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Prof. Christopher J. Lee 

cjlee1@email.unc.edu 

Hamilton 464 

Office Hours: Fri. 11AM-1PM 

 

History 393: Race and Racism in the Modern World 
 

Stone Center Room 200 

3:30-6:20 PM, Tuesdays 

 

Course Overview 

 

This course has two major purposes.  The first is to examine case studies and 

methodologies for approaching, understanding, and critiquing race and racism in the 

modern world (twentieth century).  This is an enormous issue with ongoing relevance, 

and this course does not pretend to encompass the subject as a whole.  What we will do, 

however, in the coming weeks is engage with a sampling of key readings that offer a 

number of historical, cultural, and theoretical approaches for investigating this topic.  

Your research papers will allow you to venture into topics and methods with greater 

depth, and this personal research trajectory—resulting in a final, substantive research 

paper—is the key outcome of this course.  This observation relates, then, to the second 

dimension of this course.    

 

The second goal of this course is to develop your skills as a historian, and in particular, to 

guide you through the preparation of a 20- to 25-page research paper based on primary 

resources.  Through the semester, we will discuss strategies for designing a research 

question, researching your topic, constructing an argument, and finally, organizing and 

writing the paper.  You should get from this exercise not only a polished, maybe even 

publishable, paper, but also critical analytical and writing skills that you will be able to 

use for the rest of your life. 

 

Required Readings: 
Christopher Browning, Ordinary Men 

Frantz Fanon, A Dying Colonialism 

George Fredrickson, Racism: A Short History 

Philip Gourevitch, We Wish to Inform You that Tomorrow We Will Be Killed with Our 

Families 

John L. Jackson, Real Black 

Robin D. G. Kelley, Race Rebels 

Anthony Marx, Making Race and Nation 

Howard Winant, The World is a Ghetto 

 

Assignments 

 

Students are expected to arrive for class having read carefully the assigned readings for 

that week. As part of their in-class participation, students should bring to each class a 

brief reaction-piece (1 page) to the assigned readings, summarizing the content, 
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argument, and issues of each reading. Students should also be prepared to discuss the 

readings actively.  Student presentations of readings (5-10 minutes) will be assigned 

weekly.  Attendance is mandatory. Unexcused absence from more than one class will 

lower your participation grade. Multiple absences can result in a failing grade. 

 

As part of their research project, students will be expected to produce a proposal, 

annotated bibliography, an outline and a preliminary draft of their research paper. During 

the second half of the semester, students will work in pairs to provide peer-review 

comments of the written assignments listed above. Peer-review comments should be type 

written: one copy will be returned to the student, one given to the instructor. 

 

At least one meeting with the instructor during office hours to discuss the research 

projects is mandatory, preferably around weeks five through eight of the semester. 

 

Final research papers should be 20-25 pages in length, double-spaced, size 12 font. Late 

papers will be marked down one-half a letter grade for each day after the due date. In 

terms of style, students should follow K. Turabian, A Manual for the Writers of Term 

Papers, Theses and Dissertations (Chicago, 1996). 

 

Grade Distribution 
In-class participation:    10% 

Peer review:    10% 

Proposal/bibliography/outline: 10% 

Preliminary draft:   20% 

In-class presentation:   10% 

Final drafts of research paper:  40% 

 

The Student Honor Code will be vigorously enforced. 

 

Plagiarism will not be tolerated, and all suspected cases of plagiarism will be referred to 

the Honor Court for assessment. Remember that when writing, taking exams, or 

performing other assignments you are bound by the Honor Code. For details, see 

http://honor.unc.edu/honor/code.html. 

 

Finally, please do not hesitate to come to me with questions, concerns, or requests for 

help.  Come to my office hours, or contact me via email.  Other sources of assistance are 

the Learning Disabilities Services (www.unc.edu/depts/acadserv/lds.html), the Writing 

Center (www.unc.edu/depts/wcweb/), and, of course, each other.    

 

Schedule 

Week 1 

Orientation 

 Course goals 

 Student introductions 

 Approaches to race and racism 

 Why study race historically? 
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Week 2 

Getting Started 

 Library orientation (day/time to be determined) 

Assignments: 

 One-page prospectus describing the research topic you would like to examine 

(Note: this short proposal does not commit you to a topic, but it gives you chance 

to identify what time period, geographic location, and type of history you are 

interested in writing.) 

 Fredrickson, Racism: A Short History 

 

Week 3 

Thinking Through “Race”: Historically, Philosophically, Culturally 

Assignments: 

 Fredrickson, Racism: A Short History  

 *W. E. B. Du Bois, “The Conservation of Races” 

 *Kwame Anthony Appiah, “The Uncompleted Argument: Du Bois and the 

Illusion of Race” 

 Robin D. G. Kelley, “The Riddle of the Zoot: Malcolm Little and Black Cultural 

Politics During World War II” in Race Rebels 

 Robin D. G. Kelley, “Kickin‟ Reality, Kickin‟ Ballistics: „Gangsta Rap‟ and 

Postindustrial Los Angeles” in Race Rebels  

 

Week 4 

Race as a “Modern” Experience 

Assignments: 

 Howard Winant, The World is a Ghetto, Chapters 1-5  

 *Cornel West, “Race and Modernity” in The Cornell West Reader 

 

Week 5 

Race and Colonialism 

Assignments: 

 *Frantz Fanon, A Dying Colonialism 

 *Aimé Césaire, Discourse on Colonialism (selection) 

 

Week 6 

Race, Class, Nation 

Assignments: 

 Howard Winant, The World is a Ghetto, Chapters 6-8 

 Anthony Marx, Making Race and Nation 

 Revised Prospectus Due (1-2 pages; include thesis, sources of evidence, initial 

bibliography) 
 

Week 7 

Race and Everyday Practice/Resistance 

Assignments: 
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 Robin D. G. Kelley, Race Rebels, Chapters 1-6 

 John L. Jackson, Real Black, Chapters 1-4 

 

Week 8 

Mid-Term Reflections 

In-Class 

 Student presentations (5 minutes each) 

 Film: Shadows (1959), directed by John Cassavetes 

Assignment: 

 John L. Jackson, Real Black, Chapters 1-4 

 5-7 page paper (this should be the opening to your larger research paper, 

outlining themes, evidence, and arguments to be addressed); revised 

bibliography) 
 

Week 9 

Fall Break 

 

Week 10 

Race and Violence (I): The Holocaust and Everyday Violence 

Assignment: 

 Christopher Browning, Ordinary Men 

 

Week 11 

Race and Violence (II): The Rwandan Genocide 

Assignment: 

 Philip Gourevitch, We Wish to Inform You that Tomorrow We Will Be Killed 

with Our Families (selection) 

 *Mahmood Mamdani, When Victims Become Killers (selection) 

 

Week 12 

Assignment:  

 Preliminary draft due (15-20 pp). Students will exchange one copy of their draft 

with another student for feedback, and provide another copy for the instructor. 

 

Week 13 

Assignment: 

 In-class critiques.  Students will exchange comments on drafts with each other 

and submit a copy of their peer-review to the instructor on this date. 

 

Week 14—Thanksgiving 

No class. Students should work independently on the final draft of their research projects.  

It is recommended that students schedule to meet with me about final papers and 

presentations either this week or before. 

 

Week 15 

Assignment: 
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 Final presentations  

 Course evaluations  

 Summary discussion of what we learned. 

 

Week 16 

Final Papers Due, 12PM 

 


