
CLS 310.I  ANCIENT IMPERIALISM: 

A TENTATIVE SYLLABUS 

MWF 12:45- 1:35 

Fall 2007 

Peter W. Rose 

Office 108 Irvin  

Phone 529-1484 

email: rosepw@muohio.edu 

Office Hours:  MWF 3:30-5 

and by appointment 

 

REQUIRED TEXTS (Please buy only these translations so we can communicate with each 

other in class) 

Julius Caesar, The Conquest of Gaul, tr. s. A. Handford (Penguin) 

Herodotus, Histories, tr. De Selincourt (Penguin) 

Suetonius, The Twelve Caesars, translated by Robert Graves (Penguin) 

Tacitus, The Complete Works, translated by Church and Brodribb (Modern Library) 

Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War, translated by Steven Lattimore (Hackett) 

All other assignments are in an Oxford Copy Shop Reader: this is a required text that 

you will need immediately. 
MIAMI PLAN: The Liberal Education Council is in its slow way deliberating our 

department’s application to count this course as a third tier Miami Plan course. I believe that 

this course is fully in accord with the principles of the Miami Plan: 

Thinking Critically: 

I have intentionally expanded the amount of contemporary theory at the outset of this course 

because of my conviction that students today in this country need to be exposed to a 

significant range of theoretical perspectives about an issue that is literally a matter of life and 

death for many, many people. A crucial part of critical thinking entails sharpening of the sense 

of history—of both continuities and sharp differentiations. Examining the different sorts of 

imperialisms in different periods should considerably deepen students’ critical awareness of 

what is at stake in the use of historical parallels in much contemporary discourse about 

imperialism. 

Understanding Contexts: 

Built into this course are several radically different contexts: the theoretical readings focus 

primarily on nineteenth and twentieth-century imperialisms; the rest of the course considers 

Persian imperialism and Greek resistance, Athenian imperialism, Macedonian imperialism 

and Athenian resistance, the imperialism of the Hellenistic kingdoms (very briefly!), and 

finally the long trajectory of Roman imperialism within which we study some radically 

changing contexts. 

Engaging with other learners: 

The class format will be primarily discussion. At times this may entail small group 

examination of specific questions with reports back to and response from the rest of the class. 

Individuals will also be asked to make brief presentations on specific questions to which the 

rest of the class is expected to respond. 

Reflecting and Acting: 

Most broadly I define my own role in life as attempting to educate citizens—people  capable 

and willing to participate fully and knowledgeably  in a society that they can help make truly 
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democratic. The perspectives they will gain in this course should empower them to think 

through and act upon the fateful issues confronting this country for the foreseeable future. 

 

COURSE GOALS 

Situating this course in relation to the Miami Plan is one way of stating (abstractly) my goals.  

This course in a sense implies that ancient forms of imperialism are somehow relevant to the 

present, but refining our sense of how the past is and is not relevant to the present depends in large 

measure on what sort of questions we ask of the data available. A key function of the initial 

theoretical readings is to explore what kinds of questions have been applied to imperialism in 

general (i.e., including ancient imperialism) and specifically about imperialism in our own time. 

Dealing with theory almost inevitably entails dealing with the favored terminology of each theorist. 

I have therefore appended a list of key terms under each of the theoretical assignments. But it is 

also crucial to register consciously in dealing with each theorist what specific empire or empires 

are most crucial to each theorist’s analysis.  

As soon as we begin reading the ancient sources, it will become clear that what ancient authors 

considered most important to preserve, explore, celebrate and criticize about ancient empires is not 

necessarily what we are most concerned to discover. Thus a key goal of the course is sharpening 

the critical tools with which we read the sources, to ask questions of those sources that their 

contemporaries might never think of. Some of the basic questions for which we seek answers are 

the following:  

Key Questions (review this list before reading each assignment): 

What is the relation between the form of government of the imperializing power and its 

imperialism? What role, according to various accounts of imperialism, is played by a specific view 

of human nature or of collective (i.e., a specific national character) or individual psychology? What 

seem to be the stated goals of a specific empire—insofar as any public rationales are available? 

Why are there such public rationales for some but not all empires—i.e., in what sorts of political 

contexts are justifications for empire offered?  How far do the public justifications for empire 

correspond to the reality? What are the specific military means which allow one society to 

dominate another? To what degree can we speak of the militarization of an imperialist society? 

What non-military means of control are decisive in establishing whatever stability or continuity is 

maintained by an imperial power? What forms does exploitation by the imperialist power of its 

subject areas take? What advantages of being subjected to an imperialist power are effected or 

claimed? What is the geographic scope of a particular empire? How if at all does ethnicity relate to 

empire? What is the connection between empire and geography? Between empire and 

anthropology? What evidence, if any, do we encounter for resistance to empire—both within in the 

imperial power and from those who are subjected to it? What specific forms does resistance take? 

What factors seem most decisive in the collapse or overthrow of empires?  

 

Class Format and Method of Evaluation 

The above might be described as content goals. My goals in terms of the format of the class and 

methods of evaluation focus on speaking and writing. Although there are some issues I will want to 

lay out in lecture form with particular emphasis on maps and images, I would like this course as 

much as possible to be a discussion class. For that to happen students need to show up in class well 

prepared. This implies not only showing up having done the reading, but also having done the 

reading with sufficient care to have ideas and questions about it. It also requires the willingness to 

stick your necks out, to speak up in response to questions others pose and which I will pose. All 

exams and quizzes will be essay type. I want you to exercise your writing skills as much as time 



 

 3 

allows. I want complete sentences and, where possible, well-organized paragraphs in all your 

writings. 

 

Grading 

Though necessarily somewhat abstract, my general sense of what various grades mean may be 

helpful for understanding my grading: 

A (100-90%) implies impressive conscientiousness in preparation and participation, a thorough 

and clear grasp of the fundamental concepts of the course, and some real quality in thought and 

expression (written and oral) in English. 

B (89-80%) implies solid conscientiousness in preparation and participation, grasp of the basic 

concepts of the course, and solid competence in thought and expression in (written and oral) in 

English. 

C (79-70%) implies some evidence of making a serious effort to engage with the material assigned, 

some competence in thought and expression (written and oral) in English, but also some serious 

deficiencies. 

D (69-60%) implies at least some indications of engagement with the material assigned; low level 

of effort and participation in class, serious deficiencies in thought and expression (written and oral) 

in English. 

F (below 60%) raises substantial doubts that the student has any grasp of what the course is all 

about, shows minimal evidence of trying to repair deficiencies, has serious deficiencies in 

expression (written and oral) in English. 

 

More specific to this course the two hour tests count 20 % each; the term paper counts 20%, the 

final 30%, and class participation (including showing up prepared plus any quizzes or more formal 

presentations) counts 10%. 

 

Work Expectations 

I expect a minimum of two hours preparation for every hour in class. 

 

Attendance Policy 

Attendance is required for every class. You are allowed three unexcused cuts. There are no excused 

cuts for extracurricular activities: only a health emergency (attested to by a written account from a 

doctor) or a death in the family (attested to by an obituary or funeral program) constitutes an 

adequate excuse. More than three cuts will result in a significant lowering of your grade (one step 

down for each cut over three, e.g., from B- to C+). This policy is based on the assumption that 

attendance below the level of this minimum does not represent your best efforts in this course. 

 

Term Paper 

A term paper of 8-10 pages will be due near the end of the semester (a more detailed handout to 

follow). You should begin thinking about a topic only after reading through the entire syllabus. 

Later in the term you need to have a conference with me about this paper--NOT two minutes after 

class and NOT at the last minute.  

 

Specific Assignments (due the day assigned) 

MON Jan 11:  Introduction to the course and the participants, some early empires 

 

 Theories of imperialism and the contemporary debate : 



 

 4 

WED Jan 13:  Michael Doyle, “Preface” and “Imperialism and Empire” Empires 11-47 (1986) 

Reader 

Terminology: imperialism, hegemony, metropole, periphery, unipolar, bipolar, multipolar, 

dispositional, formal vs. informal imperialism, atavistic, metrocentric, pericentric, systemic 

 

FRI Jan 15:  Lewis Feuer, “Understanding Progressive Imperialism” 13-56, from his 

Imperialism and the Anti-Imperialist Mind Reader 

Terminology: regression, progressive imperialism, human nature, neo-Marxists, dependency 

theory, Monroe doctrine 

 

MON Jan 18: MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY: NO CLASSES 

 

WED Jan 20: Noam Chomsky, “Intervention in Vietnam and Central America: Parallels and 

Differences” (Sept 1985) 1-29 Reader 

Terminology: fixed geopolitical conception, the real world, Gran Area, position of disparity, 

straight power concepts, Freedom to Rob, Communists, rot, domino theory, the human rights 

climate, investment climate, popular opposition, Vietnam syndrome 

recommended reading: Wikepedia on the Iran-Contra scandal 

 

FRI Jan 22 : John Bellamy Foster, “The Rediscovery of Imperialism,” Monthly Review, Vol. 

54, No. 6 (November 2002), 1-16 Reader 

Terminology: neoimperialist, grand civilizing mission, imperial policing, economic 

imperialism, monopoly capitalism, center & periphery, capital goods industry, reverse flow 

process, economic vs. political vs. cultural imperialism, soft imperialism, global capitalism, 

benign, globalization, maldistribution. 

 Samir Amin, “U.S. Imperialism, Europe, and the Middle East.” Monthly Review  vol. 56, No. 

6 (November 2004), 13-33. Reader 

Terminology: capitalist expansion, collective imperialism, Gaulism, fissures, U.S. production 

system, private vs. public, hegemony, Washington’s nightmare, tribute vs. investment, 

differences in political culture 

 

MON Jan 25: Cullen Murray, “Prologue: The Eagle in the Mirror,” from his Are We Rome?: 

The Fall of an Empire and the Fate of America (2007) 1-23; Chalmers Johnson, “Prologue: 

The Blowback Trilogy” from his Nemesis: The Last Days of the American Republic (2006) 1-

11 Reader 

Terminology/Issues: what does “Rome” mean for each author? Blowback, nemesis 

 

The Rise of the Persian Empire & Greek Resistance 

 WED Jan 27: Herodotus Bk 1.1-12 [the numbers after the book number refer to the paragraph 

numbers in the outside margin of your text] preface and overview of earlier east-west conflict, 

origin of first tyranny (pp. 3-7); 1.95-174 origins of the Persians, Cyrus (pp. 40-70) 

 

FRI Jan 29: Herodotus Bk 1.175-Bk 2.1-45 Cyrus’ conquests and death, Cambyses’ decision 

to invade Egypt, the history, geography, and some of the customs of Egypt (pp. 71-103) 

 

MON Feb 1: Herodotus Bk 3.38 summing up of views on custom (p. 169); Bk 3.61-119 revolt 

of Magi, death of Cambyses, debate on forms of government, accession of Darius, income of 
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the Persian empire ethnography of Indians, Arabs, Ethiopians; Darius’ conquests, 

administration, autocratic behavior 

 

WED Feb 3: Herodotus Bk 5.25-38 Otanes subdues Greek Ionia, the Ionians rebel (pp. 288-

293); 5. 49-54 Aristagoras fails to win over the Spartan king, the Persian communication 

system (pp. 296-299), 5.62-78 the expulsion of tyrants from Athens and creation of democracy 

( pp. 300-307); 5.96-6.33 Aristagoras wins supports of Athens for rebellion, which fails; 

Phoenician fleet conquers Chersonese (pp. 316-334) 

 

FRI Feb 5: Herodotus Bk. 6.42-50 Darius plans invasions of Greece, Spartan king actively 

supports resistance to Persia (pp. 337-40); Bk. 6.94-117 battle of Marathon (pp. 355-363); Bk 

7.1-21 Xerxes succeeds Darius, decides to invade Greece (pp. 372-382); 7.172-178 Greeks 

decide to fight at Artesmision and Thermopylae (pp. 429-431) 

 

MON Feb 8: Herodotus Bk. 7.198-239 battle of Thermopylae (pp. 437-450); Bk. 8.40-120 

Greeks decide to fight at Salamis, the battle and flight of Xerxes (pp. 462-489) 

 

WED Feb 10: Herodotus Bk. 8.140-9.1-70 Persians try to detach Athenians from rest of 

Greeks, take and burn Athens a second time, lose at Plataea (pp. 495-525); 9.107-122 Greek 

mop-up operations, the conflicts of the royal Persian household (pp. 538-543) 

 

FRI Feb 12: HOUR TEST covering theory and Herodotus’ account and analysis of Persian 

imperialism 

 

Athenian Imperialism 

MON Feb 15: Thucydides I 1-24 archaeology (pp. 3-15); 66-88 first congress at Sparta (pp. 

31-43) 

 

WED Feb 17: Thucydides 1.89-117 rise of Athens in fifty-years period (pp. 43-55); 128-end 

of Bk 1 Pausanias, Themistocles, Pericles’ first speech (pp 62-71); 2.34-70 funeral oration & 

plague, Pericles’ last speech and Thucydides’ final judgment of him (pp. 90-109) 

 

FRI Feb 19: Thucydides 3.1-50 revolt of Mytilene and debate at Athens (pp. 132-53); 3.69-85 

civil war in Corcyra (164-172) 

 

MON Feb 22: Thucydides 5.84-116 Melian dialogue (pp. 294-301); 6.8-32 debate over 

Sicilian expedition (pp. 310-322) 

 

WED Feb 24: Thucydides 8.48 Phrynichos on democracy and oligarchy in the empire (pp. 

434-5); debate on popularity of Athenian empire by G.E.M. de Ste. Croix (1955) and Donald 

W. Bradeen (1960), excerpted in Donald Kagan, Problems in Ancient History Vol. I Reader 

 

FRI Feb 26: Russell Meiggs, “The Balance-Sheet of Empire” (1973) pp. 255-272; M.I. Finley, 

“The Fifth-Century Athenian Empire:  A Balance Sheet” (1978) pp. 41-61 

 

Macedonian Imperialism; Alexander and the Empires of the Hellenistic Period 
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MON Mar 1: Sarah Pomeroy et al., “Philip II and the Rise of Macedon” (pp. 377-393), 

Demosthenes, First Philippic (60-73) Reader 

 

WED Mar 3: Demosthenes, Third Philippic (115-131); sections on Alexander and the 

Hellenistic Empires in Penguin Historical Atlas of Ancient Greece, pp. 110-131 Reader 

 

FRI Mar 5: HOUR TEST on Greek forms of imperialism 

 

March 6-14: SPRING BREAK: ENJOY 

  

Roman imperialism 

MON Mar 15: Andrew Lintott,  “The Growth of Empire,”  “Elements of Empire” and “The 

Organization of Empire” from his Imperium Romanun: Politics and administration, pp. 5-42 

Reader 

 

WED Mar 17: “The Growth  of Roman Power and Imperial Motivations” (excerpts from three 

different scholars: I’ve omitted the abundant footnotes) from Craige B. Champion, ed. Roman 

Imperialism: Readings and Sources, pp. 16-67 Reader 

 

FRI Mar 19: Oxford Classical Dictionary on Pompey (one page) and Cicero (two pages); 

Cicero’s speech in favor of the appointment of Gnaeus Pompey to a special command against 

Mithradates Reader 

 

MON Mar 22: Suetonius, Julius Caesar pp. 9-49 

 

WED Mar 24: Caesar, The Conquest of Gaul, Bk. I pp.28-57 

 

FRI Mar 26: Caesar, The Conquest of Gaul, Bk. II.1-8 = pp.58-61, II.32-35 = pp.72-73; III.1-

14 = pp. 74-81; IV.1-9 = pp. 88-94; V.1-19 = pp. 105-113; V 47-VI 28 = pp. 126-146 

 

MON Mar 29: Caesar, The Conquest of Gaul VI 42-44 and all of VII = pp. 153-200 

 

WED Mar 31: Cicero, Speech on the consular Provinces (a speech favoring an extra-legal 

extension of Caesar’s command in Gaul) Reader 

 

FRI Apr 2:  Suetonius, Augustus, pp. 51-108 

 

MON Apr 5:  “The Achievements of the Divine Augustus,” from Res Gestae Divi Augusti, 

edited by P.A. Brunt and J. M. Moore (18-37 minus Latin pages); Colin Wells, “The Work of 

Augustus” from his The Roman Empire, pp. 53-84 Reader 

 

WED Apr 7:  Paul MacKendrick, “Augustan Cities,” from his Roman France (1972) 59-89 

Reader 

 

FRI Apr 9: Ramsay MacMullen, “Gaul,” from his Romanization in the Time of Augustus 

(2000) 85-123 Reader 
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MON Apr 12: Tacitus,  Annales  Bk. 1, A.D. 14-15, death of Augustus, accession of Tiberius 

pp. 3-53 TERM PAPERS DUE 

 

WED Apr 14: Tacitus Annales Bk II, A.D. 16-19, military operations and death of 

Germanicus, internal maneuvers of the royal family under Tiberius pp. 54-101 

 

FRI Apr 16: Suetonius, Tiberius, pp. 109-148, Wells on Tiberius (handout) 

 

MON Apr 19: Tacitus, Agricola  pp. 677-708 

 

WED Apr 21: Tacitus, Germany and Its Tribes pp. 709-734 

 

FRI Apr 23: Colin Wells, “’The Immeasurable Majesty of Roman Peace’” from his The 

Roman Empire, pp. 244-278 (omit bad plates) (handout) 

term paper due 

 

MON Apr 26: Bradley, K. R. “Fear, Abuse, Violence,” from his Slaves and Masters in the 

Roman Empire: A Study in Social Control (1987) pp. 113-137 Reader 

 

WED Apr 28: Averil Cameron, “Conclusion” to his The Later Roman Empire, pp. 187-194 

Reader 

 

FRI Apr 30: Peter Heather, “The Fall of the Roman Empire” from his The Fall of the Roman 

Empire; A New History of Rome and the Barbarians, pp. 431-459 Reader 

 

FINAL EXAM: WEDNESDAY MAY 5: 12:30-2:30 (same room) 


