Martin, Cheryl & Mark Wasserman. Latin America and its People. Pearson/Longman, 

2005. 

2. Mill, Kenneth and William B. Taylor, Colonial Latin America. A Documentary History. 

Scholarly Resources, Inc., 2002. 

3. Boyer, Richard & Geoffrey Spurling. Colonial Lives. Documents on Latin American 

History, 1550-1850. Oxford University Press, 2000. 

4. Readings, Theme Guides, and Focus Questions posted on ANGEL site for this course. 
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Assignments and Grades: 

Your final grade will be based on evaluations of the following assignments: 

 Active Reading Summaries  10% 

      [10 of 15 required] 

 Thematic Essay [5 pages]  10% 

Midterm Exam    15% 

 Final Exam    15 % 

 Class work    10% 

 Final Project    40% 

      [2-page biography      5%] 

      [4 created sources    10%] 

      [5-page paper + bibliography  15%] 

      [oral presentation & outline   10%]________ 

100%  

 

 

The following chart will help you understand the correlation between the 100 point scale for class 

assignments and the 0.0-4.0 university grading scale. 

 

96-100  4.0   68-70  2.0   

92-95  3.75   65-67  1.75  

88-91  3.5   62-64  1.5   

84-87  3.25   59-61  1.25   

80-83  3.0    55-58  1.0 

77-79  2.75   0-54  0.0  

74-76  2.5   

71-73  2.25   

 

 

Readings: 

We will have reading assignments for almost every class. Some days the readings are reasonably 
short; other days the readings are substantial. I have tried to balance the reading assignments over 
the course of the semester but you are responsible for following the syllabus carefully and 
planning your schedule to complete all assignments on time. The required books are all available 
for purchase in the University Bookstore.  Several readings are posted on ANGEL for this course.  
You are also responsible for reading and thinking about the “Theme Guides” and “Focus 
Questions” posted on ANGEL for this class as you prepare each day’s assignments.   

 

All readings are due on the date that they appear on the syllabus.  

 

 
Academic Honesty: 
I expect you to do your own work for all written and oral presentation assignments, in other 
words, plagiarizing from Internet sources, roommates’ or former course participants’ papers, 
textbooks etc. is dishonest and not allowed. If you have questions about acceptable ways to use 
the work of others in preparing your assignments (there are many!), please ask.  Do note that I 
will penalize and have penalized offenders to the full extent outlined in the University guidelines. 
Remember that if you can find it on the Net, so can I.  
Please read the History Department’s common statement on Academic Honesty on ANGEL 

and check with me if you have questions before an assignment is due. 
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Papers: 

All the papers assigned this semester are formal writing assignments meaning that they will be 

typewritten in 12-point font, double-spaced with margins no wider than 1.25 inches. You will use 

the standard Chicago-style footnote and bibliographic citation format (Chicago Style 15
th
 edition, 

Notes and Bibliography) that is the norm for history papers. Information about proper Chicago-

style citation format is available on the Web, on the ODY website, or in any style manual you 

received for FYP.  You may want to purchase Mary Lyn Rampolla’s A Pocket Guide to Writing 

in History. 6
th
 edition, an excellent, brief guide to writing and citation in history courses. 

 

YOU MUST USE THE CORRECT CHICAGO FORMAT OR I WILL DEDUCT POINTS 

FROM THE FINAL PAPER GRADE. The papers must be proofread for spelling and 
grammar.  Your grade will reflect an evaluation of both content and style.  
I prefer hard copies always.   

If we agree that you will send me an email copy, for some reason, it will be at your own risk.  

If I cannot retrieve and print it, the paper will be counted as late.  

 

Active Reading Summaries: 

Fifteen of our class sessions are designated on the syllabus as days for which you should prepare 

a 1-2 page Active Reading Summary that synthesizes the main points, sources, and argument of 

each reading assigned for the day.   You should consult the Theme Guides and Focus Questions 

posted on ANGEL before you prepare the readings and the ARS.  ARS papers will be turned in at 

the end of class.  You must bring an ARS for 10 of the 15 sessions marked on the syllabus 

with ARS #.   No late summaries will be accepted.  Two additional ARS may be done for 

extra credit. 

 

 Format for Active Reading Summaries: 

 Heading: Your name 

     HIST 233Colonial Latin America 

     The date on which the summary is due 

 

 Full bibliographic citation for each of the readings for the day followed by:   

 

 A short paragraph for each individual reading that includes the following information: 

1. A brief identification of the author and/or source of the piece that includes 

basic information about the historical context in which it was produced—ie 

date, place, important events taking place at the time. 

2. A brief summary of the subject, main points, issues, and/or questions 

addressed in the piece.  You should ask yourself, if I had to describe this 

particular reading to someone in a few sentences, what would I say it is 

about? 

3. A sentence or two on the perspective or point of view of the author. 

 

Response section: 

Here you should write several sentences in response to all the readings—how 

they relate to each other or other material we have covered in class or perhaps 

with the work you are doing for your final project.  Conclude the response 

section with several questions, problems, or issues that the day’s assigned 

materials raise for you.  The total length should not exceed 2 pages. 
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All Papers: 

All papers (including Active Reading Summaries) are due in class on the dates they appear 

in the syllabus.  For students who must be absent for university-sanctioned activities, you 

may hand the ARS before the day it is due. No other late ARS papers will be accepted after 

the class period in which they are due.  This means you should be sure you can print out 

your summary well before class time.  Any other late papers will lose 10% per day for each 

day they are late.   No papers will be accepted more than one week overdue.   

 

All papers must conform to the format and content guidelines outlined in the syllabus 

and/or assignment sheets. 

The following services will be performed for the stated reduction of your grade: 

-Numbering pages and/or stapling your paper  .25 points 

-Printing out your paper    .50 

-Correcting citation format    .50 

-Correcting other formatting errors   .25 

 

 

Exams: 

For both the midterm and the final exams I will distribute a study guide about one week before 

the exam.  We will have the midterm examination in class on March 3
rd

.  The final exam is 

scheduled for Tuesday, May 4
th

, during exam week.  NO EARLY, LATE, OR OTHER 

ACCOMMODATIONS WILL BE MADE TO THE EXAM SCHEDULE.  MAKE YOUR 

TRAVEL AND VACATION PLANS ACCORDINGLY. 

 

Final Character Sketch Project: 

See last sheet of the syllabus. 

 

 

Class Work and Grades:  

Your regular attendance and engaged participation is expected in this class.  You will be allowed 

two unexcused absences (for any reasons including illness) before failure to attend will affect 

your final grade at my discretion. Prolonged and extreme absence will be grounds for failing the 

course.  If you must be absent, please let me know. 

 

Your grade for class work has several components.  One is regular evidence of careful 

preparation of our assignments and active participation in the day’s activities – from summarizing 

and commenting on readings, raising and responding to questions in class discussion, to 

collaborating effectively on group work in class.  Another component is a grade for in-class 

writing assignments –some to test your completion and understanding of the assigned readings, 

some that will ask you to reflect on our work in class discussions.  These in-class assignments 

cannot be made up if you are absent.   

 

A note to all students: 

Please remember that I am eager to meet you and to help you with any problems you might have 

with the course, or any time you would like to talk with me.  If you need to contact me by phone 

or email, please be sure to include your full name and contact information so I can easily keep in 

touch with you.  If you have any special needs or require academic accommodations, please 

contact me early in the semester so you can have the best possible experience in this class. 
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COLONIAL LATIN AMERICA 

Fall 2010 

 

Part I – First Peoples 

 

Jan 18  Introduction to the Course 

Images of colonial & contemporary Latin America 

 

 20  First Peoples 

   Readings: Latin American Peoples [LAP] pp. 2-33. 

ARS practice summary due in class. 

 

25                    Large Native Empires –the Mexica and the Inca 

Readings: LAP 35-57. 

     Mills & Taylor, Colonial Latin America, # 2 & # 4. 

*ARS #1 
 

27                      Iberians 

Readings: LAP 58-67. 

     Mills & Taylor, # 5. 

  

 

Part II – El Choque 

 

Feb    1   First Encounters 

   Readings: LAP 68-76. 

   Columbus excerpts [ANGEL] 

   Mills & Taylor, 43-58. 

   *ARS #2 

 

3                  Conquest in Mexico and Peru 

Readings: LAP 76-84. 

    Mills & Taylor, # 10, 11, pp 78-86. 

*ARS #3 

 

 

Part III – Building Colonial Societies, 16
th
 and 17

th
 centuries 

 

8                  Aims and Institutions of Empire 

Readings: LAP 85-103. 

    Mills & Taylor, 59-64. 

[BRING THE COLONIAL LIVES TEXT TO CLASS] 

THEMATIC ESSAY DUE IN CLASS 

 

 

10                     Negotiating Conversion 

Readings: Mills & Taylor, 19-22, 93-103, 134-143. 

    Colonial Lives, Telling Tales, 18-31. 

*ARS #4 
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 15  Economic Life Among the Iberians 

   Readings: LAP 104-136.  

       Mills & Taylor, 124-127. 

   *ARS # 5 

 

17                     Amerindians’ Changing Worlds 

Readings: LAP, 137-152. 

    Mills & Taylor, 104-112, 113-116, 117-123. 

*ARS #6 

 

TBA  Film: Surviving Columbus  

 

 

22  Growing Up Indian 

  Reading: Vergara, “Growing Up Indian” [ANGEL] 

  *ARS # 7 

 

24                     Claiming a Place – Felipe Guaman Poma de Ayala vs “indios bárbaros” 

Readings: LAP 152-168. 

    Mills & Taylor, 173-184, 

[Write up a description of at least two ideas for the person or type of 

person you would like to research for your final sketch project. 

Include a short bibliography of at least TWO potential sources for 

each person.]  

 

 

March    1                     African Slavery in the Early Colonial Era  

Readings: LAP 169-177. 

Mills & Taylor, 159-164, 218-228, 280-296. 

*ARS # 8 

 

 

3                 MIDTERM 

 

   8                  Spring Break – Enjoy  

 10 

 

 

 

 

Part IV – Mature Colonial Societies, 17
th
 and early 18

th
 centuries 

 

15                     Boundaries of Caste and Class in Colonial Latin America 

Readings:  LAP 177-182. 

     Mills & Taylor, 185-195, 272-279, 360-365.  

*ARS # 9 
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17                      Honor, Gender, and Patriarchy 

   Readings: LAP 182-202. 

       Colonial Lives #9, 112-126. 

[DRAFT OF 2-PAGE BIOGRAPHY AND WORKING 

BIBLIOGRAPHY DUE] 

 

22                     Gender and Religious Ecstasies 

Readings: Colonial Lives, #7, 77-100. 

        Mills & Taylor, 198-206. 

   *ARS # 10 

 

TBA   Film: Yo la peor de todas [I the Worst of All] 

    

 

24                      “Islands of Women” – Sor Juana and Convent Life 

   Readings: Mills & Taylor, 207-217. 

   *ARS # 11 (Summarize the reading & film on Sor Juana) 

 

March 26  Final Version of Biography and Working Bibliography Due 

   My office mailbox PISKOR 114 by 4pm 

 

29  Love, Sex, and Marriage 

   Readings: Colonial Lives, # 6, 10, 12. 

   *ARS # 12 

 

[Set up individual meetings with me on created sources.  Drafts for those sources 

due at meeting time.] 

 

 

31                      Popular Culture –Sources and Analysis 

   Readings: Colonial Lives, # 11, 13, 14, 15. 

   *ARS # 13 

 

 

 

Part V – Imperial Crisis and Reform 

 

April    5                     18
th
 Century Challenges and Enlightened Reform –The Bourbons &      

                                            Pombal    

   Readings: LAP 203-235. 

   Mills & Taylor, 316-319. 

   *ARS # 14 

    

      7  Peer Review 

   [DRAFTS OF HISTORIAN PAPERS DUE IN CLASS] 

 

 12           Slavery and Freedom in the Late Colonial Period 

   Readings: Colonial Lives, # 20, 249-268 and #22, 279-293. 

       Mills & Taylor, 320-327. 

       Haitian Revolution [ANGEL] 

   *ARS # 15 
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14  1808 and Revolution in Latin America 

  Readings: LAP 236-261. 

 

 

19  Presentations 

21  [COMPLETED PORTFOLIOS DUE IN CLASS THE DAY YOU  

26  PRESENT] 

  

 

28                      Colonial History & Contemporary Latin America 

  Final Exam Review 

 

 

 MAY    4 FINAL EXAM – TUESDAY, 1:30-4:30 PM 
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HISTORY 233/CLAS 233 

 

 

Character Sketch Assignment 

Within the context of colonial Latin American history (1492-1830) you 

will each choose an actual historical character (for example: Moctezuma, 

Tupac Amaru I or II, Columbus, Juan Garrido, La Malinche, Pedro de 

Gante) or create a fictional character from a specific historical time and 

place.  You will research the historical context in which this person lived, 

the types of people with whom s/he might have interacted etc.   

 

You will prepare the following: 

1. A short (2 page) written biography of this person. 

2. Four examples (that you create) of documents or sources that 

reveal something about your person and her/his interactions with 

others (around 5 pages, in total).  One of these created sources 

should have a visual component beyond standard language text. 

3. Oral presentation.  Imagining yourself as your chosen person you 

will give a 10-minute oral presentation as that person in a way that 

communicates answers to such questions as: Who are you in the 

context of the colonial society in which you live? How and why do 

you interact with other people?  What do you think of them and 

why?  What impact might your life have beyond your own 

lifetime? 

4. A 5-page paper (plus a bibliography) written as the historian of 

your chosen person’s life which covers the following points: What 

materials did you use to understand the historical context and 

create the examples of sources?  Where does this person fit into 

narratives and themes of colonial Latin American history that we 

studied this semester?  How did you decide which elements to 

include in your presentation, what did you choose to leave out and 

why?  What can we say we know about your person’s life?  What 

kinds of things remain unknowable and why?  Did this affect how 

you presented your person in your presentation or in writing? 

5. You will turn in a portfolio of all the final project materials on the 

day you do your oral presentation – the short bio, an outline of 

your oral sketch, the examples of your created sources, the paper 

and a full bibliography. 

 

 



 10 

The assignment schedule is as follows: 

Feb 24 Turn in a description of at least two ideas for the person 

or type of person you would like to research with a 

bibliography of at least 2 sources for each.  Why does 

this person interest you?  Will you create a person or 

work with a historical character? What kinds of sources 

will you need to consult? 

Mar 17 Turn in a draft of the 2-page biography of your final 

choice with a working bibliography that includes at least 

1 primary source and 2 secondary sources. 

Mar 26 Final version of biography & working bibliography due 

my office mailbox, PISKOR 114 by 4pm. 

Week of Mar 29- 

              April 2 Meet individually with me to discuss your four created 

sources and preliminary ideas for your oral presentation. 

 Drafts of your created sources due at our meeting. 

April  7 Peer Review of Historian Papers 

 Historian Papers Due in class. 

Apr 19-28 Oral presentations.  Your full and final portfolios are due 

the day you present. 

 
  


