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 HIST-319/619 Holocaust 

 
Kazimierz (Poland) memorial to the destruction of the Jews, created by Tadeusz Augustynek, completed in 1985 and built from 

the remains of 600 matzevot (gravestones from old Jewish cemeteries). 

 

 The annihilation of six million Jews in the Holocaust continues, more than fifty years 

later, to challenge our understanding.  How and why did Nazi Germany and its collaborators 

carry out the mass murder of Jews and countless other victims?  Who, besides the executioners, 

shared culpability for the genocide? How did the Holocaust affect Jewish communities inside 

and outside Hitler’s noose?  How did it impact Europeans who were not Jews or other victims?  

What kind of legacy did the Holocaust bequeath to the world?  How did it impact Israel? 

America?  These are but some of the questions we will address this semester. 

 

 Twenty-five years ago the study of the Holocaust scarcely existed in American 

universities.  Since then Holocaust studies has entered university curricula and become required 

teaching in many secondary schools.  Moreover, countless histories, memoirs, novels, films, 

museums, and memorials have brought this subject home to millions. 

 

 This wealth of materials means that there are many different ways to teach the Holocaust.  

Since this is a history class, we will read historical scholarship.  These introduce a wide range of 

perspectives.  We will read works seeking to understand the perpetrators, those concerned with 

the lives and deaths of the victims, and those trying to understand those who watched this unfold 

from outside Europe.  We will examine the Holocaust in different settings and pay especial 

attention to the Jews and to the lost culture of a world that is no more.  Finally, we will turn to 

the subject of Holocaust memory and explore how that affected Jewish life in both Israel and the 

United States. 
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Required Texts 

 

1.  David Engel, The Holocaust, the Third Reich, and the Jews 

2.  Marion A. Kaplan, Between Dignity and Despair: Jewish Life in Nazi Germany 

3.  Christopher R. Browning, Ordinary Men: Reserve Police Battalion 101 and the Final 

Solution in Poland 

4.  Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz 

5.  Richard Breitman, Official Secrets: What the Nazis Planned, What the British and Americans 

Knew 

6.  Lawrence N. Powell, Troubled Memory: Anne Levy, the Holocaust, and David Duke's 

Louisiana 

 

Student responsibilities 

 

1.  Class attendance and participation, 10 percent of final grade.  More than six absences 

constitute grounds for failure. 

 There are no excused or unexcused absences.  I recognize that, over the course of the 

semester, many students will miss a class or two for illness or another reason.  However, perfect 

attendance guarantees an A for this 10 percent of your grade even if you never say a word in 

class.  (See Technology during Class below.) 

2.  Short paper based on the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum exhibition, State of Deception: 

The Power of Nazi Propaganda, due September 24, 2009.  See assignment. 

3.  Semester Paper, 30 percent of final grade, due November 23
rd

. See assignment. 

4.  Mid-term examination, October 8
th

, 25 percent of final grade. 

5.  Final examination, December 7
th

, 2:10-4:40, 25 percent of final grade. 

 

Graduate Student Responsibilities 

 

 Graduate students fulfill the above requirements EXCEPT for the required paper.  

Instead graduate students must write a historiographical essay on a particular aspect of the 

Holocaust.  See me to discuss this. 

 

Office hours and contacts 

 

OFFICE HOURS: Battelle-Tompkins 155; Mondays, 11:15-2:00, 3:30-5:00, and Thursdays, 

11:15-1:00.   

 

PHONE and VOICE MAIL: 202-885-2425.  E-mail: pnadell@american.edu 

 

TEACHING ASSISTANT: Rebecca O’Connors, ro7710a@student.american.edu; Office 

Hours: Wednesdays 10:00-11:00, Thursdays 3:30 -4:15,  Battelle-Tompkins T01/T03 

 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: Standards of academic conduct are set forth in the University's 

Academic Integrity Code. By registering, you have acknowledged your awareness of the 

mailto:pnadell@american.edu
mailto:ro7710a@student.american.edu
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Academic Integrity Code, and you are obliged to become familiar with your rights and 

responsibilities as defined by the Code. Violations of the Academic Integrity Code will not be 

treated lightly, and disciplinary actions will be taken should such violations occur. Please see me 

if your have any questions about the academic violations described in the Code in general or as 

they relate to particular requirements for this course. 

 

TECHNOLOGY DURING CLASS:  I am, as much as anyone, a fan of the new technologies 

and welcome appropriate use during class.  I define appropriate use to mean that you may use a 

laptop to take notes, to access documents on e-reserves, and, AT MY REQUEST, to retrieve 

information from the web.  I define inappropriate use to include, but not be limited to the 

following:  “texting” during class, reading your e-mail, writing on your friends’ Facebook walls, 

watching YouTube, using IM, or surfing the web.  If I discover that you use technology 

inappropriately during class time, you will be marked absent for that class. 

 

 

 

 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 

In the event of a declared pandemic (influenza or other communicable disease), American 

University will implement a plan for meeting the needs of all members of the university 

community.  Should the university be required to close for a period of time, we are committed to 

ensuring that all aspects of our educational programs will be delivered to our students.  These 

may include altering and extending the duration of the traditional term schedule to complete 

essential instruction in the traditional format and/or use of distance instructional methods.  

Specific strategies will vary from class to class, depending on the format of the course and the 

timing of the emergency.  Faculty will communicate class-specific information to students via 

AU e-mail and Blackboard, while students must inform their faculty immediately of any absence 

due to illness.  Students are responsible for checking their AU e-mail regularly and keeping 

themselves informed of emergencies.   In the event of a declared pandemic or other emergency, 

students should refer to the AU Web site (www.prepared.american.edu) and the AU information 

line at (202) 885-1100 for general university-wide information, as well as contact their faculty 

and/or respective dean’s office for course and school/ college-specific information.   

 

 

SHOULD THE UNIVERSITY CLOSE!:  The university has asked all faculty to determine how 

best to meet their classes, should the university be forced to close, as many schools were last 

spring, because of the flu pandemic.  If the university closes, we will convene on Blackboard 

during our regularly scheduled class time.  Log into Blackboard and link to Discussion Forum.  I 

will use the forum to take attendance and also to hold class during our regular time.  We may 

spend the class period on Discussion Board or I may give you an assignment which will be due 

via email by the end of the hour.  In any event, if the university is closed, I expect to convene our 

class on Blackboard. 

 

 

 

http://www.prepared.american.edu/
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History Department Goals 
 

 HIST-319 counts as a 300-level course in European history for History majors and 

minors.  As such, it emphasizes the following goals: 

 

Historical Literacy:  Students will gain an understanding of the scope, breadth and richness of 

historical studies.  

Critical Thinking:  Students will learn to apply historical methods to evaluate critically the 

record of the past and how historians and others have interpreted it.  

Communication Skills:  Students will learn to organize and express their thoughts clearly and 

coherently both in writing and orally.  

Original Research: One of the stepping stones towards an original research project is learning to 

judge and to reflect upon secondary primary sources, and to integrate a variety of sources into a 

single paper.  The semester paper for this class emphasizes developing these skills.. 

 

 

Useful Web Resources 
 There is a great deal of accurate and also inaccurate information about the Holocaust on 

the web.  If you have questions, the following sites are reputable. 

 

 

 Jewish Virtual Library http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/holo.html 

 A Teacher’s Guide to the Holocaust   

   http://fcit.usf.edu/holocaust/resource/gallery/gallery.htm 

 United States Holocaust Memorial Museum  www.ushmm.org 

  Link to its Holocaust Encyclopedia http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/ 

 Yad Vashem’s Central Database of Shoah Victims’ Names: www.yadvashem.org  
 
 

 
 

 SYLLABUS 

 

8-24  Introduction  

  The Jewish People and Antisemitism  

 

8-27  Definitions 

  David Engel, The Holocaust, the Third Reich, and the Jews, 1-13 
   

8-31  The Long History of Antisemitism  

  Jacob Katz, “Anti-Semitism Through the Ages,” in The Holocaust: Problems and 

Perspectives of Interpretation (3
rd

 ed.), ed. Donald L. Niewyk, pp. 12-23, on 

Blackboard 

 

9-3  Encountering Modernity: European Jewry, Emancipation, and Antisemitism 

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/holo.html
http://fcit.usf.edu/holocaust/resource/gallery/gallery.htm
http://www.ushmm.org/
http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/
http://www.yadvashem.org/
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  Helmut Walser Smith, The Butcher’s Tale: Murder and Anti-Semitism in a 

German Town, pp. 16-23, on Blackboard 

  Richard I. Cohen, “Urban Visibility and Biblical Visions: Jewish Culture in 

Western and Central Europe in the Modern Age,” Cultures of the Jews: A 

New History, ed. David Biale, pp. 730-762, 784-96, on Blackboard 

   

9-10  The Political Background: World War I and the Weimar Republic 

  Robert S. Wistrich, “From Weimar to Hitler,” in The Holocaust: A Reader, edited 

by Simone Gigliotti and Berel Lang, pp. 44-67, on Blackboard 

 

9-14  The Nazi Party and Hitler 

  Engel, The Holocaust, 14-25 

 

9-17  The Nazi Revolution 

  Doris Bergen, War and Genocide: A Concise History of the Holocaust, 53-80,  on 

Blackboard 

 

9-21   Intentionalism vs. Functionalism 

  Engel, The Holocaust, 26-49   

 

  Jewish Life under the Nazis 

  Marion Kaplan, Between Dignity and Despair, all 

 

9-24  Museum Assignment Paper Due 

 

  Jewish life under the Nazis (continued) 

 

9-28   No Class – Yom Kippur 

 

10-1  Emigration 

  Tom Segev, The Seventh Million, pp. 35-64, on Blackboard 

 

  The Path to War  

 

10-5  “The Ghetto is an Evil Decree” 

  Laurence Powell, Troubled Memory, 1-217 

 

10-8  Midterm 

 

10-12   The Transition to Killing 

  Henry Friedlander, “The Opening Act of Nazi Genocide,” in The Holocaust: 

Problems and Perspectives of Interpretation (3
rd

 ed.), ed. Donald L. 

Niewyk, pp. 39-55, on Blackboard 

  David Engel, The Holocaust, 50-61 
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  The Killers 

  Christopher R. Browning, Ordinary Men, all (Note: Undergraduates need not read 

the Afterword; Graduate students must read the Afterword) 

 

 

10-15  The Killers - Another View 

Jan T. Gross, Neighbors: The Destruction of the Jewish Community in Jedwabne, 

Poland, pp. xv-xxii, 1-7, 117-24, on Blackboard 

  Dariusz Stola, "Jedwabne: Revisiting the Evidence and Nature of the Crime" 

Holocaust and Genocide Studies, 17, 1 (Spring 2003): 139-154, on 

Blackboard, filed under Course Information; not under e-reserves 
 

10-19  Guest Lecture: Sara Horowitz, Professor, York University, and Fellow, Center 

for Advanced Holocaust Studies, Topic: TBA (tentative) 

 

10-22  Responses to Murder 

  Engel, The Holocaust, 62-80 

  Powell, Troubled Memory, 218-92 

 

10-26  Inside the Camps 

  Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz, all 

  Liana Millu.  Smoke Over Birkenau, pp. 49-92, 143-76 

 

  Students whose last names begin with A-L will meet me in the History Dept. 

lounge, Battelle 130;  

  Sstudents whose last names between with M-Z will view and take notes in our 

regular classroom on The Last Days, the film on which our discussion of the 

Holocaust and Hungary will be based 

 

10-29  Inside the Camps 

  Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz, all 

  Liana Millu.  Smoke Over Birkenau, pp. 49-92, 143-76 

 

Students whose last names begin with M-Z will meet me in the History Dept. 

lounge, Battelle 130 

Students whose last names between with A-L will view and take notes in our 

regular classroom on The Last Days, the film on which our discussion of the 

Holocaust and Hungary will be based 

 

11-2  Case Study: The Holocaust and Hungary 

 

11-5  Guest Lecture: John-Paul Himka, Professor, University of Alberta, and Fellow, 

Center for Advanced Holocaust Studies; Topic: TBA (tentative) 

 

11-9  What the West Knew 
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  Richard Breitman, Official Secrets, all 

 

   

11-12  Rescue 

  Go to A Teachers Guide to the Holocaust  

  http://fcit.usf.edu/holocaust/people/rescuer.htm 

  Scroll down to the “Web Links.”  Read an account of any rescuer (but not Oskar 

Schindler).  Be prepared to discuss this rescuer’s experiences in class. 

  Eva Fogelman, Conscience and Courage: Rescuers of Jews During the 

Holocaust, pp. 67-83, on Blackboard 

 

11-16  Resistance 

  Yehuda Bauer, “Forms of Jewish Resistance,” in The Holocaust: Problems and 

Perspectives of Interpretation (3
rd

 ed.), ed. Donald L. Niewyk, pp. 148-62, on 

Blackboard 

 

   

11-19  Case Study: The Holocaust in Italy 

  David Kertzer, The Popes Against the Jews, pp. 3-21, 205-212, on Blackboard 

  Rosetta Loy, First Words: A Childhood in Fascist Italy, 144-176, on Blackboard 

  Michael Phayer, “The Silence of Pope Pius XII,” in The Holocaust: Problems and 

Perspectives of Interpretation (3
rd

 ed.), ed. Donald L. Niewyk, pp. 248-59, on 

Blackboard 

 

 

11-23  Semester Paper Due 

 

   

11-30  Displaced Persons 

  View on-line exhibition: Life Reborn: Jewish Displaced Persons, 1945-1951, 

http://www.ushmm.org/museum/exhibit/online/dp/history.htm (may work 

best in Firefox) 

Powell, Troubled Memory, 293-356 

 

  The Holocaust and Memory: America, Israel, and Germany  

  Peter Novick, The Holocaust in American Life, 207-38, on Blackboard 

 

12-3  Holocaust Denial 

  Irving v. Lipstadt Trial, View The Holocaust on Trial at  

http://www.channel4.com/history/microsites/H/holocaust/trial1.html  

 

12-7  Final Examination, 2:10-4:50 

 

 

 

http://fcit.usf.edu/holocaust/people/rescuer.htm
http://www.ushmm.org/museum/exhibit/online/dp/history.htm

