
HIST 388.001 Revised Syllabus   Prof. Randolph Lytton 
Roman Britain: From Caesar to Arthur  B344 Robinson Hall 
Spring 2010      rlytton@gmu.edu 
 
 
Basics:  Class meets in B218 Robinson Hall on Thursdays from 4:30 to 7:10pm.  My 
office hours are Wednesdays 2 to 4pm. (as well as by appointment) in 344B Robinson 
Hall (Dept. of History & Art History).  You can contact me by e-mail.   
 
Course Policies:   
 
1. Assignments are to be submitted on the due date during class time.  With prior 
permission late work will be accepted with a penalty of a ½ grade per day.  Only with 
prior agreement can you send me material electronically.  Electronic submissions cannot 
always be downloaded in which case they are considered as not submitted or late.   
 
2. If you wish to use a laptop during class, you must sign an agreement form only to use 
it for course/classroom purposes.  There will be no texting during class time. 
 
3. All students must have an active GMU email address.  That is how we will 
communicate.  Check it regularly, and especially the Friday before class for 
supplemental assignments. 
 
4.  All students with learning disabilities should contact the Disability Resource Center in 
order to receive special accommodations. 
 
5. Discuss all questions about academic issues/policies with the instructor ASAP. 
 
6. Students must follow GMU's Honor Code (GMU University Catalog, p. 30-31).  Any 
student found to be cheating, plagiarizing, lying or stealing will automatically be reported 
to the Honor Committee.  
 
Course Description:  This course focuses on the history and legend of Roman Britain 
from the time of the invasions of Julius Caesar (55/54 BCE) and the subjugation of the 
Britons by Claudius to the withdrawal of the Roman legions in the 5th century CE and 
the subsequent history and legend of King Arthur.  Within this chronological context, we 
will study the Celtic and provincial British culture that developed in Britain: including 
towns, roads, baths, villas and forts, along with such structures as Stonehenge and 
Hadrian's Wall.  We will also examine British relationships with the Irish (Scoti), the Picts 
and the Saxons. 
 
Course Materials:  
 
1. H.H. Scullard, Roman Britain: Outpost of the Empire  
2. Geoffrey of Monmouth, The History of the Kings of Britain  
3. Miranda Green, Celtic Myths  
4. Norma Lorre Goodrich, King Arthur  
 
Some Roman and Arthurian Britain Web Sites: 
 
1. Britannia - The Roman Period: http://www.britannia.com/history/h30.html 

http://www.britannia.com/history/h30.html
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2. Roman Britain Main Menu: http://www.roman-britain.org/main.htm 
3. The Official Roman Baths Museum Web Site: http://www.romanbaths.co.uk 
4. Britannia - King Arthur: http://www.britannia.com/history/h12.html 
5. King Arthur: Texts, Images, Basic Information: 

http://www.lib.rochester.edu/camelot/arthmenu.htm 
 
Total points: 400 (“A” range: 360-400; “B” range: 320-359: “C” range: 280-319; “D” 
range: 240-279, etc.).  Work that is not turned in will be give 0 credit.  All assigned work 
counts towards your final grade. 
 
Class attendance & Participation:  Total: 100 points.  During the semester class 
attendance will be take on a regular basis.  One absence can be replaced by one of your 
attendances.   
 
Midterm & Final Examinations: Total 200 pts: (midterm exam 70 pts; comprehensive 
final exam 130 pts).  The midterm exam is take-home: both essay (30 pts.) and historical 
identification & analysis (40 pts.).   The essay part of the final exam (50 pts.) is also take-
home, and the comprehensive historical Identification & analysis (80 pts.) is in-class. 
 
Essay: Each of the exam essays (handed out a week before they are due) will be 3 to 5 
pages, typed, double-spaced, with additional title page (title, your name, course number, 
section and date) in addition to required text.  Use 12 pt. font size and 1” to 1¼” margins.  
Pages should be numbered and fastened with staples or paper clips; folders should be 
used.  Only hard copies accepted.   
 
When you use outside sources in an essay, make direct reference to the sources when 
you are using the authors’ ideas and points.  You should footnote/endnote/text note.  
Use quotations when you use the exact words of the author, and paraphrase when you 
put the author’s ideas into your own words.  Quotations should only be used when the 
exact words are essential; generally, you paraphrase.  I am interested in your ability to 
include your own thoughts and ideas, as well as to convey information and ideas from 
other authors.  Before you write your paper, write a short outline of how you plan to 
organize your thoughts (this can also be handed in if you wish).  You can use the 
internet, but don’t plagiarize material from it.  The internet is a source, just like a book or 
an article; you have to footnote it, and not copy it word for word as your own. 
 

Identification and Analysis are based on our time together during the course.  You will 
be given a list of historical terms, and will have some choice in which ones you wish to 
answer.   
 

First, write down the chosen historical item, and secondly write your answers as follows 
below using A), B), C) and D). Example:  Arthur 
 

A) Historical Identification: Identify only who or what the item is, its time in history (date) 
and its place in history (geographical location).  
 
Example:  Arthur is the name of a warrior/king/ruler (who) in 5th century (when) Britain 
(where).  Notice I did not write why Arthur is important. 
 
B) Immediate Historical Importance: Why was this term important to that time and 
place? 

http://www.roman-britain.org/main.htm
http://www.romanbaths.co.uk/
http://www.britannia.com/history/h12.html
http://www.lib.rochester.edu/camelot/arthmenu.htm
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Example:  Arthur helped protect the Romano-British from the Saxons. 
 

C) Future Historical Influence: What historical influence did this item have on the 
immediate future or even subsequent ages, including the present? 
 
Example:  In legend, Arthur became the embodiment of a noble Christian king.  Notice, 
there may be more than one answer for this part; but you should only include one 
answer. 
 
D) Historical Generalization: the specific term belongs to a larger general category. What 
can you generalize about that larger category based on you knowledge about that 
specific term? This is inductive reasoning: working from the part to the whole.  Use 
present verb tense, and words such as “often,” “usually,” etc. 
 
Example: Many historical warriors become legendary. Give only one generalization and 
always generalize off of the general category that the term belongs to (Arthur belongs to 
the general category of warrior). 
 
Research Paper: Total: 100 pts.  Select a subject that you would like to research and 
finalize choice with the instructor.  Your paper should include both primary and 
secondary sources.  The internet is a source, just like a book or an article; you have to 
footnote it, and not copy it word for word (do not plagiarize).  Your paper should be 8 to 
10 pages, typed, double-spaced, with 1 to 1 ¼” margins and footnotes/endnotes, as well 
as a bibliography (separating primary and secondary sources).  In addition to the text, 
there should be a title page, which includes your name, course number and date.  
Research outlines are due March 25.  Papers are due May 6. 
   
Criteria for Research Papers: 
 

 Construction of a historical thesis. 

 Use and analyze appropriate primary and secondary sources in support of thesis 
statement.  

 Synthesize diverse sources into well organized whole. 

 Provide historical context and link material to larger political, social, and cultural 
issues appropriate to the topic. 

 Utilize and integrate knowledge and skills acquired in other disciplinary contexts. 

 Provide a well written narrative. 
 
Course Reading Assignments:  
 
Jan. 21 Course Introduction.  
  A History of Britain: Beginnings (tape). 
 
Jan. 28 Scullard, Britain and the Celts. 
 Monmouth: Intro. & Part One: Brutus Occupies the Island of Albion. 
 Green: How do we know about Celtic myths?   
   
Feb. 4  Scullard, Caesar and the native kingdoms. 
  Monmouth: Part Three: The Coming of the Romans, pp. 107-119. 
  Green, The divine lovers. 
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Feb. 11 Snow Storm: No class this week. 
 
Feb. 18 Scullard, Conquest, occupation and Romanization. 
 Monmouth: The Coming of the Romans, pp. 119-124. 

Green, The sky and sun myths. 
   
Feb. 25 Scullard, Defence: The Second and third Centuries. 
 Monmouth: The Coming of the Romans, pp.124-148. 
  Green, Fertility, land and water. 
   
March 4  Scullard, Military and civil administration. 
  Green, Animals in cult and myth. 
  Midterm exams are handed out. 
 
March 11 Spring Break: No class this week. 
 
March 18 Scullard, Life in the towns & Villas and the countryside. 
  Green, Druids, sacrifice and ritual 
  Midterm exams are handed in. 
 
March 25 Green, Death, rebirth and the Otherworld.  
  Book Discussion of Green: assigned sections. 
  Research outlines are due. 
 
April 1  Scullard, Economic life & Language, art and religion.     
 
April 8  Scullard: The end of Roman Britain. 
                       Monmouth, Part Four: The House of Constantine. 
 
April 15           Monmouth: Part Five: The Prophecies of Merlin & Part Six: The House of  
                       Constantine (continued).                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 Goodrich, Ille Arturus: The (Great) King Arthur and all Appendixes. 
 
April 22  Monmouth, Part Seven: Arthur of Britain. 
 Goodrich, King Arthur. 
  

April 29 Monmouth: Part Eight: The Saxon Domination. 
 Goodrich, The Passing of King Arthur. 
   
May 6 Research papers are due. 

Final exam take-home essay questions are handed out. 
  
May 11  Final exam take-home typed essays are due. 
(Tues.) Final exam in-class short answers (bluebook) are taken (4:30 – 6:30pm). 
 
 
 
 

(2/24/10) 
 

 


